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cove^nmeA of oencXl.* 


GOVERNOR OF BifoGAL. 



Bis Excellency Six John Axthu* Herbert, o.c.ijl 


^MEMBERS Of’ THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS* 

* 

( 1 ) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Kasku Faij,ul Hnq, in charge of the 
Education Department. 


• (2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkkh, in charge of the 
Finance Department. 

% % 

(3) Thep Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimudmn, k.c.i.e., in charge of 

^he Home Department. 

(4) The Hon ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, in charge of the 

Revenue Department. 

(5) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habiiwllah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

in charge of Local Self-Government and Industrie* 
Departments. 


itf^The Ilon’ble Maharaja Sriscuandims Nanjdy, of Oossimbazar* 
in chsfrge of Communications and Works Department. ** 

(7) The Hon’Cle Mt. lit ; sky an Shahmch Rill HAWAEDY, in charge 
of JJommeroe and i.abour and Rurul Reconstruction Depart- 
ments. v 


($) The Hcarble Nawat^ Mushaxxcfp Hossain, Khln Bahadur, 

^ in charge §f the Judicial and legislative Departments. 

(jfy Tjfce llonthls Mr.» Peasant D|p Raikit, in charge of the 
# * Fore^tf and Excise llepar^pents. • ^ f # % **IT 


( 10 ) r Ike Hon’ble Mr. Mukunim B shaky- Mu luck, in charge oiWthe 
# Co-operative* Credit and Rural Indebtedness Departments. 

• a * 9 # • 0 

(11) The Hon’ble Itr. 'nnizrwnN Khan, in charge# of Public 

Health, Medical, Agriculture and Veterinary Departments.""* 
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Speaker* 

• • 

TJhe Hon ’foie Khan Bahadur M. Azizi^ Hauve, c.i.I. 


Dkpvty Speaker/ 

M. Ashrafam, Kst|. , Barrister-at-law. 

Secretary. 

K. An Afzal, Esq., Barrister-at-law. 

First Assistant Secretary. 

* 

Rai N. Nj Sen Gupta Bahadur. 

# S/cond Assistant* ^Secretary, 

• • ' \ 

Sahifo Qcazi Mi hamuad Sa8|c* 0*a. 


• Registrar. 


K. C. Ghosh, Esq. 




BENGAL LEgfiSBATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A /; 

Abdul «Aziz, Maulana Mcb [Narayan^anj Kalt^ (Muhammadag).] • 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr..Mirza. # [Tanffail Wist (Muhammadan).] • 

Abdul Hafie Mia, Mr. [Kurigratn South (Muhammadan).] 
Abdtil*Hakeem, # Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan)!] 

Abdul Hakim, .Maulvi. [Mymensinph West#(Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muham- 
• madan).] 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Palma West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Kami 4 Shah, Maulvi. [ Kiaiholvganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
AhduWabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadta)*] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Mukta^acha (Muhummadau).] 
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manik^anj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymenaingh North (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul M^jid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. [Bakar^anj West (Muhammadan).]# 

Abd#l Wahed, Maulvi. ^Myrnensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdulla-Al MaS^nood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rahman, 9 Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. # [ 24rP a rgauy* Nortb-Eaat 
^Muhammadan).] % 9 

Abdur ftahman Siddiq# Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

• • • 

Abdur Raahfed, MauWi Md. [Hiifihtm ^duhammadan).] # ^ 

Abdur Raachid MfXmood, Mr. [berajganj Nortfi ,( Muhammadan^] 
Abdur Rad!, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] • 
Abdur Rauf, Khan BaLadur Shah. [Rangpifr South * (Muham- 
* * madan).] *• * # ' # # * # 

Abdur Rassak, Ifaulvi. [feni (Muhammadan).] # 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Du<ra North Central (Muhammadan).] 



rtt ALPHABETICAL LIST Pf MEMBER. ' / ’ 

j^bidur Beta Cfcowdhury, Khan Bahidur Maulvi. [Chandpjir West- 
^ , (Muhpmmadanf/| • V « ^ I 

A^ra Ho#sa*i Skrkaj, Ma^vi. ^GlibtfLlha North (Muhammadan). ] % 
VhrtBFaxl, Mr. Muhammad [Madaripur IWest (Muhammadan).] 

*Abul Haahim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (MutAmmadaft^.] * 

AJbul Hdfcwn ^hmed, Mr. [Netnfkona^lForth (Muhaimmulan).] 

Afoul Quasam, Maulvi. [Hooglily (Muhammadan).] • 
i Acharyya Choudhury* Maharaja Sashi Kanta. of Muktagacha, Mymen- 
singh. fltoeea Landholders.) 

ATtab^Ali, Mr. (tV«ter Transport Trade Fnion.) 

Altai* Hossain Joartlar, Maulvi. \ Nadia ]^st (Mufotomadan).] 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] • * * 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Mpulvj. (Goaluudo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hoaain, Mr. ( Gaihandfoa South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. S>ed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan.)] * 
Alfaiuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muham- 
madan).] * t * 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central < 3tfuhammad«u).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Kajshahi South < Muhammadan ).,]^ ♦ 

Anwarul Aziitt, Khan Bahadur Md. [ Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] ^ 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan ). ) 

Asimuddm Ahmed, Mr. [Tippeia Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikgunj East (Muhammadan).] 
^Axhai^Afi, Maulvi. [fabna East (Muhammadan).]* 

Axixul llaque, the lion’hle Khan Bahudur M.. r.i.K. [Nadia JVeat 
(Muhammadan).] 


B 

m • t •!’••• 

^“Tdyerjw, !)«. Siiresfo Chandia. (Calcutta and %iburbs (Registered 
Factories).] ♦ 

Baner^i, Mr. P. [£4-Parganas Nortli* West '(General).] 

Banerjee, Mr * I^ramatho Nath* [Burdwan North-West (General)*} 
Banerjee, Mr. Siljnath. [Howrah (Registered Factorie*).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya'Priya. [Rajshahi (General). ^ 



* Alphabetical list op Abmbbab. it 

.. 1 / / 

Bar^Ali, Mr. Mohammad. #[8erajrfanj Central (MuhammadiJrt.l / 

B**ma, tyibu Preqfhari.t [l/najpur (General)-] 

Barma, a Mr. Puspajit. [Imngpur (Genesftl).] 1 
Barman, Babu Shyama Plosad. [Dinajpur (General).] • ^ # 

Barman, Baku TJpendra Math. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General)i] 
Baau, ^Mr. Watindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Generaf).] 

Baeu, Mr. TSantosh Kumar. [Calcutta Ea^t (tjrenera]).] * 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian tonstituency.) 

Bhowmik, Hr. Gobiuda Chandra. [Midnapose^ Kast (General).] # 
Birkmyr#, Sir Henry, Bart. (Hooghjy cum llowinh (European).] 

« i 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Caravan. [Nadia (General).] 

Bifw^s, fir. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).], 

Biswas, Mr. Stirendra Nath. [Faridpur (General'.] 

• * 

Blomenstok, Mr. L. M. (Bengal Chambei of Commerce.) 

Boy, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

Brasher, Mr. F. ('. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Brown„Mr. A. G. [(Calcutta and Suburbs (Europeun).] 

m * 


c 


•Chakra baity, Mr. Jatindra Natli. [ Hung put (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [ Bogra cum Pubna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 1 24-Pargaryjs Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale. Mr. «T. W. (Anglo-Indian . ) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. j Burdwan Division (European).] 


D 

Das, fir. Mahim Chi&dra. [Chittagdnjf (ueueraij.j 
Das, Babijb Radha^Natb. # [IIooghly # Nov|h-East (General) *] 

* Du •, Mr. Anulud "Chandra. (V^Parganas North-West* (General)*) 
Das, Rai’Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [ Murshidahad (General).] 

,Das, Mr? Monomohan. [Mymensingji JEast (Gdh|rgl;/) * *’ 

Dass, Baba Debendra Nath/ [Birbhum (General).] • 

Das Gupta, Mr. Kha^endra Nath. ^Jalp^igiiri cum Siliguri 
(Gitoeral).] • 9 



g * ALPHABJ^ICAL LIST Of^EMBEEfil * 

V \ • , 1 

\)M G^upta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Can 

Gupta, Slijut Narendra Nath. [Bal 
'‘jfatta, Mr. I^iirendrrf Nath* [Tippera (C 
*Mr. .Harendra Nath. [Jhgrgram ci 
Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hooghly South-AV 
Dutta .Gupta', Mira. .[Calcutta GenSal (Women).] 

Dutta MaAmdar, Mr., Niharendu. [Barrackpore •(Begiatewd 
• Factories).] 


(General).] 

ij SoAth-Weet (general).] 
^neral).] 

Ghatal (General).] 
(Gene*r^l). 


E 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. [Bakargauj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Haque, Knzi. * [Ku riorum North •( Muhammadan).] 


F 

Farhad llaza Chowdhury, Mr. M # [Jangipur (Muhammadan).]* 

Farhat Dano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Foxlul Iluq. the Hou’ble Mr. A. K. [I’atuakhali North (MalMua.' 
madun).] 

Faxlul Qadir, Khun Bahadur Maulvi. I Chittagong North 
(Muhammadan).] 

F&xlur Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpui East (Muhummudan >. ] 

Faalur Itahmuu, Mr. (l)accu Cmversity.) 

French^ Mr. F. II. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C 

« 

% *• • t 

Ganguly, Mr. Prutui .Chandra. [East IVn^ul Municipal (General).] 

Gfioae, Mr. Atul Krishna. [JeWre (General ). f 
Giaauddin Ahmed, Mr. [Ja#nalffar West fMfthauif^adan).<i 
* l 5olwq Sarwar*Hcfeaini, Mr. «6hah «Syed. (Ramgtnj cum Raipur 
^ m (Muhammadan).] • 

Gomes, Mr? A. frDacca Diviaiou (Indian Vhristian).] • 

^ Goswami, M*- Tulsi Chaudra. [ Burdrfan Divisiou North Municipal 
(General).] t 

Griffith^ Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) • 



ALPHABETICAL LIST pF MEMBERS. h 

'Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. BCalcutta Sou^h Central (General)^J * 
Gupta, Mr. U. N. [ftailwa$ r ira<^? ^nion (Labour).] * 

tinning, Mr. Dumber Singh, f [Darjeeling general).] 

Gyaeu^din Ahmed Choudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East*(Muham^ 
madan).] - 4 


H 

• - 

Habibullah, thb Hon’ble Xawab Bahadur K*, pf I)ucca. [Dacya 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] • 

Hafimddin ChoudhVi, Mtfulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan).)* 

HamjduddiJ Ahmad. Khan Sahib. [Kishoreganj East (Muham* 
, madan).] # • 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhttry, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Hashem # Ali Khan, Khan Bahadu^ Maulvi. [Bukarganj North 
(Muhantmffdan). ] 

Hasina Murshed, m.h.f,., Mr*. | Calcutta (Muhammadan') Women.] 
HaieflWflly Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. | Pirojpur South (Muham* 
madan).] 

*ifawkings, Mr. H. .T. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

I 

Idris Ahmed Min, Mr. jMalda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispabaji, Mr. M % A. H. [Calcutta South (Jfuhammadaa^. J 


Jalaluddin Ahma<f Khan Bahadut Maiflvi. [ Cox’s *Baiar (MuhVta- 
madan).] 

, Jalaluddin* Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkjiira ( M uh anyiyK^an) '* 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. [Calcutta .tVest (General).] • 

Jaiimpddin Ahmed, Mr. ^24<^Pargana* South (Mtghfcmmadan).] 

Jopab Ali iajumdw, Maulvi. [Ctandpur §ast (Muhammadan^-] 



i % 

ALPHABETICAL Lli 


W MEM 


vKabiruddin Khan, fihan Bahadur Maulvi\ [Netrokona Soulh (Muhmh 

% madan).] •' 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan JaMSyed. [tMurshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] * ^ 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

• • • 

* Khaitan, Mr. J)ebi Prasad.* (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debemtya l*all. (Midnapore Central (Genefal).] 

KumaT, Mr. Atul (jmndra. jMalda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath (Dinajpur (Genera)).] 


MacGregor, Mr. (i. G. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, l)r. [ Bogra North (Muhammadan).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed. Muulvi. [*Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Chomlhun, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) * 

Mahatah, Maharajkumnr Cday ('hand. [ Burdwan Central (General)J^ 

Muhtabuddin Ahmed. Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central 
West (Muhammadan).) 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 
Maitra, Mr. Surendra r Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (Qeneral).] 

% Maji*Mr. Advvaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mr>. llemnproxa. (Dacca (General) AVoroen.] 

Mai. Mr. Nwnr Chandra. (Midnapore South-AYest ((Jeneral).] 

Mandal, Mr^Annita Lai* | M> mensingh West (General).] 

Mandal^ hfr. Bauku Behari. (Burdwa* North-Wesl (GeneraJ).] 
Mandal, Mr. Biraj Chandn* *[Faridpur (General).] „ . 

Mandal, Mr. dagat ChnndrU. fTippera (Gederrf1) # l •. *,* 

Mandal, Mr,*.Joffendra Nath* [Bakarganj Norlh-Ekst (General),! 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [ Midnapore Central (General).] 
Manirtiddin \kfeapj, Maulvi. . [Rajshajii Jforth (Muhammadan)*] • . 

Maniruaxafnan Islamabad!, Maulana M«L (Chittagong South Cental 
(Muhammadan).] * * 

Mai|bul Hosain, Mr, (Tippera Ndrth-East (Muhammadan}.] 



. * • « . 

ACPHABETICAU LIST fF MEMBERS. rifi 

M»il6, Mr. F. J. .[ChitUglg Division ^Europearf).] * 

Ma rod Ali Khan Panni, Matly, JT|ngail Sou A ^Mul^m^adan).] 
Mihw, Mr.C. W. (Indian Tea Association.^ 

Millar^ Mr. C. [Calcutta and Subuitn (European).] 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Baha^j*. [fogra West (Muhajimadan).] 
Mohsin Ali, 3r. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammatlan). ] * 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad . (Calcutta University.') 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e. [Presidency Division (.European).) 

Moslem* Ali Mollah, Maulvk | ltajshahi Central ^Muhammadan^] # 
Mosammel fauq, Mpulvi Md. ( Bhoia North (Muhammadan).] • 

Muhammad^ Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Sved. [Pirojpur North 
m (Muhammadan). ] • 

Mutfammad IbraRim, Maulvi. [Xoakhali North ( (Muhammadan). ] 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. [ Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Israil. Maulvi. | Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. ( Bankura (Muham- 
madan).] o 

• • 

Muhammad Sctlaiman, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [ Burrackpnro Municipal 
(Muhammadan ). ] 

Mukerji. Mr. Dhirendru Narayan (Hooghly North-East.) 

.^j^k^erjec, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. (Calcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian *.] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [ Birhhuui (General). 1 
Mullick, Ohe Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari. [lthulna (General).] 
Mulliek, Mr. Pulin Beharv. | Howrah (General). ] 

MulBck, Srijut ^kshutosh^. [Bankura West (General). J 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawah, Jihan Bahadur. [Jalpai- 
jjuri cum Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] * * 

Mustaga^fsal Haque. Mr Syed* [Bager^at (Muhammadan).] * 
Mustafa Ali • Dewan, Maulvi. [ Brahmanbaria • North (Muham- 
nfadaif).] t 

H 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja SrWhandm, of Cwixubasar, 
(Presidency Landholder ) # 

Nasarnllah, ^Nawabsada K., Parliamentary Secretary. [ Brahma* baria 
, South (Mtihaidmadan).] 



^1 alphabetical Liar*OF members. 

HiAer, Hr. H«m Chan4ra. [24- Parana* Soutt-Eaat (General).] 
Naaiher A$, Hr. 8y<SJ. [Jeuoqp %sd|^ ^Muhammadan).] 
^yijnuddin, tbe Hon bTe Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta North 
(Muhammadan).] «* 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cim # Howrah #unicipal (Muham- 
^ madan)^] • * * 

Norton^ MY. IJ. R. # (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


. P 

Pain, Mr. Barada Pronanna. [Hooghly cum Howrafi Municipal 
(General).] % , , 

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

i 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharun. [Malda (General).] 


R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadat.^J 
Raikut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. (Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(General).] 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar,^Maulvi. [ Bogra East (Muhammadan).] 

* Rami«uddiu Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan).]* 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. [Mymensingh East (General).] 
Raraur Rahman Khan, Mr. (Dacca South Central (Mjihammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. P||iram. [Khalna (General).] 

Roy, the Aon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Sin^i. (Burdwai Landholders.) 

Roy, Kumar Shib Shekharc^w^ir. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

* • 

JJgy, Mr^Charu Chandra. [MtmenBinghAYiest^General)^ 

Rpy, Mr. Dkananjoy. [Dacea East (General).] *\ 

’ Hoy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Jir^Kimn^dkar. ( IJac;ca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. «K.ishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).] 

Roy, Rai Bah ad u* Kahirod Chandra, (fJhfttagong Landholders.) 

m Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General).]* 



AliPHABETlC^LISf OF MEMBERS. *r 

S 

Sndarad<Jin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj Soufh (Muhammadan).] 

Safiraddin Ahmed,* Haji. [Rangpur* North (Muhammadan).] 

• • 

Saheb Alam, Mr.sSyed. [Dqpea Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, JMr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Mi&ammadan).] 

Sanaullah, ]5r. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan), f * 

• • 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Muniripal (General).} 
Sany^l, Mr. Sasanka Seklyir. [Murshidabad (Ggiferal). ] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogja Pabna ^General).] f 

* • 

Sarker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Bengal National Chamber 
*,^of Commerce.) , 

Sassoon, Mr. R! M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Mr. Atuf Chandra. [Dacca East (General ).J 
Sen* Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East 

(General).] % 

# • 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [ Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahahuddin. Mr. Khwaja, c.b.f.., Parliamentary Secretary. [Narayan- 
®^ganj South (Muhammadan).) 

Shuheduli. Mr [Matlabhazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed. Mr. [ Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 

Shumsuildin Ahmed Khandkar. Mr. [ Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. ( M> men.singh South (Muhummadan).] 
Singha,*Bahu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).) 

» 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bunkum West (General).] 

Siffiar, Babu JLitta Miyida. [Bengal I)ooar* (Western; Tea Garden 
Labour.*]* 

Smitl^ Mr. H. %Brabant. [Rajshahi Division ( Europe*# ) f ) 

Steven* Mr. J. W. R.^ [ I)a(*a (European).] » 

Suhrawardv,* the Hon’ble Mr. II. J?. [24-l^rgunas Municipal 
•(Mubammtwl$if).] # * ^ 

Sur, Mr. Harendfa Kumar. [Nitakhalf (General).]* 

•T # 

• w 

Tamtsnddif Khan, the Hon’bfc Mr. [Faridpur Welt (M chain i^adan).] 
Tapuriah, Rai^ Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Morw&ri Aasociatiqp.) ' 



«*f lLPHABITICAI USTJOV MSflfBERS. * 

ThAkrfr, Mr, Prolhatha lUnjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Tofel Ahme^ Choudhury, Maulti flaji. [Bhola South * (Muham- 
madan).] * 

i i i 

W 

^ % # 1 
Waliut Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 

JWalker, Sfr. W* A. M. 4 Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Warren, Mr. P, *F. S. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

WMtehead, Mr. It. *i Indian Mining Association.) 

• Wordsworth, Mr. W* C. (Ifcugal jChamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Yusuf Mirza. [24-Pargunas Central (Muhammadan).] 

Z 


Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadj^tL] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghlv cum Serampore (Registered 
Factories) Labour.] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


(Official Report of the Sixth Session.) t 
Volume Ly— No. 1. 

Proceedings of*the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under tie provisions of the Government of India Act v 1935. 

* 

The Assembly met in tin* Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the STth November, lMtl, at 4-4o p.m. 

Present : 


Speaker (the lion Tile Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haui’K, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair II llon'ble Ministers and 214 members. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER* In aivorda nee with the* provisions <d rub* <J of 
tht^Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following memtjers of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmen 
for the ensuing session : — - 

Mr. Sank Chaudtu Ityse, 

• # 

(2) Mr. W.*A. M. Walker, 

* # * 

(d) Mr. Rasa/f Rahman Khan, 

(4) Miss Mira Dutta« Gupta. 

• 

Unless otherwise arranged* the senior member among tliem present 
in thi above ordifr will presidle over the deliberatipifs of this Assembly 

in my abs^ice and. in the absence sof the Deputy Speaker. 

• • 
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t OBITUARY REFERENCE. * [27th Nov., 

t C4mmittM on Petitjom, * 

i " , * * 

Jlr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 82 of' 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following seven members of the Assembly to fortn the Committee on 
Petitions with (Hit* Deputy Speaker as Chairman: — 

(1) Air! J«»gesh Chandra Gupta, 

(2) Mr. Sypd Hasan A If* Chowdhury, 

(d) Mr. A. M.^\b^ul Hamid,* 

(4) Mr. F. .1. ^arindin, 

(n) Mr. Kshetra Nath Kingha, 

B>) Khan Sail if» Maulvi S\ ed Muhammad Afzal, and 1 
(7) Mr. Han kit Hetiari Mandal. 


Obituary reference. 

< 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, betoie the pioeeedings of 
the day begin, it ir> m\ melancholy duty to refer to the deaths of 
Alhadj Nuwab Bahadur Sir Abdel Kaiim (ihuxiiu\* who died in 
Calcutta on the 24th duly, 19d9, of Mr. Abdul Bari, a sitting member 
who died on the "><h September last at his Calcutta residence *»*d of 
Itaja Bahadur Kashi Kekhareswur Ro\ of Tahirpur, Kujshuhi f who 
died on the afternoon of the 9th September, 19d9, at Baranagar. „ . 

At the death ot the Alhadj Nawab Bahadur, Bengal and especially 
this Assembly hn* reuMin to remember his life’* work; by his death w’p 
i have lost one who wit* long prominent in the public affair* of Bengal 
und eunied out tin* stewardship of lift* faithfulh and well to the 
s servit;** of others, lie wa* a man of outstanding ability ami refined 
culture and for many years us a member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, as a Minister and as a member of the Kxfcutive Coitucil, 
he devoted himself with courage and conviction in ttffkling numerous 
measures to ^ho permanent benefit of this province. He gave freely 
from his rich nature to his own generations and 'to generafions to 
come ait outlook of a very high order and wo* shall always rVmember 
him as a great sort of Bengal. With his death is broken another link 
a generation that gave India many outstanding? men* nnuT* women. 

1 By the death of Mr. Abdul BnVi, Bengal has oeen robl»ed of a 
aealoua young Muslim who showed promise of being in the front line 
of polities' He wax a rising lawyer and a member of the Coalition 
Party. The member* of his own 'party* and those of the Opposition 
were ulrk* impressed hy his great qualities of head and heart. The 
cruel Ijatid of death, has eut down in this instance the life of a fusing 
young man. 



1WM QUESTIONS. * 

TkfHaja Bahadur; of Tahirpur belonged to a well*known Brahpln 
family and was reputed for*his mpni^cenoe. Hf was a ( mkiber of the 
•Bengal Leg islativc Council representing theaDistriH Boards, Raj aha hi 
Division, nrom the 17th June, 1898, to^the 16th June, 1900. 4 . # 

Laities and gentlemen, our heart goes out in sinrerest sympathy 
with their relatives*and I am %ure «t will be the desiip of the House 
to convey our message of condolence to the tuembers of the bentaved 
families. # * • 

I ask you now, ladies and gentlemen* to signify your assent by 
rising in your* plac es. 

(Pause.)* 

(The members rose in *t heir seats.) 

Thank fou, ladies and gentlemen, usual steps will be taken. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 


Appointment of inhabitants of Jeslore in Government sorviooa. 

*1. Mr. 8ERAJUL I8LAM: Will the Hon’lde Minister in 
< Imrf^^ff the Fiimnce Department be phased to ln\ on the table a 
statement showing from April, Lf37, to September, 1939 — 

(i) the number of appointments made in the various departments 
of Government on salaries tanging from Its. 3(1 jmt month 
upwards from the inhabitants of Jessore (to be shown sub- 
division by subdivision and sendee by service); and 
. . • ** 

(it) the number of such appointments that have gone to # the 

Muslims? 

M 

MINISTER )p charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (Urn 

Hoft’blo Mr. Malini Rani an Barker): The information askeil for bv the 
hon’ble§me mb«*r i\not readily available and 1 do not think* that the 
value of Jhe information when Collected ^i!l justify the time nndjabour 
involved in eolleciing it. 

, ■ 

InaoAtay of Mia Abdul •Haflz, d.L.*. . 

•S. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY,: <af lx % Jfon’M? 
•Ifinifter in charge of the Hoyie D*j>ar<rm*nt aware-*-# 

(t) that Mia Abdul , JStirigram South, Rangpur, ha# 

hpen adjudicated aft insolvent by the. District Ju<|ge of 
Rangpur j* * 
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.V* 

* (it) that it was duly notified in the Calcutta Gazette of the 21s< 
jfep£ember,*1939, and f r f 

(Hi) that the said Mia* Abdul Hafiz has drawn his salary^as M.L.A* 
• ’ # for the months of September and October, 1939? 

t 

4^) If the onswer to (a) (in) i.» in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to sfate the reason therefor? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the seat of 
the said Mia Abdul Hafiz has not vet been declared vacant? 

f e i 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (The Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) and <?n Yes. 

(iii) Government have no information. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Tin* matter is still under consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer la) (in), 
will the Hon’ble Minisler be pleased to state if enquiries were made 
at the respective places, viz., t\ie Aceountant-Generers office and the 
Assembly Department to usccitain the in format ion ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter to 1 h‘ 
deult with b\ the Assembly Department and Government think that the 
information should be obtained by putting question to the proper 
department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W it li reference to answer (r), 
will the 11 on'hle Minister be pleased to state if the attention of the 
Government has been drawn to sections OS and 09 of the Government 
of India Act? Section 09(7) (<*) definitely mentions that a number 
becomes disqualified if he is an undischarged insq^Veiit and section 
0S(.7) (h) mentions that bis seat shall thereupon become vacant. I want 
to know if the attention of tin* Government has by *n drawn^to these 
sections of the Government <\f India Act, and if m>, what further con- 
sideration Government is making in this connection?, 

t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You «ve assuming that the Government is the 
••authority ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question was about answer 
( c ) vi*. r t^o matter is still under consideration. I submit that there can 
be no question o! the consideration of Government, because the Govern- 
ment of India Act provides for this contingency. 
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' Ttw ■Hon’ble Khwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN:, I thin! the questidh 
that Hat been put by the Sj>eaker # is^m answer # to anytjii^ that may 
|>e required. The matter may be considered as tft who is to declare 
the seat to be vacant^ 

• 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDItf AHMAD; Will the 1 iam bic Mister 

be please*d to # state whether the adjudication was made and 

the case is awaiting a decision? 


The .Hon’ble’ Khwaja Sir. NAZIMUDDIN : Rlyrte no official inhu- 
mation on tflnt subject. All I know # is tlqit the thisitf was published in 
the ('alruttf i Gazette. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAftYAL: Will the HonTh* Minister be 
pleased to state ft any rules ha\e been mode as provided under section 
68(7), which says "Rules made by the tfovernoj oxereisinj; bis indi- 
vidual judgment provide tor the vacation by a person", and so on. 
Have any rules been made? 

The Hon’bfft Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have said, the 
matter is still under consideration The whole question about the 
declurtYfton of a seat beintf vacant has arisen in connection with another 
file and the matter, as I ha\e said, is rather complicated. We have 
iM come to any final decision yet. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be* 
pleased t<^ stati* it tin** iii^iiilicr is t<> be tieatod as a member of the 
House pending the consideration of Government? 

Mr. 8PEAK(p • It »s a question of opinion. 

Or. VlALINAI^HA 8ANYAL. Xo; it is a question of * fact, 
bemuse we in this ITotAe may haxe a # st ranker amongst us it he 
happens # to ljp hen*. 

• b 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’hle Munst’^ 
be pleased Jo state whether the member concerned, will” In* itllcwred to 
tnhke^a speech in this House? , 

4 

Mr# SPEAKER: I mijrht >a v that this is not* a* matter wiych is 
wi^Jiin his jurisdiction. 
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( 

% 

* Or. MAUNAKiHA fANYAL; ‘Will the JEEon’ble Minister be* 
pleased to s^te how long will th? Government take to finish its consi- 
deration P 

The HonDle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Pthink it wont take 
verj^long. The matter is practically ifiature for fenal decision. 

Dr. NALlriAK8HA SADYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased <o state *if the same eon si deration would be exercised or 
expended to inenibevf of other parties also they hapj>en to be insol- 
vents? (Laughter.)* « 


Appointment of Scheduled Castes men in the Calcutta and the"beitgal 
Police servioes. 

•3. Babu RADHANATH DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department In* pleased to state whether Scheduled 
Castes candidates have been appointed in the Calcutta and Bengal 
Police services, since the beginning' ot the year 1^38 to the end of 

February, 1939? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative will the lion ’hie 
Ministei he pleased to state — 

( i ) how many Scheduled Caste?, candidates haw* been given service 
in the Calcutta and the Bengal Police separately ; 

(»») what art* their designations in the service; 

(/. i) how many Schctluled Castes candidates applied for services 
in the Calcutta and tin* Bengal Police during the aforesaid 
period ; and 4 

9 

\tr) wha^ is the percentage of the Police services, in Calcutta and 
' Bengal Police separately, enjoyed by the* Scheduled Castes 
of Bengal at present? # 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: i Calcutta Police-r- 
NV) ; Ihntjul Vol\cc — Yes. * 

(h) *{i\ and \n) Calcutta Police — Does not arise ; Bengal Police — 41 
of whom 4 areSub-Inspeetor** and 37 are constables. , 

(in) Calcutta Police — No record wus kept of such applications. 
There* was no recruitment to posts of Shh-Inspector during the 'period 
in* question. 
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Bengal Police — lid candidates applied fop posts df 8ub~Inap*otor. 
No record was kept ol applications fjr posts of constable. ( # 

(iv) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred touin the repig to clause (it?) of starred question Bo, 3 
showing the percentages which members of the Scheduled Pastes bear 4f the 
total strength of the Bengal and Calcutta Police, rank by rank.* • 


Raffk. 

• 

• 

Bengal P#lice. 

Calcutta Police, 

• .* • 

Sche- 

duled 

Caster 

Sanctioned 

strength. 

percent 

age. 

Sell©. 

duled 

Caste*. 

Sanctioned 

strength. 

i 

Ajroent- 

age. 


• 






Inspector * . . 

• 

i •» 

289 

•69 


61 


Sub-Iaapeotor 

13 

1,884 

09 


12o 


Aamstdht Sub-Inepector 

5(1 

l.tllp 

3 45 

1 

154 

65 

Head Constat ilc 

« 

1.144 

•52 

1 

427 

23 

Constable # • . . 

• 

437 

% 

20,396 

2 14 

! 

ft 

4,ft8H 
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Mef SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will tin II on’blc Minister 
be pleased to state if (> head constables and 4 ; 17 roustables belonging 
t^the Scheduled Haste community have proved themselves as etlicieiit 
as non-Hengalees? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN * It is too early to come# 
to a declaim on this question. • 

Jfr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister In* 

pleased to state* # w lie! lie i» the policy of Government has Wen changed 
to help recruitment of u larger numher of mitives of this province an 
constables? 

The Hon^e Khwaja Sir NAZIMlfDo’lN • The* answer is in the 
ejn ph a t \c «ftfrm a t i \jf 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble, Violate?-* 
•be pleased *to state whether (jovernmeat Jiave already given effect to 
this change of policy? 

The Hoit’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 


$ * QUESTIONS. [27th Nov., 

•BabU RADHOtUOAN SARKEit: With reference to answer "(a)' 
Calcutta 1 'oVcep-No”, *will the ^on’ble Minister be pleased to state 
on the floor of’ this 'House the reason for the total absence of the. 
Scheduled Caste recruitment in the Calcutta Police? 

** j 

The HoiPWe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Evidently suitable 
candidates did not apply. 

Babu MADiffUSUbAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state hrtw many Scheduled Caste candidates applied for posts 
in (the Calcutta Polity!" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 

honourable member to answer (in). 

/ * . 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: 

tW=[ ap|K)intmcnt *RT CVTTlTCf Wt Scheduh*d Castes 4* different 
communities^ 15 ^ application call ^fT HTTCIfW fa*W oKH4 

application <■£! CTR TfCSU fa«W ? 

The Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 woujd refer the 
honourable member to answer (///). 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Bengali publications proscribed and withdrawal of ban by Government. 

1. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: ui) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Political) Department aware tha+ "Natun Laier 
Alo” a novel by Sreejukta Uiiual Prntiva Debi has Ixkn proscribed? 

(h) Wild tlie*Hon*ble Minister W pleased to lay oi^the table 9 state- 
ment showing for the last ten years — 

(i) the names* with authors of Bengali novels proscribed by the 
, • • Bengal (government; and 1 v • 

* "(»/) names ot books on which bans have Wen withdrawn during the 
last (wo years? t 

(c) Do the Government propose to withdraw the ban on the rest of 
the Bengali novels? If so, when? 

fdhDo the Government pronose to withdraw the ban on the Weekly 
M&stloor edited by Sreejukta K. C. Mitra? 
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' Tto.Hon'Me Khw«ja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:>I Ye*.* 

(6) (t) The attention of tte ho%’bl| member it iuvitej tl the lists of 
•publications proscribed, copies of which are placed*in the Library. 

(u) (1) “Samyat|ider Gorar Katba” by Bijoy Lai Cbatterjee;# 
(2) “lather Dabi” \\ Dr. Sarat Chandra Chntterjee. 

(c) Government are not prepared to make, a general statemen^but 
are ready to consider individual cases on their merits. # 

(d) The pnj>er (‘eased publication when tasked to furinsh security. 


* Mr.*8I^NATH BANER8EE: Will the llonW Minister 1* pleased 
to state the number of lw>oks prosefibed •since l ?>.*?!>, because fn»n the 
list laid <m the library table 1 find that 2.5.41 books were prosciibed 
up tt^JMti and at ter that there is no list of proscribed books ? 


The Hon'ble* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:* I have nothing further 
to add to what is in the list. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CJt AKR ABARTY : 

jutto c^tc? ^rRTTO fa — nfan'R* Jtcrotrsrin 

aw "farerrel wWws" c* mtmfiw, sra wr 

f=tm*tTW»sicTnc r 7 fa? 


- Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a reques t tor aetion. 


Dr. NALI NAKSHA 8ANYAL : Does the Government consider the 
desirability ot reviewing the entire list generally without reference to* 
any paitaular book or any application or petition us mentioned in 
answer (r> in \iew ot the changed political eireuiiistam es? 

The Hon’bl^Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficult to 
make a general review ot the lx»ok*. beeau^i a** already stated by one 
of the ^embers i^ere are 2.5(H) books and it means that 1ioi*»et>ody will 
have to ^ro through all the b<*k*» before action can be taken. Jhat is 
not possible, but. if uppfioations are made •w ith refejenoo to any parti- 

cular bnoksethev "ill he* carefttllv examined. 

•• -• 

• #• 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 'be 
pleased to state whether the book .Xotnn Diner Ain was couriered by 
•Government for removing tb «4 ban .over it? 

TVlO HOfftrit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It. # musi hav<* been 
considered. # 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE r Will the Hon’ble Minuter now* 
consider the desirability of removing the bUn over the book edited by 
Bimal Protifa ‘i)ebifl 

' Mr. SPEAKERS That is a request for action/ 

, A « 

fo. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of permitting tlie Ye-publioation of the Weekly 
1 Mazdoor without security if an application is made for that purpose? 

• t 

‘The Hon’ble Khwa/a Sir NAZIMUDDItt: 1 do not ^hink that 

will b* possible. * . 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why security was asked for from the Weekly Mazdoor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Because it was writing 

articles which were likeK to excite the labourers. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOftE: Sir, I did not propose for action 
to be taken in my previous question, but what I wanted to know' was 
whether (Government will consider tin* question of withdrawing the 

ban? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been answered with reference to 
Dr. Knnyul’a question. 


* Adjournment Motion. 

% 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
beg your leave to move an adjournment motioi. of wh[<*h I have given 
notice. 

A* 

A 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want V know the situation that you want to 

discuss. . 

iRpi HARBN QRA*NATH CHAUDHURI : The sB tuition I want to 
jjjscuss in what has been created by the prohibition of b rtM ' e8 *i on8 » 
meetings, vml assemblage of all kinds; a notification has been issued 
under the Defence of India ‘Rlile* prohibiting all processions, meet- 
ings, and aWmbloge. Out of that a regrettable situation has arisen 
in which there hafc been a complete prohibition of freedoity of ajMerh 
and association. 
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W Hon’Mt Ktaftja Ur NAZlMUDDIN: My {Jwluninary «*>*»■ 

tion,' Sir, ia that the procedure oj banging an/ matter^ toithe notice of 
# thia House by means of an adjournment motion* is an abnormal pro- 
cedure and the usual procedure is that if anything can be brought 
before the House bf means of normal procedure resort should not be 

bad to an abnormal procedure # 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I submit that. th« matter should^ 
be left to the Speaker. * 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanval, .1 must request \ou not to assume • 
• * • • • 
the role of the Speaker. • 

• 

The Hon’ble -Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: ’Therefore, I submit to 

y«*u, Sir. that *in tins ras* tlie honourable member could have given 
notice of a resolution to discuss this question, but as be has failed to 
do tSlat I submit that it is not permissible to him to move an adjourn- 
ment motion, because the cause ot action arose before the kM (lavs' 
notice, ns required, and it the honotanble member bad taken steps be 
would have lf|en* able to bring this matter before this House by means 
ot a resolution. Therefore, the adjournment motion should not 1* 
allowyj. Then. Sir. I ha\e got further objection to tin* statement 
made bv tin* honourable member that all public meetings have been 
prohibited which also is not entirely correct. 


Mr. SPEAKER: H axe x ou got the (rovemment notification on the 
subject Y 

I finTl from the notification given to me that it onlx applies to^- - 
Mieh meelings are likely to affect prejudicial! \ the ptiblie safety, 
t )qp defeat e of^ India, nr the public order and tranquillity. 

• • 

Rai HAREt^DRA NATH CHAUDHUftl: Jla> 1-t.jjl.mit, Sir, 
that if <1 <m-s not apply only »to the war situation !• The notification 
covers fhree or tour lAragraphs. In* the first it is mentioned that 
there ^hou^d Is* “no pu^li^ ptoc»*ssi*n. meeting or usHeinbly for the 
Jurther&fhe or dyy*Ussion ot am subject whirl# i* likely to 
prejudieiaHx the public safety, the defence of Inrfta,*or the public’ 
order and tranquillity.” Set tar as the concluding part of paragraph 
J is concerned, it does not therefore relate to tlnf dejern e f»f India or 
to the war situation but to pflblic Arder and tranquillity. Then again, 

Sir, so far as the second patu graph of the notification is concerned, 
it is* lauftdown that no public procession . meeting or nssctyhly at 
v^hich there is likely to lx* discussfon of an^* subject which may affect 
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th# public safety* the defence of India or the public order and tran- 
quillity, sho^tlt^ be held except , without permit. So you will see, 
Sir that the notification Las reference to processions and meetings 
jrhich have no connection with the defence of In^ia or with the war 
situation. 

M?, 8PEAKER: May I take it then, Sir Nazimuddin, that your 
one objeUtiofl te the adjoyrnment motion is that the notification does 
%iot prohibit public pro<‘e8si(his or public meetings or assembly but 
certain things that will affect th* public safety, defence of India, 
puffin* order and tranquillity. What i s vcfur lather pointy 1 

r 

t ' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My point is, that, it a 

member is in u position to move a resolution on a particular subject, 
then in that case the adjournment motion is not admissible. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, May I submit antftlier 
point 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bnsu, if th ere is any complicated point 
later on developing, then I will certainly ask um if you have got 
anything to say . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Max I. Sir, 

answer the point raised by the Hon’hle Minister '1 The only rub* that 
he cun quote in support of his proposition is rule r). This rule 
<mlv says that such a motion eould 1 m* moved where a resolution could 
be moved, but it doe* not say that, because a resolution i*ould be 
* moved* on a certain matter, therefore an adjournment motion could 
not be moved on the subject : that argument does not hold good, it is 
rather preposterous. ** 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the first point is co/irerned, I r think 
that Kij; Xaximuddin’s contention is not* correct. So far as t[\e other 
point is concerned, t I am not clear in m\ own' mind— — 

,l*tM Hoh’b*. Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. \ beg to withdraw 

other point. * 

1 * • 

Mr. SPEAKER : Now the position 'is much simpler. The re&son 
why the first point is not correct is that— if Sir Xiurimuddin will 
kindlx* % see the rule* r ~ the motion must ifht anticipate a matter which 
was previously appointed # for consideration or with reference fo 
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• 

which, a notice of motion has beeh previously given. * Therefore, ao«far 
as thia rule is concerned indues not contemplate the right of a member 
to give notice, it does contemplate tile uctuij fact-aof a resolution being 
. tabled fdV the puroose. Even takiyg an extreme view that liai 
Hareydra Nath Cnudhuri knowing •full well he had an opportunity 
of giving notice o£ a resolution of this character, does not deliberately 
or purposely do so, so far as the technical ^interpret at ion of th^rule 
is concerned, he will he within his rights io do so, # provided he 
satisfied other conditions, viz., as to whfthlr it* is a ifiatter of urgent 
public importance, and whether it is a matter in whVh the adjourn- 
ment of the Rouse is desired or not. 

• ^ • 

Even though ^Sir Nazimuddin •has withdraw/! Ins otliei olytutinn. 
in view of the contentions that have been raised, 1 am not perfectly 
satisfied iti my own mind as to whether this motion is in order, in 
view* of the language in Which it has been couched. 1 am not dis- 
cussing the subjeel -matter of the motion. Ipit so fur as the framing 
of it is concerned, if the House has no objection, then 1 propose to 
giv% niv decision at o-MI p.m. to-morrow. 1 will coiimiuuinite with 
the memher> concerned about this at the end of the meet in L r to-nig}»t. 

• 

Mr. 8AtfT0*SH KUMAR BASU ! May f in this conncihon draw 
umi attention to the adjournment motion ot which I have given 
notice I have just had a typewritten paper handed to me ret Using 
consent but no reasons have been given. I submit. Sir, it limy be 
possible for me to convince you 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 shall be glad if vou will kindly see me after 
adjournment to-night 

• 

The Hon’bte Khwtji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in view o'! what 
y^i have said, may 1 mu bin it something on the point which I ruined 
first? • 

*9 

. Mf. 8PEAICER : I think it will la* better if you will nee me in 
the Chamber after th% meeting I w*Il discius the motter with you 

and Mr. Kai Cbaudhuri. 

• • • • 

* • • 

Dr. 8URE8H* CHANDRA BANERIEE: Kir. Stw adjourn- 

meat motion «tlt. v*?t consent pTCHM Wffct move cMtftsr- 

f* r 

tpr. BREAKER: I *ilt consider both these # motions together, 
whether ttiey are yi order or not * * # 
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’ pr # NALINAKIHA 8ANYAL: But, Sir tfct trouble i* that tiiu 
will menu MMJe of tftne comudt^in^ the * number of adjournment 
motion* that have been iabled. Under the rules we cannot move 
more than one adjournment motion a day. And it will tate a long 
time to finish all the adjournment motions if we^go on at thi? rate. 

kr. SPEAKER: 1 (hm’t think you have right of re}dy <jver Mr. 

Rai Uhaudtr’ri and Dr. Banerjee. 

• * 

e 

Or. NALINAkSHA SANYAL: I think, Sir, it in th* right of the 

Uoase— — , t 9 

Mr, SPEAKER: Any way I have not got the super-intelligence 
which probably others have. 1 cannot specify anything in ^connection 
with that. We arc still in the early stage. You know verj“well 
that I will he the last person to reject a thing by my authority which 
1 have reason to suppose should he admitted. Therefore, in view of 
the fact that to-day is the first sitting of the session 1 want to discuss 
that with Mr. Rai ('huudhuri and Sir Na/.imuddin as to the form of 
the notice of the udjounment motion and also as regards the legal 
aspect of it. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May l enquire. Sir, that if 
the ('hair finds that u certain motion is not within the traiYiework 
of any special rule, do yam not think, Sii. that such motion i* auto- 
matically thrown out Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturally. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Then Sir, has the Khair not 

come to the decision that the motion under consideration is not 
within the iramewoik oi the rule!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: No not yet 

u 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Do yv c take it. Sir, that regarding 
(’omrade Batierjee’s motion you will waive it., urgency ? 

~ *r. 8PEAKE,R * Hon'hlc^ Mr. Suhrawanly. 

Ordinances. 

The Hon’bM Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg leave to lay 
on the- table the Bengal Raw Jute Futures Ordinance, |939, under 
section 88(2)(af of the Government of India Act* 1935. 
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imj 

Mr..J0CE8H CHpNDRA GUPTA: May 1 aak *for allotment M 

a special day to discuss these tw^> important (frdinanrys-^-the Bengal 
# Kaw Jute Futures Ordinance and the Bengnl HAtsian Cloth Futuraa 
Ordinance — I must .rather say three* ordinances — — 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER! Let the dlontylc Ministers put the other twj. 

. 

Tht Mon’ble Mr. N. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 bjqrAeawc to lay 

on the table the Bengal Hessian Cloth Futures Ordinance, 193, under • 
section S8G. ; M(/> of the Government *>f India Act, lift"*. 

* * / • 

The Hob’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDII* KHAN: Sis* I be* leave jo lay 
before t lie A**emhf\ the Bengal Jute Regulation Ordinance, 19*18, ua 
promulgated by II is K\cellenc\ the Governor ot Bengal, under section 
8 of the Government* of India Act, 199T>. 

• • 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir. J r.-<|U.'*t that o apocmf 
da\ he allotted to consider these three ordinances. These are matter* 
of very great importance and concern the economic life ot the province 
and wo would like to have a da\ foi the discussion of these ordinances, 
their e fleets ;«jd •their a j»j»1 lent ion . 

ThfeHon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY J Sir. mn\ I know if 

t lie discussion will he incrcl\ in the air or 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: The d isciissjon will take place 
on the tlnor ot tins House and let not the llon’hle Minister he afraid 
in anticipation. 


The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But will it la* *m a 

resolution which will he framed bv m\ friend or will ii 1 h* a mere 
discussion in thf # uir just because niv friends opposite desire to speak P 


Mr. .J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: We shall formula!** a motion 
«u> that yie dim ussion n^\ la* Concentrated on that motion. * 


Mr. 8?E*KER: .1 take* it therefore that the # Oppo*itioir wants 
exercire the right ^fiich they have got niftier section tfki‘Jna) of gifiag 
notice of resolution* in connection with it. Well, if such resolution s „ 
come, I wjll fix a certaih amount of time, say three or knit day*, 
•uhles# you waive the urgency atql juaf iff tSo day*. f{ vftu are anxious 
to expedite. I am quite willing to make it shorter. * 

( R*i HARENORA NATH CHAVOHURI:, Thm> days, Sir. 
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* Mr* SPEAKERS I propose to fix three dpyg within which any 
resolution ptych ma^ be table4 iq connection with disapproving of 
these ordinances uiftler furtion 8&{2)(a) by the House, hn» to be table4 
and after that 1 will take necussary steps in the matter. 

('At this stage the House adjourned for 15 minutes.) ' 


( After adjournment.) , , 

Point of Order. 

t 

e * • 

Or. NALINAK^HA 8ANYAL: M r. .speaker, Sii , before we pro- 
ceed with the business of the* House, 1 buv# got to enquire on a point 
of order if you intend to refer the rules circulated to us mplei the cap- 
tion that they are Government Rules to competent lawyers to artertaiu 
if all those rules have been within the jurisdiction of His Excellency's 
discretionary powers. We submit that some ot these rules, particu- 
larly those relating to the Budget, und the details about the piocedure 
of the Budget, upear to us to he beyond the jurisdiction or His 
Excellency. In case the\ an* so, it is within the* lights of this House 
to frame its own rule's on these mutters. It it i-. found that the* decision 
on this also should he that ot Ills l\\cclh*m \ in his aiscietion. then 
we submit that an address Im* presented t<> His Excellence to hove 
this matter examined. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will make a statement to-morrow. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

« 

' The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULMCK: Sir, I beg 
to move that the Bengal Agricultural Rebtois (Amendment) Bill, 19;i9, 
as reported on by the Select Committee he taken into consideration. 

In submitting this motion *o the House I do not think it ie necessary 
for me at this stage to enter into details. The main provisions of the 
Jtlill w'ere explained to the House when L introduced my 
Bill on the «dlsV March last, and on the decision* of the House it was 
referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee* went into 
details at very gre^t length and the report was presented \o the House 
in July last.* * v t t 

Now, ^>ir, the changes made by them are apparent as also the 
reasons for the s&tpe. I do not think, *Sir. it will be necessary* for me 
again to go into those various changes, but with* your permission, Sir, 
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1 might only mention, just two or- three chunks made by the Select 

Committee in order thdt a ploper appreciation ot#them wight be made. 

# In the first place. Sir, an amencfment has lp**n made to tne definition 
of the term “debt", whereby all liabilities iueurred by agriculturists 
on or after the 1st January, 1940, are to be excluded from the ‘operation 
of this Act. 1 he neason indicated by t lit* Committee is to be found 
in the report. It is just to improve facilities for rural credit and 9 to 
shake off the nervousness which is still 1 inhering in the r^intlp of the 
people that this change has lieey 'made; secondly, Sir, 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanyu. : Are you arreptingi it?) s<# far as usufruc- 
tuary mortgage is concerned, the Select Commit tea made this change 
that notice Is to he served on all the persons in possession of property 
subjected to that nfortgagw; and thirdly* Sir, the Committee thought 
that after the uppellute officer’s decision a revision ought to lie before 
the District Judge (Mr. Sanjosh Kviiak Hasp: Ami the High Court 
as well?) (Hni Hakim mu Nath CiumiirRi : No) — 

For that we shall have to wait for a further amendment, hut not 
at thjfi stage 1 hope Mr. Basil will allow me to proceed step by step. 
We have heard of appeals so far. and I think Mr. S. K. Basil will be 
satisfied with an application in revision before the District Judge. 

These atv Up* ftvo or three changes which I thought I might mention 
to the House in order that our points of view might he properly 
appreciated, tl)r. N iiimksha S*niai.: Ifuve you accepted themP) 
Yes. Government have accepted them. Sir, I do not think I should 
lx* impertinent enough, hut I feel a hit surprised at the number of 
amendments that have been tabled against this very short Bill. It 
was designed that we should trv and expedite this measure as quickly 
as possible. However, I have every reason to hope that when these 
amendments are moved,**- it the\ aie moved at^ull, and when my‘ 
explanation is listened to,— there will he no necessity for pressing these 
amendments to any further consideration. # 

drt ith these fpw words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. •* 


Mf. B. BANERJI : fjir, I ffeg to moyr that the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors i Amendment) Bill, 19*19, he recommitted, t 

# In tftifig* so, at the oufset I must submit that Jhe Hon’hk* Minister 
has already acknowledged that there is to he another Btfl which r**ll 
perhaps he fiecessarv for putting this Bill in proper order. To properly^ 
appreciate .the implications of the Bill the HonrTJe Minister gave us 
•threm points, firstly, the definition ef ‘^leM”, “u»ufi4cU*£y mortgage” 
in respect of notices, and also in respecTo? “appel ate offl fers”, But 
the nvpin p^jint fo? which notiae was given was that ifTtUe «Hst ^farch, 
19CI9, the Hon'hle Minister in introducing the Bill'with the Statement 
*' * 



tf GOVERNMENT, BflL. ‘ [27th »«*., 

# * ‘ 

Object* and Reasons pointed outr*that the experience gained in the* 

working of the Debt Settlement Boards hafi sho^a that it is necessary 
to amend tnc ^iengpl A'^jicultur&l Debtors Act, 19-15, in order to 
•ecnre a more rapid disposal of cases and preclude non-agriculturists* 
••from beirfg treated debtors undev the Act, to disj^l the doubts regard- 
ing the definition of usufructuary moitpage and also at the same time 
to check the dilatoriness, in certain cases of the Boards keeping (tasea 
pending for over two ycimr; I, Sir, at that stage pointed out that it 
was up *to l he* Hon’lde Minister to bring a comprehensive legislation 
and not to bring amending Bill&y.fciiUL.ufter year. The Hon ‘hie Minister 
in reply suggested t t haj if I would wait till the result of the Select 
Committee wus out, i and every one would be satisfied with* the rejmrt. 
Now S must charge the Hotr’ble Minister pnd say that lie has gone 
back on his declaration for this reason that the/definition pf “debtor” 
in the essential factor in this Bill which remained vague, and the 
fion’hle Minister in his Statement of Objects and Hensons particularly 
stated that he was going to make an improvement oil this definition, 
and now we are rather surprised to find that this has altogether been 
left out, that is, in clause (>h after the worth “‘a debtoi w hose” it 
was proposed that the worths' “occupation and" should he inserted, hut 
that had been entirely omitted. M r. Steven in hisj mte of dissent had 
particularly hit at that point. He had said that there** us no "object, 
considering the definition of “debtor” to amend the definition or to 
confine the operations of the Act to those for whose relief ’t was 
intended. Now, Sir, if that definition is not properly put, then all 
the mischief automatically comes in. We have noticed and we know 
from our personal experience that every one has applied to this court, 
wheher he is an agriculturist or not. Now, it is also within our 
knowledge t lint many of the ibig znmindars also applied and they got 
relief, in some cases including the Hon’ble Ministers. 

Now, after all this was done, the Government circulated or rather 
notified in the Gazette under the rule-making power restricting the 
limit of this loan up to Ks. 5,000, and in the % Seleet Committee report 
I find that they are satisfied that a eonsideiable improvement has been 
made to the section by omitting the words “ocupation and” as the 
Hon’blc Minister has just pointed out restricting the definition of the 
word “debt” to liabilities incurred prior to the 1st January, 1940, and 
stabilising thereby rural credit. That was Aot, however, ^h^ ^original 
intention of the oleglslation in 1935. If you know it, Sir, it was 
intended for the time being, that is, to give relief to tho&e who took 
loans up that -year, and with the same object as the Hon’ble Minister 
now comes forward to tell un. nanpdy^ to improve facilities for rural 
credit. We have been crying in the wilderness for a long time that 
unless you make adequate provision for ^mral credit, there is no good 
paaainA • Bill of tMs nature. Wh$t is done is done, but Ooveramemi 
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low it t^eir wisdom kv« found dtkt that it is now necessary at least 
to fix m period up to iWl). nVhat guarantee there that ^he Hon Ida 
Minister will not come back again after two oy threw yeani with another 
amending Bill of thi.j nature Y Government by bringing in amending 
Bills y^ar after year^have lost the coftfidence of the jKMiplo* People 
do not know actually what in m>ing to happen and therefore it is not 
proper to # say that the people w ill nut urallw be satisfied and jufal 
credit will again be revived. Therefore I ap|»eal to y»e Hon’blf 
Minister to have this clause regarding definition (troperly drafted. 

Regarding sub-clause \2) tin* report of the Select Committee says: 
“The puffer* given to the Pryvim iul Go\enuuent^»^*ules framed undtr 
section 5*x~f of the Act, to fix the lyax in^um amount of debt tluyj can 
be dealt with under the Acf arc quite effective in serving the purpose”! 

1 say it in Sot. Government have fixed the maximum ut Hs. 5, (MX). 
Now, iT in a well-known fueUtlmt no agriculturist has a loan of mors 

than even lb, 1,(XV). Therefore if it is said that Its. 5,000 should ba 

• # 

the limit of the loan, then why do vou prevent persons other than 
actual^ agriculturists from applying to the debt settlement boards? 
You want 0 » hurry up the disposal of eases by legislation, but the fact 
remains that yon hate to scrutinize thousands of applieatimis many of 
which come frpm •non-agr ietilf urists. 1 know of rases when debt 
settlement IhmiAh turned down rases, because they did not come from 
agri< ultimsts The\ have appealed to the court on one ground or the 
other arul come back again for decision by the debt settlement boards. 
This gives a loophole to the members of the boards as they are ennsti* 
tuted and the result has been that time has been given months after 
months and year after \ear without an\ weighty reason. I know of 
cases where more than two years* time has been given. On this single 
ground 1 think the- Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee. < 

There fire other grounds as well. You have amended section 4 by 
substituting the word* “officer who has had judicial experience* by 
the words “servants of the Crown". I do not know what argument* 
the ilnii'hle Mincer has 4o put forward in support of this amendment. 
Of course there js an appellate court That is a good thing, but wdiy 
are you faking away this power from the judiciary, I mean "Tram person* 
who have, judicial eperienceJ' ^'ou earned expect a servaut ok the 
Crown t*> mete 014 letter justice than a judicial officer. 

Anothl’g (fcnnt to yhich # P should hV to clraw attention* is thfc 
exclusion^ of rent alt og ether f rom the definition of delfts. • When 
»# included iW the debts, the liabilities may lie extended over 15 or 20 _ 
yean*. and the result is thfct the people who have Jo pUy rout *to the 
ktd very merit cannot afford to # 0 , it in up to t Iff* ‘Govern merit to 

ate that justice i* maintained Itytweeu the debtor and the creditor, the 
landlord and the tenant. Iff it js the intention of Government to finish 
tiha ci*tm quickly to give relief to the agriculturists, I think thf 
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maximum timelimit and the pecuniary jurisdiction at Rs. l’^OOO and* 
no? Rs. should b«; fixed. Many nonces have been given to this 

effect and J think rightly^ 

With«these words I move my'motion. 


< lj|r. DHIRENDRA HATH DISTTA: I beg to move that the Bill 
be recommitted to the Select Committee with instructions to submit 
their reporl by the doth- December, 19-19, with further instructions to 
the Select ( omm-ittee to makV additional provisions in clause (!}) so that 
the lxmrd, it iiutliprispd, may intfko an award even if the creditors to 
whom theie is owing not less than forty pfcr cent, of the tptal debt do 
not tfgree to the proposed settlement. 

In moving this motion I wish to say a very few words. Those who 
have experience of the working of this Act know very well that there 
has been accuimilat ion of cases for settlement of debts. If \ou look 
to the Act, you will find that it is impossible to come to a settlement. 
The boards have not l>een invested with power to come to a settlement 
A settlement cun onh be arrived at when 40 per cent, of the creditors 
agree to a proposed settlement. In clause 19(h) dealing with settle- 
ment of debts the first piovisioh is that the creditors must agree in 
respect of any debt before the board can give award in writing. The 
second provision is that if there is no agreement there cannot be any 
settlement even if 40 per cent, of the creditors agree to it. ft comes 
to this that there cannot be an\ settlement b\ the board, because the 

board cannot come to a decision unless one of the parties agree to a 

settlement. This is a state of thing winch is impossible to contemplate. 
There has been accumulation of debts and we are nil agreed that, so 

far as the Bengal debtors are concerned, some soil of settlement must 

be ariived at both in the interest of the creditors as well us of the 
debtors. 

I know, Sir, tliut as a matter of fact these settlements have been 
arrived at, but 1 also know that whenever they make a statemenf , ‘they 
actually usurp the power they have not got. They* cannot but usurp 
the power because the boards have not 1>een invested with any power. 
If Government is anxious that there should be proper settlement of 
debts, the boards should In* invested with such powers. Ti may be 
contended that the boards, as constituted, should not*havp these powers, 
•If Government thjpks that the present boards should no* ‘’have the 
powders they must form new" boards. I suggest — but I do not know 
whether my suggestion will l>e accepted, which I have aliVady made to 
the district authorities — that for the settlement of debts there should 
be a board ifi each union Vonkisting .of three members, namely, one 
person with judicial experience, one appointed by Government from 
amongst the persons residing in the unioh, and one to be elected by 
the members of the union board. If these persons are invested with 
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full po#er, they will le ab^ to make settlement in a very short tijpfe. 
As a matter of fact, since the boards -have been functioning from 1937 
iill now, \ know of cases instituted in 1937*whirR have not yet been 
disposed of. There have been accumulation of cases and the/e cannot 0 
but be accumulation yf cases because the Imards have not been invested 
with powers. So the main thin# ^necessary is that they should lie 
invested with full powers. If this is not dofte, it is useless to«have 
boards of the present type and to have an Act like this^ ^Government 
must invest the boards with full powers, even if the debtors and 
creditors do no^ agree to that. Wi^h these few wonfs I beg to move 
this motion, but I find tha^ the Hnn'hlc Minister not at all hearing 
me. I am afraid he has not underwood jne. lie 4ias not the patience 
to hear me and also to go through the Act itself, and he has no patience 
to know ho* the hoards have t**en working 1 submit 1 have lost all 
faith fn Government, especially the Hon’hle Minister, because he has 
been talking to another gentleman when I am moving my motion. 
Hut 1 hope other member* have given a pafient hearing to me and 
they jeill st* port me in mv view that if there is to he u hoard it must 
he invested with full power 


Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

hope the udinonit ions of my honourable friend will not go in vain and 
I hope ^»lso that the Hon’hle Minister "ill give his ears to me for a 
few minutes. 


Mr Speaker, Sir, I have proposed recommittal of the Hill to tha 
Seleet (\>mmittee not merely (»n academic grounds hut on grounds 
which seem to me to be too real. As a man associated intimately with 
the rural life of Bengal and as an humble lawyer of a mufassil district 
— Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 also want you to hear me — and 1 am told the 1 
Hon’tde Sinister in charge of this department who was also a lawyer 
at one time and that he is assisted in ministerial work by the .Tu<1icial 
Sectaries, probably some of whom are in the Secretariat Work, w« 
all agree that tl^t Hill \fns conceived in a spirit of utility broad-baaed 
upon real and genuine needs of the countrywide, hut, at the same time, 

I must venture this opinion that in actual working * • 


Mr. SPEAKER: Have you moved your motion* Mr. SanxaU' 

• • • • • * 

• • 

• • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL:* Y.-, Sir. 


« » 

* ^ SPEAKER: Hut I uifd^rst •mlydVi have not* mdved it formal* 

ly. I would ask you to do that# 


.Mr. $ASA|IKA SEKHAR SANYXLl Alight, Sir 

. • 9 
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*J[ beg id move that % the Bill bo recommitted with instruction* to the 
Select Committee to make provisions /or — 

• t 

(1) application of necessary provisions of the Indian Limitation* 

' Act, 1908; •* C 

(2) legislative fixation of the maximum amount of debt which can 

be dealt with under the provisions of this Act, together with 
definite rules for governing such fixation. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, probably yo tx are also somewhat .connected with 
this Bill, and we aH»w'ant the people to be, benefited by it^ but we all 
know 0 that it has minted its m.jirk. , Amongst many other things I have 
keen told that there are two formidable questions. There is the 
foi mida hie question of the limitation Act destroying the appeal against 

• decision of debt hoards. You know that the Bill has provided for 
appeal against the decision of a board on various matters and accord- 
ing to section 40 of the Act an appeal has got to be filed within 30 
days. I hat is to say, within the self-contained provisions of thjs Act 
the thirtieth day is the last day and there is no provision in the Act 
itself for extending the period „f limitation. In rule 8(W 7) there is 

# provision under which an appellate court may ask for a copy of the 
decision of the board itself and the convention in main cases is to 
#llow appeals to Ik* filed after the thirty days on the analogy of civil 
suits. But it has been found that at the time of bearing of the appeal 
the preliminary question of the law of limitation cannot save it, because 
the analogy of older 40 of Rule 1 of the fixil Procedure (’ode does not 
*pply, because an appeal against the judgment of a civil court must be 
accompanied by a certified copy of the decree, but here in this ease 
there is no such provision. Section Sti (/) only empowers the appellate 
court in its discretion in ask for u copy. It is not obligatory upon the 

{ arty nor upon the apjK*llate authority itself. Therefore, it is no* 
hiding on the party and the time within the meaning of the Limita- 
tion Act is not available. There are veteran legislates here whrf j are 
acquainted with the provisions of the various Ac«*s, namely, the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and the Provincial Insolvency Act. in the 
Bengal leuanev Act there is section 1H*> which sj>eeifirallv makes 
section* ti, t, 8, 9, 12, etc. <rf the Limitation Act applicable to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Section 78 of the Provincial Insolvency Act 
itself enables the application of section 12 of the Limitation Vet to the 
purposes of the 'Insolvency Act itself, but ben* in tbe Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act how does he get the extension to the period of 
limit at toil 

» % 

4 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr, Sanval, I think these details are matters for 
Select. ( oimiiittee and you may only adduce reasons generally for 
recommittal. 
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tAIAHKA StKH/fR SANYALl The purpose of tho roogfh- 

miti&l in this. So far as the amendments are* concerned, *thny can be 
’discussed yn the merits of the amendments tlfrmselves, but the purpose 
of the recommittal amtion is not so mujph to criticise the purvjgw of the* 
report %a to criticire*the range which is outside the Bill. It it not * 
new law. The Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act has been before ut # for 
a long twne. The Select Committee, particularly the Judicial Depart- 
ment, ought fo have been aware of the pitfalls of the # A#t itself and 
the danger and trouble in the execution oi the law in the country-side. 1 
Now, Sir 1 givp you u concrete example. On the thirty-first day — the 
preliminary day — the uppeifcl fail*, because \mi°kfft»w under section* 8 
of the Limitation Act, it is provided thi^J subject *to the provisions of 
lections 5 to 12 all applinftions filed after the period of limitation are 
time barred* Kven if that applies to the articles of the Limitation Act, 
it applies still more to lcgi*Jations which are outside the purview of 
the Limitation Act. Therefore, I beseech the iloii’hle Minister to 
consult himself as a lawyer and hi* legul advisers and consider whether 
it is jvorth while to remedy thi* detect. Tlien, Sir, comes the out- 
standing question and I am sorry the members of the Select Commi ttet 
did not apply theii mind to the wax in which the boards have been 
robbed of they pywei. I druw xmir attention to section 55 of the Aot 
and also the IMn’lde Minister’s attention 

Suit >-nect ion 1 1 ) sux*. “The Loral Government max make rules for 
rarrving out the pm poses of thi* Art “ Suit-section ( 2) says: “In 
particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power the Local Government may make rules to provide f >r all or any 
of the following mutter, namely: — ‘The maximum amount of debt 
which can be dealt with under the provisions of this Act. ’ •' Whit* 
power i* ftiven to Government? The power given to Government is to 
fix the maximum amount that can 1m* dealt with. But the metlfbd of 
section of authority for enforcing this rule does not lie with tho 
Government, fjy the fi iw*t place. Sir, there cannot be any alternative 
maximum as has been done*. The board hue been given power up to 
Bs. 5,000 and the ( ollector has been given a di*< rJfi^n between 
ft#. 5,0t)jl and Hs. 2o,000. Where* does the Collector get the jmworf 
It has been giveji by rtoverninent. But *w here hys the Government 
taken that ^power from? •G*»vernu»enf ha* no power, but it ran only 
fK the maximum amount of debt. Government feav«^ no power tp fin 
one maximum for the Board and another maximum for tin* MagistrJte 
or Collector. Government have no jmwer to c*reate a third authority. 
,W is specifically laid down “in partinilgr and xfi^rgut prejudice to 
the generality of the powers'the Local Government to mpke rules/* 
It is clear, Sir. tjiat then* are two authorities — one is the debt board 
nnd tile seebnd is the appellate officer, and the Magistrate is aeithnr 
• board nor go apjfellate officer. 
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* , A third authority ^ has been created — 4he Collector or the Magis- 
trate — who will sit in ‘judgment cv^er particular cases without any 
authority having been vested in the Government to do so. Sir, I draw* 
the attention of the whole House — are we goings to be robbed of our 
legislative authority and powers which we have created ourselves — 
powers which have been laid down clearly without any ambiguity? 
It is’ a definite case of robbery. The board ought to be told what is 
the maximum, amount — it may be Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 25,000. Now, Sir, 
the position is that the hoard is the final authority subject to the dis- 
cretion of the Collector. But where does the third authority come 
fitim. The reason ft .ail 1 not very far to seek. It is not so much the 
rules, laid down by*- the autjioiih of this law. These are the rules 
which have been created for the convenience of the Government for 
political purposes. As a humble lawyer of a district ccftirt we feel 
the difficulty. The Collector is there, but he has no authority to 

determine the debt or to enter into any question regarding the debt 
wRhin the meaning of the Act itself. Hut as soon as there is an 
application before the board in which the amount involved is beyond 
Be. 5,000, the bands of the board are at once tied, and in that case 

discretion lies with the Collector. He uses his created authority to 

allow the application nr dismiss it. 1 am giving a- concrete example 
of the injustice that is done in the mufassil districts. If a person is 
undesirable from a political point ot view but at tin* same time is a 
genuine debtor within the meaning of the Debtors Act, the Collector 
refuses to give lnm any leliet. It. on the other hand, tin* debtor is a 
politically desirable person and a member affiliated to a particular 

organisation in which the Ministn is intereMed or even a Minister 
himself, lie gets the* maximum amount of sympathy of the Collector, 
.even if he is not a genuine debtor So, Sir, my submission is — and I 
hofie my friends opposite will consider this point — that the Vgislative 
authcrity has been robbed of its treasure by the Government and the 
Government is making an abuse and misuse of the power and is deal- 
ing with a power which is not given by the* Act itself >Q 

Sir, with all humility 1 submit that the HonTde Minister will 
kitulh consider this matter from its legal as aho fmm its political 
aspect^. I know tin* political argument will not appeal to the 
Minister. Hut I flunk he* should have some respect for the lavr itself, 
and should try to remed\ pitfalls. With these words I commend rnv 
motion to the acceptance of ,thc House. 

• Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 rise to support the motions for 
recommit al on grounds other than those mentioned by my previous 
esteemed colleagues. As a matter of uut 1 am inclined to feel after 
the brilliant speech of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar vSanyal that there is hardly 
anything left for aie to draw the attention of the Hous* to hi this 
connection. Hut there is just one matter which the Select Committee 
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was given definite charge *to look into ami wViich was not properly 

attended to, which requires the Select Com^u(te»s consideration once 
*again^. Ifi the Statement of Objects and Reasons the first and fore* 
jpatffobject for introducing this jiiecebT legislation iHT? been mentioned!* 
as the necessity •amend the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Af’t in 
ord er to secure a more rapid disposal of More rapid disjfbsSJ 

oT'caSes^has f»cen arranged for in the report of the Select Committee 
through two methods: one b\ reducing tin* number dT cases coming* 
before the hoards to such as would be limited bv a particular limitation 
of the amount involved and the cither by d<#iii£ away with certain 
noticeifon the persons concerned for submitting thTir returns as a result 
of those notices. 4 subnyt that licit hi 1 ^ of these two measures are 
likely to bring real i*elicf in regard to disposal of cases quickly. The 
essential tiling is that to-da\ from a studv of the actual working of 
the Act it has bm*n definitefy revealed that so long as proper facilities 
for rural credit*are not created disposal ot ca*u\s quicklv is impossible, 
and even if. as has hern clone* sometimes, paper decisions are taken 
thosP paper decisions are 1 krlv to remain with the boards, or are 
likely to remain unent«>ned for \ea?s and piobnldv for centuries. 
Therefore, the most essential thing f<W the* Select Committee would be 
to advise (b^erflment t<» come forward with a definite scheme for 
liquidating the debts as and when the debt hoards route to a decision, 
and urjess that is done no derision ran be finally made. As u matter 
of fact I have during m\ recent tours in the rural mens discovered 
that in man v districts the debt hoards. when thev call upon tho 
creditors to come to a decision, are faced w'lth one question. vr/,., "are 
we going to have the monev if wc* asked for it on such and smh dates, 
and if not, when are we going to have the money Y" The debt board# 
are riot competent to give anv answer to tb^se questions. And 
creditors # knew that they were going to get something, sav, 1*0, 2fi or 
30 per cent., I believe that manv of these* eases would have been dis- 
pos'd of verv much more* cjuuklv than they are done to-day. As a 
matter of facl.^a large dumber of case-, that v oil find to-day collected 
with the boards — and thev :ii»* reallv verv large in number-- are held 
up because no real settleme nt »■ ••in U* brought about by #the boards, 
and api^ft from the other lefhil and Jec hnic al difh< ulties lire real 
difficulty is due, to absence of rural fredil. lwirtu rut el y for the 
Hon’bhw Minister in charge and for* the present Cabinet. # this year 
has been # a part irulitrlv good year in certyin part^of dfeqgal, ho far^aa 
crops are concerned, and the prices of crops are fairly high, because 
of certain factors not wifchin the control of the Hon’bje ^fiji inters, 
# But taking advantage of these factor# if they waiyint create the 
machinery which will bring refil relief to the agriculturists, then, at 
a future time when inonny will be really needed, # the agriculturist# 
would* be fieed with still greater difficulties than *with what tlfry am 
faced to-day, due fo heavy indebtedness. •! would not ta|fe mftcfc 
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tinid of the House, bn# I must say that tlfle time has come, and it is 
very opportune too foi* Government, to devise real measures for 
relieving the peasantry, f and not merely for tinkering with small* 
* things here and there with a vicY* to bring about s6me alleged improve-* 
meat in the working of the Debt Settlement Act/ I am one of those 
who believe in that Art : I am -one ISi those who really believe in 
the possibility of reducing rural indebtedness to a very large ^extent if 
only Goverrfhient wojild have a bold policy of having State banks 
Along those lines in which these have been instituted in various colonies 
of the British Empire, in South Africa, in New Zealand as well as in 
oeftain States of tlir Ignited States of America. » 

( 

Mr. <1. W. R. STEVEN: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I should like to welcome 
on behalf of the European Group any unending Bill which will tend 
to make for more satisfactory working and give relief to the class of 
people for whom it waft intended. There are two notable improve- 
ments on the original Bill as emerged from the Select Committee, 
namely : — 

limitation ot debts to debts incurred prior to 1st January. 
1940; 

^ (/>) the provision made for right of appeal to District Judges; 

find I would at this point thank the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
amending Bill for accepting these recommendations. 

The experience of the working of this Act lias undoubtedly not 
been at all satisfactory, and any meml>er who knows mufassil condi- 
tions must agree with me, that the Act is not functioning on the lines 
anticipated and hoped, for by every one who is anxious to see relief 
granted to those who must get assistance to allow them to get out of 
the nightmare of debt. 

The inefficiency of a large number of the debt conciliation bohrds 
is so well known to all members of this House that 1 need not enlarge 
on this suhieH, but l would ask the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of this 
Amending Bill to see that strict instructions are given to , District 
Magistrates that boards, whwh have not functioned properly — of which 
there are muny* — are closed down altogether or a Government official 
appointed to take over charge with full powers to settle cases within a 
stipulated i>eriod. 

Coming to the Bill itself, we have tabled an amendment with 
regard to clause' 5(£) fur the clcu*vr definition of “Debtor" which 
most members of this House must agree requires clarification. 

ln w tny opinion (he recent rise in prices of commodities ha* saved 
the situation, as had thij not happened — that is the rise in pricea«of 
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commodities — there i a do toubt in my mind jh* t chnot would 
been created in the mufassil due to the irfcfficient working of the 
•majority gf the debt conciliation boards. * 

Might 1 in closing express a hope that the raiyat, in vfkw of the* 
present prices of commodities, will utilise the higher income in liqtti* 
dating his debts and so save all tht» expense and trouble of having to 
lay case? befpre the debt conciliation boards. This would gradually 
atop the operation of this Hengal Agricultural 43ebtoi% ^ct which ia # 
only justifiable as an emergency measure where a dmatic remedy is 
required. 

Th. Hon’bl. ML MUKUNDA BEHA*RY MULLICK: Mr. SjJeak.r. 

6ir, I aiu sarry 1 have to oppose all these motions asking for recommittal 
of this very shoit and humhje Hill to the Select ('ommittee once again. 

Sir. we have *known Mr 1*. Hanerji for soim* time now, and 1 do 
not think — 1 say this without any disrespect to him — that anybody 
wilMake his arguments very seriously. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon hie Minister 
entitled to spyak atbout a nuinlur in the way that he is doing? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, one of 
the arguments that he ha** Wen able to advance to the House is that 
cases hu\e been pending for a long time now. I wish ho had given me 
one single instance where he could justify his remark that cases have 
been pending for ovei two years now. (Questions have been asked in 
this House from time to time as to the number of cases filed before 
different Hoards, the number of months that they have taken and th% 
way thuWthey have been settled, and I think I h/lve had occasion fo give 
answers to those question** categorically showing the time— — • 

•for. NALINWK8HA.SANYAL : You did not answer; you evaded 
answers. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. MUJCUNBA BEH^Ry mullick: * .and 

I also frankly admitted that the Hoards wfiich had keen formed for the 
first tinie^wVnild take # soim* t hue before* they could get to knoyr the rules 
framed by Government and the sections* of the .fct.s V£itb regard ^to 
these Hoards which have started functioning only recently, it is true 
that it takes some time tn dispose of the cases filed be forest hem ; hut 
,with regard to those Board* wjiich have l*en functioning for some time 
now * they have 1 m en able to di’pone of most of their cases.* In March 
laid when l presented my wlcmand under this head ^n connection with 
the Kudgef, I gave instances to show the disposal of these nfiie* by 
different Boajds * • 
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'Or. NALINAK8H* 8ANYAL: All bdjjpis instances. 

• * • 

The Hon’ble Mr* MUltUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Jt i 8 no* 

♦doubt true, Sir, that when about«H,0(X) boards function in this province 
before whom lakhs of cases have been filed that all these cases van not 
be disposed of all at once; but theosteps^that can be taken and are 
bumahly possible of being taken have been taken and we are»going to 
see that theta* ^ases are not delayed for a very long time. 

Now, Sir, af the time when I introduced the Bill in March last one 
of f the objects that J mentioned in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons was that the amending Bill sceks'to give relief to those for 
whom* it is intended and in that Bill as was introduced in the House 
on that occasion, it was said that a debtor ought to be by occupation an 
agriculturist. Now that clause has been changed by the Select Com- 
mittee for reasons known to them over which they have had discussions 
for a very long time unci the report indicates the suhimary of those 
reasons. 1 hey were all satisfied that the change that has now' been 
made is sufficient to meet the point that Mr. Banerjee has raised that 
it is just to help those people, namely, the ugri< ulturists, out of their 
present difficulties that this restriction is going to he made and further 
to see that after the 1st of .lanuaiv, HMO, whatever liability may be 
incurred, that will not come within the purview of this Act. 

Sir, I am extremely sorry I have not got the proceedings of the old 
Bengal Legislative ( ouncil when this Bill was discussed, but so far 
as I remember — and I happened to be a member of that hnd\ too — 
there was no such statement b\ the then Government that the loans of 
the year !!)•’*» only would be taken into account by these Boards. If 
^Mr, Banerjee can find this out l will be very glad to look into it and 
see whether nr not wav should make any fuithci modification. 

t 

SiY, with reference to one particular matter, namely, that a rapid 
disposal which has been mentioned b\ Mr. 1* Bnnerji as also by mv 
friend Dr. Nulinaksha Sanyal. will follow from the sV‘f*>w that we have 
thought of in this Bill, namelv , to shorten the period of time for 
issuing no^icYs under different sections and b\ tin* fixation of the 
annum/ up to Its. . r »,(KH) and under certain circumstances \yith the 
Collector’s approval up to IN. 'Jo ,000, the number of applications will 
be rather smaller than what it slftuild have* been under existing,. circum- 
stances. Now. fyr, 4hat is no doubt true, and in point of fact that » 
ode of the f>ointH that I mentioned on the last occasion w^ien I intro- 
duced my Bill. I submit. Sir, that these aye matters which have 
really been thought of aml k for which this legislation is absolutely 
necessary. * 

* fc 

As regards on<* other matter which Mr. .Banerjee desires the .Select 
Commit tee to consider once again, namely, as to what “a‘ servant of 
thd Crown” would mean. 'when w*e seek to amend section* 4. If he «be 



1939.} GOVEa^MENT BILL. ^9 

* good enough to refer la thi^ section once again, he will find that unjicr 
certain circumstances mentioned in that sect iojji/ namely, when a Board 
is dissolved, its affairs have to betaken charge of bv some officer. The 
experience of the working of these Boards for these years shows that 
since they are located far away frofn the Subdivisional o*r District* 
Headquarters, it i$*not always possible, — and pethuns impossible, — 
to ask an officer with judicial expedience to tnke charge of the^ffhirs 
of the Board. when it is dissolved hv an order made tinder section 4. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So, an Assistant Sub- 
Inspector of Police will dy. * * 

• 

The Hop'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Mr. Sasun k a 

Sekhar Sanyal is a member of the legal profession and be will perhaps 
appreciate that. *So far as Ihe powers undei these sections, namely, d 
and 4. are concerned, the powers have been .delegated to the Com- 
missioners of Divisions, under section *» and it may not perhaps be 
knoifn to Mr Susan kn Sekhar Sanyal that a Commissioner will gt»t this 
done not by an Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police but bv a Sub-Deputy 
Collector or by a special officei wlm i*>4n c harge cd the J)<*bt Conciliation 
Boards, and %hftse duty is to advise and guide the Debt Settlement 
Boards, to either of whom tin* affaiis of these boards ran be gnen when 
these ig-e dissolved He is the* officer mentioned in section 4 who 
is to see that no difficulty is created in this wav; and we think that an 
amendment of this clause, namely, “office! who has had judicial 
experience” is to be* made* by the cure proposed in this Bill. T submit, 
Sir. therefore, with all icspeet that the points taken up by Mr. Hunerjt 
need not be subletted to any further scrutiny. 

Now ^witli regard to the points raised by Mr.*Dhirendra Nath Datta, 
I can very well appreciate bis anxiety tlrat the Board should be, given 
more powers in order that effective settlement can be made, He took 
mg to task for,not uttentiveh hearing bis points of view which, how- 
ever, was unfoafunately* due to m\ being engaged by a memlter at the 
time. I knew his point very well. lie wlrnts to Hugest that more 
Boards or rather all the Boards should be invested with jtiwer* under 
section 22 in order th& an effective settlement can he made* Now, 
before we get to«that stage Mr. Datta will be good Vnough to find that 
even wfl|n*a creditcg refuses to accept a fair offer made under section 
19 (/)(//), the Board* can certainly refer tke matter un4er section 24 i|nd 
a certificate may be given by the Special Board to see that creditors 
of that description get the presc ribed penalty. !Jow with gvappet to 

• kectyon 22 Mr. Datta may 1* pleased t*» learn thaf V# have recently 
advised the Commissioners to ^iTke into account the* cases of aioie Special 
Boards functioning for softie # tirm* now in order tha4 such Boards may 
be vested with powers under secticgi 22 as they Would consider* fit. I 

• • . 
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mtait, therefore, Sir, that there is enonglg power in the existing Act 
to deal with the points lapsed by Mr. Datta and hence there is no reason 
for recommitting th« Bill* to the Select Committee. 

c * 

* With fespect to the point of ^‘limitation” raised hy my friend 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, I rememher to have came across thi£ point 
before at least on the occasion, natnely, in March last when this 
Bill was introduced and at that time I apprehended that thete would 
he a good number of appeals. Perhaps my friend Mr. Sanyal may be 
surprised to hem .that there have been only 1151 appeals so far, before 
the special appellate officers, preferred against the decision of these 
Boards. This figure* of 119 is the one which I had in Mgrch* and I 
liuve flot scrutinised' the figures siifte then. He will be good enough 
to find from section 40 as also from the amending clause which deals 
with jxiwers to he given to District Judge to deal with applications in 
revision uguinst the decision of the appellate officers that the period 
of limitation has also beep mentioned in the same section. In respect of 
the time that may be taken for the purpose of getting a copy of the 
order, etc., Mr. Sanyal may he good enough to find from the Act itself 
that there is no mention that the copy of the older has to he filed along 
with the memorandum of appeal. The grounds of appeal arc very 
simple and it is riot, necessary at that stage to take c.ut cop\ of the 
order for drawing up the ground's of appeal. The records of 1 he case 
will be before the appellate officer ; the order, the petition and the 
evidence that Iihn been recorded will all h<* there. And therefore no 
difficulty has been experienced so far from that point of view, namely, 
that unless 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of rule HO appellate 

officer’s refuse to take appeals without copies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That is a 
discretionary matter. If it was brought to the notice- of the Collector 
or the (Government, perhrps it would have been seen that no such 
difficulty wrs created in that way. because there is no provision in the 
Act its df ; hut up till now not a single* case of such a difficulty has 
been mentioned hv an> one. However, Sir, it is not a matter for any 
further consideration at this stage. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, the Hon'hle Minister 
ias not properly, clarified the point of “limitation" raised by me 


Mr s SPEAKER I T suppose, Mr. Sany?l, \ou called the attention of 

the Hon’ble Minister and if he doe:, not answer I cannot help it 

¥ 



1939.] i GOtESNMBNT BILL. || 

• Tlw Xon’W# Mr! J9UK|iNOA - 9EHARY MULUCKl A* ng tnU 

the powers given to the Government under seAion 55 (2) to fix (lie 
maximum amount of debt, Mr! Sanvai wanted* to sftggent that an 
authority In the person of the Collector has lieeii introduced who ie 
given the power to look into the cases Vhere the debts amount to over 
R*. 5,A)0 up to tt% *25,000. J submit with all respect. Sir, that the 
clause in this section does not say anything aland the ottieer. 
gives the powder to the Government to fix the amount in their own 
way. Now it is to be generally understood that x» Boufil has got the 
power to tuke info their account cases up to the value of Rs. 5,000 
for settlement. But experience shows that in Ki^teyi Bengal especially 
in the Y)ivisioiis of Chittagbng and Dacca, the vujue of the land had 
gone up as a resulted whi^li tin* debt whit h an ordinaiv agneufturist 
incurred at that time is very much over Ks. '>,(100 and il is only to 
take into account those eases that the Collector ha* got tin* power to 
say even in respect of eases ovei the noimal valuation whether he is 
an applicant wlftise case ought to be settled milder the piovisions of 
this Act. I submit, therefore, Sir. that the rules that have been 
franxftl arc perfe<tl\ justified and that there is no ground for asking 
the Select Committee to consider this matter again. 

With regard W> the question raised b\ I)i. Sanvai, namely, that 
the Select Committee should be asked to go into the question of 
facilitating the lural credit and ndnring Govcrmiient as to how it 
should fa. done, his point is that it ought to have been suggested 
b\ the Select Committee that Go\ eminent should establish State Bunks. 

I do not know, Sir, what connection is there between this subject ami 
the Bill which is liefore the House though I can very w T ell appreciate 
his anxiety as an economist to find some economic theories to explode. 
With regard to other points he is right, that it is to sjieed up the 
disposal (»4 cases that some of these clauses had been thought of. 

• 

With regat d to Mr. Steven’s point, I am indeed \eiy glad that 
beii)f? a trie m her* of the Select Committee lie rmi Id well appreciate the 
Government's poifit of view that there is no intention on our part to 
frame rules to bring in those debtors undei*the puiviewwof this Act 
for whom such a relief is not intended. And if I find that Ihere have 
been cas*> of misapplication of the Ac t* a^td the members of the 
Boards have not fwhuvrd jproperly, (fyvernfnent will not hesitate to 
remove ftWsr membeas from office. In this connection honourable 
meml>ers may be good enough to look i/ltotihe Calcuttff Gazette* til 
which is to fta found action taken by the Commissioners for mis- 
management of the Board! Such being the case,* I ran orffy awntw 

■ay fijend Mr. Steven that he*qeed*not apprehend any Nuch thing. 

* 

The amendment of Mr. # l\ # Banerji that the Bill* fie recommitted, 
was tlffn put and lost. * * 
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The amendment of Mr. Dhirendra Na^h Du^ta that the Bill be • 
recommitted to the Select Committee with instructions to submit. their 
report by the *16th .December, 1939* with further instructions to the 
Select Committee to make additional provisions in clause so that* 
the Board, if authorised, may u!ake an award even if the creditors to 
whom there is owing not less than forty per cent* of the total debt do 
not? agree to the proposed settlement, was then put and lost. 


The ameei^mcnt of Mr. Rasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the Bill be 
recommitted with instructions to the Select Committee to make 
provisions for — 

« \ • 

(1) application of necessary provision^ of the Indian- Limitation 
6 Act, 1904 ; * ' ‘ 


(2) legislative fixation of the maximum amount of ’debt which 
can be dealt with under the provisions of this Act, together 
with definite rules for governing such fixation, 


was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mulliek that the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 19-tf), as reported by 
the Select Committee he taken into consideration was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The motion that clause 1 stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: 1 beg to. move that i.ftor 
clause 2(f) the following be inserted: — 

(2) in elause (9) after the words “a debtor whose” the words 
“occupation and” ehall be inserted 

to at *toi wr faro* to? Snfwfs c ma to T j*r mrv at rtr tor ci 

• * 

trar at ai ante** toot TOtja cro to w i Totj ag'mwta warr 
cw^re nrfc n at to aa?r crw at am pct, to ca yawul at 
antre* wrer *rttw cnw cr a*. am trot fro to ficnr =nr. ar tiw* to u-a.aia 
tw art cm nVre at wtttai n^tat to cana.n i to fw tin trtH attnj 
w'h toi nw carton to W tow tti wtrata ciro at <aiteai wrar Pam 
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« \U*i mm ?rti ^ ?$ «fro? # A tmwu ^ wt ot 

WTO t?R< at ?tttCTO SfS SCOTTCf As CfTTOCTO l* CTO1K CTTTT PW I W TOOT? 

cs 0*1 ck* &r?Hi<n? *n $ «r* Stst fw*$ m otr =rr totrt otr cot # ot o»nir 

•TO ot £t?ft ssa? ott cwc?t f?? cim wrrof? i atrgn *? to cinrftx ft? 

to ot? *rtcro WOT fJin a *rtcro 5T Jwn af$ fi?w? to ot? tot, c*&p* 

a^r 5 to? fare cfTC? cott ur.tr.t i a* crct? to toto tot cimtOTT «gro 

5ws tor- -?t}t <i^f<*t f??. ?^t ?rm1 tcn^ 5Tm ?m si?? !W, 

OT CW OTTO >gf CfTC? W$?T I ?TC3 OTT OT 7 .TO ^ ,CHTST TO? C?TCI 

toto Cbi8i:» nTC? c?t ?r?*nt at OTrro ^ott to cstc?1*c«p i tort *tzt ?t nri 
«tro*. ^ mint otts ?r wc ot ott tostoott ctftstw. at fw 

^OTST OT7 OT^? ?T?T* TO^«T ?TJT ?rff ftfV TO OTT at EtfoTO ?g?Tt? TO f frOT ? 

s*rf? wot c^r ctoot otto t a?t «r§«tW>« c? a WtoSt ?,ot *t otct? $t 

TO; OTTO C?T£Slt OTT OTSfjWt ff?$>H? OTCTO at «TTtCTO SfTOTl TOOT TO 
occujjation ^ TO COT OTtlCTO OTTO 2TOf?$ to I fTO$ OTT Select 

Commits*? mem tier OT?T occupatlbn *in$T OT to *TJ<? 
TO 5FJTRT TOHSTCf at TOOT *TJOT to P^??T C?TC? toR l STTfa njM*t C?TOlt? 

c? at Toot rt?t totot spsIr? p^??t wtcot. $t wv$\ a«ro *ps 1 toTOT 
rm OTw? a?t OTcro Bnxrjl? s ?srr?s c? *^J??t? srt* a?*n$T at occult ion 
OT^jT Ot WeffT ^TCWF C^ TOOT <Tt^ OT I l«P\* «TTt*f f^OT ft? a4T 

TOT? TO TO?T TOT? fOTTH f!*R STf7 JOTOT C5T^ fOT? TO. a^ 

2P?OT ot; to* a?' awa bOTTi^? 5^?t OTf ?tw? 6 <ito al^to 

otOT ^ at 2?rtc^? mt?t errroR cot i ott err ^ ®t?t ^ at orrtOT «?RCf 
tot? (t?;^, :w < tv a ? 5"1 ?tT c? ersi cotott w(tv^ ctoot i 1 )< >»t 

fcH*ttl<*m*‘ut H<wird *?T?T OT CTO tTO?T OT *T I 5T? RCfT ?T?T 

TOP *?,— OTT CTO ta TO^ a^ ?TW? TOf TO? yTOTSRT OT TO?T OT 

oecujMition at to$t at ^Ttw? Rc*a wttot fx? ^t wt jtot ci «m «n a 

TORT Debt Settlement Hoani • a? OTT OT 5T r «fTT «n?« 

OTC?I asp COT COT^RT? 'TRT? OTT 5TW? HTW bT’tT nC^ ?COT TfR tf^T?f ?*CU 
•ot sen sot? tot «rrTO OTTt ot a? p^ot ot OTei to?t mU m ^mn 
TO COTT CW OT? ??Cf?T TOTW? fOT OT •TTCf C? 8TR?r Debt 

Settlement Board a COT COT TOOT OTff I TO?T t n^OT? TO? TOT 

Debt Settlement Board a tOTtfOT, W <•! $ OT? r«lt*T* OT? OTCf 
OTTW? OT? OTT ?T.TOT ffit. WtC$. Wt TOT? OTW q^tOT HCOT I SfTTOT 

wr c?d) »^J**rrt? i«r vytOT Vttc? toot *$*ti w SotTto •w to- 

>T»^? OT •TiTOTl CTO # CTO TORT ?T TO Hf1«Wl C?UV? fTlf tW «OT KTCf? 
otw, wrs wxcii ot?t ^tItot fro? fato m?i ot?t ffTt? c? ? r * g fiy 
l«r f?? to 8t?T5 ott? ott? ar? j? tort «pt|? otci dt najrcs w ott? c? 

«f? 5 T OT? OTCl? RT?r OT |i \. Wt TOT OTT? ?f?T at WtTTO ?T fur 
jgrw jf??T d®r sjtt fifcrot tro® tot occupation at»fmt?r ?1? ^ add 

?r firr TO CrOT STta&rr? waate pape^ Ijaaket^ COT WW 
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a t • ' * 

Mr. J. W. B. tfEVEN: Sir, I beg to movef that in clause 2, in 
line 1, the expression \lause (8) of” be omitted and in line 3 the 
expression u (l) in clause 8” be restored, and affer sub-clrfuse (1) the 
following sub-clause be inserted', namely: — 

t ' 

« (2) for clause (9) the following clause shall be substituted, 

• * namely: — 

“( 9 ) ^debtor’ ineans a # debtor whose primary means of livelihood 
a*nd principal occupation is the cultivation or use, for the 
purposestof agriculture, of land — 

% * f 

(а) in respect of which he is a raiyat or an under-r«iyaf 

within the meaning of the 'Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 
or 1 

(б) which he cultivates or uses Either himself, or by members 

of his family, or by hired labourers,* or by adhiar$ t 
bargadars or bhaydars ; 

* 

and includes a group of persons who join in making an applica- 
tion under the provisions**)! sub-section \J) of .section 9”. 

Mr. Deputy Sjn*akei, Sir, 1 do not think much need lie said except 
that this definition would go a long way to improve the Act, and I 
cannot see that there can be any objection to defining the uorls in the 
way I have defined them. If anylxuly can give a better definition, I 
am quite prepated to accept that hut m» far ] have seen no letter defi- 
nition. In the circumstances, something ought to he done in the 
matter and 1 suggest that the definition I have put forward be 
accepted. 

4 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that 
clause 2 (nJ) be omitted. 

^ . « j 

Sir, my reasons are very simple. According to the Act, an agricul- 
tural debtor gets only the benefit of one application before the hoard 
and he crfnnot get am advantage from the board a second time. We 
sboulM not make any invidious distinction between the debts contracted 
before a particular time and after that. Since the debtor gets only 
one advantage we should give him the advantage in every* because 
giy* honourable ‘friend the Minister knows that in many districts the 
boards came into existence rather late and the beginning'of the work- 
ing of the boards jalso started very late and in most of the boards in 
actual working,* receipt of applications and determination of delete 
will practically begin after January,* ,1940. That being the case, let 
us keep our doors o)>en for all debtor^ vrtio may come at any time. 
There is the effective safeguard that you give the benefit to the‘ debtor 
only once and not more * than onoe. < 



* 
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sj. •mare mdra| MatiI das eupTA : f «mtt mvt At n. Ahw 

f w«w cx «tfxxr texfc st cw» xp|B rynt xptixi f* nr» xcx 

*<XW XTXfXHI XX Bit X*. XI*S iS 8 o xx ftlW%TC» XB X ' W t XTB BTtXX XrfW 
4 ?TCS BTtOR I XXX XWt XT t*X fa XtXt XjSt fXX XTW, — BtAtX fX¥ «H* 

*r"?? ffoi near* f?j3r to? sjc^smc? tou fi — «itcn eimt crti an 

TOC? fH$T 1TCC TO* ?? — «^nt*rts $C*m f$IT $fec CTtt 

rare* *w* toi cmr? w at iraffit to to citc? $c&r? ci. fiyct? n*?m in 
•tier ??*? citc? Scfrci tom, ctto ci$ to $m mimHmw nsm n ?r, m to< • 

TO — ’TOW *fl faf? CITC? 5 m ITS t # a*RCTC? Mft? fTO ♦rim Cl TO 1 T CTO 
TOt &ft -TOT* TO 1 T? gTtRI TO Cl Mitt?? Vci* 5 m C ?1 TO ST Stqft 

TO. TO TOT? 5 m # TOT TO l TOt -TOffT if? CTOTC 1 I 5 m Wt CM 3 m TO 

WTO TOC 5 TORT a?? WWT mm?" H^STT IM-MTflMl CTO*? TOT OSTOT Cl 
TO ??C? nftr 5 TOC? TO TO^CTOj? 5 faj Cl MTO nfffam bank TO? TO 
TOR?T WTO 1*1 fcCS «Ti 1 TO? bank CTO !M IlCI relief 

wi mt!!?? c? tot c?$?r icicf.-~**8o to m fro a MftcH tod? 

TOC? ?T — ara TOT THT fro Bltci? — fill?? an *TOTO?« I fl*$ at **80 

to? Vnr f?c? fi* to itoto? &ro in? at if? mc<c ?*5 to to to to*w 

TOHf JTO5 I 

• • 

*T^n WTC??§ CTO f? a f?TO bwr ITffMC «tff*7T TO? I TO?T Clfl fcfa TO 
to ro*ro to i i*:«m? fir*?r in it men? an^iir? w ?Tm? TO« CTO 
It? TO I a?* m TO TO yr?$ ai5T ?m?"5 f?T? «rt McnrnpG? itci 
snV?T toi sot to fro ^ W? ?tor “wr? mro? «? fvi 

srar «rrt^ mr?tw ^^80 to? <t? to cyrro? i«i tot? to*t to;t? itt* a?r 

CTO if? fsf? C«r?Cl^ C? TOT TO 1C*T? 5RT S TOTT M ? CTO^? ?Tl 

«rrf? «rc~<Cs iciff, isrfi a? tot *to^s ayTf?y to it. f?i« argTt ?8 

to ?r. a5j m to aronrt toi ( A memukk: • croy? to swnrf 

a w? to si^mt c? tot «rrc? m^cit me? w cm5t ?t to t fiif wf? 
cirMt?atc??T?T 5 Tcyc?^i 8 oiRc? 8 ?rTOCia?r?T 5 T^c?«?TCTOFi air nrfcirGi 
?t? 4 ?>\nva« n*?» jto tro # if? srenro cm fiM^rraa «nw *rm ctto afro to^t. 
af5 sime? in it a*T?T cro nrc? to iron i?^ t to njun m^ht nro cm 
ctc? me? f??; i to tot cto stot wt'Ww m?m air a mtf?^ tmna fmt 

TO l 


# lUllK LAL* BISwXS: Sir, I beg to mc^ve that clau$M* 2 (al), 
fine 2, the figure ‘ ‘19*19” be «ub»titute<l fbr the figure f ”l!l40”. * ? 

*lfl move i?ff ci “la clause 2 (ai), line 2, the figure '193d‘ be iiube- 
^Hute(l for the figure *1940’.“ ' • • * * * * 

a? Jtm Cl amendment move fVT TOfl? CM am<xiyimf»i ^ 
«iSt cut 4 ? ntfi t itftm a* itM? ffri fro ml fvc to to err hi wro 
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45 ^amendment TOft { a« a protest, dm 4$ j Debt Settlement 
Board C5 fTTT *T3T fc *50^OTC* 45 *TT^ OTl fa? 4lT^cA TOIT OT5C ?T 45 53 

*? *5 c*frr *tot? to 51 * 1*1 

* v / 

< TORT5T CTO 9TCRR — al Houh£ 45 C5 TO7 ' member •CPrtSTTR C*C* 
TOCI? OT5T *C?l* STIR? 45 Debt Settlement Board f$TO TOiCTO C*TC* 
TO4 TOT C*K5tol OT5T C$C<to OTTO CTO*lj4 *5 TO CRS5T5 TO 557 OTTO 

«¥$* m tocm f*£ tot to; toq; m toc?, to$ *^?ro cro 

TO* TOl TOCII * 

I a»* 

< 

4C«W 55*T5 3COT*?5 551 *T5$ *5 *T58 TO - ! I 4*fl 5f?0 f ? *CK5 4 * 45 

5TO C5 OTC5 FTO COT OTTO RTf5C55 TOT TO* C5C^ WOfl , society 3 

( TO5T05T5 to CW6 C*TC*5 standard of t> living ctro TO? 5TC*1 

TO? TO TO 5TT*I TOTTO f5TO 5«T *TTS5T5 CTOTS $*TT5 -tit l m *C3* TO 
fTO5 4CTOC5 to?’ TO to? 551 TOTT 55TTOrr TOR C? C3TR5T 

TOTR5 5TC? 5T^ m TO ®U W5C5 TO5T TO I 45 TOTO to? CTOOT TO $f? 

fro 1 to tot tot ^ *?^w to c?r5 ^ to 4 toi otrto 
f545r afsto tot? sf? cto 7 51*83 mxi \ 45 <r^r3? ara^r tolto 5 ^? to 1 45 

^t^wt 57 c?*fito t>ac* *rr*w5 335 f 5*c*5 ctttr 1 !? to l * 115^^575 *tcj trrrc? 1 

5«R 45 *T?R To 55 OT5R OT5 5WI to C5 ftolfCM 45 TOT 5^t5*TT TO I to'J 
2If3 TO WtWjfl 45 3TOT TO C? ^ 5T5*»TT *5T 51^3 to OT RT 4TO TO 
f5TO5 to«tt *n?T7 toi 

4*to* 45 3Tr5c^5 t '4riIT R5T$fRCR5 *fo- CM? 5T5*5IT IFC5C? ?5T$5R5T 5^R tn^fM C? 
COT5 5/TT *5^, COT *TC5T$ tor OTTT^ 51? RTI 5 ' 5 *T5T5^ to CTO 4'TO 

1 C3T*n 4C*?TC? tfTTO RT 1 Q ITfa 5T5 C5 CTO *175 5T5 51 3TTI5 4^TOC5 g rr5 CR5 44 415 1 C3 
IW1S5 af'TOr5 5C5 PI H$ s fCTO>5 5t5 HT5R 5T1T5F 45 Wto flu'll 

fa*^ 45 ®TT5 5R3T5T5 RTR TO fTO FOT4 TO5T5 4f5ai5 «T7 c fCRC 1 ^5 CR5 1 45 5*5 

5TWT TO «Tf<C5C^5 Sto ^5 1 , , 

* € 

45 515^5^ ai4 5t55 fRTOT*! - ! W5RC55 *TO 4T5S C5*Tl *T5 4fTO 5Tia 

£55^1 fl t , CTO 5OT5 CR5 I 9^5 TO H5 fRlC 1 ^ <5C5 51^1 45 a7 *t * i :55 C*R 

TO 55 RTI CTO WTOR5 C*T5 TO5 5TOtfT TOCT CRt ?TCaT W 5f*t fiTCR SOT 
5^R5CR ttfWA C5T5 Rj!R ^75 OTTCTO’^ *Cy fTTO5 ^ TO5 5TTO 

5TO 5TWT. 4*«7tW rtw 51T.I m nfror B*ntr aw a?5r fsfw’w^r 
5T5 TO 5?C«\W C3 T Tl5 TOT OT5T OTTO toTfOTTff TO. CTO CTO? TO 45t ^ 

TOT «W»V* a^J5 5RT JT^t55T OTCIR. 5C1? to{ JTf S'TCH TOT 5RJTO e?T55 fVf 

5^f wfck 54T *5T5 TO 4to *51 5C5tol f*^ 5~:055 fTO OT^l 5TC5 
OTTO PRt 5C* C5Rll CRt TO P71R5TTO5 45t <T7 g fCRC »$5 45 to* 4T*TO 
*5TO TO 45t 45 *5*fT5 5OT *tc 5555 JtfOTTO V.5 OT5 TO TOT? 45 » Amendment 
TOT 5C5C5I 
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t|. ifARENORM MATH DAI tJUPTA: I b 

clause 2(a) the following be inserted, namely : — 


to 

to more that before 


'(a£) .sub-cla use (ir) of sub-section (<V) of Votiou 2 shall be 


omitted’ 


auH i ro at *Tti rti ieit 51 $*rc htt ictfic * t ci. f**m rnmni 
mr afir ctpcti, fif ifi itmhoti stbtt h. ff*rr m5* «im*i 
c$c5« asr *ht wt-wie^s; cOTTtf5 cot 5m ira ot stjjr stch mrc 
an? mi aifm? irt i at «u$ch atc5 r^ftr fiDcimci ifi m*toircif5c ctomtft • 
it & srrsli ci h af^R stch ifa m^i 5m *tt«*t tncf stott ci 5m **it*i 
a wtp\# cifr h,ein <n jits wn f mafias $*ntf trmi iti irtirctct 
h'htci firo? sp a? m^ 5m « h «th «rfm rer? i srct*t cut 
itc* 5 ci, fw? ott af5T Sownm «r«r «rtcn at ott fw^nci iTw ici 
Debt Set tlement Board a? *TJ*n"*T *rf!!T COT I *1*TT ifa at W 51 

ci, itch grfmi ot iotch ott cut, $r?Tt ^fw nci. on itch st h. tot 
:<$*m *t*T<it *tt *rrf *£Fr5Ci at i*t ^ \ 5 ci. chtch nci *rnrr *Tt$ $tch im w fici 
5 tto ?ot urn °rr$ stch srr? $*ni arti ait at i^f fan itwch sittch 

at HT $ C H r^fr^r TO ^ W 51 C^t fit SRT? STO1 at Cl 

sub-clause (/) of sub section (-H) at jH4T C*TCf aCHTCl 5f&Cl CHIT COT l 

a5r toifi GTt a^s^ci, iTWTCHt cot, ®h mF «m sires'll cot it «tn 
cumfrat cot *n cm to w- 7 fn-c sen i^i *ra cot cro to Ctot 

1W5T$ ^SF Sfl?3t *TC9t af STtCH 5C^*n ifa fw m*C5 51, 5TOT at OTT5T 
wot *tst ciair air*® 1*5*11 1 


8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: l bej5 to move that clause 

2(0) bt> otwilted 


tsmr<i it bn; iotti bnt z t *n^T ^c^tfr «mn fn; mn irt i 

• • 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: 1 l.e K t«. move that * louse 2<o) tin be 
omitted. 

• • » 

STTtl move ifritl — claim* 2 (a) (it) omit HT COT I • 

aiTR HTT OT OTT at wrtCH «TTOT Wtoci i (‘o-operratfv% SooiHy 1 

TO a cht ?trcr a «nt^ ottoi qi ^ i «pt? ot. c^fOTl 

1T1 *T n€?TT 5W^ O»ojierative Society 1 CRT'S • Dtdit Settlement 
Board «tm^l To-ojVrative Society! to mT lTCfl fill 

5TOT *TOTt 5nfl, Clfcf »(WW COT IT «tf<ClC*5l # OT» COT 1T15T Clt^T 
C5TCV.V Ctot *ftt d ITCH 5m5T 5T^ CKW «PTI COTT? 5C1, HTfriCH ITCH 

citon fiwi iimn iht c»ftv rrro ici a5r citot hw iti $rt otti ot 

• I | 

*mr Vtl ait aft ccr<Nr CTO lOTt *nftfiti fro OT;*at «mr? itirt 

* * 

Mj, SPEAKER: Mr. ^aihyal \ou had letter mltve your iynend- 
ments Nos. IS, 20 and 21 together.* 
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* f \ * s 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR IANYAL: 0 beg‘t| move that i« clause 

2(a) («), line 3, the Wojjd “and” be omitted. j 

I beg also to move that in clause 2(6) in line 3, after 4he words 
i "under Ihe law’’ the words “o/ any amount of which such barred or 
irrecoverable amount is the consideration” be inrerted. 

^ t ♦ 

*IJbeg further to move that in clause 2(c) in proposed sub-clause 
(tut), after the words “Union Committee” the words “tfa also any fee 
realisable as**such ta*« or rat^e” he inserted. 

• « 

So far as inv motion No. 18 is concerned my proposal is only to 
ilft prove the drafting of the clause. In moving mv motior\ I rtat-e the 
indulgence of the ilbn’ble Minister to the section of the Act itself. In 
sub-clause (4) clause 8 there are two different items, one sub-section 
(I) of section 28 and the oilier arrears of rent, etc. Both are indepen- 
dent and they are so remote that the insertion of “apd” there does not 
create any difficulty, hut here in the promised new seotion, (b) and (c) 
are so alike that the Board might have to interpret them as two differ- 
ent portions of the same condition. Instead of being (a), (h\ mol (rK 
three isolated independent factors, (It) and (V) would Ik* practically 
interpreted us two different portions of the same condition. That will 
create difficulties which it is wise to do away with. * 

Now. Sir, so far as 20 is concerned I have only proposed to extend 
the operation of tin* amendments, because in the amendmenP I have 
suggested that after the words “under the law” the words “or any 
amount of which such barred or irrecoverable amount is the considera- 
tion” should he inserted, because you know, Sir, that new contracts are 
resorted to and claims which arc awarded under the law arc excluded 
from operation by execution of new contracts. Therefore, we should 
* make it wider and more comprehensive so that the purpose of the Select 
Compiittec report is amply served. 

So far as my amendment 21 is concerned, I think the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge will agree with me that there me certain rates which 
are realised by the Union Boards as taxes or Tates, Viz., court-fees — 
court-fees payable to the Union Board or fees parable to the Union 
Benches. * Therefore', I think the Hnjfble Mmister-in-eharge should 
not rinse any objection to the* proposal mudeSn amendment */l because 
of section 90 of Tiling*' Self-Government Act. There the J^nion Board 
Court-fees and J’nioti Bench court-fees are realised as 
ttx^s and * riltes. Similarly. coming to the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act. Sir, you know that when there are jungles or 
some kind of nuisasce in or near a particular holding, the Municipality 
serves the owtfrr or the occupier with a “notice to remove it. and (if th£ 
occupier, hr the ownei does not clear •the nuisance the Municipality 
has tp do thnt itself, and the cost is realisable from the *occupj^r as 
municipal tax. So there must be* an extension also in that direction 



vas in snaMong 453 
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455 of th\ Bengal Municipal Act. B have prac- 
:end till operation of the Select Committee repojt. 


9 Mr. ilMENDRA NATH BISWAS; Sir, r I 
clause 2(<?) after proposed sub-clause Vtt ), the 
namely! — 


tag to move that in 
following b^ added. 


"and. 

(viii) any debt incurred for the purposes of trade j^nd industry 
including tea-plantation/' 

• 

Sir, *be ^object of my amendment is to oxcltid#* the loans incurred 
for the purpose of # trade and industry including •tea-plantation | from 
the operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. Sir, the 
members oi‘ # this House are tjmte aware that while we discussed the 
Bengal Money-lenders Bill firing the last session we all agreed that 
the eommereial Joann should be exeluded from the operation of the 
Money-lenders Bill. Sir. aeeording to the very same principle, l put 
up n»v case for excluding the commercial loans from the operation of 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act also. My reasons are these. 
It is needless to mention in this ilm^c to-night, because I trust that 
all the me m bars are aware, that in spite of the best intentions of the 
legislature to enact the Bengal Agrii ultural Law, the purpose of the 
Art ha^ been frustrated owing to the uhsenee of sumultuneous provi- 
sion for rural credit, und that the effect has taen so had that to-day 
while the Bengal Agrieultural Debtors Act is in operation, there being 
do prousioti tor rural credit the jamr agriculturists ate taing forced 
to sell their lands for cash monc\ by making an out-and-out deed of 
sale, where they could raise the same amount of money by loans; 
not only that, Sir, they are also being forced to sell all the little* 
silver thift their* female folk have had in their possession, Sir, 1 am 
aware of several such instances which ore tired last vein at the* time 
of Rowing. I saw with my own eyes in a local hat that the Battiks of 
of the count rvsyh* wentMo the haul hat* with hags and silver coins. 
These silver coins were given to the agriculturists and in return all 
the little silver that each agriculturist had in his house mid brought 
to the loral market was jold td the Baiyks. In this way the agricul- 
turists had to raise money for purchasing seeds therewith. There was 
no loan» # c<ftning to jBiem* etther from the Government or from the 
public, as a result* whereof their lands, and silver viere % to be #old. 
That has Ih**u the real situation in the rural areas. 

# Now, Sir, this Act has^iad another had effec t on# trade and industry. 
&ir, many traders and industti^lista in ftic countryside — not only in 
the countryside but in the^ urban area also — have taken shelter under 
the Hangul 'Agricultural ])<>bfers Act and put the persons from .whom 
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they used to borrow money for ttoe-p/rpoap of y*ide and industry inttf' 
difficulties, and the rlsult has been that the tracers and industrialists 
in the mufass*! a re # not getting any*more loan for the purpose of their 
trade and industry. Sir, this has had not only^a very bad effect on 
the existing traders and industrialists, but has also produced a far- 
reaching effect upon the future traders and indystrialists. 'That is 
undoubtedly a very horrible picture of the economic life in our 
couftfry. Sir, there are many persons to-day who want to earn their 
livelihood bf^oarryiug on trade and industry. They want money, but 
when they go to, borrow money they are refused. I am not exaggerat- 
ing a bit. Since the # introduction of the Bengal Money-lenders Bill 
arid also since the Operation of this Bengal Agricultural * Debtors Act 
begad, the ciedit supply has become very viuch choked and, as far as 
I am aware, a very small number of monetary loan transaction* have 
taken place throughout the province. The result has been very much 
disastrous not only to agriculture but also to tiadc afid industiv. That 
is a well known fact and I beliew that no member even on m\ opposite 

will be able to conrudict me when T say that the opeiation ot the 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and tin* impending Money-lenders 
Bill have very much terrified the mone\ -lenders and treated a panic 
that no lender will get back lift money ; the result has been that no- 
body is getting money as loan. Sir, without loan nmi'hei trade nor 

industry can be carried on in our province. So, Sir, I Mibntit that 
from the economic point of \icw, we should all \ote in tatour of 
excluding these commen ial loans from the operation ot the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act. 

Sir, the members on my opposite may ask, will that be ot any 
benefit to the agriculturists?' In reply I *diould sa\. Sir, that will 
pSurely benefit the agriculturists also. To main agricultui r.sts in this 
province to-day, agriculture is no longer a dependable* means ot liveli- 
hood? Even within the last two weeks while I bud lieen on tour in 
my constituency I heard from the rural people that to supplement 
their income they have been \ery much eager to caijV' on .small trade 
and rural industry, but they have not been able to uirry on that, 
because of w^nt of money. Sii . there are many agriculturists whose 
families could be saved from the jaw* of starvation it they- in< ome 
could tu» supplemented by etfutiliiig them to carry on (rude and industry 
in the rural areas. If we exchrde trade end industry from ti»e opera- 
tions of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, that will ceTtuiuly be 
Uf the benefit of the agriculturists, who after this exclu.von will get 
loans in the mutassil as advances for carrying on trade and industry, 
ami thus 'they unify* In- suveij. The economic life in the n\ral area ra 
very much shocking. We have found that the vast majority (ff the 
agricultural families are not able to carry on even for four months in 
a yeai, living on agriculture alone which they are pursuing fk-day. 
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w because* the averagl boldn|£ h\s* become very small. The average 
holding to-day, I relieve, is not more than Hilee bighas, and we all 
quite realize how Ai agriculturist's family ^un rarry%n throughout 
the year tfith the produce of three higlias of land even if the jtiaximum^ 
crop could be produced on that land fend even if the maximum value 
could le obtained J;<tr its rro^. When that is the real position, the 
legislature should keep the door of trade and industry open to tht;ri!ral 
people nfso and for that purpose. Sir, the loans for trade and industry 
must be excluded from the operation of the dtengal** Agricultural ^ 
DetbTors Act. I hope m\ friend', on the opposite uj4l* support me at 
least in this respect. * 


Maulvi ABDUL* wah£d : graft* grots gTO*~*nfg tot* rg; *nq 

f<rtrg gFMCW motion CTOR ggtfg TO TO*fl> to tocb 

5T$ I fi? Tf**Cg* T* FtfTOPTCg gfrsraft ®TTtg *Tg •CTT F* **g visit WtC4* gTi$®T 

cro^ grr^vfgc* *rg cg«*T f* tr*R £rr* sTiwtw wfg *f*T 

TOfyy r g i to w w cto^t y*f$f from* arronr*? wrt*«ft far grafting i 
anfg %wff*rg gtf'gTCg totto Sn* ww farg totcf. tot* to a*$T 

fang grre totto $t* sing to ng «tTwt* to ft*fi eg* *f$T cg$*r* 
n* tot* fapgrg gr^ft* g*?ft fcto* ff’ft cnw TO cwt Ftmnflftr tTOTT* 
g^ gfawrro Vt* f* crnrr? $n* ctot facro* w tfagwi tot* r* gfafa 
on*, c*t gfgf-gr* tot? grgr rgftlg eg$*r tot* i agg fa gfgfa* bc^tr* 
grcF* fro totcf* "ttot* to cro gfgfa* 5W5 frrrr g*gr tot* 
cngr 4 ” i 


g$rrfa gyro*- •cg r r , 5r w TT^^fl 5* x«r grf*gn TOyg* tobt c*t* to 

mm tot cto fwr*T gT f$*t to cto* fgwrr f* 

gTi rgr-TOi?fte* cro fagiw to htTtoI cnY cwSt m^Tg c*T9‘ , flT* # 

m cro* fy$i fafa *fa g*;fa egg tot* eg f5ta» tot* f*. bt gT f*c* 

*Tt3* F* I TO TOT TOT TOTTT ggrTOg* TOT* C* fafa F* ST^FTfag 

FT* *T* I grfg tTOT* 3fW3T C^T* T*ftF FTTgT* TOT agg >fl*t>TS BT* C«fc 
C**ftg C*$ T*T-Ffty:<!$CB* ,CTO nfaCTT* gT To TOTTT C*gT* TOC*g OTtf 

cn:* c i \ a * r*T-Smr*f^ci* cro fro^gr fs*t* g*;* st*t tottt eggr* 

5TT FC5 g^tl TTC* gT I « 

• , 

a«t *Tr* wTtc r* w* e#grcg? ggro***^ ittto **g to 4 tow - «t tw* 

eg* crorr a*piTC* Vfgy* cg^yr.c* c* btft giw ff* toT *rt*i a* 
gpt* to** to *r* /frfg from *f*i gg^ f^t # ar^ftrU to 4 *sfrr 

CgS*T? TO5T t WTC* BTt TO ff* I a**^T TORTOT BTCg* CIC*fgf* fTO, g^^ft* 

fgc* git** 5 * *r«Ri gfic*ig # to c*tcw* fFfrorr tBTTfg wnftr to *t TOg* 

m* W l $ P ,f gTTgg To gg^S CggT *n* gflD?TO fc TOf I *nWTC¥ 

TO*r l a**7TfTr*t totoi a*g wjffi cVrwciflJii* an fgrogr to n* 1 ^ 

grf*»ft cro* - ! cto jtot c*t ft**t* i OT-morityi nfgfB* n^rcrom 

*T Cgn^ CMMP.Tg TO5T # C*t CggT* aTO , TOT*t* C*C* Cg^Til 
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toe* torhi centre ht m* fa w hcot. hr-* 1 

ch^ tr HJfe*tw(R ctoh 4 rof i tochI fre^iyra, hr n*t*A euro® 

ctoh ri to <ffww< Krcw hth* %tto ny . cmf ewer hr, hr tot 

f HTRH fatf* CTOCTO HCH* CTOT CH^ RTO HR, HT CTO ‘^BRI Hfa 
ifa CHT*H*URl1>CW CTO a* HTHRH HR3R t¥C? HRT HT HI CTH*CH H - ^ HlfaPlft 
Hit* TO HR CR CTO HI* HUH HTt # OT . ®fll if® V^RR CTO &TOR HR 

in .cntro HtfK chtri *fH$ & rttoh toh^ nfii HTfa HfiHRi 

RRTOtCH aH^FRtl «ra1>OTTO eR^RTH ifH* CTRT Hfa HTCHR fHH TORCH 
' 6 HIW< SIRTO^RCH <*l'ft>R 3RT HW« HR TOR SHFCH a TOC*H f*TO 
TOTH HTI CRT HTC5 W ^T TO 'HTR 4Ht 4* Rfr RR HTTOFH fafHH 
S’t+aC HR* HTR RlfTR CTR? "iff ROT fcfotl * STRit HlfH TllTONR 
TO* jftr? al HTtRI fas? CHT-HniRf^Bx HTPEF *JC$ I $L. $HH TOR HT H^TTOt 
R& HlSR HTI *ICTO TO(W CTO «TTi1? HT RR HTI^ HR HR, 
crofa fHcro r*cf ht terror tocr r$ h*irh hh 

The Hon’ble Mr. Mqkunda Beharv Mullick rising 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How long, flo you think, you will take to ir.ply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDU SENARY MULLICK: About 20 
or 25 minutes, Sir, ' ‘ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have been requested by a very large im;nl>er of 
members that to-day being the first day of the Session they would like 
to leave the House a bit earlier. So the Hon'ble Minister may reply 
to the debate to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-30 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m.. on Tuesday, the 28th 
November, 1039, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

* I 
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Proceedings of tfe Bengal legislative yAssembJy assembled 

* under the provisions of the Government of fndia Act, 1935. 

* 

The Assembly iy#t in the ^V-werahly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 28th November, 1939, at 4-45 jt.m. ^ • 

e 

Present: * 

• e g 

Mr. •Speaker (the lJon'hh> Khan Hahadur M. A'kizn. HuirK, 
in the Chair, 10 lUn’ble fillisters and 213 members * 


STARRED QUESTION 

to which oral answer was given) 

Punishment of Exoise vendors. 

% 

•4. Maulfi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will tin Hon'ble Minister 

in thui^e ot the Forests and K\i is«> Depaitment be pleased to state — 

<o)*whether it is a fact that Excise \endors are punished on the 
report of Sub-Inspe< tors and Inspeetor** of Kxeise; 
t b ) whether any enquiry is made on tin* report ; amt 
(rt whether any opportunity is ^iven to the tendon to explain their 
position ? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the F0RE8T8 and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon'bJe Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): f,i> No; but proceed- 
ing are institqjed on such rejMirts. 

(b) Yes. •* 

(r) Yes. invariably. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

• • 

(answer to which was laid on the tab! 

Fixation of* price, and accuracy of weighment, of oadai insugir mills of 
• * Bengal. , 

a 

g. # Mr. JASAMKA SftMAR BANYAL: (a, , Is the Hpn’ble 
Minister in charge of. the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 

• • m * 
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tl^at there is no fixation of price, arfd^ccUfracy effweighment, of canes 
in sugar mills of Bengal especially^ those at Beldanga and Plaseey 
in MurshidabadP « \ * # 

v 

( h) l£ the answer to (a) is jo the affirmative, 1 are the Government 
contemplating taking steps in this matter? 


MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (thf Hon'bfe Mr. Tami/utldin Khan): (a) I am aware 

that there has. been no fixation of a minimum price for sugarcane. I 
have no information regarding accuracy or otherwise of weighment in 
tfte augur mills nor*have I any particular information in regard to the 
mills^at Hehlmigu ihul Plassey in the district of Murshidahad. 


(h) Yes. 


Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With reference to answer 
</>), will the I Ion ’hie Minister he pleased to tell us what sfepi are 
contemplated? t 


The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am considering 
whether a committee should he appointed to investigate into some of 
the matters referred to in the question. As legaids the subject of 
fixation of minimum price. I am considering whether acting, can be 
taken separately even without reference to a committee. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In view of the large number 
of ordinances that have been passed over similar matters, is the 
Hon’ble Minister eonsidenng the desii ability of issuing an ordinance 
' in this matter also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As the Assembly is now 
in session no question <d issuing an ordinance does arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
eonsidering the desirability of taking st»‘ps in the course of this session 
regard being particularly lad to the fact tKht the price of sugar ha* 
already gone up and more particularly in view of the fact that similar 
steps have been talv*n in the sistei provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes; I have already 
answered that^ flip's will he taken. 


Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL* in the course of the session 
or not? 
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Tlw Hon’bl# Mrf Iam&UMIN KHAN: 8 have already Uk*u 
gome steps. | 

Mr, 8A8ANKA tfEKHAR 8ANYAV! Ma\ we know whaf are (he 

flteps that have already Wn taken, so that we ran understand in what 
direction they are?* • • # 

• * • 

The Hon’bf# Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I uqi examining whether 
it is desirable under the present eireumst afire* to fix minimum price 
for sugarcane in this Province. • 

• • • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA .SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will rR.- Hon l.lv Mi*i»t<-r 
be pleased to state whether his attention hn> been drawn to the steps 
taken by tlrt* Bibar Government? 

The Hon’ble*Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN:. Y™. 


tA. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: O <)..■ lion hi. Miuinlvr 
aware that last year and the \cur before canes were purchased on the 
basis ot contract at such a low price a- 1 annas !> pie* only? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know what the 
exuet p?ice was hut the price was low. 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Il< >n*blo Ministei 
await- iliat even after jmving S annas m the Piovime of Bihar, the 
sugar mills are making pioht, wheieas in Bengal tin- price is not 
above 4 annas b pies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think. Sir, the state- 
ineqls ure not correct. As regards the amount of profit that is 
being made b\ JJihar, I am not aw ate of it. As jegaid* the price 
prevailing in Bengal as stated h\ m\ friend, 1 think Jic statement 
is not quite correct. 

• 0 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANY*Ll After receiving this ques- 
t(pn did Hie Hon’ble ^Minister make any enquiry t^ni these two parti- 
cular mills which Gave been referred to* in the quesfioif to ascertain 
what was tKc average price j>er inaund paid by the mills last year 
and the before? # • ’ 

• . *. • * 

Tt» Hon’bl* Mr. TAI^IZUDDIN KHAN: Thut wa* not the 

quest at nil. I had no btiYiness to enquire into.ftie matters whic h 
not the subjeenmatter of this* question. 4 
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' Mr. 8URENDRA* MOHAN MAI^Ra! In' Answer (a) you have 

said “I liavt# no information regarding the accuracy or otherwise of 
weighment in the sugai mills". May 1 know I whether the Hon’ble 
Mimstet has got any complaint from the Secretary of the Rajshahi 
District Congress Committee regard ing the inaccuracy of tht weigh- 
i 4 ent in several places? 

♦ • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMI7UDDIN KHANS I am not aware of any. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA*8EKHAR 8ANYAL: *In view of thiscqueMion and 
of tin* several complaints t hut have been, made snn the floor of this 
House regarding weighment, is tin* Ilon'hle Minister considering the 
question ot making a stricter control of weighment, so that mills do 
not make undue profit at the expense of the cultivators so far as 
weighment is concerned ? 

r 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: First of all it has to 

he found out by enquiry whether the allegations are correct or not. 
It would then lie for me to considei u hat steps should be taken. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the lion hie Minister 
he pleased to state whethei he i.*, considering the question ol making 
an enquiry in tins matter also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is the vers first 
amwei that 1 gave. ‘ 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is wtfh regard to, the 
price only. * \ 

«* 

T(t. Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In fonnectiori /with this 
qmtler will # he' lion ble Ministei also consider that since Government 
is placing restriction on jute cultivation, sugarcane forms' a very good 
substituU and uulfss a price is fixed immediately, restriction on jute 
will also suffer?* 

The Hon’ble c Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a question of , 

opinion,. 
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Adjournment motiot^ 

Mr. SPEAKER i I nn K ht announce that at ter healing the , 
Hon 'He Homo Minister ami Hai liaremira Nath Chaudhuri 1 have 
decided to admit Hu* adjournment, motion of Rai Hurvndiu Nath 
Chaudhiyi regarding the notitieation which wus referred ti» u^teyluy. 

I think the best tune will in* immcdmteh uttt‘r the pgpxer interval, 
provided the leave of the Home is gi\*n I fliink Mr. t'haudhuri 
will now move hi* motion, so that* the neces>ur\ leave of the House 
may 1^ obtained. • *• • 


Rai HARENDftA NATH CHAUDHURI • I bog leave to move 
that the laixinesB of the House do adjourn foi the purjwise of din* 
cussing a definite matter ok urgent public itnpoi tance and of recent 
occurrence, viz.,*the situation that has irisen on account of the 
prohibition of public processions, meeting- «Pr assemblies by notifies* 
turn No 47S*‘l I* , dated the dth September, HM!>, issued under sub- 
rule (/» ui rule oti of the Defence of India Rules made under section 
'l ol t la* Defence of India Ordinance^ HKW. 


Mr. SPEAKER: l,ea\e lias been a-hed for b\ Rai Hntciidnt Nntb 
Chaudhuri to iiiiim* the adjournment motion which he has read out. 
Is it t&e pleasure of the House that leave should be given Y 

The Hon’ble Khwuju Sir Nu/imnddm objecting, « munt was held 
and as mote than the requisite number of iimmiiIwth lose in tbeif M-nts 
the lease ss as given. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 now fix the time foi discussion of the adjourn* 
men l notion immediutelv after tin* prn\er intenal or say, about fodb 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ma> I take it that this 
ruling of \our*f ^ gi\*iuon t h«* basis of an exceptional easel' * 

Mr. SPEAKER: A- a matter «<f fact l explained the whole thing 
to Sir Nuzimuddm that^cv er\* < ase ha^ to !«■ decided on its merits. 
So far a> tin** jaiitiiular motion concerned. it* is to be confiued 
strictly %o Hie issue # »s whether tflc notification should have fweh 
issued or not. Tho*<juestion of the execution of tlie not ideation, iz., 
how the particular notification is Wing administered, is riot an jsshe 
in this adjournment rnotipn. The real issue is whether the right of 
# the people* has l wen affected by this notification. * • , 9 

A% regards the other matter, 1 might say that this • should W 
treated on its merits. So* f V as vour first jHiint iy concerned, ordi- 
narily it will defend upon the gnurnstanees a£ to whether the 
member has or lias not an opporfrmit> to di&us* this matter in other 
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normal ways. If thodb opportunities* are available, certainly adjourn- 
ment motions *&re i^ot i||ually permissible, but erery case has to be 
treated on its own merits and according to circimstances* • 


Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: ,Mr. Speakef; Sir, 

c f 

adjournment motion ff»f | m move TO*5 *fTfa f* ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: .1 thin k in view of an adjournment motion having 

already been admitted by me which will be coming up for discussion 

this evening, it doe.} nqt arise because two adjournment motions cannot 

be taken up on the Same day. 

( * 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: er im fa*; «rcc* a* amend- 

ment 4* $n*, fa: ITCTO TO m amendment 4CTO* TOS fafa CTOTOt 

& to c*. tot ^rfa really ffasrtfa Wre CTOT ffa JTpfrt STCR fR^TC** 

m tot Im cttc mwt cro* $fa m to ^ griRg srt a «rrt* 
utto cttto, to w«tt4 e urt=t cro to fro to i cnfa &r$ a* aw afcTO 
CVTTfa l <3$ <HtlH ST*T*C*T* TOW C*TCJ> provincial Banking Enquiry 
Committee* report efaTt enquiry CTO*fTOR C*. TOTO fRCR VC*!* 
nfro*! to att pit tow ?t*to $wr fa cvrr? to cto to*i $*rc — 
fa: ws to entro *wf*. w a*R to ** TO c*, tot to? tow 

CTO* $fa TO TO CTOt $TCR a:*T* nf*TO fa^T**! CTO? TOR S*TO3? 5RT a UTTO 

.TO TO I 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: U the h< mourable member 
entitled to speak on a motion which has not been moved. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICX; He is speak- 
ing on the a, lendment moved In Mr. Narendra Nath Dus Gupta. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: hut Shah Sahib refers to 
the amendment moved b\ Mr. Kltagendia Nath Das Gupta which, as 

a matter of fact, lies not been moved at all. ° 

« * 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARy MULLICK: No, he is 

speaking on the,otlfer amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: TOT faa TO5 tow CTO* etfa to 
cttipi'pwi Wirt K* f*. WTW WWW K **, P« SCTJ WWW* WtW KIR— w 
WW* main source of income WTW ft* W*T *IW Wrt* *^T WIT* «!RS 
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cnt s*ft It i «n(fH*?nwA-^\^ ert wn 5 Tfn ctoh fam* firs str*m 

fm 6T* TO 5TW* ffa fTO JRIT ^ JTTO ffffupfa TOT ‘TOW 

>0 5*t ?**. P!t So TOT t>o TO? «|fw jf, ^ ^ m 

jo ^ to W tra ffn 5n at c*jr« 5^r« «r«t to«r wrttrw «tot 

UW ^TTO mam smmv of income ct C^t ft*. $r3T 5TTtT4« fft^T 

Rrt3«ra«ra' i*‘ i-..-mt»-f r.«.. ti„. „<!,■’ ^ 

fffw?s it* tot t’si^is •tra i) wfn a fro at fTlrars am fro* c*tt< 
jpppm? *wrc*rH ®'T^ : ^ c t :*r<ii* ; \zt* r*n«i c*p*r. nr^ fjfjos 

w. tjt cnvrawnrt fr<?^ a Sfit^: on. ;rc:n wstrpipi mhKt 
*T 5 «!TO?T?*; *Ff&*T $T« : 5 !Cr^ CTO JUTHE etr» 

tr?nm 1 ^r;?r # s 4 jT •TO:*'*: :**- w:t ^i:si *rtn ^ 4 -U mi 
3;t^ 3*^r v ¥ t? ?;:*:*'<*:<< * 15**1 ^ o jr* fx*. $t*t **r* «n*rr*T«rt mil 

m3 fto fT^ s^w **:<*, 5'Vi;-: jf«: ( *?» ert ai*is* cm:* $t*t w* m *:* ew t<j*r 

f*W ^7 ?> Y**’’*F , V *;* STC^R 31 * [fftf 51 «JW»V 5 *n » 5 C 3 1 

2rrtn *f* to*? jt*; TOf*s ci*^* c^k, *i*t «t 5 > :*>m 3?:^ }?:* «?rct 
^ <r 413 *T*i*«T*t «t*w *nfvc? :*:*;% 5 T> 1 i cxc* *p*tc* «n«ur* nf**rc 
:3T3T3J 4: 5.3 «tsn>3 HC? «>*V |>>rt\ Irrhny «nXT:«fn 

C 3 T 3 : 3 ^ m t 

% 

The Hon’bltv Mf. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULUCK: Mi sjaakw. 

Nil h,i\;nj iisifiu-il In ilit- ui Utlr * » \ t* r tin*. « i,msf I Mt,»l ih.il I nut 
!i! v*’i^ u 11 1 1 ii 1 uii.i 1 ♦* | m * ^ n 1 < > 1 1 ,»«* I i ,1 h nut ,»mi«i- v.iii» «iUs "l 1 h(* 

,l!m'l|ll!l» 4 ‘lU - lllMWii ,»,.{ | Im M |. • .J-| ., ! li^iu till I i 1 u( M* t i 141 1 

•'< 5 '*! I 1 '*' )!”ir \ I > 1 , , ! all • r n,i I . !t , -i i , ii. ! 1 1 1 1 „ ■! v. | ! ! I »• |»(.,m 1 ,| 4 , 

i'»i Mi\ t ' ***** 1 >■ '-• Mi|liilt,i\\ >»: i >»‘i .1 MiriMlimMil ». 

’•*'{*• ' '" .. >!'*!, «i n i*‘!i : \n h iho.imI h SI i \,Mf-iiilia .\a|h 
^ ' , "'; ’ ' »(•,,« su,.. \ * “ f i hv n'\ mm.' Mauh Ali-iui II > m itl ' 

v liak mri#s .n) !>ih |i.iirii- ifni i ? i <* i tlt.ii i »lff i«. t rlnnk n ),. n n f.^p, 

■ <>l !1H‘ t** >.t ' f-\..*|il ikl- lii.tt tl is |Im> i j.*s | i <« of lirniinminil 

Uiat r ** 1 1 t «s|itmii! in' - \cn hi i Ii < * ,-k r n* uHum! ■ |«*I>i « * i it tln'n* Ijhm 
im‘cmi any .ii»u-t* • »t tin* )in>\ tsioih. ot tl»is At t anti it an\ H< m1v 

'*• a h»* h?f" jjr < » t t It** ti^lif *»t ,ijip*M) t»- j > t < »j *«• i tjit.ir t«*t ^ 1 1 n t ] t* t thn 

pi nvt>KH)-s ni tin* Art Ajjam, il an apjflnatnm i> und/siy.ihlt*, m»r- 

tlon It (>l tin* Ait i»iw**s .yopln ant i«a! t n.»tt t<» i»*lusr n on tin* ^vhiih) 

that it ts un»l«*siral^U’ t»r th,tt it i* tint a piai^tcaliU* fjUfHtioii 

With tJ*K»r*l t<* tha anxiVt # \ 1**1 1 h> m> tnaml, ijr. Staven, I think 
J can a^HiitT him thaf I ant in nntni* u^h^iipni witli tiff* view* that' h* 
has t»xpr(‘ssp^ hut tht* mnpfiy 1 k*h n<»i m the uinendnifrit rontfmplatpd 
hy him It'fiuU lies in th^ prnj*tM a<l mini strict ion <»f the* rxiwhn^ law, 
nutd if it it* pro|«*rlv ufltniiii«ftei^il thar^* oufifht not to (w hny difficulty . 
Uver and above that, 1 aubuut .that Ciovernment have fixfMi* by rule* 
the maximum amount that *c;*i l»e dealt with by a Debt Settlement 
lioardf We are unable to restrict the definition anv further, and 1 
5 # . 
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tjjink that will satisfy my friend Mi/ Steten, Along with that I can 
tell him further that if there is anything wrong the matter can be 
settled on appeal. 'TheVimending Sill contemplates a further applica- 
tion for/evision against the ordpr of the appellate** officer to "the District 
Judge. There it may be one oi the grounds for setting aside or modi- 
fying the order made by the Board. 1 submit therefore, Sir, the 
regaining portion of Mr. Steven’s amendment which is practically what 
we have got in the existing Act, section * (.9 ) excepting that in sub- 
clause (a) iT seeks *to add the meaning of the word “Kaiyat” under 
the Bengal Thtfancy Act, 1885, becomes unnecessary. The definition 
Las been taken from it he Bengal Tenancy Act and therefore it is not 
necessary to includp it here. 1 think the explanation I ha^/e given will 
satisfy mv friend, Mr. Steven, and lie migli', he pleased to withdraw the 
amendment he has moved. 

Now, Sir, my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal said this expres- 
sion, namely, what appears in clause ‘J(u/i he omitted; thereby he 
seeks to come back to the existing definition that wo have and would 
not like to have the debts or liabilities that a debtor may incur after 
the 1st , human, 111 Ml, to be excluded. But one of the giouncfs that 
I have not been able to follow aright was this, that the Boards have 
been established not all at the same time but from time to time, and if 
a debtor is allowed to come before the Board at all why should he he 
restricted to his debts incurred before Januart , 1940, or perhaps his 
apprehension was that he was precluded from ha\ing the benefit of 
the Act. I submit, Sir, that he is not precluded from coming More 
the Board, but what is designed to be done is that whatever liability 
he may incur alter 1st Junuan, 1 940, will not he in< luded in the 
application for settlement b\ the Debt Settlement Board. In order 
that rural credit might not get still moie dried up tins assuiance was 
necessary to show that liabilities inclined altei 1st January, 11)40, 
woifld not be the subject mallei of *ett lenient h\ Debt Settlement 
Boards. 

TIumi, Sir, coming to tin* amendment of Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas 
where he slacks to substitute the figure “1989” for ‘ 1940” I fioj>e he 
will lealis* the practical difficulty of doing so. If Government accept 
his avnendmcnt, there would l»e a good Ileal o f dislocation of tlje existing 
cases. The cases which include the debts incurred after 1939 will he 
made still more difficult. Fluffier 1 feel that tjie House will considei 
the position, that Abmo notice is to be given to ,he parties' concerned 
so that they may know the exact situation. From that point of view 
we thought that 1st January, 1940, should be fixed as the date to 
give sufficient a6tice to all .concerned. 

Then Again, Sir. mv fiiend Mr. Niircndra Nath Das Gupta in moving 
amendment No.' and the next tew -ones — l submit without any 

disrespect to him — was rather under a misapprehension. If he reads** 1 
v *> 
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clause 2V) in the Bilbalon^ witiyhe existing section 2, nub-section (*V), 
sub-clause (tvK he wHl find that^ it is really an exception. It read* 
^thus “any amount I recoverable as a public/lemfuid’\ that is to be 
excluded from the lieaning of the t^rin “debt". That all public# 
demands will not come within the purview of the definition of ’debt”, 
but there again exiting sony amounts which are also recoverable as 
public demands, sub-clauses to) and (M of sub-clause (ir) meat iom, two 
items wfiich ere in the nature of public demands lmt which are not . 
excluded limn flu* opejaPou of ibis Act ^ these two exceptions rival lv * 
lead us to this position, that although ihe\ ate public demands they 
can be dealt with under ihis A< t To those exttopjftous we *«*ok to aild 
one further^ whereby we s«»e\ to include within tlu*^»peration ot tl^s Act 
any demand that nifty be mtide by a liquidator aftei liquidation of a cer- 
tain co-opeyitive society, the dues of whit h can only be recovered as a 
public demand but will not < be ex< luded from the operation of this 
Act. . • 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr R.isik l*al Biswas and m\ other friend 
from^M \ mensingh Bokainagan Saheh are rathei under a misapprehen- 
sion that debts due to isi-operat i\ e so<ieties are to be exempted from 
the operation ot this Act Nothing ok the kiml On the contiury, vvr 

Lirtliei aiiij say that even after a society lias gone into liquidat ion 
the demands of the liquid. itui will he brought i it ts » flu* purview of this 
A d . and so far as the existing societies are comenied, to make malters 
easier and to gel speedier settlement of their ruses, we have established 
Special Boards to deal with the debts of the < o-operat tve society 
members so that their rases might not be deloved along with those who 
are not co-operative society members. 

Then Sir, as regards the amendment No. IS of m\ friend, • 
Mr. Sasiyika Sekhar Snnvul, suggesting a little drafting-change, I 
submit tliat after siih-clauses i n) and < h) when we seek to add tc^this 
and should come between (h) and <<) Therefore. we have removed 
this “and” occurring between and <M in the existing Ait and liuve * 
placed it lu*tw*eefl (h) and r). So the question of this little drafting* 
change does not arise. ^ 

As regards his amendment 20, Mr^Sanyul, I am sure, tenow* 
very well, belonging to tlie legal profession that a tune-barred debt is 
also a gorfl) Consideration for bond under the provisions of the Contract 
Act. If it is exclutfed from the operatiofi of the IMfbir* Act, a %uit 
con be brought on that bond, and therefore the debtor will not be saved 
because his properties may be sold in execution of a decree. Therefore, 

I feel, Sir. that I am unable tftapreg to th% point rai*e<J*by my friend, 
Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal, with regard to this. • 

Th^n, Sif, with regard to Sir. Sanyal’* amendmtmt No. 21, w# had 
originally in the amending Bill eyluded public demand* like tyixea or 
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* 


rate* due to in tin i< ipal/ties or union l/ards4 X<*v, Sir, the expression 
“anv fee icah-jublc as «urh tax or rate" is a vajrue term. So I submit 
that it is impossibleMor V to a^ree to this aniendAient heiiiff accepted.^ 

As regards amendment in«*v«*«l b\ m\ fneucrMi. Surendra Natlr 
Hiswas, I (an vei v well shale his aii\:e1\ that ai^v trade ami industry 
should be excluded horn the openumn Id this Art. Sir, the laujruafre 
used ui this auiemlmeiit scions to me to he of a ralher va^tie nature, and 
fiirthct it mi£lit loinplieate malteis foi this lea sou that if we have an 
exception foi *e^ plaiitat mn*., we do not know wh.it other exceptions 
will have to In* made in favout ot othei ttades A^am. 1 am sure it 
wfll sa1isi\ him whJn \ sa\ that now that we an* ^oni” to e\i hide any 
liabiht\ to he incufrcd after the l-i January, HMO, there will l»e no 
difficult for traders oi Im-inc-smeii to i*" on with then business and to 
t| i lit nl- to ii.ne jiiopei dealings with lliem; in .mum* what- 

) ; ,i ! . , 1 1 1 . i hi. mas nt 1 u i aftei I 't rlanuatv. HMO. will no* come 
W 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 i he pumiw of this All I fee! thccfoic. Sir, litaf a 1 1 « ■ i tins 
explanation id mine Mr. Biswas will he ^oml enough to withdtaw Ins 
motion 1 think, Sn, that I should not take ;m\ lieue time of file 
House I icijiiest m\ tliend Ml Steve. i-~oi ui\ fuend Mr Morgan 
veto, | H present hi the House t • be uood enough to withdraw his 
amendment With the-e wmds 1 oppose all tfie amendment' 


The motion ol Sieepit Natendta \atli |)a- fiupt.i that after t laiisc 
^(/), the following he insetted 

* * , / id , { '> > alter 1 tie mi .i debtor whose the Words 

‘m i upatlou 1 1 1 • 1 s 1 1 a i , he ;r v. * • cm 

was I lo'i/ pat and hist 


Mr. CEORCE MORGAN: A meiio ini‘:i > \* >- 
in m\ name In \ o-u -d *he .i-sutame .■ u » n h\ ’ 
1 hee leave ot the House .. ulthdrtw tlm motion 
line | the r\plt'" | n| '< i.nisr N ot he iCiutte 

expression . ' >n > u e s 1 e le-'oecd .ted 

I tie following si»Ih lause he msi’ted. n.tmolv . 


7 and S a’so stands 
he H •’! hie Minister 
: 5 jt m i lau-e m J in 
d atid in ime d t fie 
it i /»» sii 1 »-« lause ( / t 


{‘J) for clause i//) the follow invr * lause shall he substituted, iramels . 

' ‘(/0 ‘debtor* means a debtor whose pt limits means of lyvehlmod and 
principal oecupat v>n is the < ulttvalion ,oi use, tot the pur- 
poses <d agriculture, ot la ml— „ 

pi) in njsyev t oi whuh In* is a raisat or an uniler-raiyat within 
the meaning >»f ’he Bem/al Tenancy Act, or 

(b) which he cultivates or uses* cither himself, or by luemliers 
of his family, or by hiVed labourers, or tw adluurs, 
bargadars or bhagdaK: 
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• » V 

and in* hide* :t jjrroujt n( jn-r^iiv who join u\ making an application 
undor ih« |mom>!«oi> of -uh--ot ; mi/ » 1) ^d -i^mn \K 
.wii~ »in*n T» v loa\o •! tho 11 < m j -o withdrawn 

Mi\ 3ASANKA SHEKHAR $ANY # AL: n (1 , t ;>omt ,.i s„ 

I f m onl^j hu a iiirinhiM * » *. h « : *hm In* who mmcl tho motion* to 
w i! hdi a w a mot ion '? 


a- a ».. n,!,. r l n !.-r -h. 
{(«! W * h 1 ! I , i ’* ‘ ! *»' IP’'* > 0 ' 

r • n . # m s 

1 -M p Mi Mi M i; 


’ho < . n 

a’,d 

1 ’ 

I ho 




\ . 


mako a p * \( 

o|i< 0(1 J 

•w 11 al 

w ' 1 !? h i \\ 1 1 * 

, ,l,. 

n , > of * ! 

o 1 ! ho t not 

i.'ii itsth 

• 

a mow 

‘ ' \ * a M hot fin 

<< t .on a- . 

i pati\ 1 

* Ml 

M u a ti i ■ 

* n .a lo 

N. ■ 1 , S ( j i 

a! : !..t! ’ 

■ 1 a il m- 

1 1*. -w . >h„ 

. *• '/• ' la ii 

-«• h‘m/t. 

-i toj li.l ‘MM 

o, mu 

, W a - t 

% 

\ a 1 D. 1, 

i*,pt i i h. 

■t hojoto 

i . ! 

'.!> * 1 . 

M. . * • i 

, ■ ■ ' 1 1 * 1 .*< ! 

■a- t i.i'l. 

pm and 

\a*h 1 la- i 


> i a u o' 

: s » i I., o 

h a \ o n\ 

1 tin* II 

'ha! - law-. J 

• I l-o) ho 

'Mint tod 

’ h , | j -m so w i 

t'#ot' •' tl i'draw n 

h. hi, n '-an , 

i! 'ha! Ill 

< laii-o 

foil, w a- t ho j. 

pit’ and 

1 1 *- 1 , 

'-ol, ha* 

il ilm' in 

< 1 m >o : 

lo'i, w a- t hoM 

put and h»-t 

a i>lo am .ill,! 

- 1 1,0 • , 

P^lotaf 

# 


la n-o 
oil. 


ho 


' 'i.i'h-I w a • hi * , > ’ i ’ a n < i 1 

Mr. RASIKLAL BISWAS: 

w ' t h ■ h a u Ml 4 4 1 lit* 1 1 i * t h Ml, - 

'I in* (hi'OpihP pi I * h i\- 

Tho m-M.-m .1 M* Ss a *.i 

I mo h ; ho w il l ' tin! ‘ Im 
Tho M* V- 

1 ! no t > u i -n!* ,i mu l.o < 

W ll M it -IP h han oj| , I , : ; . - 

.ip* r? «■* I . w a> t hoj, ; i u ; ,* 1 1 ( | 1 ip - 

• # 

J ho Hr 1 ' *h "t.M/ ''.P.itiL i S, hha f >ainal fhaW m f lad ?’ i I in 

plopu-rd la U-o M/ll, •afcloj *’| •*.>»*« 1 I IJIMII ( ‘ojilttil t loo' ‘ tho 

wind- \t* api attv h-o l«ai -ah!, a- m h Ja\ m rafl* ,m 

t him put ati*l ! - * 

Tho ntatMoi <>t Mi. S.mmdta Nath Hpw.p that u\ <knw*^Ni) aft.-r 

prop<»-od >uV-i lau-o a*-/i, t hi- ^'Shiw.n^ ho«addi*d, nattti*U * 

• * 

“ami mol ai»\ doht imjurriM for tin* ptnp»no- ol trail.* ami industry 
t i A* 1 mi i iti* iiui-plani^tmn.’* » 

, « 

wal then put uml lost, » • 
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i t • • ? 

Mr, SPEAKER, That disposes or all the amendments. The ques- 
tion before the # Hou^ is tyat clause S stand part the Bill. 

The motion was put and agr<»ed to. 


Clause 3* 

* 

SJ. NARBNORA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Sir, 1 beij'to move that 
clause if l»e onutled. ‘ 

« 

R*fi ROT (<■(!<* t $R *T?«I «fTOT Fit R pt w TOT 

mvm wm ‘*tte tem tew; qrR to*. tot* erercre 

«3JT*R5 s^nfr faPlfS P?l RRCT servant of the .Crown RTRt; 

^1 *TR3 Debt Settlement Board RR qfoTOt a?RR ^ 

servant of the Crown TO*=ri ittfllRQ TORT fWR «TR TOC, OTCTt 

WTOT a faRR Cf't sflRr $t*R[ a«R T<b '! < 

ith ftR rtr srtr ct< *fT i err? *t?«t fairr? 5 trtr $rra rr ®r 

: nt. «tt«t5T5T TTt, FRlt fstDT? fC*R TO. ^tTR R SfTt^ RTr*, '5RTTT CTt 
JNrffra TO l fro CT TOT r “JrrR? judicial knowledge 

«FR‘* f«TO R*U> TOT* $TOT ffffl 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sii. I beg to move that in 
clause ; l, in line d, after t lie word* “Servants of the (down” the words 
“not below the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector” be inserted. * 

Sir. if the motion just now moved by m\ friend Mr. Naiendra 
Nath Da*. tiupta is accepted. then l won’t pie» my motion But I 
do not know what 'hall be the tale ot Mi Naiendru Nath l)as thipta’e 
motion. Although 1 li u \ <* had tin 1 evperieme that word*. tailing from 
this Hide have no valiq* to the members on the opposite, still as in duty 
bouqd we shall try to do full justice to the cause that we hive under- 
taken . 

Sir, this amendment come' in only when a Board ;s dissolved, and 
the ( ioveinmeiit autliori7.es an # otli<er to exeiew* all Vie powers of the 
Board in enured inn with making ot awards, tiovenmient amendment 
means vv Ifbn the Oovernmcnt dissolves a Board, powers of the Board 
shall Ih- given by Dover indent to a particular servant of tlrt* Crown. 
Originally it was that such power shoubl l>e given to an otheer who 
has lmd judicial experience. Now ( »o\ eminent « w'ants to* annelid this 
e.butse and to substitute ’ 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Biswas. I think you will continue afterwards. 

I have to^ adjourn the House infilled iately for prayer. After the 
adjournment we shall take the adjournment motion. 

fi'he House at this stage ( b-'JO p.m.) adjourned for 15 minutes for«» 
prayer. ’j v 
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(After j jpumment.) 


U 


Adjournment Motion. 

Rai HARENDR/t NATH ctlAUBHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move fluit the business of the House do adjourn for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent 
occurrence. namely, the situation that hits arisen on, account of the 
prohibition ot public processions, nfbetings and assembly by notifica- 
tion N(f. 47 # SdP. , dated tin* Ath SeptemU*r, Ptd!)* issued under suV- 
rule t/i of rule ot! <4 the DC dice of India Hules made under section 2 

of the Defence of India Ordinance IJb'W 

• 

Mr. Speaker. Sir, as it h;^ pleased you to confine the scope of the 
adjournment motion to the question of the promulgation of the notifi- 
cation only and as I am not entitled under votrr ruling to refer to the 
quest^m of th** * \c« ution oj the notification, 1 am sorry I have to take 
this question trout a \oj\ narniw point of view Now. Sit, it is known 
to all ot us thai on the last dav of August (iermanv invaded Poland. 
On the »fd of Se U tcmher \\c were told that lit it ;iin declared war on 
( icrmaii \ * * *i *t 1 , » t \ *m \ d » \ . t ho IM ••nit* of India Ordinance was 

pi '‘militated A‘*i ■ mi 1 \ ih»* Itclcioc of India Otdinaiue ’but along 
with it :t full < 'implement of i u Is- s to be r\u< t 1-12 lules were pioinul* 
gated as Dcfciit* ut India [tub s I bo-c iul»*s contemplated restric- 
tion ot civil Mo'ii'. and pioliibitmn of puldo activities under no lens 
than : »m heads 

Now the l)e!rnee of India Ordinance has sufis»*c | uen 1 1 \ Iwen 
enacted a** the Defence of India Act. Hut wiljnn IS hours of the * 
promulgation oi tlte original Ordinance* without waiting for Us enact- 
ment, the* Ooveinmeht of Helmut thought fit to issue* tin* notification 
that is in question, the notification prohibiting all public processions, 
liii’Ctm^ and a->-^tnb'v with an abontv quite worthy of a better cause 
than that ot supies-mg public libertv Not onlv tliut. On the very 
date ot the publication oj the* notification tom ( 'on ^ re*iineii were 
arrested mi distant Malda^fot cftntiaveinyg tin* provisions of tho* noti- 
fication. • • 

# • • • * 

.Now, tfir notice irony of the tiling. In concluding the debated 
on the Defem c of India Hill Sir Muhammad Xafuruliu K’tiun assured 
the Central f.egislative Assemblv m tlie following terms — 

• i 

« “I at this stage again assuy? the Hnus« that it i# n*t intended to 
begin ‘with to use every one oMhese powers with which the Central 
Government and the Provinma^ Governments are proposed to Ire inveat- 
*ed by this Bill unless the contingency justified and c^tlln for the tile of 
thele powers”. 
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Tin* (in\ eminent of Bengal the notification within 48 hours 

as I h:m* -a ifF. nt tjie p^>inulgation«of the Detcm* of India Ordinance 
Kules u it hotil giving uii\ i«‘it>nn w hat-oe\ or joifthe promulgation of 
tin* notification ni ijm^tion and without waiting for un\ smli 

'Vontingene\ ” as Sir /atatullah Khan nuitcin pitted to arise. *i theic- 
ioee < hatgc < ho ( io\ ci ninont of Bengal of hrea< h of faith with the 
piillhe. Foi thro* was l ho a-”.uian<‘o ot iho autlnu nt tho 1 % h nee 0} 

India Kwles*thut -»u< h a notjfuation would not ho i-^tn-d unless iho 

situation dcmunjicd i* * 

< 

* Then. Sij. it v^ll«uot do t . . m\ that tin* not t '0 atom d-*» |,,.t 

pi ohilii t al I puhln |*r or 1 », 1 MU'* iijo* 1 1 iij- 1 .| a -sc m h I \ , a- S| N 1 1} , 

jcmaiked and ai 1 cmpi«*d to mi-had the 1 1 < t« 1 «-« - !»\ * r . 1 1 - * n ..n nhpttim 
on that 'Muimd List <o.*n)iiL’ Lot m« i.-lm iho \cj\ 1 im nj *'n 

notification I In not ifn a 1 1 m n umlioi « d„ 17 s d' dal. d tin- "u i ( ^.p- 
tom hot . 1 !>■!!♦ i n n - a- to! ln\\ - 

"111 O \o| I 1 t n t ! In puW ( ! » < < III ft I 1 . d h\ 01 Int U 1 1 /l it* . p j,. 'll , . I 

tho lit li in r III I 1 1 d 1 a f h d 1 it a IM o III .oh u I* i h J - *•< | 1 1 .p J , , \ I , j I; ; , ! , 

of India ,\<t. l!iO I i o\ ( III mo I1 1 ]> IiLimiI 1 d'Ptt thtl ,1 (1() 2 > I ; { I i , 

pint osu.ili, Illorlino a - '* * 1 1 1 1 , ! ■/' hail Im h-ll ,’U tip • u i 1 |j . i pi. 

disMis-mn nj . 1 1 1 \ » 1 1 1 ► j • * f t w It n h i- l»kol\ o. ,,tm< f pj f i ud n iahf \ tho 

puhlu i.i 1 1 I \ , tho dot, ]|M nt iLllish India . t pulil.. <ud<* and 

1 1 a tit j Ul 1 1 i t \ 

Ihll- tin \ri\ In paiaciaph oj tin to «1 l m a I nm plolnht'- all hitoN 
ot pin. < ** ** 1 o t| > and ail m.ililn t » • T puhlu a "o. pit m-t . 1 1 1 1 \ ‘ ! in' 
ptllpoio n| tho d( f< to • nt India a* Will ft. II »!. .! j ; , 1 1 . |,L ; . , | 

sll't out It i pt mn It I P U| <>' til* Wat Inti «|‘-.. . 1 1 * ^ | i * l j 1 1 * L >' aih’^.J o Ini 

ol d< I an 1 1 1 1 a In j ii t M 1 1 \ >i • u , all Know that ; In I’, lido s, , , nu \, t 

I s ^till ‘t! lour in Ilf no. d and Mitn.n |{| ,,t t j, ( < ‘ . h lt . n . 1 1 I'mn-il n,. 

I °d* |> lino I a n: o I \ n-.d and ahu-ed ahn Y, t I } M . ( i , , \ , mhiu nt ii(,.,id,t 

it lit to prompt l\ tn\olo tin p..wn- < nii<i tn il h\ tl. | ). tm lm.:i 

Kulo> and take a u a \ , with olio -t!ok< o* tin poll, the puldp imht to 
I too lino nncti I , moot t iii.' and a^tmldx c* 

t. tho m * ond paiimiaph ot tin n *ti*u ali-n -.aNi .hat im 
pilhU pioi onsIoIi . mootiuo ;i>M'inlil\ at ^lmlt tiioto js h^cL to ho 
an\ dlsoiis^mn 0 1 • an \ iuhj*‘n wlmh ma\ ath « t lit, puldn m u \ \ . the 

dotonoo o! Hut ) >li India 01". a^ain. 'tin* jtuhin oj.ht am' ^ainpn I l.f \ 

shajl ho hold litiloss wiittoii imtin- nf tho lMon'nm to* hold mu ti 

pioi oisioti . mootino 01 aiM‘inhl\ and ot tho nmo and pf n o at whnh 
ft is proposed to hold itn h a joo* o-**n»ii m*nttno m a"«*mld\ ha- h* t n 
given to tho JJi^ttnt Ma^t-trato or the tdoinmissionoi nt fkdno a- tin* 
case ma\ , he, at least days prouoif-h. and i(>) unless poiniissmn to 
hold such procession, meeting or assenthlx .has been ohtanied m writing 
frmif the District 'Magistrate or tin* < kuninissionei lhdii’e as the case 
may luj, M 
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X«>w. Sir, it may h<* aiiiuod tl^it In n- !•* a ptoxhmn nut tor ahsolulo 
piohihitiou lmt latiu'i tui ponmumy puna* ****1011 , puhhg mooting a ml 

.. A! ... 1 . \ ... .1 . ... .1 » .. . . ...I . 


\issoriutioiiv Max h 


hut tin* nutiihatton. m tlm*HtM iustamv tako* 
\i\va v tlit* \ (M \ liiiiit! tin- t uudammtaV, n^ht ut tin- punplc, hut a" tin* 
roal ni«to« t t" ottl\ tu poinot -m h moot ini.** ut jiini i m .tsHomhlv 

,(>> >uit t li»* uo\oinnY<ut puipn>* : ^ha*un\ >t piM\nh-s tm p t nmt^fd 
Ol i I1LT" *»«’ t" m\ • . 


I (.m ant i< ) pat.*, >*i). ! li.il tin 1 .u: *'Jh an nn*mhrt> ut tin*. A*.«.rmhl\ 
Will *|uak a^aili-t til.- timMun .tlui "'ll - *| ><»t t Hu* t in\ Jttnrtlt Ihit. 
Sir. ! w <>u hi a-k. latino I wo,}.! itaih -n ^** tlnm '<» hm! ..mi a nimh* 
pt u\ i-i»n n^ .lit" imui'i ’ n *h» . < u i « i .. mi 1 1 1 um Hi t i#*h A . f - t It.- ( nm**tl \ 
(luttul Dotria* >>t t'y K< .i I tu A< . •; mm, tin law "t Kill' Ii>’in \ i^'AMm 

\it win. h aa.,* j ... u ■ ’ : i - 1 T ** tic. M « .!•■■!.’ ■? m i - i ii. u.u i u Ltmlami 
oj in .,11 \ .fji if? Ill t'n-.mil Ml ujuhiMun M.nin. I t 1 m t fUmln llmt. i - 

not a imj<- juuaimmm, v,. t.u .»*• ) hm»A\ . m an\ • «! tin Htlti-h Art- 
onh-t- j.-LMila; M.n- o' nmulu* <'• d ’i"». Imi -mh pima.-i - ml prohibition 
ui pull III IihtIiii- . 0 Il.nl ’In ’ * l» . n all\ MU h |um\muu, hi an\ 
Ait»t l(on ul.It mil lit ?">.« J. ti’.,u H» * t a ' li I iM’li .» * 1 1 1*1 tin Mm.Io\ 
Hit ft Ol.* V "U hi 1. I'.n ♦«. • I. 11U| ih'' 


S|, I { vl|l u th.it ill mi M 'II h- »•,, mill .o \..!m ..II 1m li.ot Iimiftii 

u.h i tnl . A. f„ I II. u i • m.Ih '* i\ 1! M„ n !*.• «ai.l u’|"'H »l * 

(inM i lit,*. Ilf i . ! Ik .,1 n. a.*. * , th. a»M • v, a * ih in I nplaml ut 

S^alai*! ... ,, ,* ", m u . m ; .«ra<* n Itnit.i dm,* mdrd timt** 

i ti \ uni - i un ' n )*• * ( t |ui u ,i *i ' ! a i • ' m.i - • <m a* \ m t » t .*a I B > t ! a i n 

\ >>U Sn 'in hi II.M.n u* 1 ‘ u i ‘ i \*1 hit ■ \*t\ ha. I l.nlr in t h«* 

ni.MItl.* .1*1, huh. Hi Vlu. P»r* ^ I \v* !>.,«! *•*.,, uh.ll I.MIIH* 

w i , j , i pm i i '.1 mi> f 1 m u .i M uii i. 1 1 • i iii"' "1 *h l mu t "t I ml i a 

| ,.| lUt i S , .pt* ’• .. -MlL’h i \ > * a . ! tlMiu \|| I , a i • 1 i * ’ \ NuMuli^ 

jij •? ,,i • ^U tin I , . i \\ - ui Mm i i -j I i t • ami hh.-iM. **u| I In Imlian |M<nph ." 
J t ^ ,jat r ,| 1‘IJI It m.ui- ‘ 'I In- Mini, til ut imli.tti p\il)Mlui.’» "HI 
.•tint—-* tl at tin t.iMi.iiu . Mt tin D. tmu ut I mlia A' t , I *• 1 . t- , . *** jj* »i, - 

.,1,1,. tut n , n ■ lit..' th< pjr-**!t’ •!»-’*:*’ ami .h-tunimit m tin- .mtntj\ 
NutinAmnm.it/iai- ihVlm. am m« t ,ml aa.-II vmumh .1 lainlmatk- •»{ 
Htiti-li pt-'tni utMtuu! plant. t)M tin -.-•‘(h ut j m <»1 ut i* - ’ p \ hattml 

In.lt 4 l ha* iut)M MMM.i III h. ^i*A. »!t Hnn h hill I V»\r ounlf-l 

ihl-* <>1ll\ In nilllinl lh‘ ll!!!:*ll"!' llHr , nt*l| ) .|l pln^pl) atnlln Mu 

AAliftlu t tit* • 'am in -mnj ;-*t upimi^nu.' t)** v.-ialh<l Hriti-h ju*»tn« 

* 'I’lmlM Sit. tho If 1 l^ aimfhm tumafk.^hlf pa-^itlrf *Ut t|m (ntoWanl 
Mr. Not tm» *a\ * “It toll to ill A lot to appiat tu tin* \»*at HH A *m 
Colomho \a hero onlinatx ^mti-m n«*r all pnlitual taint # w«*ir H i«'»l 

, Htunmarth* h\ .hum h.-a.l (’...lit, M^.i 1 ml ,va I. ,h* tin* *!<i±nan MunuJpal 
( Voirt- nl Law xi mi** op.* u ami sfltiw; I ‘Xpn' < "-<*«1 at tln* # tum" n , 

b**foi»‘ tin- |iioiini|n:ition oUthf'lVtfti. »* uf Imha A« t ^ HM '» > *’ni .* pnhhf 
,m print. I r<*in«*inlier t m> thanf« to (»o<l that I livocl *m India xxlifta* *»urh 
action xxa^. J Uastfd, imjx^ihl^. * M\ thanks wen*, it now , appears 
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premature. Within 4 years I have fived to witness the Jalliwanwala 
tragedy.” It #s just fo^ that reason that I was telling you that the 
Defence of India Act has a very bad taste in the rafcuths of the Indians. 
Now, it cannot be said that the*'I)efence of India Act of 1915 imposed 
greater disabilities on the people than the presort Defence of India 
A<*t or the rules promulgated thefeundor. The Defence of India Act 
of 14)15, hud only two objects in view, namely, it was an Act to provide 
for special measures to secure the public safety and the defence of 
British India ^upl for the nlost speedy trial of certain offences. But 
if one goes through the Act, he wftl find that there were provisions for 
miking rules in a v#rv much lesser number of eases and cirru id stances 
thanSn the present' Act. The rules that u 1 < 1 be framed under the 
Defence of India Act. 1915, all related either to questions of defence 
of India, the successful prosecution of war, or to trial by a special 
tribunal of ('oinmissioneis, whereas the rifles that have been or can be 
promulgated under the present Defence of India A<-i relate, in the 
name of public order and tranquillity, to all sorts of subjects such as 
prohibition of processions and meetings, censorship, and other reMrir- 
tions on civil liberty That lias already been admitted h\ the mover 
of the Defence of India Bill m'llic (entral Legislature. 11c a > erred 
that the present Act was an “inipio\cment“, on \.e t * nimli more 
comprelieiisne than the old Defence of India Act. It did not relate 
simply to the defence of India , 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit and resinned Ins 
Heat,) 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : i^ro fm *n mtl WTOfo 

mwi w^w* tocri fofa *rrr erst at wvsTi to 

or toti i w^siu irn to w'Vta tot ifBT wtrore to 4 

to i at RTffrw st^rr? tot i as *itit mw t? fw « a fiTOi 

to i a* Frrftfr snirt to* imfa ^srwiwErti jtpto* afnnr 

flCWl&TCl fm TO f¥W 1 3* RT?fr*T 5T?1 TO* 5TR5TTR <9 

afTO* wft wf vfo to aTOro tor tot i r^T ’*fw*ryr ' jtTOs toit* wrrw 

WflfaS 3*1 ST STIR WTO aWw fSSWCW TO WTT^ WTOT* jf WTOl 

W5T 8tSl ffW* TOUT WS 8tC3 !!^W? STit W$Tt *fBT*TTO 

81 lit l fal 1TTT *fWT3Tl 3flTOl WFT TOT $TRT? 3RT STfl 

a*fl> to mtofTi -cw arm 'aim cro to* to 8t*i to tot* from 

1TCW « WTO5*fic$ 1$ ‘HTOC TO*' *WST R TO ! TO* t TO*! at 

81 Cl 1T1T aft* rNTCVTlR 5rW7r5T TOT fTOffl 3TFW TO W^T I a* STO* 
TO«t at ci ai 8 am tot to awt *n*si TO toti wit toti 
CK1 811TW5 **CW TO* WTO TO $3* WT61T TO *8T t 8TCW* WS TO TO! TO 
CTO $*! TOW 8Jt* "TOw? TO* WTO $3* 3TCW W5T TO* TTO TO TO 

*Ca* CTO WIT TO* TO« IT T$1T 81, WC*W WTW «W8 1TW CTO 

WIT* 81 Cl meeting 81T ST1 WtW nWTO TO TO* atWWiT TOCW 

afwv to-irr afaro to to to vnri a fi roi «^i «c<wr *— 
w^i toit. ci 5ro fiw to jpnnrr to tocii an f* cro mw rt w 
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73 TO 9 gfatoi «r;»ith toh *rmi (huttot fro ht sr* tot cwtot* s?r 

pnftn *nft cokii TOifS? tsto; « cnto/W#} xfarm S^i wa*r 

fOKfl fiRTUT TOTHS } TOSfT ffTOWl OTT W *W *lt. ^ ^ ^ 

ciic!i to fa* n i to re ? tow «uhiw? N< yrtro mto ht«i mi xhm 
w TOf? HPHW fiWTnj^ 5TTOS HTtTO TOTH ST*7? U 1FT T TO^ *fa * TOT 
TOtm $*R TO O 8* H*$T *FT3f C$T5 1 W TO? ?Tv«TT TO 3fa*W? ^JTf 
^ *fro* H*3TH 80 *?n? faTOfa ^WtTOH l TO *P8TT? Hi* * TO 

•O^TO? HltTO TO TO I 3?*TO 3TO HltTO?T 80 H*frT *Wfa* t STOJ 

5TTO c?W CTOS nrro to toi a«n ^ rr*ro xm sjw. 08 «rtTO, TO 

fco tKTr TOT TOTOl * ( # 

$p$ 1? 5t?ro? af^ro? to$h *t5tot Stot toi$ii rfmrm 
at utotos ch* tot tww i fro$ srw? to tot *<\ w$w i 


frof yrrros *pto?t *a N Stot to^ ^T5' 

TOTOT? 3f HTO? HTTO CT.aTO ■TOTOT «rfar ^ TO? TO TO *?T 


.£TOT5 ?T?5TT? TOlH^ysO TO^i 

itjt fsjr 3 y ir: y ? crroit TO~toi tow* ??:*-•' stos rro^t? tow > 
f HTO ' ?E S TOTH SSff 7 ***?*;? *T5‘ w; 0 H* t TO*^B ,,r ? BT’.lfT TO T *TO 4 TO *TC5? 
«? CTOW ! ^ f?TO^ "TCj? ctf«TO RiJ *TO - T t 1 ^TCj? M TO4 ’TO *TTTO 

IJSJRT 'fefro? W JTI'CT <pTOTO? to TO* 7 V*- C^, TOTOTHlH, 

‘^tTO^Tfr fry^T 4 ** TOT^ TO«?TO fTO^ *•?' C*^' *TO ' 'T T TO TO^TTO * rcW 

?*?TO? «TJ 7 TTO T rYTOTO • VV*'< at VW'* 9* ^fT *?-*!? «f*lTO 

cTO •ht* • 

5fT£^ STT*T? jfT f 4 f :r. 5«’7? 01?^ 4*?T TO *>Tt 1 W. TO 

?* ( yT? irtn'? $ h4/4tv *rww i ?r^8rr? h« t ^ pxi i *t^ 

TOT TO TOT^ £? HTHT53T*5 TOW I ?T r .5TT? Wi - TOT TOW I 

<5? *in$r ?r? crn^ hftw? ^tw ?ThT rwr & Hwrj^l 

3^7^ wifi ?:? ?T’?TT? ^T<C?to 5^?TO ?< T TO ^ WTO OiT* ! 

8rmj«t HARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA! «r«^ wtt». vmt 

»TTO/?n jffT w '<TO5T VTU3.^?TO" cntv «^T?d) w ctoto 5Ttl 

efprnw? CTO ST4TH to; ^w w r>TO <w/ c^r Vicoro.v at 

fTO5 <0f«fnrr^ii ^•Wi.TO ?5*H7« ^r**T t r ?T? v»^T 2* ®‘C?9 C^r <KT< ^T. 

^tto ?;w<r? tot= ‘<7^ ? .r to*w ^ c#t«s ^c< c^e r?r 

Defence of \iitliu ‘ordinance 9Tf? W; W TO’ ^ tow? 


srrwtro r "^. ^ a? sroro? «®<cro5?. iw. htwt m w 

?TT ,T T?TO ?TR twc? ®T? iTHT ^"TO CiTT? TOTT^W -a? 7 WP>T 

WTW i Ijefenef 1 * of In^lia 5? Act TO *tiW5 

C^TTO loTTt at onliflam:** a? notification JitT Wf? TOTCTO? l • XJVS 
WXH *?*& *Ti«fCHC^? toTOf TOTH WTO^HT ht CCTC3 *TO. l*en*fft! Oovcriuncnt 


a? t?CC' ^ TOJH CNTOtlSR HU TO?t WT^HT TOH HT75 CTTV^nTO HT TOTTO jPTO. HTTfllTJ 
im¥F.<t tTO? HTt? TO 9?m XK^i HTCf TOW*TT TOTOCT>,HT nTTO. 

CTtfifT? TO TO 5 « Tfy * toPTO Wl J^TTO ^TOTOS 4TW WTHW, 5T% TOT? 

flCTTOTfiR ITW;HT WTTOf TTTO TOt-^ *3to H^miT st # l>fcr^c of India Act 
~*rxrfr ^TtfiTTf H75? . Ordinance |nff TOTTOO ?X ent ? I Jg^T TOT 

Bengal Govemmcnt a? f?Tf? cktotut av frarw ftnrtTOTI VTO 
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f 2 Sxn Xov.,' 


Win nnm «R 5 rr»r pwx? sit j^r* stttt pt srrsr ^ ^5- 

mn inw w Wt tayJnjf jttt a* 577*? htT^t* *<t sttot? 5*7 if 

OnJinaiK-c 5 Mr CT+SI 3 CT* I TTTTjT STm «r < 4 | n STfT F TO'.U 7X TO, 

WW m.M-tiliU •r-<! r-^ 7- TT-r grp re w;* ^*t *37 537775, 

S 73 CTO swr 3 ,#. CTOSiTM art, CV jwn vjrmZT* 7 ^ 'm -T^r 

PP ' 9 >mt*rfefr wntfj ",;; 577. s * „ S 3 , fo^ntt 3^' ^ 

*•**' *Ct*W»* «WI CTO Cu~ ***, * 37 tri;, 37 , 5T,' mn ; * 

J>rl,.|i c c of Imli.i Onliiim,,,. <m sttstm 573 r^t SITC fsr^n j# jrtyr 

| »T* F -^ ^CT^.T? r~r* -r™.. _ 1T _ _ 

* * - 1 * 3 " •* - '*'< r^ r > ^i T T^ M* irvin ^ccfTr-t 

’Srrc* C/Wy *y *'-■». ,'i;r a/v ^;;- v ,' T v-*-r-‘ , ,> _ r ._„, , . 

' '• ; , • ••* " r - r .<-}- t i \( .1 y.: ^J^T.5T ^-r 

VWd wi»ff .nfc * iv ;w,*-ry - t v « T -» ~ r , ,_ „ ' « 

% * v *«„'.■ ■ 5 T.«'-f W^ 3 M$ ^ yrvy 'xycnr v~?' 

* :,Ma *C*S 3 ,- 477 ^;^ 3,777 575, .- 3 .T 7 , ‘3^. 3.3 ^ ^ 

C'TITH sj ,? n y<**.u f swT«nff pry; r ^r r ^\- , ?-,«-*■ , • , 

award « «»iif-,vi M .|. .•■ :*r "tvm'* q 5^-TT <rf jtt? ?w 

:n »z« ~*m ^ ^ ^ „-„, 

. 7 SI 73 zi 7-37^373 333 a.;-/ - >1 > s . 5 771 '*7j^f7?3 «,<■ '•'737 -15 3-r ( , T ' 

Hotlfiratloll 'Ml ., 3-3 - 3777 K .3 t. 5 S- -.o;- Vf ’.o- ir -3;3 ^Vas'^-.- 

“ , ^ 5 >i '7 7 . 7 c 3 -...J » r » , r; . , m, ,,,, , ,, " v r " <» 

• ' '•"' -‘"' i 7 " ^ 75 , 3 Vo.' 73 37J 7?,07- S -.j; .3 

V7r.,e ®7fs‘3,|"„ M f3 3.37 P 7 tfV 7 ." ,7,77 ‘33 -a «7T^/3f 3-3 ,7^', V- Z~ v . 
w ;)! 7.,'a a; :vw ;;«. „:/, 

MW H: »' ••■-— V •H3„,;,. k: -,t W 3.7V £ t 


•7731 t 3 f 3'7 f,;; 4 , 73:77,,;,; .3 ;t 

V‘3 «'*H7-7.- 7V,.!...fM <«*;>.. «.t v., ,3 w 

773 .,^; i«3'7.”;.' <t-s^ 3M‘7;U3 e w . t 4,13.35, 3-3, 577 
! Eff'*V»('T.. A .*■ .\ ; 'V tr * 

.Mr, ii:-.rf 7 '. , l-r,;|v, ! ,, . fc 

KV<1 ! y,ir,' T|djl ^C'V "v, 3 * ft- j „ ( 

*’T( ' 1“ ! C^*l> 5 *'^ ^r"* r tiT{ *r£ 

.6:;5t>rsr* <mH*H 


5 T<T^ ynjtr vpj;t n,* 


^ftr- 


*'•'* •;, 
rv r:*v fo ^p».^ «fr * 

:v ‘ 1 ^ ^ V r ’«> «ry r- ' 

,.fft .1 1 v g , ~ ‘ ... WV i » • : . r 4 y - <r : , , 

z*~t jpjjfp y? k *r srTt 


a-, ■•:<[ 7 c>-. , 7,3-7 1 .53 aw 37-' faoit 1777 3 7,;:v , ,,+-«3 ^‘aj >-3*3,75 fx's-v-i 

w **i:-i :,:;v: t;r7» : aw ‘a. ?* H ->- *«•■..■ < v .- C;T > 5 . s 

v.-v-hi met fu:* ^ :H _ «.w« n * y{ v t K1 , yri T:i , , v: , t 4 *„, 

TO 4W ' ' ' r " ' 


Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: \|, 

N ill, -ImmIo -1 irlclatll ' r 1 


"'pra h 


Mr. 8PEAKER; Mr l»-.~ Un|,ti,. I t.*i»(\->. I,,., 

L"‘ "■'^'" fl “" •" l " i ' !t ' V.M, >’a,i mil t |„. ( |,. U(lK „, 

,nr ,'* s ‘ Ut '\ ,lat > ou * nr <*»»». iMm-.l wi III 1. t| M . ,. Mlr nt V| h . Xotip, 
"1111; li"«, ll.r XntiHnitimt a. I. .-11177 .■\.-r,H,.,| f> ,)„. | 

"'ll >OU In irfu. fn nhr illrni-nt hut V,-U .III I il tsr i| .. |t„. oi.i.j,.,,. ... 

utdail. 


•"••jut NAR EWDRA HATH QA8 CUPTA: n ‘ W 

W -*R WTO HHC^ AC. 7,1031 C*TTO Mt Hit S 7 "l 7TO W R rn W I WTOt at pn^3 





grit R tito? ^ mro 


am 5T?ra swto? “To c? in? 


small? to tost? fair C5!i*.:ii . st?# fa?nmr rsR swt? totstto to m mi— 


*1^ SRTOCTI CTR 2HFT? $TT"=R STI$ SIR 3T CClTf • JUt TOTO«I«t* 

to? TOt at eitorrm? era? s**t * $t nr:?:* » at $tt? at «torro 
fefi c*tis marr? :< torot cgnro m’ • m wrto?? to tot 


cro utfftfff? tot crry,?r rt:?? to tot :*'?* ck 5 t:* m:s «w;n ton r««t 
?ti to ton at totr^i Vt sf* a?r$ irsn sngjurw tnw. 

to sir* TO «nr*: mrs «rr>r n «vto gr?r wjk :* * k to 


S TOR? TO a*J?t at Notification ^ :?TO ?tot 


Maulvi A3 IMUDDIN AHMAD:* to »w? 5? m*rrt* 

srfsr^?[? $ftn *nhg «rnw rt am sprt? 4 smltot »f? TOi ai? y^it^ 

fR? TO tofr ?*< *m <rw $T< (oornimmt :x Oi<f»nnncc ?to CVTTCI? 

st? fa £?ro wrg nr? i 

« 

imf ?r? far? !fa b? *: i inn to tofa on « wli 

srvrmr^ s^m ml? : 

w? yy y~v$ 4-v 4t\n ^^y^ m;*M 'wyt mmt m 4 '?’*' 4i; r <^ v t3 

« rr 4c?*^. .\>"<mii i*l \ ? $ T7 ft vMr*? wcnt'-r ?t s 

sr-r.yj, '>q,; *,*» ,xt 74.4 *:«r <r*r3 nfa mi 'it st:< to 

«’•? ‘ -It. *t.» 4-r? .' «?*’<» 5,4- sn^44 *T?TO? «Hf *M*T? SttoH CTO 

<r^ ■» y. f*rji *>"?' ^y !?WT^I< 4H>«T B? at Ordl- 

ii.UH'f* i . ' B'O 

. . % * : ~ V ;‘> 'Cr- > * v'«v‘! *Uy 4 7 *T V«W «? 4 r > «T*V a^fl 

.,r/ >: '/;»• *.' ‘ '/'t* £ \t iinuM I m<! (?) MTC 1 * ?>?! 

^ It m * * '.»• '.i^toi* ir 1 - «;:«? n:s:4? ^in . 

.r* pi >* „ r & ;,f. ; , M ;> ;;t 4 . , bjiSt 4-:? fir*- ki?.^ 

i .,( : ry ; ',: ‘»‘. .rva:?: :4':>* :v?r^ :».:? cy Uy a:si.i n^?i yv ?i « 

5! { 4T4H14 ^*4 r»(T4 SJU? 4^ 34 7 <iW 

srfu (inwmm.Mit y 4«.r3 ^Tt m^:T4 “11X4 5T5 4T I avtmrv w 

wfx^^ ^ 4^4 5^45174 i,T-'\:?4 J, 5' i ,:*• « r, vjr»«a #»ryr^*i 4-«T»t BT4 in 1 

yry?T? r^n»^ • ^ / 4 »rT7*I ?H) T 4 V" r .V I l>*H^U*‘ ^ I 

4'?' , "X r '« 4 T 9 r «a^ 4X V ' «?•* ^ V r ‘^ ^4*T4 vr*T 4^4 47 ff &\T> 417 ?T? S*T? 

*vm SitUvv y^r STO to a?. puUir atUMid 

4^4 mt # ?3?f*I m rtR |*1^1»»‘ l#«vtui^ p? 3 “VI ft tc? TO CtTJ tRITI 
c 5?y^ 4? r «r? ft 437 # < >o\mim(*rit >? $y w*^'tlf*l *HR tjjT? *ntl mi 

Li'&tm* a? TO 9T? TO # m?i tof ft}R? «7f4 RTTO StTW 

TO K* r Hf ? fg , am TO ‘ » ft f g S C^TT9 BOTWI flTTOTO? TO*CtTmni TO Mf«Jg 
to mi? m i at cm tfn ft ^ gr m » ?t« ?*? tftf'W? tog m Q r? 

4TTOT g BfTtRt tHW I # • * 

• . *« 

«tltt Government C? 4?tf a nHC*? fTTOI? tJRTO €1^*11 

^to TR ? TO 4tt **t1* fTW ^ >JP4 ffto? ?TTTOT TO Sftpl 5*1? CTO tto 
-m * Government TO to; 4CTO % ^ tosl? H tot a&T TO! from 
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• * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FArZLUL HUQ: s*4 C4*r too 

# Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZtlMDAR; *kr Speaker, Sir, we 
are here thin evening* to diacuss the extraordinary situation * which has 
arisen in Bengal as a result of the notification of the Bengal Govern- 
ment under tjie # Defence ni 4 India Ordinance. This situation, Sir, has 
the unique merit or demerit of hfcving made Bengal the only province 
*A Indiu where public life to-day for alU practical purposes has been 
thoroughly muz/defi. The most characteristic thing in this connec- 
tion is that Bengal of all the provinces in India is, from the military 
jMunt of view, the least impoitmit in connection with war preparation. 
Hurdly tliere are any regiments recruited tiom this province in the 
standing army of Great Britain in India. Hardly * there are any so 
called martial races inhabiting India which warrant any such drastic 
measure as the Government of Bengal has so far taken. 1 nime<tiatel\ 
after the war was deelaied, Sir, I happened to he turning round the 
villages in the piovince ot Bi/njab. In the Banjul) — the province 
that supplies the o\ei w helming inajoiil > of the lildiau' troops in the 
standing army — then* under the regime ot Sii Sikundor Hvat Khan, 
one wondered to think, theie was not the slightest sign <>t ibis state 
of rigour with regard to muzzling public litr as we witnessed in 
Bengal the sen week wai was started. The wondei ot it is this, when 
we have to consider in the tiist place, that tiie responsibility tor declar- 
ing the wai or tile powei oi declating wai oi pence does not Ik* with 
tlie Bengal Government <n its sistei Government, namely, that ot Sir 
1 Sikandei 1 1 > a t K han,, undei the leadeiship ol the same oi ganizat ion — 
The^All-Indta Muslim League. 1 believe, the Bengal Ministiy will 
acknowledge and accept the leadership of the All-India Moslem 
League. Kitkei in the declaration of wai oi in tin* promulgation of 
the Ih'tcmc ot India t >i dinaio e- neither the Muslim, League nor the 
Congress nor t the people ot India nor any of the Brovinriul Ministries 
had any .** y whatsoever. That is a point which is worthy of note. 

In this eonneetion if the Jlinistry had any' course to follow the first 
obvious thing for ihe Ministry to do would have l>een to consult their 
own i oust it uem n*s. The most reasonable thing toi (Be Minifyjy would 
have been to allow' an opportunity to the Job members of this House 
to consult their constituencies with regaid to their actio'A and views 
in connexion with this war, but that was ih»t done. 1 am in a j>osi- 
tion to say. Sir, oh the floored this House that with regard to promul- 
gation of Hiese Ordinances not even any instruction or advice was 
taken from the supreme leadership of the All-India Muslim lieague. 

I say*here with all the sense of responsibility that I can command" th; JET* 
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in this Ifcspectf the aetions'of the Government of Bengal, advised by 
Ministry predominantly subject te the instruction, advice and guidance 
of the Muslim League, were not ®ln consonance v^ith all y instruction 
or advice of the All-India Muslim League. I ask the Hon’hle Mr. 
Faalul ^Huq to contradict me when 1 ttay this. 1 expert, the Hou’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq is ^vare oi thy views of his own leadership and I ask 
him to enlighten this House, to enlfghten the electorate, to enlijrhfeu 
the Muslims ot India, to enlighten the Indian people ami the jve&ple 
of Bengal over whom and with whose sufferance lie is now the Thief 
Miuister to-day, as to whether his action 1ms recoined tin* approval 
even ot his own supreme AH-lndiu leadership- 


The Hon’ble Mr*. A. K. 'FAZLUL HUQ: Why do ><>u drag me iuto 
the deliate & 


Mr, NIHAREflDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: 1 think. Sn, that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. faced as lie is w ith* tins \ei\ ditlu nil situa- 
tion^eiili listed as he is to look alter not onl\ the welfate ot the pro- 
vince but in a matter of war and pea< < where it u the question of 
committing India, committing tlu* people ol this province, his uiinmu- 
nitv and his^omgir\ in a life and death question, cannot escape Ins 
j ospmi * 1 1 » 1 1 1 1 \ whether as a responsible t’hiei Minister oi as a good 
Muslin; oi as an Indian, in whatever lupuntv he nun wish t <» consider 
the situation He Ini" got to answer the question, there can be no 
question ot fearing to be “dragged into” tins d* bate Tin* Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq < anont evade the responsibility lot the a« tion of 
the Bengal ( »o\ eminent . 

Sir, who does not know to-day that the ('ongress Ministries, even 
un tnemls on the otliei side of the House will agree. \ou may give* 
the dog^l bad name and hang him, but give the devil its due, refused 
to enforce tin* ordinances uinlei tin* Deferue of India A't. Alter the 
Congres Minifies relinquished power, relinquished their burden of 
oflice, the powef* of Goternment hue been assumed by the Governors 
ruled by their own old fashioned bureau* ni< \ , there lyraui to give 
the devil its due, I shall say that in none of the provufroi, since the 
resignation of the CongM#s Ministries even the (’ml servants, whether 
Indian or Europrtin, have not stooped to the ietel of the Bengal 
Ministry pi omulg^ting •*tirh measures and creating the extraordi- 
nary < omlitinns as •prevail in Bengal. Here I # aai not offering 
my cntii isifi in any spirit of frivolity. I am offering my criticism 
with a sense of shame* — wmse of shame considering that Uhis^extraordi- 
nary policy does not conform the # definite lines of ffoHcy followed by 
any organization whether the All-India Muslim League, the (’on- 
gress, or e%eu the Civil Str\pnts, who are administering in the eight 
■flbpvfnces where the. Congress Min^teries have resigned, From all 
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theae poititH of view. I consider t liat thfi situation nfcrita Hu* most 
careful roiisideiation by all sections *f thus House. This is not an apt 
occasion lor !h\\ s^lf-t expecting ] nfli.ut — I respect a rabid Muslim, ( 
lenpcrt a rabid Hindu, I respect •'till more a patriotic Indian, but I 
can not understand limv any one 'except the worst and designing enemies 
of India— the Imperialist High CouriseJ — can try ,to fan up communal 
passion among mu own jx*ople wilen it is a question of war or peace. 
Wifl\he holocaust spare anv community? 

'rim t is a thing unknown, Sir 'Whether it is a Lawrence invading 
with bis army rtr a Nadir Shall invading with bis hordes oi anybodv 
j^jse . there will lie no i«eic\ for Hindus and Muhammadans We have 
Heenji. Sir, that ticiyral lher’s guns did not disci iminate between 
Hindus and Muhammadans; we saw. Sir. timt Nadir Shah s onslaught 
did not disei iminate between the Hindus ami M uliammada’is of India. 
We stand m saletv if w«* stand last together as Indians, if we stand 
as Hindus and Muhammadans together I regret and deplore, Sir, to 
see an efhnl made in some quaiteis of thL House to fan up eommunai 
passion, I think the lead theie "as taken neitlier from the Muslim 
League on the issue of the wai nor from the (‘otigie^s. Ln t tmin hho k 
renetionaiv quartets I stiongL repudiate l!n*> mental if v and I am 
glad to sa\, Su. that sin h \nins aie n"t ui-.m! tio ( m this >-ide of tlie 
House and si:e|i '"o<s ; j raised will m»t he tolerated and will he apllv 
dealt with b\ fin- sjd, < i j tfn* House in the manner it deserves 

i 

With the-e • «»n -’der.it tons m \ * t w 1 \\ i-h to pass <>n b» illustrating 
I lie situation tk<l i, i been .nluallv < leati d Sir the (io\einment 
not itieal tun was publi«d,e«i on the tub o* September ,md m the mutassjls 
h\ the lim< tin mw* le.nit. ., ihi.uof, the ne w spa per «. patlnulariv 

tlnough \eimoulai pap'-r- H i<*oK .> t<w mole da vs. Hur. Su on the 
• bill under the pielelnt o| 1 1 « I - ohim.iin i font wolkeis oi | he Congies,*., 
as m\ hon ’ hie Inend li.it Ilateudra Nath (')iaudhun ha's alreadv 

mentioned, weie atieshaf in Malda while uddicssing a meet mi* lot 
national demand under the auspn es oi t lie Kmwuid Hhn inside a 

remote village I lie\ weie iiistalitaneoUslv * a 1 1 ♦ • - 1 • n ami k. j I in 

custody tor met a month Sir that is an ’llustiutwn oi i h< iiir.isim-s 
that have Ije* n taken, that m an illustration • ih< method j»ow tlie.se 
oidimimes have been m^d It is also known, Su, that reientlv where 
Mi. Suhh.fs rh.oulia lios« i tie President ot the hot ward ]ihn, applied 
fot pel mission 1 1 > hold a puldn meeting if. M V ( piensing r h mission 
was not granted* Sir. it would he unheaid ot t >-da\ even in the 
piovinee ot Si * Sikondet 11 vat Klian not to giant pernission toi 
ordinal v jmblu meeting, and the Hon’ble lozlul Huq has it 

iucumlient on him. to explain whv sueli extraordinary stop was taken 


Tht Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDtN: How Mt M N Hoy was 

exterftod from the Punjab? Tnder what I*aw? . ( m 
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Mr. MIHAHENOUi DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I think, Sir Sikander 
Hyat Khan in an individual cast took the lerwou from the Bengal 
in is try. Yet the Hon’ble Sir Nliimuddin has t<* sho^ that permia- 
$ion was not granted in the Punjab to hold meetings or that public 
life has been thoroughly stifled there* T hope that Sir Naximuddin 
will be the first may .to contradict such a statement. Sir Xaximuddin 
has also to show here that any politician or public man in the Punjab 
has lost fiis civil liberty of addressing public meetings lor ordinary 
day to day discussions that take place there 

• • 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMftJDDIN: 1 1^>\\ # man\ ( VngrewHi nen 
have been a^ested in the Prtnjah under the Defence of India ActJ^ ^l ^ ,, 
♦ • 

Mr. NIIJARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR : It there are some, they 
are much less than in Bengal. Apart from this. Sir, this very morning 
we found that an f>rder has been promulgated on Mr Suntosh ('hamira 
Bhur, a resident*of 1** re neb (’handernagore, e\p*rning him from all the 
jute areas in the district of Hooghh The ordei, on a penult \ of seven 
year? sentence, excludes him from any sort ot contact with the jute 
workers who weic living in that area Thai is another illustration 
of the same thing Moreover, the chief aspect of the whole situation 
to-da\ is tins* that we in this House are committed to our own 
programmes, programmes of oui tospectne parties and ftom time to 
time wo»hn\e to consult our own const ituences I make bold to say, 
Sir. that not one single party in this House 

(As this stage the member reached hi** time-limit, i 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (’an l have one minute 
more time. Sir!' 

» 

40 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am .sorrv, 1 hu\e no power to do .so Other- 
wise l would Ire \er\ glad, hut I ha\e no power. 

Mr. abouu!a-al Kiahmood: Mi Speaker, Sir, 1 had not 

the slightest intention to take part m this debate, but f%r the serious 
charges that have been mad** by mv fiiend Mr. Narendnf Nath Das 
Gupta against the Muslirfi** of ^erajgung** jvhich 1 have the honour to 
represent here. F do not like to go yito details with regard to even 
fact butj*^an show 1* instances that the occasional presence of persons 
like them has been making the situation of that place fiad. • , 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it relevant Sir? . 

. . • * *• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not* allow him to develop tha^ argument 
except to contradict the stfkteinent of Mr. Das Gupta. Mr. Mahmoud, 
*Xhope youVill not go beyon3 a mere contradiction *>! it. • 

tr • * * 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I wBl not deal with the details 
of these instances which he mentioned but I categorically deny each 
one of the chfirgea #nd I say that the charges he made are all baselesg 
and false. He has just now brought out before this House that the 
life and property of the Hindus it Sera j gunge are at stake, their deities 
and temples are desecrated and the jnodesly ci, the Hindu ladies 
is* being outraged. 1 seriously And categorically deny aW these 
charges. I can show by document what arc the real facts. I request 
my friend over there just to go with me and enquire whether the facts 
are true or not.. 

I 

Now, with regard to giving permission to l)r. sSyamaprasud 
Moolierjce, who aui/ounced the date of his visit to Serajgunge, he did 
not know what the actual situation there was. Some aspiring youths 
who aspire to be leaders like Mr. Nurendra Nath Das Gupta announced 
by distribution of inflammatory hand-bills that the life and property 
of the Hindu.", were at >take and invited Dr. Mookeijee to save their 
life and pmpeily What I can tell him is this that the Muslims of 
Serajgunge have saved the piestige of main a Hindu woman from oeing 
gone astray what would have been the effect had Dr. Mookeijee gone 
there and held meetings. The Muslims of Serajgunge having seen 
those leaflets disliihuled by the so-called hu al leaoei* of the Hindu 
Mahasahha that they would he holding a meeting, annoumed by hold- 
ing a meeting that thev would hold a oountei-meeting on ’he date 
they would do 1 place befoie tins House. Sii . w lial would have been 
tlie result had these countei -meet mg's been held then* So, 1 think 
in this cut ical time measures like this were essentially necessary just 
to keep pome ami tranquillitv and maintenance <»t law and order 
between communities and communities. 


Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE : I think. Sir. that every 
right-thinking person in Bengal will congratulate lb mover of the 
adjournment motion on the opportunity which he Lus given to the 
members of the House to dismiss a matter of Governmental policy which 
has brought into being a situation almost unparallelled in the history 
of this 1‘ioviuce. Sir. I shall begin by saying that when wftr breaks 
out. in times of emergenev . limitations and restrictions must be 
imposed on civil liberty up it* a certain point. The conditions which 
ever.* civilized Government would like to impose on sueh an occasion 
would Ihe governed by considerations relating to matters 0 arising out 
of the wi.r itself. But. Sir. it you look at the notification which was 
issued under the* orders of the P r ovin< iul Government in accordanctj 
witdi the provisions of the Defence of India Ordinance, you will find 
that the Government of Bengal really e si t-H eroded Heroyl in respect 
of the necessity to protect public rafety and tranquillity. '"**** 
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Sir, I shall come to the point at once ami say t&at the principal 
reason which prompted the Government to formulate its notification 
ia a manner which has not been done by anv other Provincial Govern- 
ment throughout India was not the def^pee of India but to stifle public 
opinion ^nd the expression of views with regard to matters affecting 
public policy and welfare. I jfhnll *how presently that the effect 
this notification has been that people have been prohibited from 
carrying on their lawful duties in a manner which has affected pre- 
judicially the development of healthv ami reasonable public opinion 
throughout tihe province of Bengul. $ir, almid\ my friend Dr. Suresli 
Chandra, Banyjee has stated how the prov isiorts /if the notitientm^a 
have icturded lawful movements affecting labour, and other irnch 
organisations. Simifar assertions have been made by either speakers 
as well . Bi»t, Sir, I shall dehU*rately say that one of the idhject* 
which lav behind the promulgation «d this notification was also to 
stifle and suppress the growing public opinion among the Hindus of 
this prov inn against a systematic policy of leirorisution which has 
been yarned on by the present Government of Bengal. Sir, I am 
fully aware of \our ruling, ami if 1 go he\omi the scope which you 
have lieen good rimuirh t • > c\t* ml to, this adjournment motion you 

will no doubt Jell yie where 1 am wrong. 

• 

Sii. dining t he last few months this movement lias gone on not 
for the |*i! pose of sheading an\ .ml i-Muslim propaganda. I know' 
that for the sU t t«- of affairs m this provuuc to-day the entire Muslim 
communitv is not responsible; not e\cn perhaps, the Government us 
a whole is uiwavs direitlv responsible To-ditv I am not going to 
dismiss m detail as to where lies the hidden hand which is now 
influencing the destinies of this province m a manner which will ulti- 
matelv no an the ruin not onlv of tie* interests <:4 tin* Hindus I • 1 1 1 of 
the Muslims as well. But, Sir. 1 shall sav tin- much that the el^ef 
0 f the passing of tins notification lias hern that it has heroine impos- 
sible for men lik* ns to i am on om uttivitie*. for the last few months, 
who have been trying to organize publu opinion amongst the Hindu* 
in a manner whith v\ 1 1 1 not give rise to an v communal frcpz.v ot com- 
munal passi.m, but w :!! prompt the Hindus to niyninse#and con- 
solidate Mr > afeguai ding tffeu Xu legitimise intenMs b> every law- 
ful means open to Horn 

Sir, what has been the effect of the publication of tli*is notification.^ 
The effect ha? U*en that all meeting* and demonstrations disliked by 
Government Jiave been st**jfp<d Whenever attepmt^ have bean made 
Uf spread news and to help peopf# who^ire in flistres# rerjlihang combined 
assistance, they have U*en prevent* d from doing so or ur^ecefnary 
limitations have been iuipoa&Uon them. Even to day, sitting here in 
tffl^CIiumher I heard, from two member* how. theft lawful efforts. 
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in thu direction are being baffled by reason o{ the attitutde taken up 

by Government. f * 

Sir, in Septenfber I toured in several districts in Bengal alorfg 
witli some other gentlemen and* I can say from my personal experience 
how in particular plares this notification has been applied* not for 
safeguarding the interests of de^ence or war in any measure whatso- 
ever* but for the purpose of stifling public opinion where such public 
opinion could legitimately and reasonably l>e expressed. 

Sir, refeBenpp lias been made to Noakliali and Serajganj. I hold 
in my hands here a copy of the Order issued by the District Magistrate 
^i/X^ernjganj prohibiting notices regarding our visit to "Serajganj and 
ifwued under the Defence of India Rules.. 1 do not see how reference 
to Serajganj will be out of order, for the order was made by the Magis- 
trate under the provisions of the Defence of India Rules, and the 
notification which is now the subject matter of discussion in this 
House. I hud not gone there, 1 had not proposed -to go there at the 
request of any misguided youths but the invitation came from well- 
known citizens of that place occupying responsible position in i public 
life. Sir, I am not going into details with regard to the happenings 
at N on k ball and Serajganj, but \ou can take it from me, Sir. that I 
hold in my possession copies of documents whic h’ hav. been officially 
presented to the Government and other papers and documents and 
I say this deliberately measuring every word which 1 utter that the 
position of the Hindus in Noakliali and Serajganj to-day is so grave 
that it should be made an all-Bengal issue and the first authority 
which should come to their resrue is the Government of Bengal which 
is supposed to be in charge of the welfare of this province. We wanted 
to visil these places not for the purpose of carrying on any anti- 
Muslim propaganda hut for the purpose of verifying whether seriou* 
allegations which have been ojienly made such us preaching t;5 economic 
boycott of the Hindus, defilement and desecration of Hindu temples 
and loss of Hindu property were justifiable or not 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid Dt M«w*herjee. the issue here is noi 
Serajganj and the events connected with it, hut the promulgation ol 
the' notification, and I find you have alrhadx made out a good casi 1 
as to why the notification should not have been issued. I hope you 
will not go into the actual details , 


Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am not going tc 
enter into details, hut I am only proving how the notification ha* 
been misapplied. What I am driving ht is that we have l»een prevented 
from carrying on our lawful obligations quid duties as a result of this 
notification and' the way in which thi^ has )>een deliberately use^bv 
the authorities now in power Has Wn to suppress public opinion 
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with regard to important public questions. This is the open charge 
which I bring against the Government of Bengal to wthich I would 
Hke to have a reply. With regard to the details* l agree that they 
do not form the subject matter of discussion before the House this 
evenings But I should think, Sir, that my hou’ble friend the Chief 
Minister who has hAm offering challenges to various Congress 
Ministries* in India would follow for himself the famous maxim 
“physician, heal thyself”. I do not want to offer any challenge hut 
I would only request him, let him accompany me to those districts 
in respect of which such serious a legations have bee'u made and let 
us <hold # a thorough and impartial enquiry and* siytisfy the puldicj£* 
Bengal whefner they are true or not. So much \jith regard ttrtha 
notification. 


I would *now, Sir, refer t<* another subtle way in which this policy 
of stifling public opinion is bring carried on. The notification is there 
prohibiting public meetings, procession* and so forth unless previous 
permission has been obtained in writing. Coupled with this tihere ure 
the activities of the Cress <Yn«oi. The wa> in wlii«h press censoring 
is going on has nothing to do with regard to war but is directed 
against everything that is critical of frhe misdeeds of the Ministry. 

Sir, two o?Mis*issued a statement early in October on my return 
from lour in Pastern Bengal \\ c took full responsibility for every 
i-tiitemciPt that wc made and we sent out the document When it was 
sent to the Press foi puhliia'inn several expressions and sentences 
were removed and modified ftom that statement which had nothing to 
do with war < nndit ton*. (“Shame, shame” from the Congress Benches,) 
but whir h reflected on the enndurt of the ( ioverniuent. Kveii in some 
instances the\ had nothing to do with the conduct of tin* Ministers 
but thev simply gave expression to opinions whisrli wc held and which 
w*e were^entitled to expiess on some important public matters, #And 
these were deliberate!) suppressed C"ok at the differential treatment, 
Sir. When th» llon’hle Mr Shaheed Suhruward), a Minister of the 
Government of Bengal issues statements employing viol«*nt language, 
there is no Press Censor to prohibit their publication. £uch article* 
are published mm h to the |o\ and amusement of the peopl<#con< enied. 
That is flie way in which fhe I'fes^ Censor [* earning on his duties. 

Sir, regarding* the ineylent w liic‘% happened at Camilla College 
mhich Wvfsited on # ftivitatioV- I know that a telegram was sent hy 
the United Press and the whole telegram was suppressed, delayed ui#l 
modified by* he Press Censor of the Government of Bengal. But what 
happened the same day?* A telegram tame from # tih« Special Cor- 
respondent of the Star of IndiU„no* a Mifiisterial orgafc, but certainly 
A newspaper which basks in the sunshine of official favouritism. So far 
as ihfit publication was contend it contained a false atatemeut yhich 
not checked by *the Pres* Censor. These are only two example* 
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and they can be multiplied. What I am therefore saying is this that 
ail these activities are shamelessly* happening to-day before our very 
eyes, though they € have nothing to do with war conditions. Hitlers 
declaration of war has indeed* come as a God-send to the present 
Government of Bengal. Here is a golden opportunity for Vhem to 
suppress public opinion whether it * relates to ' labour, or to the 
“Toward Bloc”, whether it is a question of Congress meeting, or 
of activities of other lawful organizations, whether it is a question 
of holding meetings by Muslims who are antagonistic to the policy 
now pursued by the present Government, or whether it relates to the 
Np?££tjon of life an A death ol the Hindus yt this proving everything 
mus! be stifled and suppressed in tin* name of war, of freedom, of 
democracy ! I ask this House, how long will this farce continue!" 
(Applause from the Congress Benches.) u 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I expected that we would 
get some light either from the ministeiial benches or from our coalition 
friends as to why it was necessary to inflict such a thing on the jfeople 
of Bengal. We know that we are unarmed, and there are so many 
Acts which are sufficient to deal with the helpless Bengalees who are 
disarmed and emasculated. It lias already been said i and J do not 
want to repeat the expiession) that in no piovince except Bengal this 
special ordinance has been piomulgated. The immediate effect of it 
has been to stop all meetings of whatevci kind, and not onl\ iumours 
but all things accessary to stifle public opinion are being spread 
throughout tlie country At the present monieni we know tliat an 
extraordinai v situation has anseii. Whetliei it is due to Hitler’s 
declaration ol war 01 whether it is due To international situation as to 
who will wield the supremacy ot the whole woihl, some countries are 
at war. Gieat Bntain and France are at war with German) and we 
poo/ Indians are diagged into this war because we are a dependent 
people. 1 do not know, Sir, vrliat is the situation at the present 
moment which has impelled the Bengal Go\ 'inmeiK to i*"*ue this 
ordinunee, 1 do not know whetliei Sir Xazimuddui has issued instruc- 
tions to ('ii r^! volunteers to guard ibis land Ihis eountrx i-* to be 
defended! Against whom!" Against emasculated millions w)io know 
nothing of the wi»r. You ha\e got numerous lilies, jegulatious and 
orders, e.g , 107, Criminal Procedure (bub*. and su< b a w nig section as 
14*1. You are doing all sorts of things on the fa *e ot the globe with 
the help of this section Possibly the Bengal Ministry thought <T do 
not know according to whose adviced that this is the most opportune 
moment to stifle .all public criticisms against the present Ministry or 
even the ventilation of the real gnT»var.rcs of the juM>ple. \\ hen I had 
Ihm'h to Mytnensingh recently I found that *ven election matings had 
ln‘en damned. Orders were not given to hold election mNdingn. ln^ 
many places permission had been *a*ked to hold ordinary meetings Jto 
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• 1 1 * 

express not only public opinion but also the real grievances of the 
people, but permission was not giren, although some of the Maul vis 
hml others were holding meetings without permission under the name 
Of the Muslim League and asking- people to vote either for this or that 
person.* I do not know how m the name of defence of Bengal this Act 
is being operated oi 'in this ptovinoe. 1 do not know what position 
will be ttfken u p by Sir Nazimuddin, or the Hon'hle the Premier I 
find the Hon’ble the Premiet is petting reach to gi\e an effective reply. 

• ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUU HUQ: 1 do not* require to be 
ready. »I a always ready* ' •* 

• i 

Mr. M. 8HAJA8UDDIN AHMED: 1 know that you are always 
ready to do # whate\er you like You are a tree-lance. but all the same 
we expect you, as. the Prern^r of the Pronmc # 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Shamsuddin. I am not the Picmier. 
(Laughter.) 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Not \oti. Sir I lia\e referred 
to «h»* Piemier'who nitenemcl 1 know that Sir Sekamler Hyut 
Khan, as the Piemier of the Punjab, has offered to enrol a ver> large 
nunibet f»f militaiv recruits tor the ju-omm uium ot war. but e\en there 

he did not think it to piomulgate a special onliuanec. The 

Punjabis ale a tight ing race, but the docile Bengalees whether they 
be Muslim Leaguers or Kri'hak Pioja members or (hmpresswallus are 
not so Bombs and n*\oheis Lav o no place* m Bengal now. They 
ha\ e been disa\owrd I know that tin* amis of the* \uiiouh Acts are ^ 

abs.*lute!\ wide but m th»* Punjab Sir Sekandcf H\at Khan did not 

think it neec*ssar\ to take* reeouise to tin in Sir Nazimuddm posfibh 
thought that he would show that he* was quite reach not on 1 \ to support 
the war but to «uypn*ss the |»**opl»* in vaieois win- masquerading us the 
defender \f\ find ' what defender' I «oubl \ei\ well understand if 
Sir Nuzimuehlin would go to the war field, if he look summoned 

thousands of volunteers mninc "M 11 * go to help in tin* pn^eeution of 

Ills Majistx \ war”, but ifr-teaef. hen . for U>e poor docile Bengalee, he 
has promulgated an ordinance to siipjpess tl»«*m in all jmssiblc wu\h. 

remi «||}^me of on«» thing * Then* is a special rule insole the jail. 
Over the jail convicts there* is a jail convict warder ifho keeps g-Uarrf 
overall the prisoners. A f t *r nightfall there is a fjunti < ) and 

he declures-thut all is safe inside the jail. You uu#t Remember that 
the warder himself is a convict and'at dead of night that convict says 
44 mt fS» ftl ", i.e., “everything is all right.” Sir Nazimuddm 


is 


pwjf that * we have got no arms, even lathi* are •banned to-da^' • I 
in mv childhood that the Bei*raVa chiuru used to play lathi*, but 
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that is now absolutely finished due to the application of section* 110, 
108 and 107,#Criminal Procedure ^Jode. Possibly Sir Najdmuddin 
wanted to pose as one of the defenders of the Empire. We are nothing 
more than convicts inside the jails (this country is a bigger jail)! 
What is liberty we do not know, if mere expression of public Opinion 
hV banned what is left? Even d<d hhat is left to f other men to supply. 

I hope Sir Nazimuddin will reconsider the position. There is no 
disturlmnce. I will tell you of one incident at Kush tea. In the Mohini 
Mills about *1,000 to 4.000 men went on strike. As a result of the 
promulgation o? the ordinance, the labourers could not meet and 
i cover of darkkess the mill authorities spread all sor^of numours, 
suclvas Government is on their side, and tl\us broke the strike. There- 
fore, if in the name of Defence of ludia you suppress not only the 
liberties of the people hut alno the ordinary expression of public opinion 
that is not the defence of Bengal or the defence of India, hut it is 
simply showing that you are eager to suppress public opinion masquera- 
ding as defenders of His Majesty’s Government in this country. 

Sir, I know the position at present is really very delicate. 1 will 
not try to tread on other grounds but at the present moment I feel if 
this state of things continue the'result will be that all sorts of tumours 
would spread— -you can suppress public opinion but you 'ftunot suppress 
the rumours, you cannot suppress sentiment and opinions; \ou may 
suppress the expression of it but you cannot suppress the thinking of 
it- — the result will be that >ou may ban Knshak Proja meetings, labour 
meetings und other meetings that you may think proper, but if it is 
not to-day, to-morrow or the day after reaction is hound to come. I 
remember at the time when the Press Act was passed the Muslims were 
jubilant over it because the Hindu presswullas were lnuhiuuhfi and the 
« Hindu press would be muzzled and. therefore, they expressed the 
highest joy over it. But, Sir, the first paper that came ufider the 
Press Act was n Lahore Muslim paper — that was the first victim. You 
can very w'ell understand that the law does not discriminate between 
either the zemindar or the tenant or the Muslim Jyeaguewallas or 
other*. To-day you may be in power, but to-morrow somebody else will 
be in pow^r* so you must always think in terms of abstract right, 
liberty in terms of abstract liberty. You hv*ve got wide powers under 
the present law to suppress ‘misdeeds. You can do that in the ordinary 
course of justice but in the uhme of sc-<*i!led defence — V'hat is the 
defence ? TIow nuKiy volunteers have you enrolled? What'tas hein 
<k>ne? Nothing has been done — but simply taking the pretence of it 
you have suppressed the liberty of this province. I ask with all 
humility and seriousness both Sir Nozimuddin and Ifaulvi Fazlul Huq 
to consider the whole situation, find* I would ask with all humility 
Maulvi Faslul Huq to think over it and see whether it redounds to the 
credit of his Government. I would implore of him to consider a* 
implication* of the Defence of they Bengal Act 'and under the 
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of that Act ail the rubbish things that have been done in the province* 

I hope this discussion will have seme effect upon the Bengal Govern- 
inent and I hope Sir Nasimuddin and the Hon'ble Mr. Faslul Huq 
hfter consultation with their brother colleagues, when they see that all 
the otHbr provinces even under the present system of Governors and 
their advisers #l 9 * # 

(At this stage the member having reached the time*limit resumed 
his seat.) 

(At this stage Sir Nasimuddin iy*e to speak.) • * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now jt is 6-55 o’clock and Only 45 minutes are 9 
left. I am keeping 15 minutes under the rules for the Hon ’hie Home 
Minister. 0 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: • After my speech 1 sub. 
mit Ahe Hon 'hie the Chief Minister will wind up the debate. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: *The right of winding up the 
debate on an luljmframent motion is the right of the Opposition. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Does Mr. Hurcndrn Nath Rai Cbaudhuri want 
to wind up the debate ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURt: Yes. Sir, 1 may take ten 
minutes to wind it up. 

Tha4foit'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: But, 1 think, according 
to the rules of Parliamentary practice the Minister in every debate is 
the last person to speak. 

• • 

Mr. SARAT*CHANDRA BOSE: Not in the case an adjourn- 
ment motion. Will the Hon’ble Home Minister give 'iVeience to 
Parliamentary practice atfd rufc»s he is lef erring to? 

• « 

. Th.jrfn’blo Khwaja «V NAZIMUOOIN: Thjre is a rule but it 
will take some time to find it out. MV don’t press ft»r it; this ^ioipt 
may Ik* tak&i up later on. 

* Mr. BISNATH BANERJKi (in a point of order, v Sir. The time 
lost in these interruptions should Vie made good* 9 

; • • # 

* Mr* SPEAKER : 9 That is not p |>oint of order. 
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Tbt Hon 'Wo Khwaja Sir NAZItyUDDINi Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 
mm extremely grateful to Mr. NihtHendu Dutta Mazumdar for giving 
me an opportunity" of explaining the position as well as the attitude 

taken up by the Muslim Ijeagutf on this question (Dr. Naiin’aKSHA 

Sanyai, : Muslim League!) 

htr. SPEAKER: Order, please. May I ask you, Dr. Sanyal, that 
when the Hon’ble Minister is replying to a serioufc discussion, the 
House is entitled to hear him without ^interruption. 

"“^She Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A ? far ^ 1 am con- 

corned and as far as my Muslim colleagues are concerned, the position 
is that until and unless the Working Committee of the Muslim League 
gives a definite mandate and calls upon us to resign, we have to carry 
on our duties honestly and conscientiously, and in pursuance of that 
policy we have Wen doing our work as we consider it to he right. 

Now, as far as this motion is concerned, it may be divided intb two 
parts. The mover of this motion practically confined himself to a criti- 
cism of the Defence of India A<*t more than that of the notification 
issued by this Government whereas Dr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee and 
others have confined themselves to some of the actions that have been 
taken by Government or rather what has been the effect of the.issue of 
this notification. Before I deal with those joints, 1 would like to 
explain the principle upon which we have been acting and the reason 
why this notification has been issued. These rules have been issued 
under the Defence of India Act and the aims and object of these rules 
are threefold. One is that during the war there should he no action or 
* no speech or no activity which U going to create a r eeling of hostility 
towards Government or going to create an impression amVAig the 
public that they should not assist in war. Anything that is going to 
create propaganda against the war has to be prevented. The second 
object of these rules is that during war-time, us l)r. ^yamaprasad has 
said, there must Ire a certain amount of curtailment o I civic rights and 
public righjs nnd civil liberties and therefore, subject to that condition, 
we have got to see that no disturbance cis created. That there* is tran- 
quillity in the province is the essence behind some of the rules that 
have been promulgated. The object is that it is the duty^of Govern- 
ment to see that during war-time there is internal tranquillity and 
phace and that there is no disturbance. The third point which has led 
us to promulgate these rules is that we must try and see as far as 
possible that conmiTinal questions and considerations and * differences 
are not unnecessarily accentuated which mhrht ultimately lead to seri- 
ous consequences. (A voice: Except hy Government party members.) 
These are the three principles behind this rule. In its application 
Government have taken particular <vre to give absoluate freedom and 
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absolute liberty to oue and all as fAr as criticism of Government policy 
and Government action is concerned. No one has been prevented from 
or no restriction has been placed on, any one who has come forward 
'or expressed a desire to criticise the activities of Government or criti- 
cise th§ policy of Government or create public opinion, with a view to 
replace this Government. I nfty sttAe here most emphatically that {to 
instance has been cited, no case has been brought before this HoifSe, to 
show that any one has applied for permission to hold a meeting with a 
view to criticize the polit \ of Government or to create public opinion 

against Government, and that permission has been ret used * 

• * 

Mr. NIHARENOU BUTTA MAZUMDAR :* Wl.at about the 
instance oi < Mr. Subhn* ('Immlra Hum 1 at Mviiieiisiii^h i 

The Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZ1MUD0IN: Ihe meeting there was 
not called to eiitu-ize the policy of Government. Now, Sir, Dr. Syninn- 
prosad Mookerjec has referred to two instances - one of Serajganj and 
the other of Noakhali, but at the same time he has very lightly men- 
tinned the fact that he has been touriiy? most of the districts of Bengal 
with a view to create puhlie opinion amongst the Hindus, as he says, 
and to neitteVuhlir opinion amongst the Hindus against this Govern- 
ment But in all the^e di-tiicn no restriction has been placed aguinst 
luin * 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Restriction was there ‘. per- 
mission had to be obtained troin the District Magistrate beforehand. 

The Hon’hte Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Permission was given as • 
soon us«l was applied for. The assertion is that these rules have been 
promulgated -.0 that Government would proteel themselves. That was 
the point ot Dr. Mookerjec and one or two other speakers. Now, I 
maintain that frofh the f»« tn that have lieen stated in this House it will 
be seen that the% is not a single instance where they asked to hold 
meeting for the purjwise ot criticizing Government and it w^as ret lined. 
So it will be seen how hjlln w 4 he contention is. In the tw'o ca#es of 
Noakhali and Serajganj, if we are to accept what. Dr. Syamapraaad 
Mookerjee^ays, viz., that il** Hindus* are being oppressed, and if we 
afe to WPlievc what ♦ij. Narcndra Nath Das Gupta said, viz.^that 
the condi tic# of the Hindus in those two districts is serious, then ft 
presupposes that there is ^ommuual tension in those two districts, and 
is desirable that steps should lie taken Iq prevent •aay^commu mil ten- 
siog growing in volume there, • But have these two gentlemen ever 
approached jue on this subjec t, have they ever taken the trouble to 
djscuss this question with meT Now, Sir, Dr. Svanaaprasad Mookerjee 
has mentioned^ of a document whi<ih,*ke says, has been officially givwi 
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to the Government of Bengal. I submit, Sir, that it has not been 
given to the Government of Bengal^ but I have received it from two 
source* — one, it was given privately by my friend and colleague the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Banjan Saiiar, and the other has come through 
another source-— * 


Dr. 1YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 

Governor of Bengal. 


And that source is the 


Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN; Now, Sir, I am not in 

""tta^inhit of either throwing out or accepting challenges, bvt I take my 
stand and 1 join isJu© with Dr. Mookerjee* and say that no document 
has been officially given to Government. I am prepared to allot a day 
for discussion in (his House the subject matter of the representation 
alleged to have been made officially to Government and 1 am sure I 

will be able to show (Mr. StCTosii Kumah Bam: By votes?) No, 

not by votes, but by facts and figures, and the public will judge, as 
they are going to judge, that these rules have been promulgated for 
the safety and defence of Government, and not for protecting the 
Ministry from criticism. 1 will f t>e able to show that actually we have 
given every latitude to one and all who come forwaid lo criticize Govern- 
ment that they can do anything they like as far as removal of this 
Government is concerned, they can take any step and do m<,v propa- 
ganda they like and, what is more, 1 would ieqiiest the honourable 
members of this House to read the newspapers, and I am sure they will 
find that, although there has been striet censureship as regards the 
points 1 have mentioned, villifieation — deliberate and false viilification — 
particularly of the ('hief Minister and most of the other Ministers, 

' continued day in and day out, but no action lias been taken against the 
villifiers under the Defence of India Act. 


Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 

the ‘‘Defence of Ministry Act". 


Action has b*en taken under 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Yjm w^ll have an opportunity of 
contradicting the Jlon ble Minister’s statement when replying, but 
contradictions should not l>e made by interruptions but in t|je form of a 
speech. , •. . 


Ttw Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, Sir, as regards the 

complaint of the Hindus that appeared in the newspapers about what is 
going on in Malda, 1 may say that Government instituted an enquiry 
and issued a communique. Nobody has up till now been able to con* 
tradiwt that coimajumiqul. So it shows that those allegation* wgsg 
entirely, false. u 
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Now,*Sir, I think lhat it ia not proper to compare one Government 
with another, but as far as statement of facts is concerned I would 
refer honourable members to what appeared in the* newspapers. There 
.they will find that in the Punjab sojge ML. As were arrested under 
the Defence of India Act, whereas no M.L.A.s have been arrested in 
Bengal under that* (/Let. In tongiyss provinces also over *‘10 or 40 
people w^re arrested under that Act. It is, therefore, absprd’to 
suggest that rules under the Defence of India Act are not being utilised 
in the Punjab. So long as you remain jn the Ministry you must go 
according to the spirit of the Government of India Aef, whether you 
are a Congress Government or a League Goverdiyeiit, and it is your 
incumfient fKity to do it prdj>er]y. And us far as (he Congress Gf^frn- 
ments are concerned, if they had remained in office they would have 
had to do jt or resign. So far as the Hindu Muhasahha meetings are 

concerned I can convince ^he House (Interruptions.) Of course, 

it is impossible fo convince people who ure not prepared to bo con- 
vinced # . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI : On a point of order, Sir. The 
opposite benches have been given a vary patient hearing and it is only 
fair that th* Hobble Minister, when he is presenting his ease before 
the House, should be similarly given a hearing without any interrup- 
tions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it js becoming too much; in spite of my 
warning there has been constant interruptions. It is not proper at all 
to interrupt when the Home Minister is replying. Mr. Rui Cluiudhuri 
has made out a case in a most reasonable and amiable manner, but 
other members should not s]>oil the spirit of ihe motion by constant 
internifltions. 0 

Th • HonTAi^Khwalji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, Sir, as far ns the 

labour movement is concerned, no restrictions are placed for holding 
meetings where Government tire satisfied that they are legitimate and 
bona fid e trade union mtyling|; but it is the Government 1 ! duty to see 
that during war time there is no agitation rarriet^ on with a view to 
bring abjpit strikes to cypjple ind u*trv and particularly to put any 
«iui pediment in th^ preparation of war materials. Therefore, if the 
dabour have got any grievance during war time, it is their dhty* to 
bring it atiout by means of negotiations, by approach to Government 
^ and by conciliation and lot by means of agitat ion any) ^trikes. 

Or. SUIICSM 4SHAMORA BANERdEEl The mill manager^caanot 
*\t approached. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS May I ask Dr. Banerjee tS go to the S&cret&riat 
and have another Conference with Sir Naeimtiddinf 

t t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir # NAZIMUDOIN: Similarly the same, 
applies as regards the rural areas. It is a known fact that th^re is a 
strong group and party, that there are released detenus whose definite 
aifn is to bring about a mass revolution. That cannot be denied by 
anybody. 

Mr. TUUTI CHANDRA COSyAMI: Certainly, I deny it most 
^njjbatically. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: Sir,' those people who 
deny evidently do not know the aims and objects of the released detenus 
who are now taking part in political activities. I would not say any- 
thing else. I will be most charitable and say that they do not know of 
their aims and objects. There is no hiding of the fact that it is their 
declared aim. It is published in the newspaper and everywhere that 
their aim is to bring about a mass revolution. (IJr. Naljnaksha 
Sanyai*: Why not?) During upr time it is not permissible to do 
that. If you want to do it. as long as we remain as Ministers and as 
Government ue have got to carry on the Government honestly and it is 
our duty to see that during war time these movements are not enrried 
on. 


(The Hon’ble Minister having reached his time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. as I am anxious to 
have a division on this motion, I am not going to make any'speeeh, 
but I will say just a few words in reply to some of the statements that 
ha\e been made In my friend Dr. S>amupra.sad Mookerjee. The sum 
and substance of his speech comes to this, that the Hindus in Bengal 
are living in u state of terrorism ami fear for their lives, that their 
property nnj3 person are unsafe and as some S.idhu has put it, that 
Hindu women are being outraged and Govef.unent is not taking any 
steps to protect them. My friend Dr. Mookeijee has complained that 
by reason of the promulgation these cudlnunces, people S.ave been 
prevented from holding meetings und disc ussing the situation and 
ventilating their grievanc es against the Government. lie «has wound 
up by throwing out a challenge to me that I should accompany him 
to various places. ifi Rengal in order to satisfy mvself as to the truth of • 
the allegations he bus made. I may tell him that I would have very 
gladly accepted hi,s offer, hut most unfortunately for myself I have to 
deal iftth Pandit Jiiwaharlal Nehru and I am going to take him 
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various places not in Bengal or in any district or a subdivision but 
the various provinces throughout India. I will uot therefore have 
the time, but I can assure Dr. Mooferjee I will tak^a bi$feer man than 
Dr. byamaprasad Mookerji. (Laughter and jeers from Opposition 
Benches.) S 

Mr. SPEAKER: Vlrder, order. * 

The Honlile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: One minute, Sir. I am 
not backing out. I want Dr. Mookerjee in all seriousttesJ to nake out 
a programme and if I cannot go, I sliall see thut sMyueom* representing 
me will # acc(Whpany him whoever he wants to go, 


Dr. SY/}MAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: My 

accompany your representative. 


representative will 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 14 1 have the time I will 
go. J will r*a1 1 sty both Landit Jawalmrlul Nehru and Dr. Syama- 
pnisad Mookerjee. 1 am eijual to that task, but if I have uot 
the time I will certainly see that someone will accompany Dr. Mookerjee. 
Let him mak^ out # u tour programme Let him give it to me and 1 
will arrange for somebody to go with him. l et him show one single 
instance in which the < barge** ugain**t the (Government so lightly made 
can be siTbstan tinted. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: What will happen if that 

is true? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: >*> use talking to me. 
You niafe out a programme and give it to me, and I will give *<»u 
someone to accompany. 

Dr. Mookerjee Ji as ninjje an uproar over the < urtailment of his rights. 
Iiet me remind Mm that at Barisal he made a most violent attack not 
merely on the (Government but on the whole Muslim roTjfmunity. In 
Cora ilia he made the m*t jjabid # < ■ommunal speeches — * 


Dr. 8Y>MAPRA8/kD MQOKERJEE: 

absolutely false. • 


Sir, the statements are 


Tht Hon’bta Mr. A. 1C FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. >ou can say any- 
V»mg you lfke, but vou nA 


ide the most ra^id comnfn*a| speeches. 

• - * 


Dr. •VV*APRA*AD MOOKERJEE: You hotter uk yonr C.I.D 
importers who accompanied me. , 
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Tilt HW’Ml Mr. A, K. PAILUL Hlljlt Yin have been ‘spreading 
communalism^ throughout Bengal. 

Or. IYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Will you prove it? 

* Th# Hon’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZlUL HUQ: I 'do not want to argue 

with people who are determined not to be convinced. 

Mr. JOCESh CHANDRA CUPTA: On a point of order. Sir. are 
“^w^liscuasing the ratification or what? 


Th# Hon’Wa Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am oply pointing 
out to Dr. Mookerjee that he had the fullest liberty and we gave him 
the longest rope. 1 

Members from the Coalition Benches : Question be now put. < 

(Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswamj stood up in his seat.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: How long will you take Mr. Goswami? 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I will take ten minutes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then there will be no time for Mr. Ilai Chau- 
dhuri. 

<Mr, TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I will take five minutes 
Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Very well. 

Mr, TULSI CMANORA GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, my time is very 
short and naturally like my honourable f,ri?nd ifr. Farlul Huq, I want 
a division on k.his< question. There U one consideration which must 
weigh with the House. I do not think I need conceal frqpi this House 
or from the world that, at the iueeption of the war and even before, 
there was far moft* spontaneous sympathy* for the Allies among nur 
people than in 1914. Subsequent events have slightly marred that 
feeling of cordiality. It may be said 4 thafc that sympathy was of a 
negative character. I do not deny that. That sympathy mb probably 
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largely bom of an anfpath} towards the methods of the flflui Govern- 
ment in Germany, the methods which mean spoliation of other people, 
which mean destruction of Life and, what is more precfbus than life, 
of liberty. If it is seriously meant by the British Government that 
they stand for democracy and liberty, >hen then* must he proof in this 
country at any rate that liberty is safeguarded. As has been snid 
before, certain restrictions musfbe insposed in the interests of the proqp- 
cution of* the war, hut such limitations must also Ik* commensurate 
with the general freedom of the people. To take away freedom of 
speech, to take away freedom of association is a very serious matter. 
The Home Minister and the Chief Minister repudiated the charge that 
this notification and these ^egulai ions were made* for the defew>*>f ^ 
their own private gosition-y-by private l mean fietsonal. Well, 1 am 
not going into that, because m\ time is short. But i would like to 
say this, thflt so far the application of these regulations does not justify 
the claim that tht^v were made for purposes of war. War is dreadful 
thing. We abhor war. But when w r ar has eome, it is our duty to see 
that we ourselves can defend our own shores* and our frontiers. Has 
Great Britain given us any opportunity to organize ourselves in the 
defence of our own country? 

• 

Time wilU*bou» that the policy that she is pursuing at the present 
moment with regard to India i*» a mistaken jmlicy. I shall now' refer 
to history which is within the memory <» f most of us. In 1914, lxird 
Carmiclfael sent out a hatch ot young men to Port Canning for some 
kind of military training. They were arrested there; and 1 have 
heard it, trom people who were in tin* know, that I/»rd Carmichael 
protected to the then Governor-General. Cord lhirdinge. l<ord 
Carmichael a^ked him to tell him whether he was the Governor of 
Bengal or the Commissioner of Police. This is u fact. Now* that was, 
in 1914* In 1910, Iiord Hardingc had to send out thousands, hundreds 
of thousands of Indian troo]>s and was lagging the people to form 
defenee units. That also is an undeniable historical fact. It during 
this war the GbwernmenJ of India with the concurrence of the British 
Government do Aot allow the formation of defence corps, the forma- 
tion of army units from among the Indians, they *itl prove that 
they cannot rule India Jpr h^pg. My own idea is that satiated as 
Great Britain was in those days, in tht* days pyor to the war of 
1914-18 aipl the satisfaction^ that they hail in winning the war made 
tdiem feel that the^ could be indejiendent of the « ah ^stance of India. 
The physical power of India has been sought to be exploited alraidy. 
Why not create an atmosphere in which voluntarily thousands, 
perhaps hundreds of thoftsand* of younjj men be%rmg arms would 
‘defeat all the forties, or rather Jielp to defeat all the lorces, that are 
against liberty and democjacy in this world? The pinnacle of glory 
to which Ragland roee is l very precarious pejA, Safety dwells 


1 
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under the Staple where people humbly pity. Let men and. women of 
goodwill of all communities unite together and fight those forces of 
inaction whether in this country *or any other country over which 
England has tontrol or outside the limits of what is known as the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. I would ask the Government of 
Bengal to consider this. Curtailment of liberty does not 4 inspire 
^mfidence in the people. It does not make men* eager to sacrifice. It 
rather makes them feel that they are not wanted, their cooperation 
is not wanted. From this larger point of view, the Government of 
Bengal, if tficy have any 'imagination, ought to see that men can 
happily and freely associate. lit associating it may be they would 
in^r the displeasure of the present group of Ministers; }mt that is a 
very small matter but in the process of aqpociatioy they may associate 
very effectively for the good of all including the British. (Applause 
from the Congress Benches.) * 


Mr. SPEAKER : Though twice the closure motion was moved I 
did not put it at that time as the discussion was proceeding. Npw as 
the discussion is finished, to save time it would be better if a Division 
is not called for on the closure ipotion as f am sure there would be one 
for the adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: We are also anxious that there 
should be voting on this. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If Mi. Itai Chaudhuri ju*»t finishes his conclud- 
ing speech by about 7-‘12 p. 111 . it will be possible to finish to-dav 
voting on the adjournment motion. 


Ytai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes Sir I shall be a cry 
brief. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 also think in view of the time at our disposal 
the Ifon’b^* the Home Minister will not be able again to reply to the 
pointu raised by the subsequent speaktrs a Ad the concluding remarks 
of the mover. I ’hope he will not do it, 

, fUi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: As I said^ before, Sir, 
I realise 1 must be very brief as we are all anxious to go to a Division. 
Now, Sir, it is very unfortunate that Sir Kaximuddin digressed into 
subsidiary poidta that cropped up i© ibis discussion and avoicfe<f 
altogether* to answer the primary question, namely, the question of 
the promulgation of the notification anti the reasons that prompted 
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«uch actJbn. That was the primary question and not only was he 
bound to answer the question beoause I raised it but he^vas bound to 
answer the question in view of ttie fact that in passing the Defence 
of India Act, the Government of Ind^a assured the Centra] Assembly 
that no£ one of the powers conferred on the provincial Governments 
would be used “unlay the contingency justifies and calls for the use 
of those powers/’ Therefore it was incumbent on the Home Mipist£r 
to explain what was the necessity of the promulgation of this notifica- 
tion almost on the morrow of the promulgation of the Ordinance. 
What he said conveyed the idea us if he was duty laiuinl fo promulgate 
this notice. He was not duty Imund as a subordinate authority to 
promulgate sthis notice. Asf a icspnnsible member of an autonoirfous 
Government, he slufuld not* have been in indecent haste to take away 
popular liberty ; he should have patiently waited until the situation 
would have justified him to take such action. If there was really any 
compelling situation, what was that situation that justified him in 
his opinion to isSue this notice, we were till anxious to know about it. 
But he has absolutely avoided that point and has simply said that 
it is^for the sake of public safety and tranquillity that he has issued 
the notification. How the public^ safety or tranquillity was 
endangered in this province alone he failed to sultstuntinte. There- 
fore he could not meet the primary |>oint at nil. Without attempting 
to answer that point, he spoke much on Noakhali and Scrajganj though 
they woif not the points at issue. Avoiding to meet the real point he 
further mid that even if the Congress Governments had been in power 
they would have done the same thing To this tin* simple answer is 
that the Congress < to\ eminent* neie in office till the ‘10th of October, 
but they did not think it worth while to issue such u notification, 
win *reas the Government of Bengal, were as subservient as prompt to 
issue the same on the nth of Septemtar within 4S* hours of the promul- 
gation of the Defence of India Ordinance Kules and deprive their «fwn 
people of all freedom of association and meeting. 


Then, Sir, S$r*Xazinniddin made another point. Averse to issuing 
challenge as he teas, he threw out an actual challenge to prove the 
allegations regarding Noakhali and Serajganj. Thaf |*as heroic 
indeed byt had nothing typdo *ith the subject matter here. « 

t 0 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ees, tttat is not in the picture at all. 

Rai HARCNDRA NATH CHAUDMURI: On the contrary he did 
not answer our challenge » why this notification wan necessary, and 
what was tHe urgency befiind.this $tep. Chi? is the* principal point 
at issue but that has been evaded* Then Sir, he said that thsre should 
be peace an<i tranquillity i if this country. No doubt Jhere shoul^ be, 
but there must be peape and tranquility in other p&ts of the British 
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Empire also, and of all place* in Engrland and Scotland t<*>. But I 
challenge aj»y member in this House to quote a single rule or a 
notification promulgated in Britain of the same nature a* the one 
promulgated by the Government here for the alleged preservation of 
peace and tranquillity. In fact no such rule or notification ^as been 
promulgated in any part of th$ British Cmniqanwealth not even in 
England and Scotland. Does it mean that India or for the matter of 
that Bengal has to be more tranquil at this time than even England 
and Scotland for the succtysful prosecution of war? 

c 

« 

^Wr SPEAKER*: l think it is not necessary to put th^ closure 
motion in view of •the fact that the debate has now con&uded. 

The motion that the business of the House do now adjourn, moved 
by Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, was then put and a division taken, 
with the following result: — 

AYES — 80 . 


AM* Wafcii, Mi**. 

Aka Mmm 4* tartar, Mail*. 

At* Fa*l, Mr. Mi. r 

Aakaryya Cktaikary, Makaraja •nil KaU, at 
Maktafaika, Mynaaitaifc. 

Akaiai Kkaa, Mr. lyai. 

Ail«a4ila Akuai, Mr. 

■aaarji . Mr. P. 

iaaarjaa, Mr. Priaiatka Natk. 

Baaar Jl, Mr. tatya Prlya. 

Naaar)ai, Mr. titaatk. 

Naaar|aa, Dr. taraik Okaaira. 

Ural, taka Pranfcari. 

Ivaut, ftaka tkyana Praaai. 

•m«, Mr. laataak Kaaitr. 

Bkaaatlk. Dr. taklaia Okaaira. 

Itaaraa, taka Ukakaii Narayaa 
■lavaa. Mr. Rastk Ul. 

Dta4aa.Hr. taraaira Natk. 

Daaa, Mr. karat Okaaira. 

Okakrakarty, Mr. iaUaira Natk. 

Okakrakarty, Raka NanMri Narayaa. 
Okattayaikyay, Mr. Hartfaia. 

OkaaikaH. Nat Maraaira Natk. 

Oat, taka Makiit, Ok aa ira . 

Daa, Oaka NUAutk 

Daa lafta, Oaka Kk a f a aO ra Natk. 

Dai Oapta. krljat Ntraaift Natk. 

Oatta, Mr. Dtratara Natk. 

Dalat, Mr. Maraaira Natk. 

Pitta, Mr. litiMT. 

, Dattk Oapta, Mtaa MNk. 

Datta Maaai ia r , Mr. Nt k araaia. 
ta*atal Naoaa, Mat. 

Oaafity, Mr. Prat* O kaa ir a . 
tkaaa, Mr. At* Rritfou * 

NlaiaiOta Ak a iai. Mr. 

DaawMrt, Mr. TaM Otaaim. 

O^ta. Mr. iataak Okaai ra . 

•aaU Mr.i. N. 

Moaoi m 0ta«0kar y , Mr. lyML 


ialalaiiia Haakaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
ialaa, Mr. I. D. 

Jaaafc All Majamiar, Maatvi. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira Lall. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal 0V.anir%. ' 

Malti, Mr. Nlkaaja Bakari. 

Maltra, Mr. taraaira Makaa. 

Mail, Mr. Aiaralta Kanar. 

Majaatiar, Mrs. Haaiayrava. 

Mai, Mr. lavar Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Krtikaa Prasai. 
Maatnuxamaa Ulaaiakaii, Maalaaa Mi. 
Matkal Maaala. nr. 

Maakar^aa, Dr. tyaaiayraaai. 

Makar)!, Mr. Okiraaira Narayaa. 
Makkariaa, Mr. B. 

Makkarjl, Dr. t karat Okaaira. 

MaWak, trl|* AakatMk. 

Raakar, Mr. Han Okaaira. 

Pala Mr. Baraia Praaaaaa. 

Pranaatk, Mr. Tartalckaraa. 

Raariiaiiia Akaiai, Mr«r 
Nay. Mr. Wkara Okaaira. 

Ray. Mr. Kaaialkrtakik. 

Ray, Mr. Kkaa taakar. 

Nay, Mr. Rtakara P*i. 

,JNay. Mfir MaaauNka Natk. 

Ray, Kiaar Iklk tkafckaraaarar. 
taayal. Dr. NaMaaluka. 

Oaayrt, Mr. taaaaka takkar. . 

Oaa, Mr. At* Okaaira. 

taa, Ral N ak aia r Jayaak Okaaira. 

m wa a iiti Akwai. Mr. M. * 
MaikaoBaka Ratal ra talk. 

Data, 3at|at Maalaara Ota a am. 
tar, Mr. Raratara Malar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Naiii N aaj ia . 

W*l pr Btkaaaa, Mart*. 

Xlbaa, Mr. A. M. A. 
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AMU AHA Mi** M. 
amh *•*. Hr. mm. 

AMalHalm, Mr. 

AM al Mabito* luW. 

AM«( Habi* Vlkraaffffl, MaamMM. 
AMMlMaaM.fr. A. M 
AMri MaaM Ail, HaahrL 
AMal Marla, Mr. 

AM* Latfl Unit, MaaM. 

AMat Ma)M, Mr. lyai. 

AMal Wabak Khaa, Hr. 

AMaKa-AI Maknaai, Mr. 

AMar RakMaa, K|aa Rabaiar A. P. M. • 

AMar Rabaaa MMifi, Mr. # 

AMar Rattbli Hakaaai, Mr. 

AMar Ratkaai, MaaM Mi. 

AMar Raaf. Kka# taWk Maahrl I. 

AMar Raaf, Khaa RabMar Ikab. 

AMar Raatak, Maalvl. • 

AMaa tkakaai, Maahrl U§. 

AkMar Rata ikavikary, Kka a RabMar Maahrl. 
Akal Naahlai, Maalvl. 

Akal IMaaaia Abaiai, Mr. 

AMI Qaanat, Maalvl. 

Altai AH, Mr. 

AkaMi AN Caafataarl, Khaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
Abaiai AH MrMba, Maahrl. 

Abaiai Maaala, Mr. * 

AaMaaHab, Khaa tahlk Maalvl. 

A*ir All Mia, Maahrl Mi. 

AakrafiH, Mr M. 

AalM Haaaala Kbaa, Maahrl. 

At bar AM, Maahrl. 

Rarat AH. Mr. Mi. 

Raraia. Mr. PatpaJH. 

Rkbairra, Hr Haary, Mart. 

Rtowaattack, Mr. L. M. 
iklppaaialv, Mr. 4. W. 

Mart, Mr. I. A. 

Da*, Mai Sahib Kim Rbataa. 

Data, Raka Rthaaira Math, 
tikar, Mr. Dpaairaaatk. 

Partui Rata Obaarihary. Mr. M. 

Park at Raaa Kkaaaai, Rafaai. 

Patlal Ha#, tka Maa'b# Mr. A. R. 

Patlal Qaaiir, Kbaa Rabyar Maalvl. 

Pastor Rakaaaa, Mr. (Raaaa). 

P attor Rakataa, Mr. (HyaMMtofb). 

Prvaab, Mr. P. H. 

Raaaaa, Mr. |. A. 

RftfllttM, Mr. 6. 

taratf, Mr. D**k#r Stofk.* 

ty aaa i i to Aba»i ftkaaikary, AJbaiJ. • . 

HakHtMak.-tka Haa feto ftayk Rakaiar K„ at 

MaRniito C bia iR a rl , MaaM. 

MaailiaiMa Abano. Kbaa SaMk. 

MaaMtoa, Mr. K. A. 
li^amaTtirir- ItoaM Mi. 

Maatoa Manhai, Mrs* MA.C. 

MbMiy Jatoair. Kbaa SabM Maahrl . 


Mnrfctoca, Mr. R. 4. 

MrM, Mr. M. A. P. 

*3* AkaMi Mia. Maatvt. 

Upahaal, Mr. M. A. H. 

^aiaMiia Akani, Mr, 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. R. 

Mafrtcar, Mr. R. R. 

Maks ai ito ih aai k ary, MaaM. 

Mafalra, Mr. L. T. 

Matoi, Mr. Raaba Rahart. • 

# Mania!, Mr. Rlrat OMM. 

Maaiai, Mr. Apt oyaira. 

Maairaiila Abbaai, Maalvl. 

Marlaiia, Mr. P. 4. , 

MHaa, Mr. R. W. 

Millar, Mr. i. 

Mabaaiaiai AH, Kbaa Rabaiar. 

■argaa, Mr. t„ O.l. I. 
iMba AH Maltab, Maahrl. 

Mabaaiaiai Ikrabiai, Maalvl. 

Mabanaiai fibaaaa, Maahrl. 

Mabaaiaiai ItraU. Maahrl. 

Mabanaui IWiifai. Khaa Rabaiar Dr. »yai. 
Mabaaiaiai talalaiaa, Kbaa lablb Maalvl. 
Mattkk, tka Haa bia Mr. Makeaia Rabary. 
RialHak, Hr. Palla Rabary. 

Mattapaial Maaat, Mr. lyai. 

Mattafa All Daaaa, MaaM. 

tb« Haa bia Makaraja Srlaakaaira, 
taalakaiar. 

Ratarallah, Ravaktaia K. 

Ratiaiaiila, tka Haa'kto Kbwala Sir, R.R.IJI. 
Raamiila, Mr. K. 

Rartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Pattaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rabaian, Kbaa Rabaiar A. M. 1. 

Ralkat, tba Haa bia Mr. Praaaaaa Dak. 

Rataar Rabnaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, tba Haa bia Mr RJJay Praaai Sto|k. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaa«jay. 

Ray. Mr. Patlraai. 

Sabak Ala*, Mr. lyai. 

•akarviita AkaMi, Mr. 
latraiiia AkaMi, Hail. 
laH*, Mr. S. A. 

BaaaaHab, Dr. 

larkar, Raka Maikaaaiaa. 

Sarhar, tba Haa bia Mr. Raft# Raaiaa. 
taralal tala*, Mr. * a 

Hab ak a O Ha, Mr. Kfcwala. O.R.*. 

»ka*i a R il a AkaMi Kbaaikar, Mr. 
laNtk, Mr. H. RrakaWt 
ttovaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 
tabravariy, tka Hafki* Mr. N. I, 
Ta*bnMMto Kbaa, tka Rialto Mr, 

TaM Akawi S kaa ik ary, MaaM Raji. 
Watkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

W arras, Mr. P. P, S, 

Wariytrtb, Mr. W*. •» . 

• Vaaat AR ih aaika r y, Mr. 

Zahar AkaMi ih a a ika r y, Maaiai 


The Aye* being 80 and Noe* V2«, the motion wa* lo*t. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I may just state for the information of the 
House that wt have no sittings of the Assembly on Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday next. * 


Adjournment 

It being 7-46 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 445 p.m. on Wednesday, the 29th 
November, 1930; at the Assembly, House, Calcutta. 
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Proewfinii of the Bengal Legislative Assembly* assembled 
• under the provisions of the Govecpment of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met'in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday 
the 29th November, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. • 



Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble* Khun Bahadur M. Azjzvl Hauvk, cj'kA 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 212 members. 


. # STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Removal of present headquarters of Hoakhali district to a permanent 
• t - site. 

•5, Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: to) Will the Hon'ble Mini*- 

tei in charge of the Revenue Depai tineut be pleased to stole 

<0 bow lon^r the matter of removal of the present headquarter* o* 
the Nonkhnli district to a j*»rmanpnt Hite is peuding la* fore 
the Government for a final decision; and 
(n) whethei the Government have uccepted the recommendation! 1 
of the Site Selection Committee appointed for the put]* *e? 

t b ) If the answer to Uj) (»i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon%ie 
Minister lie pleased to state whether any demand for the purpose will 
be presented befbi* the House at the session of the Bengal 1/ctfinlative 
Assembly commencing on the 27th November, 1939? 

(c) Do the Government |vropo*o to make any decluratmi^ about the 
site of the permanent headquarters before the oomiueucement of the 
next session of the 'Assembly ? • 

. *. 

' MINISTER in oilarga of tlw REVENUE DEPARTMENT <thj 

Hoo’Mo Sir Bi|oy Prasad Singh Roy): (<i) (i) The matter is pending 
since 1933. # j 

« o * # • 

(ii) The matter is still under vonhideration. 

(6) Does pot arise. ♦ , 

(c) Government hope that a final, decision will have been arrived 
at before .then.# * 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to sta\e by # what time the Matter which is under consideration 

from 1933 is likely to be finished? 

«« 

TN Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD, 8INCH ROY: By the* end of 
tins financial year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to staff e .what are the reasons which are standing in the way of 
coining to a final decision in the matter? 

x i 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 3INGH ROY: Government 
appointed a Committee, and the Committee recommended r a site; but 
now the whole question hinges on financial considerations. The cost 
is going to be enormous it Government agree to accept the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee. They will have to compare the advantages of 
different sites and also the cost involved in each case and then come 
a decision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that a certain site was 
already selected by Government and some amount of money w T as spent 
on it? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: That is so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what will happen to this amount of money actually 
spent on a site provisionally selected, if that site is now left out? 

Tha Hott'bl Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: If Government 

decide to shift the headquarters to a new site and abandon the site 
already selected, Government hope to utilize the buildings already 
erected for nme other purpose. 


Attendance register for excise vendors. 

*8. Maiftvi AULAD H OSSA IN KHANS <*) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Excise and Halt Department be pleased to 
etate whether ther»' is any attendance regisVr for the excise vendors? 

{b) If the answer to tof is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased lo state whether the vendors’ presence at the shop 
only at the pi escribed hour is recorded or is their presence at the 
station recorded as well? 
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MINISTER in ohorgo of Ox FORESTS art EXCISE DEPART. 
MENT <tho Hon’blt Mr. Praunnn Dab Raikut): J„) Aid (6) Then 
it no register of attendance for excise vendors, but vendors often sign 
Ike account book in token of their attendance. 


Principle regarding promotion to 8ub- Deputy Ooi lectors’ gratis. 


*7. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD:* ,.) Will the Uon'ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Homo Department be pleased to state — 

(t) *the •total number flf Sul>»Deputy Collectors promoted from 0 
different* services after the settlement of the communal 
jut in ; 

(ti) the numlier of Muslyns, Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes 
amongst them; and 

(tit) the principle on which these promotions or recruitments were 
made? 

(b) If the number promoted are ant in accordance with the ratio 
fixed by (Jow^nmeyt. will *he Hon'blc Minister Ire pleased to state the 
reason therefor Y 


MINISTER in oharga of the HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'bli 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): <#i> <o Ten. 

{u) One Muslim and nine Caste Hindus. 

(m) The principle de-crilied n. paragraph 4 of the communique of 
the 12th June, HM9, that in the selection of indniduala 

already 1:1 <to\ eminent M*i\i< e lor promotion front one service to another* 
there can l>e no question of < oiuiuunul inteiest ami promotions inufl l>e 
made on merit alone with due regard to seniority. 

(b) Does not arise. • 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: With regard to auawyr <»m>, wilt 
the Hon’ble Minister be {leased to state whether the Government send 
any instructions fro the Public Service Commission with regard to 
picking out certain names fram each department P 


Tha Hofl’fcli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, certain number of 
names wer$ sent from eac ^ depytment. % 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble llinister be 
pleated to state how many names were picked up from each department 
by the Public Service Commission f * • 



* 

90 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Nov. 


TIM Hon’Mo Khwaja Sir NAZIMlfODIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOODl Will the Hon’ble Minister be. 
pleased to state bow many of them have been declared fit by the f PubIio 
Service Commission, and how many of t]iem have been declared unfit ? 

n 

Tfk Hon’bll Khwajfl Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
“fit” or “unfit”. They have been sent up in order of merit. 

t 

Mr. ABDULLA-/IL MAHMOOfa: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether (government have set up any standard of testing 
the merits of these candidates? • 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what the Public 
8ervice Commission is for. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister b^ 
pleased to state whether the Public Service Commission is the 
appointing authority or the Government? 

Tha Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government is the 
appointing authority and they examine whether the selection made by 
the Public Service Commission is correct or not. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he satisfied himself that all the Muslim officers wlm were 
not considered fit for promotion were really less tit than the Hindu 
officers who were selected? 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. 1 repeat again that there 
is no question of “fit” for promotion. The department sent in the 
names of those whom they nominated for consideration. The Public 
Service Commission merely tests them in order of merit. 

Mf. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay 
on the table as early as possible the names of the various officers whose 
oases for promotion were conside^d together with a statement of their 
qualifications? 

a 

Tha Hon’M. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: I do not tnink it will 
b« desirable to do that. t 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is a certain amount of discontent "among a particular branch 
of the services — the Registration Department— -and that the depart* 
meht has been altogether ignored? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That questiop does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Rou ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether fte has examined the records of 
those Muslim candidates who ^ere not selected by the Ihihlic Service 
Commission ? * # 

• * 


Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Certainly, in the case of 
Sub-Begistrars I have. I may inform the blouse that tjie’first nomina- 
tion was given to a Muslim who did* not am*pt the appointment. 

• • 

Khan Bahadur PHAN ABDUR RAUF: Will tffe Hon ’hie Minister 
be pleased to state if the Government is tie<l up by the decision of the 
Public Service Commission in the matter of appointment? 

a 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Government is the final 

deciding authority. 


Communal proportion in appointments under Jute Restriction Schama. 

•S. Maulvi ABDUR RASCHIO MAHMOOD: ia) Will the Ucm’hle 
Miuister*in ch.irgeot the Agrirultute and Industries Diqsirtmont he 
pleased to state how ma:i\ temjsuury clerk* have lieen appointed in 
connection with jute registration work in the ofhce of the Child 
(Vmtrollei of .lute Registration? 

<6) How many of them are Muslims? 

( c ) Have 50 per cent, of the above posts been given to the Muslims, 
and 15 per ctmt. to the Scheduled Castes? If not, why not? 

MINISTER^ charga of tha AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT <U» Hon’bl. Mr. Ttmizuddin Khan): (a) Sixty- 
two. 

(b) Twenty-two. m # 

(c) No. Hut tke communal ratio prescribed by* Government bus 
been observed in respect of idbthe clerical apjxuntrnenU made at a lima 
in* the offices of the (fhief Controller, Chief Inspectors, inspectors, p to., 
taken together. It has not been possible to observe the ratio in the 
office of the Chief Inspector as in view of the complexity of the work 
i&«ihat office and the expdllitiqp with whioh it ha§*t4#bo done, it was 
necessary to appoint men with * considerable experience ii\ accounts 
and office wqrk in that office gind most of the Muslin^ candidates with 
such qualifications secured better and^more lucrative •job* such as (hose 
of Inspectors ^nd Assistant Inspectors. A number of clerks* of the 
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jut© census office specially trained in the sort of work required to be 
done were taken over in the Chief ‘Controller's office for facility of 
work. The deficiency in Muslim percentage in the Chief Controller’s 
office has however been comjjertsated by taking more than the ratio 
prescribed for Muslims in other offices started under the same fccheme. 

« 

D t. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; With reference to question (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if similar percentage for 
the Scheduled Cptes, viz., lb per cent., as recommended, has been pro- 
vided on the whole in respect of ifil these appointments? 

Tit© Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I think it is not 
within the purview of this question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In question (c) an enquiry was 
made “whether 50 per cent, of the above posts have been given to the 
Muslims and 15 per cent, to the Scheduled Costes? If not, why not?” 
Hut in the answer, although reference hus been made to 50 per ’cent?' 
of the posts to Muslims, there has been no reference in answer (c) 
about the Scheduled Castes posts at all. 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I am sorry this is 
a sad omission. From my own information I cun say that 'so far as 
Scheduled Castes are concerned it was not possible to get qualified 
candidates up to the full (junta they were entitled to. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: It is absolutely incorrect. A 
* very large number of qualified candidates was recommended by me. 

*Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stute it it is not a iuct that although tj>ere were more 
qualified Scheduled Caste candidates, in place of tljem less qualified 
candidates vyere taken, hut more qualified candidates w'ere not taken? 

To© Hon’bl© Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN': I do not know that. As 
1 said previously, 1 have replied, to the question from my own memory. 
What I have said might apply only to particular classes of appoint- 
ments, and not to all classes of appointments. 

Mr. 8PEAK?R: I think it would be fetter if the answer to the 
last part of tlvfe question is postponed for the present. I will keep the 
question {Sending till the answer is ready. 

I am keeping it open so fnr as the Scheduled Castes afre concerned 
ponding the reply of the Hon’ble (Minister. 
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MiMNI ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: I am speaking to far as the 

Muslims are concerned. Will Jhe Hon’ble Minister J* pleased to 
explain how the deficiency in Muslim percentage has been compen- 

.sated for in other offices? What are the other offices? 

% 

The Hon’ble M* TAMIZUflDINJCHAN: Here the question is 
about th^ number of appointments made in the Chief Controller’s Offi^. 
Clerks have been appointed m other offices also and if the total number 
is taken into consideration, 50 j>or cent. Jms been given to Muslims. 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAl<: n»» Urn yon’l.le Minister not 

statistics irf all the appointments in the offices of the districts of 
Bengal? ' • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. I have got 
them. 

^ Mr. MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Is it u fact that the appointing 
autTorities are working at their own whims in the case of ap{>oint~ 
inent*> ot Scheduled Castes? 

(Noreplv) 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon hie Minister 
satishctf tluit the pei tentage of Muslims has l>een maintained us a 
result of the compilation <»t statistics of all the districts of Bengal 
taken together? 

The Hon’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, so far as this 
particular class of appointment is concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Huu'ble Miuistef ho 
pleased to state with reference to question ir) if uny minimum quuli. 
ficat ioriH for tfie*resjH*ctive ]«»*(•* were laid down by Government — those 
qualifications relating to the Controller, Chief Inspector, lnsj»ectors, 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; The* question relates tc 
the appointment of clerks. in the ofliee of the Chief Controller. 


Mr. SAMNKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that persons at first appointed by this appointing officer were 
, asked to nSake room for lAber^persons wha went with*J£inister«’ letters? • 

The Hennile Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am^ot aware of flint, 
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Br. NALIMAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
that it was necessary to appoint men of considerable experience in 
accounts and* office^ work in that office and most of the Muslim candi- 
dates with such qualifications secured better and more lucrative jobs, 
may we know whether Muslim Candidates w ith some near about quali- 
fications could not be available for the amount # of remuneration foi 
these jobs. If it is a fact tha? Muslim candidates having requisite 
sirailAr qualifications with other communities candidates wefe getting 
much more lucrative jobs, obviously they will not come in. May I 
therefore know, whether those Muslim candidates who had similar 
qualifications were getting highei* salaries elsewhere? 

r 1 

The Honble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yog, Sir, the answer 

says that they got better and more lucrative jobs elsewhere. 

t 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the JSon’ble Minister 
please state the number of clerks appointed in the Ghief Controller’s 
( )fftce ? 

t **** 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, the number is given 
in the answer as 62 . 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stab* whether the Government sent out any circular or any 
instructions to the appointing authority with regard to the appointment 
of all these officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Probably the 
honourable members are aware that these apjH>intments were made 
t under extraordinary circumstances. It was essential that appoint- 
ments should be made very quickly within a very short time; other- 
wise, there was no possibility of putting the scheme to action at oil. 
Therefore, it was the Director of I*an<l Ketords who was entrusted 
with the duty of not only carrying out the scheme, but also of making 
all appointments, and when he was given charge of the scheme, he 
was instructed that the prescribed communal ratio should be observed 
in making appointments. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to this answer 
that the Directoi of Land Records was given chargV* about the appoint- 
ment. may I enquire what were the instructions to the « Director of 
Land Record# about the selection of the candidates? 

v , * 

Th. Hop>M. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN ICHAN: The obvious instructions 
were that provided qualified candidates ,are available th^ communal 
ratio should be observed. 
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• Or. HALINAKtnk lANYALl Who wm the particular offioar 

concerned who invited the applications? 

• t 

Mr. SPEAKER* That does not a^ae, 

Maulvt ABDUL 'WAHAB VhAIC! Will the Hon'ble Minister 
give us the figures that he has got in his possession of the * total 
number of appointments mode in the Province of Bengal and the 
number of appointments that liuve gone* to Muslims^ 'Because the 
Hon' hie Minister has already said *that he has got the figures with 
him now. * 

The Hop’fcl# Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, I have got the 
figures, but 1 did not say the figures are with me hen 1 *. 

• 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the * Hon ble Minister lie 
^frieoacd to state whether after the appointments have been made he 
enquired whether the instructions regarding the communal ratio were 
observed by the appointing Authority?* 


The Hofi’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: K» fur as this class of 
appointment is concerned, the ratio was observed. 1 think 1 am not 
to answer whether the ratio was observed in making appointments in 
other spheres of the scheme. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'hle Minitser be 
pleased to state, u» he says that the scheme has been launched jio * 
hastily, how* long this scheme will continue? 


The HmiW Mr. T^IZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. the scheme wa# 
launched on the Euthority of an ordinance. The ordinance has already 
been placed on the table of this House It will expire after six week# 
of the commencement of ‘hi* session of the Legislature. If* the ||ou#e 
gives further authority to the Government?, then the scheme will 

continue; otherwise it will gm! on the«expiry of the ordinance. 

• • 

Mr. ABDUULLA*AL MAHMOOD: Are we to understand that if 
the House does not accept that ordinance, the appointments which hav# 
taan made will be dispensed ^ith? # • * •* 


Mr. SPEARKER: That follows. 
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* / * 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In view *of the answers already 

given, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of making 
an enquiry on the # communal ratio* as to whether the communal ratio 

has been observed in the appointments or not!" 

#» 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: S V me enquiry ‘has al- 
toady been made and further enquiries are being made. 

♦ t 


UNSTARREJO QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) , ' 

‘ • • 

Maladministration in the Bengal Veterinary College. 

3. Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: ' (a) Has the attention ot *he 
Hon’ble MiniNtet in charge oi Ihe Agriculture and Veterinary Depart- 
ment t>een drawn by certain moml**rs of the Assembly to the existence 
of certain cases of maladministration in the Bengal Veterinary Co flege?*" 

(b) Have the matters lel’eireU to been enquired into by (lovernmeut, 
and if ho, what are the results of the enquiry? 

(r) Ih it a fact that one ot the Deputy Secretaries of (tovernnient 
conducted preliminary investigations and found dereliction , of duties 
on the part of the jjerimuient inruinlicnt of t lie jmst ot the Principal 
of the College? 

{(1) If the ausvvei to (r) is in the negative, what were the tindings 
of the investigating officer regarding the said Principal? 

(e) What action or actions haw* (iovernment taken so far or are 
contemplating to tuke in the matters referred to? 

Tha Hon ’bit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) A petition was 
leceived signed bv certain membein of the Assembly in which allega- 
tions of maladministration were made against several members of the 
staff of thi Bengal Veterinary College. ^ 

(b) An enquiry into those mutters was ordered bv Government and 

is still in progress, A 

(c) No. 

• 

(d) The preliminary investigation was made with a view to ascer- 
taining if there were any grounds for instituting a full and formal 
enquiry into the allegations made. There were no allegations against 
the Principal and therefore no quest iqn. arose of any “findings” 

regarding that officer. 
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(e) After considering the report of the preliminary investigation, 
Government decided to have a Sqjl enquiry made and 'departmental 
proceedings were drawn up against certain member# of the staff. The 
enquiry and the proceedings are still in progress. Government will 
consider what action it may he necessary to take in this matter when 
the report of the enquiring offiser hntjjieen received. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the HoVbte 
Minister be pleased to state on which date jvns the petition received Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir.. I forget the date. 

It was receiv'd. I think, about five or six months pgo. 

• » 

Dr. NAI,INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Double Minister be 
pleased to state generally the # nature of the allegations made in that 
petition ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 <lo not think it 

^nlliic dcHirahic at this stnjfe to moke the nature ot the allegations 
public. , 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W it fi reference to answer (c) 
“no" to the queHtnm whetliei one of the Deputy Secretaries of the 
Go\ernm/fnt conducted preliminary investigations and found derelic- 
tion of duty on the part of the permanent incuniWnt of the post of the 
Principal of the college, limy I enquire which part of this question is 
referred to by the negative answer "no”. The first part or the second 
part or both? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Th e obvious objected 

this question was the seeond part and the answer relates to the second 
part. 

. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I enquire if one <4 the Deputy 
Secretaries of the Finance Department, Mr. N. M. Khuj|, in the 
course of* his enquiry did ffiseo*rr and kepj it on record that during 
the Principal, Mr.* McGiegory** regime, the fees afkd charges levied 
from the boarders of Uie institution have not been accounted for and 
no auditing has lieeifmade, and he said in his note thift this lias Wen - 
irregular? « 

. -Th* Hon'bl. Mr. TAlrflZIJlPpOl KHAN: Kir* f«t wan only a 
preliminary enquiry, and I do not think it will be desirable t« give the 
result out end unless th* further enquiry that is mow Wing qiade 
is finished. 

5 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the final enquiry may I enquire 
if the conduct of the Principal of# the oollege at the time when mal- 
administrations ai% alleged to have taken place, is also a subject 
matter of the enquiry? 

Th# Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZOt>DIN *KHAN : Sir, enquiry is being 
made as to the allegations that were made in the petition ‘referred to 
and I have already said in my initial answer that there was no allega- 
tion against* th^ Principal. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thai is exactly wlftt 1 want to 
know definitely. Arising out of the preliminary enquiry if certain 
matters have been discovered by the Deputy Secretary of, the Govern- 
ment those matters also have been unde/ investigation or not? 


The Hon’ble Mr. tAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government has given 
no specific instructions on this point. The whole matter is Vnffp!"- 
investigation and the enquiring officer will enquire into all the points 
which he considers necessary, arising out oi the petition and the 
subsequent report of Mr. N. M. Khan. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fait that 'when the 
Pruicqml of the time was on leave and the Vice-Prim ipal was officiat- 
ing, it was the latter who discovered some of the oases of mal- 
administration and as a result of that he has been in the had lwmk of 
the Principal and rejmrted against h\ the then Principal who has 
since come back. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER" 1 am afraid, I)r. Snnynl, that question is too 
depa rt mental ; you cau very well understand it. 


Dr. NM.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rut this is a matter of public 
interest, ‘because that unfortunate Vice-Principal has been hounded 
out from the oollege and is being treated in a manner 

* ♦ 

Mr. 8PEAXER: Y ou may put a specific question asking whether 
there is any consequential effect on that. , 

Or. NALtMAKSHA ttANYAL; Will v the Hon’ble Minister *be 
pleased to state whether there is any consequential effect of some of 
the^ discoveries** made during the time* when the Vice-Principal was 
officiating as the Principal? v 
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Ttm *Hon’Wt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The alleged die- 
Governs during the regime of a certain officer which m^ hon’bl© friend 
refers to are not specifically within the purview' of this question. 

♦ That is a matter of detail and I havj already said that so far as the 

detail% are concerned it would be very desimble if the matter is not 

made public until after the f slier e^juiry t hat is now beiug made is 
finished. # * 

Mr. ABDULLA«AL MAH MOOD: With regard to answer (</), if 
in the preliminary investigation it # has been found that the Principal 
was in no way guilty of any of the charges broujaht against him, will 

the Hon’blf Minister he pleased to lay on the table the report of the 

preliminary invest fgat ion Y* 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 think it would 
not be desirable tf> lay before the House the preliminary report at this 
stage. I have ‘already explained tiuit the preliminary report was not 
jhe final suv on the matter. The other enquiry that is now going on 
luis been necessitated by the pieliminary rejmrt ami action will be 
taken on the final report. # 

Mr. AbAuLLA-AL MAHMOOO: Will ilie lion'll Mim.lw 
plea*© state whether or not the Principal of the college has l»een 
absolved from the allegation or charges that were brought against 
h i m Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the answer that I 
have given is that there were no allegations against this officer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be* 
pleased to state if it is a fact that three Hindu officers of that institution 
had been under suspension lor the preliminary investigation and are 
continuing as»*spch for the final investigation, ami in the place* of 
these three llii^lu officers three Muslim officers have been appoinled 
temporarily on the recommendation of the present Principal with a 
view to get some kiml of sympathy from the Ministers Vi^h regard to 

nimself^ { laughter fronf the* Congress ljenches. ) * 

* • 

Mr. SPEAKER: •! am «f raid, I)r. Sanyal 

• • • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. Is it a fact that 
three Muslim officers have been appointed superseding the just claims 

many fiindu officers** , , • 

Tht HffPbi* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May * submit, Si* that 
this question does net arise ? 
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Dr. MALINAIC8HA 8ANYAL: Were they appointed as ’an inter- 
mediate arrangement? t - 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZU0DIN KHAN: Sir, the position is 
this. The enquiry is going on and three officers are under suspension. 

r * 

• 

Dr.* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When three of the Hindu officers 
were under suspension, is it a fact that normally those who were 
hkely to get these posts have not been given the same but some people 
have been brouglit from l>elow with a view to hoodwink the Ministers 
about the conduct of the Principal himself, , • 

r 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid that question does not arise here. 


. Oath of allegiance. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry 1 have made an omission by not 
taking the oath of a new member Mr. It. H. Whitehead, and 1 think 
it will not be fair to deprive the hon'ble meml>er from sitting in the 
House. 

The following member took the oath or affirmation of allegiance to 
the Crown : — 

Mr. It. R. Whitehead. 


Questions pending from the last session. 

PJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: May I know, Mr. Speaker, 
what has become the fate of the questions pending from the last session? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The posit mu is this. In the last session we were 
governed by the old Rules and Standing Orders, and the new Standing 
Rules came* into operation on the termination of tin* last session, i.e., 
the old rules were in force on the day t He session came to a close. And 
under the old rules fresh notice must be given for the next session. 
JDnder the new rules which came into effect in the beginning of this 
session no notice is required. Therefore if the hoii’ble member desires 
to have replies to those pending questions he will have to give fresh 
notice. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. speaker, Sir, one question of 
mine pending fibm the last session was answered the f day before 
yesterday. 
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SPEAKER* Well, if the Government voluntarily answer a 
question I have never stood in th#ir way. (Laughter.) * 

Til# Hoft’bU Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN • Your department insisted 
on it, Sir. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think there are also other things on which my 
department insists for action but with no effect. (laughter.) 

Mr? SAMT08H KUMAR BA8U: If your detriment erroneously • 
did a tiling in one case wffy can’t it do the same in another case)' 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The Speaker’s department always does the right 
thing. (Laughter.) 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

.Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Cut 3. 

(The discussion on the amendments to clause o! the Hen gal 
Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Hill was resumed.) 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Mr Speaker, Sir, yestenky l 
w ns speaking on m\ amendment No. ‘fit This amendment relates to 
section 4 ot t IV v eugal Agricultural Debtors Act. In that section there 
is provision tha^when (Government dissolve** a hoard, Government may 
authorise any officer with judicial experience to exerritf such of the 
powers of the* board in connection with making an awartl ys are speci- 
fied in •the Act. Now if # the toineiidineiif.of (lover nment is carried. 
Government would liave the right to authorise any servant of the (’town 
to exercise the poweis of the Ixmrd. The words “an\ servant of the 
Crown” are vague. • By my amendment I want to put a <jtuili ficuit * 

I want thatethut servant of the Crown must not lie below the rank of^ m 
Sub-Deputy Collector. In my mind I hove got the Circle Officer. Sir, 
•the members of this HoflAe who are conversant wiAi actions of the . 
Debt Settlement Boards are aware that the Hoards act in yuanv easel 
whimsically Maay cases ar« pending for over one y«ir and some about 
two years. In spite pf petitions from the debtors or from the creditors, 
the cases are not disposed of. ?or those reasons I suggest ibal if 

• t 
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• 

Government interferes and dissolves any board and puts Op any man 
to act on behalf of # the board, thatf man must be a competent one. 
Further, Sfc, section 17 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act states 
that the board may dismiss tkrse applications which it considers* 
undesirable, but may I ask the Hon’hle Minister in charge of tMs Bill 
if* he is aware of any case wheriTany board exercised this right under 
sectiod 17, where any Debt Settlement Board dismissed any application 
under this section on the ground of the petition being undesirable. 
Had it been so, then, I believe, several petitions involving the settle- 
ment of debts amounting to eve* Us. 30 lakhs would have been 
summarily dismissed by such boards, because the debtors in^thoa? cases 
' were not only not agriculturists, but were bjg zemindars and rich men. 
When this Act was passed, the public were given to understand and 
it was the intention of the legislature also that this law was going to 
give relief to rural indebtedness, i.e., indebtedness of the agriculturists; 
but unfortunately the definition of an agric ulturist was badly worded 
and under the wordings of that definition main people whose principal 
means of livelihood was not agriculture came to t he l>oar<l to apply* to*^, 
the settlement of their debts involving lakhs and lakhs of rupees. 
Many traders and industrialists Who borrowed huge Mims of money not 
for the purpose of agriculture hut for trade and industry and whose 
meatiN of living was not agriculture came under the shelter of this Act 
and applied for the settlement of their debts. 1 do not object to the 
settlement of their debts by the Debt Settlement Boards, huf what I 
want to mention here is that the fact that such applications ho\e not 
been dismissed b\ the lxmrds lias encouraged many debtors to put their 
creditors into difficulties. The result has been that other traders and 
industrialists who are in need of mone\ for carrying on their trade and 
, industry are not getting any loan from anywhere, because the would-be 
money-lender is afraid that if such a loan is given, the debtor would go 
to tlie Debt Settlement Board after taking the money. It is, therefore, 
desirable that suc h a person only ought to be given the power of a full 
board a.-* may enjoy the confidence of the public. So I 'submit that if 
Government chooses to authorise an\ person to act a board, then 
that person, Although lie may be a servant of the (Town, must not be 
below the rank of a Sub-Deputy Collector. , In this connection I want 
also to mention that there ate many members in this House who make 
it a grievance of and often that the members of many boards are not 
r-rf'bove corruption. In the cases where Government dissolves a board, 
it may be presumed that the members of the board belong to that 
category and have not functioned properh . Specially in v those cases 
Government should appoint a competent person to act on behalf of the 
board, and that competency I limit by his position as a Sub-Deputy 
Collector. *That is all that I had to say and I hope that the members 
of th»s House wiK accept my amendment. 

‘(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 mit.ntes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not 
propose to more my own motion because*Mr. Narendra Nath Das Qupta 
has already done it,, but I propose to support the motions of Messrs. 
Biswas and Das Gupta. Mav I ask in all humility the Hon* hi/ 
Minister it charge what has prompted him and his party to replace 
officers of judicial experience by anj servant of the Crown? May I 
know from his exjierierme as to whether there has Wiyi rfny difficulty 
or disaster as a result of the affair of a hoard having been handled by 
officers With (judicial experience? If the answer is negative I am 
afraid no case lias Wen math' out for replacing the*obl Act by the new 
section. As you know. Wing a lnw\er of experience and ns the 
Ilon’ble Minister knows, ordinarih affairs of litigation which determine 
the fates ot parties .to a large Vxtent have got to W decided by person* 
with judicial training. As a matter of fact, the public service, the 
Judiciary, the higher Civil Service, is financed out of the revenues of 
► tffe SHate hemline it i* presumed that they should be kept for judicial 
training and maintained at the cost of the provincial revenue. This 
can W departed from upon one assumption as has Won done in the case 
of Union Hoafds and Union Benches where persons having knowledge 
of local affairs and of their own men can for the purposes of adjust- 
ment npph their own personal know ledge of the locality not to the 
detriment of the parties concerned hut by way of better adjustments 
under the circumstances. 1 don’t think that assumption is wrong 
although in some cases there lias Wen failure of justice, but that can also 
W contended in the case of the judicitin. Hither let us have a man of 
judicial experience in the conventional way or let us have men of the 
localities in the fresh conception of things, so that they can deal with 
men and affairs as a sort of practical adjustment bringing the higl^st 
good under the eircuinstances to tin* parties eoneerned. But let us not 
strike a via media. If anything is applicable in the ease of a public 
servant it is thut^he is aJwu\* a foreigner. No servant of the ( rown 
is a local man. If he is an Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police, —I do 
not think my friend will agree to keep these important gutter* in the 
hands chowkidars and (dattylars, even though by sonfe judicial 
interpretation rtf the High Court clmwkidafs and doffudarn have Wen 
contended as servants of the Crown. 4hit ill 1 think the Hon’hle 
Minister will not agrge to select persons in the grade of ehow kidars^ and- 
daffadars — bqt if he is an Assistant Sub-Inspector or a SuWInapeetof 
of Police, he is a foreigner and neither is he judicially trained nor 
equipped with the valua% knowledge of the locality ,iq point of men 
and social conditions. Therefore, there is a great deal 'of prudence in 
the contention of my friend, Mr Biswas, that if really the ttoards feel 
that some urfusual things must have happened, ther^%rc some village 
politics, some gol mat and some **t of extraordinary things thaw 
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they should not be left in the hands of raw jute restriction officers or 
Sub-Registrars or Assistant Sub-Inspectors or literate constables. If 
these people are Entrusted with the affairs they will become petty 
tyrants as lords of the people of the villages, and we know of officers 
of all stages who in their earlier stages are young men with keeping 
enthusiasm and over-zealousnes*©rho prfdiably in the absence of a sal am 
or ot an entertainment at a tea party would get annoyed. P So let ua 
have balanced judicial officers not below the rank of Sub-Deputy 
Collector an4 let us not make new experiments with this piece of legis- 
lation, which legislation has instead of doing good which was intended 
has done a lot of mischief to the people concerned. So in all Jjumility 
I ask let us not tr$ a new experiment but stick to the # old position. 
And I again request my friend, the llon’ble Minister to cite any case 
where a man with judicial experience has proved not to beji blessing. 

Th© Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARI MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I am sorry l have to oppose both the amendments. (Mr. Sasanka 
Skkiiah Sanyal: We are also sorry tor tliat.) There has beeji Nu 
good deal of suspicion over this matter. I tried to submit to the 
House day More yesterday whfn Mr. 1\ Baqerji raised this question 
as to why a servant of the Crown should 1 h* prtfewed to %tn officer with 
judicial experience. This is an amendment of section 4 of the existing 
Act. That seel ion deals with the circumstances that may arise on the 
dissolution of a hoard. It lias got nothing to do with anything else 
during the time a board may 1 h> functioning. Hut as soon as a hoard 
is dissolved there must he some officer to take charge* of the affairs of 
the hoard. 1 should have been very happy if 1 could have accepted 
Mr. Biswas’ amendment; but the difficulty is that while appreciating 
r the position that he enunciates it is rather imfmssihle for Government 
to find such a large number of officers that may he required at the 
end to take charge of the business of the Ixiards. Therefore, we have 
suggested that any servant of the Crown, tor example, a special officer 
in cha rge of Debt Conciliation Hoards who iua\ by'hK experience bo 
•letter aide for this work, — be appointed to take » barge of the affairs of 
these board** We have not got such a large numhr of Sub-Deputy 
Collectors sas would he required, but if t^at were possible perhaps I 
would have been very happy to accept this amendment. But in the 
prescut condition, l am afraid I cannot accept either of the amend- 
-f luents. 

• Mr. Biswas’s apprehension is that there have been ca§es where th© 
amount involved was very heavy and he asks me whether I could give 
any instance wlp*re a board did exercise powers under section 17. ^1 
cannot speak of all the cases, but I khow of cases where the board© 
have diunfissed coses under section 17 as being unsuitable of 
impracticable. If there has been anything wrong mv honourald© 
friend ^lso knows that there is a provision for an appeal and th© 
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appellate officer ie always an officer with some sort of judicial 
experience. If the matter is taken to the appellate officer there ought 
not to be any grievance that the matter has not fleen properly looked 
•into. As regards the anxiety expressed by my friend I oan give him 
this a^urance that we do not intend to have any officer of the type 
of Assistant Sub-Inspector of*Poliee^or chowkidar or daffadar fur 
this work. I drew his attention the other day to section 6 ef the 
existing Act whereby power given to Local Government under eeo* 
tions 3 and 4 can be delegated to the Commissioners, .and when n 
Commissioner acts under that powee delegated to him* 1 think we can 
reasonably hope and trust that the officer in charge of a division will 
not think of the ^Assist«i|t Sub-Inspector of IVJice, chowkidar or 
daffadar being entrusted with the affairs of a hoard when dissolved. 

I Mibmh. therefore. Sir, that the amendment that we seek to make 
in the Hill is quit/* proper and the amendments now proposed are not 
necessary. On iliese grounds I oppose Ixith the amendments. 

The motion of Mr. Nnrendra Nath Dus * Gupta that clause 3 b# 
omftted w<t> then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath jliswas that in chaise 3, in line 3, 
after the words “servants ot the Crown" the word* "not below the 
rank of a Suh-I)eput\ Collet lo»" lie inserted was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause 3 stand part of the Hill was then put ami 
agreed fo. 


( 'law ■/. 

• The motion that clause 4 stand jkiM of the Hill was Mien put nucl^ 
agree*! to 


Chiu .*r 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: ( beg to t»i<Ae that cbiUAft 
5 lie omitted. _ • 

• * * . , * 

to totr? . re iytt ro * *rf r? vvvv mm tost? wren 

to pi wfw utto? fro nr m srro toit 

go a? wtwt wc$t fT* *?, httw? ft! #-K*(C4 «rr?Tt Tf 

5 T^r e at wtm tot u m; re tot** :«rry fwcurcw-g ci toit do sro 

cro TO a? tot m n giro wr? a do w* to :^r>c4 # sr* to urrt*rrcw»t tot* 
fit ate? rerci fTO cTO r A * re ujt* TO* Tots rerm to? urWr n-a^itw 
nr cro. arc nt rcro Tfi g to gst tot?* fisre? to a sitre? ins nt 
mm to i **ts at re rccrorc SmGi arere are gTre? uTOt t* to c SsTOPA 
tot? autr to to *r0tr i anrc totsI faiTOrort OT« tire trre fisr? ito 
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m wrw srw fmm wrcst TOf* fa n fwrt , m m fro to wi? 

ffcfa citoci tor c^nr am, ft# ®rt i faij ^ tocbt ci w 
HI lfa« WfTWI ART ftci CTO« CI$TWI FTWT H*lt>T IRT HI *TOT •TORT I aft 
ci wirapd otti aero ai tow to ti tow im wtto w emit mil to iht 
TOT CIIHI §IW WT^CI *qi; *TfrT, wwi? C1CH4 IJI C#illt t amendment urt- 
CtTCICIl ifa WTI flWI TORT ITf^ ITW HR5 WTCCI WTO «R^T, TORT TO CI 
UTO rtlT? CIRSR «TO TO CTCII occupation ffl IT n crw WTTO 
l>ebt Settlement Board 45 TOT wuh;(Q nTCIIT, a*R 

Htf IT nuc FWCI <TO ITO w^*fllTlt # Debt Settlement Board 
4 totci 1 *q$4tt <a&T fiwi wm huti fm, Tiwitr in occupation ai 
TOTljT 3?Ctr CTO I TOIJ - STfl I^TCHI SlttCII IC4? CICICIWIT Hiwfc: TOlfll TO 

♦nil w tiro to rolro^i fi* fiwiiT, it toi wti mt *i* hr t*T 
TO, emre ffi citit TOi nt*fiiTi wtci wt^ci, iTOtm ci ntwrii - ! wti tot ft 

WI WITIW TORI fl^CHI TOT WRIT TOf$I 'TO TORT fiF$ ITCH IT TO TO 
TOT TOfl TO I CTIW TO ITf* TOCI I? 3R? *q*WHM * WW TO J*RFWt 
fTf CJR^J WT^CI l fl*sq ^RJRTCIC TOT yn ®TT CI CTI CPCI ®UC4t WRRW fWF- 
CSltCC WT^CII CTIW TO TOW HI 5R? to a is 5R "TCHT TO *dWT 
wrort TO totwiIi at TO^St to* pr h ftto to fosi cro "wir an si 
TO - ITW WI? TOTI IHq <TO to; CI CITWflWI H CUTt , abolished 
CTOI (Mk. Kasik Lai. Biswas: TO aicir 

Wt HITt TO l) W WIT ®TO CHiqfl — '3£TW Bengal Agricultural Debtors 

Bill IT CTOS, HRQ Bengal IXd»tors Bill TO tot Ml, TOW 
TOWR WW sqm «R TO WT^CI IT l TO WTI fH*SWI IT^IC'O STTO WX* 
WTWl *TR em HJS>T4 WI TO *TC^, FTIW CIU f 4MM pt rtHW. -3 WC3S CHl S#I 1 

IWCie TO Debtors Act CTOS CIS IT ITI TOW HI^5t fl^TO CTOS IT! I 

WCRIT WTtl flCWI TOR fi itiei SRTI WIT CW TO STOW ITW ^W ll C$CI CUT II l 
'«rTO aWTW flCI TO TO? CTO ^TIT ITtll 5TfTO tlCI 5TIRTI WltTOmn CI at 

wrrtiyi sqfiir tiw irtu h/to Nit to^ ^t w tot fw i^to wi wVt 
Ivito toi? ci; ait>r 5imn cut him chi aTO cwtwi cit1> wit TO ao N &t*t 
11 ait wt witi 3 TOi fin TO aaSiai itsit cn to aS* $wt tort tiw 

inr tot TO fn it n ait ctwi occupation s TO ffer it h tow tot 

Debt Settlement Board a TOW TO IT. TOT atR CTO CI 

fW TO aw5T<FT TORT CH 5TW flCI HW Go, iiglude itlCI STTtW* flW TOfl 
IITCI TOT tllll ai&TIT TORTI' flltHW CIWW — “'ffi WdtW* ITS, TO TOST 

cron i tot ficwr wi wofw* tiw to it w hits ciwTO — ihrw tow iw 
HTUT Debt Settlement Board C5CI ^1&> N f^I WJIII HT tlTO WTT^tl » 
ingiT wtci wti to irti uti toi Iwwiir to i;to wciti at a* out fee ” 
tWl out fee ITCI award ft*e ait at award fee flClt TO^WW 

4 f$T jqci »w out lU citw i^.citciwi ai> cum ticw fcraii fiwi* 

CITCV TOUT fir sqcin CTO itwc CITW WTO Itl STO5 Ull fITOI HT U— 
**&m I ITHT II, IFRTI TO TOIT CICIT. H^R ^PT 5WR IR CTOR TO TO" 
TORI III •RTI tT¥R IR WTTO PRll ait TOI TOR CISIR TO I IfW 
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5m ex toft* xrc* txcx, mwx to cto ex tow crow? ex ex mt TOftt 

TO CXC^TOW CX1C1 CX XXTO TOTXt *nx*T TOW TO* XfXCW TO XTTX CXKX* 

cro^ff ex a&r xro xex xn meat ex exrexfi — to tox xtxtbI TOr cxrmw 
cifirxi xgxi a xitexi toc ftHro ex* to 1 * * 4 crow xt. ex xro frosx yw U*Hrt. 
tox TO *o 5m, vc 5m, oo Stxj. tx xyro axexr 5m. tot «xtx toto 
mro xr exjx axfxt x*to to emrro. mex? tot to afro wr atxfr 
a* mi xex fx*x yu i TxTO l x to cro x*tfx xrcx xxt ywTwVl * to i *txxx 
x?1x aro x*xfi to xxt aro tom a* tfx toIxto Se rorq giro a ttxrx 
xi^t sex cx5r xitx am Sxroi to jvtcx mexx tow to&tx erox xxlexi 

CTO XTXTl ex XTTOT CTO CX&T CTO TOST TO CTO 5Tt 1 • 

• • • 

Maulvi ABU H088AIM 8ARKAR: Sir. I Wr to move that in 
clause 5 in proposed section 9(«7), lines •>-(>, for the words the entire 
amount” the words- ‘ his *har£” be substituted. 

I beg also to "move that in clause o in the proposed tfertkm 9(J), 
lijjes 9 . 10 , the words “the entire amount of” lie omitted. 

I*also move that in clause in proponed section provi.«H> (a) 

in lines -‘1-4 , the words “and that of liquid other pei-min” he «wiitt*d. 

I also beg X) mow tluit in clause a m prtipiwed secMon \U-h, proviso 
(a) in lines b-S. the word* from “Hut” to “order” be omitted. 

I also# move that in dame •> after proviso <M, to proposed section 
9<«7), the following new proviso lie added, namel> : ~ 

•*(, ) The in-sharers of the tenant ma> in due time join the jietitioner 
us co-applicant." 

1 admit. Sir, tliat the amendments proposed l>\ the Government this 
time are < 0111 ? sort of improvement, hut that does not luke away <h* 
whole difficulty. The law parsed itiy the previous Government did not 
allow the tenant^o apply alone or separately lor the rents which were 
due to the landlord. Without any provision of that nature some 
difficulty arose, tn most cases the co-sharer tenants did not join with 
the jiersous who were willing to get an award, and therefore the Del it 
Settlement Hoards had to refer t *he application in most ease?. Al»o iu 
eome cases, the ro-diarers out of possession ftever joi-jed the applicant. 
That is also another .Jitfinilt} which Vompellcil jhe Debt Settlement 
Btiards to reject a peod numher ot cases. In practical knowledge we 
know that sopie unscrupulous landlords iu order to teach lesson* In th* 

tenants would buy up one or two in-sharers, and therefore a* those co- 

shprer* could not join in tj>at pelitioli. the rases we* Jnjmissed. Her* 
only a part of the difficulty is (fointr fo he removed. If ‘he amendment 

proposed by. the Government he passed the tenants will hav? to apply 
for the entire’amount and if he Vets an award of that njflire, the difficulty 
will arise then. The amount may lottery heavy; the poor tenapt* will 
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have to pay the entire arrear rent of the holding, and even if he pays 
that, there is again the difficulty o£ realizing the money which will fall 
to the share of the other co-tenants by contribution. You know, Sir, and 
I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge to consider how difficult it is 
to realize money by contribution because in mosj. cases the te*nant has 
„got a good number of co-shar€Tfc, and 'some of them may be very rich. 
Theaefore, even after getting a decree for contribution he would not 
he able to realize the whole amount which he will have to pay. 
Therefore, as I submitted, the difficulty of the tenant who will get 
an award will tome after the uwtird is given for realizing or for pay- 
ing up the entire ‘amount. , r 

Sir, I by these amendments propose that a tenant should be 
allowed to apply to the Debt Settlement Boards for his shafp alone. In 
that case the burden which will he put on him will lx* lightened, and he 
will easily be able to secure the amount that will fall to his own share. 
My honourable friend, the Minister in charge may dune forward with 
some objections. He may urge that the landlord will not agree in tjjat 
case. Therefore an award may not be possible. But I submit* that - 
section 17 (~) also will help the Debt Settlement Boards to give out 
something like an award or at least the landlord in that case will not 
he able to harass the tenants. 

Then again, another case can he brought forward that if individual 
tenants are allowed to nppK to the Debt Settlement Boards that will in 
effect lx* a mutation; hut 1 submit that the Debt Settlement Act is a 
temporary device. A r reals which will fall after 1 5*40 will not come 
within the operation of the Agricultural Debtors Act. Therefore the 
fear of getting a mutation indirecth through the Debt Settlement 
Boards does riot arise. Therefore, Sir. I submit that these amendments, 
if accepted, will do immense good to the poor tenants. He will be able 
to pay up his own at rears; at ihe same time he will not fall under the 
difficult v enumerated by me. 

a i 

With these few remarks, Sir. I commend m\ amendments to the 
Ilou se for acceptance, 
o 

% 

The Hon'bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 

to oppose all the amendments. ' With respect to the one moved by Sj. 
“■sNareudra Nath Das Gupta that the whole clause o Im* omitted. I think, 
8ir, the answer has been given by my friend Mr. Abu Hcssain Sarkar. 
It is not designed that a tenant who has got one-fiftieth share in a 
holding is compelled to make an application if be does not choose to doco. 
It is just the other wav that to remove the difficulty he is suffering 
from this section is going to be amended in order that p tenant who 
is willing and reedy to have his debts settled in the absence of his 
co-shar^rs should have the powerV under the Act to do so. 
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Now # Bft*, in view of what has been said by my friend Mr. Sarkar, 

I do not think I should dilate ujjon that point. But the difficulty 
arises when I oorae to give a reply to the amendment* moved by him, 
namely, by my friend Mr. Abu Hossnin Sarkar, He ha* anticipated 
my anst|)er to some extent that if a tenant comes forward to have hie 
share only of the rent settled. (Jijection^will U* taken by the landlord 
that he is ^not agreeable to such an award. Now, Sir. the question i* # 
this, that it is not exactly the heaviness of the amount, but it is just to 
give that right to one of the co-sharers to tome before a Board for 
having an award of the whole rent. The holding i* there and my 
friend Mr. Sarkar knows that the rent is the firs^ charge upon the 
holding hud even under the •existing Act, section 2d makes it amply 
clear that we can tuft touch* the principal amount *of the rent. But 
the law as it stood so far did not permit a co-sharer tenant to make 
an application if he wanted to m the absence of his other co-sharers, 
some of whom map be absent* some of whom may be unwilling and 
some of whom, a* Mr. Sarkar has put it, might have been purchased 
by the landlord himself to create tioulde. Under those circumstance* 
* we ttink it only fan and just that the co-sharer tenant who is willing 
to have his share of the rent settled o^ight to be allowed to (Mime up, 
but that he must be prepared to take the responsibility for the whole 
rent. No difficulty f** there in his way, for the holding is responsible 
for the rent and again the liability for any extra amount that be takes 
on behalf # of his co-sharers can certainly be remedied by contribution 
which is also under contemplation by this amendment of the section. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: That is very difficult, you 

know. 

• 

Tim Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, in 
lietween the two sets of difficulties I would usk my friend Mr. Sarkar 
to say which is 4^s and which i* mine. He would have no right what- 
soever if he wanted under, the exiting Act to come forward for n settle- 
ment of hi* reut? The result lias been, us we have found from our 
experience of the working of these Boards all the*e y e^rs now, that 
many of.the beddings have sheen*' sold away, Wause a willing co-*harer 
tenant had not tha right to come Wore tfie Board, for settlement of 
rent. He would now ^ret the, right to*do ao even when he i* a small 
ofl-sharer. 1 submit* therefore. Sir, that although, I have every 
sympathy wi^h the suggestion of my friend Mr. Sarker, the practical 
difficulties make it impossible for u» to accept hi* amendment. 

** So far as fehe other aisendment* are concerned lfufhglv. .‘15, 3f> and 
37, I think my previous reply w’ill meet all these amendments. 

Xow, wfth respect to the* last point where be suggests that d a 
co- sharer tenant does mot oome in^ jhe first instance he should be 
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Allowed “due time” to come and join. Now, Sir, when an* application 
is made notices are issued to th% landlords as also to the oo-sharer 
tenants. If there* is a co-sharer tenant who is willing to oome in at a 
later stage there is nothing to prevent him from doing so as soon as 
he gets the notice. Therefore I submit that this amendment* becomes 
% absolutely unnecessary or redundant.# On these grounds I oppose all 
the amendments. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta that “clause 5 be 
omitted”, w#s then put and lost. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sarker, have you any objection t(* put all 
your amendments,. namely, 33, 35, 36, 37, and 39 f together? 

Mauhri ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: No, Sir. 

The motions of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 5 in pro- 
posed section (J), lines 5-0, for the words “the entire amount” the 
words “Ins share” Im* substituted. 

That in clause 5 in the proposed section 9(J), lines 9-10, the words 
“the entire amount of” be omitted. 

Thut in clause 5, in proposed section 9(,‘i), proviso (a) in lines 3-4, 
the words “and that of the said other persons” be omitted. 

That in clause 6 in proposed section 9(J), proviso (a) ii\ lines 6-8, 
the words from “But” to “order” be omitted. 

That in clause 5 after proviso (b) to pro|>osed section 9(*3), the 
following new proviso be added, namely: — 

“(c) the co-sharers of the tenant may in due time join the peti- 
tioner as co-applicant,” 

v/ere then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That disposes of all the amendments to clause 5. 

The motion that clause 5 stand part of the BillVas then put and 

agreed to. 

♦ 


Clause 6A, 

The motion that clause 5A stand part of the Bill, waa then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

The motion,, that clause 6 stand par 4 of the Bill waa. then put and 
agreed to. 
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Chute 6A. 

He motion that clause 6A stand part of the Bill* was then put and 
agreed^ to. * • 

(*lame 7 > 

• , 

Mr. SHAH ED ALI: Sir* 1 l»eg to move that clause 7{i) In* omitted. 

By this new* clause the llou’blc Minister wants that sub-section (i) 
of section 14 of the original Hcftgul Agricultural* Debtors Act be 
omitted. T^liat sub-section .reads thus: — * 

“When a creditor has submitted to the Board* a statement of debt 
under sub-section (~) of section 11 or sub-section (/) of section Id, the 
Board shall fix a date for the production of all doc uments (including 
entries in books o< arc ount > 1>> which the weditor intends to prove any 
debt owing to trim together with a true copy of each such document.” 

9 Sir, if my motion be uccepted the oiigiual section 14(/) will remain 
intact. Otherwise if the amendment proposed by t lie Select Committee 
be accepted, there will be no provisic^i to submit all the relevant docu- 
ments before the Ihwnl at th<‘ tune of tiling the* application. At present 
whenever a petition is filed befoie the Board for settlement of any debt, 
all the documents in original together with true copies of such docu- 
ments tfh* submitted before the Board. The Board keeps the copies 
verifying their correctness and returns the original to the creditor, so 
that the debtor when he wants to tile any statements bid ore the Board 
he c an get the Wnefit of the c ertified copies of the documents produced 
by the creditor and tiled in the Board to know exactly what is the 

•amount, what is the interest and what is the due date. It is now 

proposed by this amending Bill to do away with this procedure so that 

not only the debtor will be ignorant of the amount, interest, etc. * but 

it will give ^cope to die creditor to tamper with the entries in his 
account bookfj fWause the doc uments will lx* filed on the date of hear- 
ing. It is therefore essential in the interests of the debtors that a true 
ropy of the documents on whic h the creditor relies should furnished 
ulong >vith tlie petition. Jins is all, Sir, I have got to sa^* with regard* 
to this amendment. 

TIM Hon’bl. Mr.> MUKUNDA BtHARY MULLICK: Sir, I aro 
*Borry my friend is labouring under a misapprehension* It is as J higVe 
said on a previous occasion only to expedite matters aud to shorten the 
time that the Board may take, that we have thought it necessary that 
*Ull the notice* including* those for the purpose of.Ttttt** the doc uments 
together with the statements should be issued simultaneryisly and it 
is designed to be done by 4hi* amending clause. # While under the 
existing Act perhaps 3 months would have passed before the documents 
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can come in ; by this amendment they would be ooming withii a month. 
It is with this end in view that we ^ave thought it necessary to amend 
this section. On these grounds, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Sfoahed AJi that clause 7(7) be omitted, was then- 
put and lost. * • 

• The motion that clause 7 sfcmd parf of the Bifl, was then put and 
agreed to. * 


Clnuse 8. 

« 

Mr. 8HAHED ALI : Sir, 1 beg to ratjve that in clause 8,«in pro- 
posed section 18(5)* line 8, for the word “pronounced”, the words 
“given delivery of possession in” be substituted. 

1 beg also to move that in clause 8, in proposed section 18(5), line 
4), the words “lius not confirmed” be omitted. • 

If this is done the wording of the sub-clause will Yun thus: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any (*>h£r 
]aw r for the time being in lorce or in any contract, where a creditor 
lius taken possession on any terflis whatsoever of any immovable pro- 
perty of the debtor us security for or in lieu of payment of, any portion 
of the principal of the debt or any portion of the interest thereon, and 
where tin* Court has not given delivery of possession in a final decree 
for foreclosure or has not confirmed a sale held in execution of a final 
decree for the salt* of the property, 

This is necessary because section 18 is to determine the amount of 
the principal and the amount of the arrears of inlet eM. But when 
the property is in possession of the creditor, the difficulty arises us to 
* how F to determine tin* interest and the principal, because the c reditor 
can possess it till the* delivery of possession is taken. My amendment 
proposes that the computation of principal and inteiest should W till 
the time of taking delivery of possession, and not b/fiuyre as proposed 
by the amending Bill. t 

4 

Mr. SACANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: { I..-* to move that in clause 
8(5), in proposed sec tion 1*8(5), in line 18, after the word “manage- 
ment” the words “or for the maintenance” be inserted. 

, It is only a drafting improvement and will se»rve the purpose of 
the Hon 'hie Mi niter as well. 

I 

Tht Hofi’bl^ MV. MUKtJNDA BEHARY MULLIC*: 1 have to 
oppose all these amendments. With Yespeet to Nos. 44 and 45, I am 
soiry there is some amount of misunderstanding. This clause (clause 
8) which seeks to tmend section 18 by adding a suK-elause (sub-clause 

i 



1 ' 

i«»|i .government bill. idr 

5) dialing* with usufructuary mortgage contemplates this: that the 
p oss e ssi on is already there and it we are to wait it will complicate 
matters unless it is restored. It is only to avoid that difficulty that we 
.are going to make the present amendment. 

With regard to the amendment of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal for 
a drafting change I submit tlufk management certainly includes main* 
tenance. ^Therefore, no further amendment is necessary. • 

The motions of Mr. Shahed Ali t hut in clause 8, in proposed 
section 18(*J), line 8, for the word * 'pronounced* \ tip* Words “given 
delivery of possession in” la* Mibsfituted; and that in clause 8, in 
proposed se^ion 1 8(.'>), lim* 9, the words “has not confirmed" be 
omitted, were then quit and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 8(.j). in 
proposed section 1 8(*5), in line 18, after the word “management the 
words “or for the maintenance" be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion tTiat clause 8 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


(lam te k. 

Mr. SUR£nDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 W '<• '»>>'(' thnt •lsuw 0 

of tlo* Bill be omitted. 

( iauf# 9 »•! t ti i •< Bill relates to two different provisions. Firstly, 
it wants to delete tin proviso fit) to section That proviso is as 

follows: — “Provided that for the purposes of this clause an offer shall 
not be considered b\ the board to In* a fair offer if it contemplates 
the reduction «>t an\ debt to sin amount which i* less than the original 
jtrmcipal of the debt an determined under sub-section (J) of action 
18, unless creditors to whom ther* is owing not less than 00 per cent, 
of the total debt agree to the proposed reduction”. This wan ratffer 
a safeguard against the malieious activities, if any, of a debtor. This 
proviso protected the interests of bona fids creditors when those credi- 
tors were to get 410 per cent, of the total debt settled. After all the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtor** Aet <onteuiplates that the %lebU should 
be settled through the instrumentality of a l>oard. Tfiiiw settlement 
mp»ires*appareiitly the consent # of both th<» parties. It should be the 
primary duty of every board to bring.about a settlement between the 
tyro parties Section *19 states that when creditors to whom there is 
owing not less than ^0 per rent, of the total debt agreff to an amitabC* 
settlement ifith the debtor, the board, if it is so empowered under 
section 7 and if it considers that an offer made lyr ^the debtor, etc., 
gtc., so order*that the ddit to whicji the t)ffer relates«dhall be settled 
in accordance with such offer. *It only requires the creditors of the 
40 per cent,* debt to agree to an amicable settlement If that wpuld 
happen the board would pans an ggler that the tfcbt due to 60 per 



Hi GOVERNMENT BILL.? , f»rat star., 

} . * 

cent. of tbe creditor® also should t>e settled according to that amicable 

settlement. Take for instance one* case where the debtor applied for 
the settlement of His debt alleging that he borrowed Bs. 40 from so 
and so person, although he did not really borrow that amount but 
made the false statement to bring his debt within the pufview of 
section 19 of the Act, and Rs>6() front another person. He wants the 
board to settle the debt of Rs. 100, Rs. 40 bogus debt and Rs. 60 
real debt. If the debtor makes an amicable settlement with the bogus 
creditor of 40 per cent, debt, then the hoard shall settle the debt 
according to thht settlement. This is section 19 of the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors Act. 

• 1 

But when this iaw was being enacted ' it certainly occurred to the 
legislature that some protection must be given to the 60 per cent, 
creditor and that protection was given only in the case when that 
amicable settlement made with the creditors of 40 per cent, of the 
debt wanted reduction of the principal amount fo r the purpose of 
settlement. 

& 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Biswas, you are just diverting 
from your point. The present bill, as it stands, contemplates com- 
position on the agreement of a certain proportion of creditors. That 
element of agreement of the creditors being done away with, you 
can only argue on the basis whether creditors’ consent is necessary. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: If this proviso is taken out. 
then that protection will be denied to the creditors and even in the 
eases where an amicable settlement brought about between the debtor 
and the creditor of 40 per cent, of the debt relates to the reduction 
of the princi]Mil amount, the hoard shall pass an order that the whole 
debt should be settled accordingly. To that 1 object. The safeguard 
should remain. Y\ hen a law is enacted the legislature should consider 
aot only the case of the debtors but also that of the creditors. When 
I say that bogus creditors may Ik* set up, I thin# 1 am not exag- 
gerating a bit. To my knowledge many bogus creditors have been 
set up by tne debtors in order to take advantage of section 19. It is 
not the iAtention of the legislature nor any member of this House 
that the debtor should sU*t up bogus creditors, but in fact he does. 
There must t»c some protection against such practice and I appeal 
to the Hon’hle^tfinister to retain that proviso intuqt. 

The second part of this clause is that after sub-section (6) another 
sub-section (c) shall be inserted, namely: — when in reapect of a debt 
referred to in smb-section if of section 18, (he board w \f empowered 
under section *7, considers that the debtor has made an offer for the 
settlement of the debt which the creditor ought reasonably to accept, 
it way order that the debt be settled in accordance with such offer 
aad m\y pass a further order directing the creditor to restore to thd 
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Mif ly » epeeified date any immovable property of tbe debtor which 
It into* possession as security fo* such debt. Then there is tbe pro- 
vision of the fixation of date — “Such date shall b# fixed in oonaidero- 
.tion of the profits derived and the estimated profits which may be 
derived* by the creditor from 'such property provided that in no oaee 
she)) tbe date be «5 fixed as 4o ailow^the creditor to enjoy posses* 
•ion of t^e land by the raiyat or under-raiyat for a period excqpding 
15 years from the commencement of such possession/* 1 should first 
refer to the proposed sub-section <c). Sir, in ordinary t cases section 
19 would require the creditor to wjiom 40 per cent. *if the debt was 

owing to come to a settlement with the debtor, and then in that case 

under sub-tutetion (6) the bohrd shall pass an award accordingly. But 
in tbe case of the 'proposed sulb-section (cl where the debt is secured 
by mortgage no question of settlement between the creditor to whom 

40 per cent, of the debt is owing and the debtor arises. By sub- 

section (e) it is intended that even without the consent of any creditor 
when the debtor" makes an offer and the offer seems reasonable to the 
board, the board shall pass an order that the entire debt W settled 
accordingly. And not only shall the hoard pass an award directly 
against the creditor but that it *hall 9 alsn restore the property in his 
possession under mortgage to the debtor. 1 do not know in whose 
interest this sub-seed ion (c) is going to In* put in. I know of a parti- 
cular case where a tea-planter Imrrowed a large sum of money 
mortgaging his garden and giving it* possession to the creditor 


Mr. SPEAKER: I h< »pe you will confine the amount to the limit 
of Be. 5,000. 


• Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But similar things may 
happen to creditor* to whom Its. 10,000 or 15, 000 is due. 


Mr. SPEAKER: In anv case, J hope you will he very brief. 

Mr. SURENMA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Kir. The tea-planter 
mortgaged his garden with delivery of possession to a particular bank, 
and taking the last instalment ^>f money under a cash credit account 
on a particular date the tea-planter on the* following day went to the 
board with an application for settlement of his debt. And what 
happened ? The bo%rj arbitrarily decided against # the bank anj 
ordered that the possession of the garden should be restored to thfi 
debtor. Of course, an appeal was filed but the appellate officer also 
arbitrarily decided in favour of the debtor. I would ao\ mind if petty 
debtors like our* poor agriculturist* iff the countryside w^mld get benefit 
under this section or under this Bill, but what 1 object to is that many 
debtors who are not morally but legally eligible for getting any protec- 
tion under this law Would just abase or misuse the law in collusion 
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with the board. I do not think 1 am the single person in Ihis House 
to say that all boards are not acting conscientiously, and that no board 
can be accused of # corruptiou. If this clause is accepted then what 
will happen? The mortgagee yi possession would be deprived of the. 
property he is in possession of. If the 'intention behind thia»legisla* 
ftiou is that no mortgagee in j^msessioif of a property for more than 15 
years* Should be allowed to continue his possession, then, I should eoy, 
the remedy is elsewhere. By amending the Bengal Tenancy Act we 
have provided that a usufructuary mortgage should not last for more 
that 15 years. * This is quite su$cient relief. But why do we give 
the power to a board to restore the property, of which the mortgagee 
under lawful contract is in possession, to' the debtor l>ef0»'e the expiry 
of 15 years? If this clause is accepted then the mortgagee in posses- 
sion will be deprived of Ihis money though it was sufficiently secured 
under lawful contract. l>o the memliers of this House want that even 
when by a lawful contract a lender has been put in possession of a 
property, he should l>e deprived of it and thus of his money by the 

order of a hoard (Mr. Anu Hossain Sarkkh : Why not? What 

is the difficulty?) Well, that will be an outrage upon justice! li 
you accept the limitation to the definition of agriculturist which was 
wanted to lx* put by Mr. Nuremlra Nath Das Gupta in order to 
restrict tire concession to bona fide cultivators instead of widening it 
to mala fide persons who are getting relief which they ought not to 
get, I would not mind much. 

(At this stage the meml>er having reached the time-limit resumed 
hi?* seat.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support 
this amendment as embodied in clause 9 of this Bill, and 1 congratulate 
Government on the courage they have shown in this direction. I 
have got a small amendment and I hope this amendment will be 
accepted by the Huu’ble Minister. The amendment is: that in clause 
9(r), line 17, for the words 4, a raiyat or under-raiyat,” the words “a 
debtor” be substituted. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: l take it that the. purpose of your amendment 
is that as against the words “raiyat” and “umler-raiyat” the word 
“debtor” should lx* substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sir, a debtor within 
the meaning of this Act; he may he a raiyat but he may mortgage bis 
taluk land in .kb as possession or mokarari land in kha* possession. * 

• Mr. SPEAKER: In that case he is a raiyat and .also a tenure- 
holder. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: It » doubtful whether * 
mokarari raiyat is a tenure- holder* 

' Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; bpt does it not look as if this clans# rail 
not ap$ly in the cafe of a tenure-holder? 

* • 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Yes. If a man ha# pom 

raiyati land and taluk land he may give either his taluk land or raiyati 
land to a mortgagee. A distinction should not be made in the ease 
of a raiyat or a debtor who koeps*his raiyati land or taluk land in 
mortgage a^d lets the imsrtgagee to enjo\ the possession thereof. 
Therefore, my hundde submission to the Hoirble Minister is thut he 
will find his way to accept this small amendment because the object 
of my amendment is really to give some relief to those debtors who 
though raiyat* and* tenure-holders give their taluk land in mortgage and 
let the taluk land to be enjoyed b\ the creditor. 

Ilf. 8PEAKER: But a lawyer may veiy well argue that a tenure- 
holder cannot enjoy the possession of«,a taluk land as a raiyal. 

• • 

Hr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But it can he interpreted in 
another way also. Where is the harm if the land of the debtor bo 
introduced, it max be raiyat'* or under-run ut’s, raiyat ’s mokarari 
land or taluk i land, if he is a debtor within the meaning of the Act, 
he will come under it. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK • I am sorry 
have to oppose all these amendment*. So far as the first one moved 
by Mr. Sureudra Nath Biswas is concerned, when we omit proviso 
{ 2 ) {(/) of section 19(7) we do so because it does not work in practice, 
and when the tqfins are less favourable no creditor will accept it. Again, 
before that caff ^e done, the offer must be fair. We do not think it 
necessary to retain that proviso in the section. With regard to the 
main clause which we seek to add to section 19, it gives ^8ll protection 
to the mortgagee, and eve^ then then* is no difficulty in ffhe w^y of 
Mr. Biswas because if he refers to the clalise itself he will find that 
such offer as is contemplated must l»e* a fair offer. Now with regard 
to my friend Mr. Delta’s amendment, while thanking him very mnejt 
for the few jood words he has said. I do not think thaf his suggestion 
will lead us very far. We have done our best to improve the Act and 
I do not thin k t here is anything further to add at ^i^sent, but in the 
bourse of thew^rkiwg of the p$pvi#ion# of this 5kct*i*f we find any 
difficulty, fresh amendments can be brought before the Hotfte. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that infuse 9 be onritted 

waa then put and lock. * * 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 9(c), tine 
17, for the words “a raiyat or unde^-raiyat” the words “a debtor 1 ’ be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause 9 si&nd part of the Bill was then nut and 
agreed to. , 

■ , Clause 1(L 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to take clauses 10, 11, 12 and 13 together. 

The motion that clause 10 stanci part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. i - u ' 

Clause 11. 

The motion that clause 11 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The motion that clause 12 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The motion that clause 13 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: May I 

respectfully request you to pass over clauses 14 and 15 because they 
have reference to sections 33 and 34 and I want to see what the House 
' decides in respect of clause IGA . 

Clause 15A deals with section 35 and in order to keep conformity 
with what the House has already agreed to in clause 2, vi*., liabilitM 
incurred after the 1st January, 1940, by any person {^oing outside the 
operations of this Act, 1 submit, Sir, that it is necessary to amend thin 
section. Sir* I should also like to move a short-notice amendment in 
respect of %W\*. 

. ** 

Mr. SPEAKER : You will have to give notice of the short-notioe 
amendment. We will take it up to-morrow. 


Clauses 1 6 ami 16 A. 

, * : „ * ^ r* 

Mf. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, 1 think it will be better if you move 
your amendments in clauses 16 and 16 A together, because both of 
them refer to apellate provisions, and it would be convenient if yon 
take them together and make one> speech. 
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WwOHIRKNDRA NATH OATTA.l All right, Sir, I bog to gioro 

that dm 16(1) be omitted. • 

I hog also to move that in clause 16A, for su&eection (J) of pro- 
posed section 40 A, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(3) Every such application shall he made to the District Judge 
# wbo may, on receipt of the application, call for the record/ 
of the cases with an explanation which the appellate officer 
may desire to offer in respect of the application aud shall 
cause a notice to be servct^on the opposite parties on payment 
of the prescribed fee.” 

• 

I beg further to move lhat in clause 16A, sub*»ectiou (4) of pro- 
posed section 40A be omitted. 

I beg also to move that in clause 16A, in proposed section 40A(d), 
in line 1, after tjie* word “Judge” the words “after hearing the parties 
or pleaders appearing on their behalf* be inserted, 

* moving these motions, Sir, 1 submit that section 40 of this Act 
deals with appeals. It has been held up till now that the judicial 
officer is entitled to hear appeals against an order under sub-section (2) 
of section 10, •section 18, clause (b) f sub-section (!) of section 19, section 
21, section 22 or section 29. Here that power of hearing upj»eal has 
hiH'n tal^n away from an officer with judicial exj>orience, 1 submit 
Sir, that an order under sub-section (2) of section Id is an important 
order and if the right of hearing appeal is taken away from an officer 
with judicial experience it would 1* very inconvenient. You will find, 
Sir, that under this provision an officer with judicial experience will not 
lyive the right of hearing appeal. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you will find that an officer with judicial t 
experience will not have the right to hear an appeal from an oijer 
passed under sub-section (2) of section 18, section 18, clause (h), of 
sub-section (7)aW section 19. You are aware, Sir, that un order under 
sub-section (2) qf section 18 is a very important order, l>eeau»e it 
determines the amount on the basis of the fact us admitted by the 
debtor. So, Sir, an appeal should lie to an officer with jtid^ial experi- 
ence frdm an order passed lindrt* sub-sectiop (2) of section 18. • 

Then, Sir, section 18 deals with tjie determination of the amount 
imd that is the mojt 'important part of fhe Act. So, an officer with 
judicial experience should hear an appeal from an order passed sind|r 
section 18 determining the amount. Then an order under clause (b) 
of sub-sect iqn U) of section 19 is also most important, because it deab 
Irith the se«lc!bent of dhbts. \t is realty an award «and if an order , 
dealing with the settlement of debt is not subject to an appeal to an 
officer witli judicial experience, 1 do not know whirb order ahm\)d W 
subject to an appeal to an officer with judicial experience. But, §ir. 
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by the amendment that has been sought to be made by the Cabinet, 
I do not know why officers with •judicial experience should not be 
allowed to hear an f appeal under sub-section ( 2 ) of sections 1<3, 18 and 
19. Sir, generally a senior Mnnsif is invested with the power of a' 
special appellate officer. If the power is taken away from ^persons 
^teith judicial experience, there*will be ho appeal, because it deals with 
section* 21, 22 and 29. Sir, you are aware that section 21 deala 
with certificates, section 22 deals with the adjustment of insolvency 
and section «29 deals with the realization of the decretal amount for 
< lie purpose of * certificate procedure. So, Sir, the power of appeal 
has practically been taken away from persons with judicial experience. 

I do not know why the Ministry is afraid of f appeals to persons 
with judicial experience. They are taking away the power from 
persons with judicial experience and are investing them to 
executive officers, that is, to the Deputy .Magistrates who are ordinary 
wppellate officers. I am sure, Sir, that the executive officers will not 
be able to approach a matter from a judicial point of view, but they 
will deal with the same from the executive point of view' and — I an 
reminded by my friend Mr. Snnynl, from a political point of view also. 

1 challenge the llnu’ble Minister in charge to show the reasons for 
taking away the power from officers with judicial, experience 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, 1 hope you will conclude very soon. 

I am anxious to finish all the clauses. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Now, Sir, I come to my 
amendment No. 89 which deals with section 40. In this section. Sir, 
revisiouul power is sought to be given to the District Judge. Sir, 
this is what is sought to he done in the case of revision. An applica- 
tion is made to the Board and the Board will send the records to the 
District Judge with an explanation. The District Judge is expected 
to peruse all the records and come to a decision, w^btch l say, Sir, 
is impossible. You are very well aware. Sir, that there are many 
judges who^are Englishmen. In my district Mr 0 Simpson is the 
District Judge . I am told. Sir, that he has expressed an opinion that 
if revision cases come up, it is impossible f«r him to come to a decision 
without the help of a lawyer. Sir, you are aware that the records 
are all in Bengali. The application is in Bengali, the documents 
are in Bengali* the petitions that Hiave been fibd are in Bengali, 
ahd the award is in Bengali. The European officers are, expected to 
peruse all these records and to come to a decision without the help of 
a lawyer. This is- impossible, Sir. What ,will happen# this. Ij* 
every case then** will bo petition f&r revision. As soon a* the petition 
for revision is filed the Board will be compelled to send the records 
to the District Jhdge and the District Judge has got to decide about 
4,000 or r 5, 000 cases in each district? and the District Judge is expected 
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to pefpte all these records in his chamber and to come to a decision. 
This, I beg to say, Sir, displays In absolutely unpractical knowledge 
of the working of the Act. The District Judge, Sir, will not be able 
* to oome to any decision. H<; will throw the records and will say they 
are rej&ted. So, wjiat I propose is this, that in all cases, the records 
should not be called for; application should be made to the District 
Judge and the pleaders should be allowed to appear and the District 
Judge will hear the pleaders at the initial stage, and if he thinks that 
there is something to be seen in the records then he wiH call for the 
records, otherwise not, as in the ca*# of a criminal motion, the District 
Judge Aiear^ the application, and if he finds thaf there is anything 
to be studied, be calls for 4he records, otherwise he summarily rejects 
the petition. 

I propose, Sir, # thut the pleaders should be allowed to appear uiid 
to file an application, and T urge that at the initial stage the District 
Judge should be given tin* opportunity 4o reject the petition. 
He*will reject many cases at the initial stage, und he will only call 
for records of cases where necessary. After hearing pleaders and the 
parties he will be able to dispose of th$ cases, otherwise it is impossible 
for him to emne to*u decision. It may be argued that I am a lawyer 
and if the lawyer is not allowed to appear in such eases somehow I 
am interested in the matter. As a matter of fact, it is not due to my 
interest as a lawyer that 1 move this motion, but I want the Cabinet 
to think of the matter, the impossibility of the District Judge to come 
to a decision without the help of a lawyer in eases in which there are 
Bengali records. There are many English Judges who do not under- 
stand Bengali and will not lie able to come to a derision. So, l submit, 
&r, that the amendment that is sought to he made bv me relating 
to revision should la* accepted by the Hon’ble Minister if he thi^/i 
that some material help should be given to the [sirties concerned. 


Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Biswas, you w ill please move all the amend- 
ments from No. 72. # 

% 

Mr. SURENDRa NATH BISWAft: 1 shall move them simul- 
^fmeotislv. All right, *Sir. * 

* • 

Sir, I be£ to move that in clause* H5(/j for the proposed proviso, the 
following proviso be substituted, namely: — 

“Provides! that the appellate officer so appointed shall be such Ml 
pfficer of the Provincial Government who shall* tjave th* 
ordinary pecuniary jurisdiction already gfven to him*0*ar 
the amount of debt condoned in the appeal." • 



Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 16A, after prop&ed sab- 
section ( 2 ) of section 40A, the following be inserted, namely:-— 

t 

**( 20 ) The Provincial Government shall have the final right to. 
revise any order mide under* this Act hy a Boards or an 
appellate officer or the District Judge/' 

( n 

I further beg to move that in clause 16A, sub-section (J) of the pro- 
posed section 40A be omitted. 

• p 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Sanyal, will you also please formally move 
your amendments on this clause? • 

c * 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Yes, Sir, I formally move 
them. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause IGA* proposed * section 40 A ( 3 ) be 
omitted. 

• 

I also beg to move that in clause IGA, in proposed section 40A(d), 
lines and 4, the words “hut shall not hear the parties or any person 
appearing on their behalf” be oiftitted. 

Mf. SPEAKERS Will Mr. Shahahuddin also please move his 
amendment on this clause? 

Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Before doing so, Sir, I beg to bring 
to your notice that there has been a printing mistake by the omission of 
the word “District* after the word “Additional” occurring in the first 
instance. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause IGA to proposed section 40A, the 
following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that the District Judge may transfer to an Additional 
District Judge subordinate to him any papers forwarded to 
him by an appellute officer under sub-sectjon (J), and such 
Additional District Judge shall in respect of the applica- 
tions so transferred exercise the same powers and perform 
the same duties as those respectively conferred and 'imposed 
upon the District Judge under this section.” 

v Mr. SPEAKER. Now, Mr. Biswas, you will please speak on your 
amendments. I allot you about G minutes time. 

Mr. SURERPRA NATH BISWAS: It is impossible Xir, to finish 
til the amendments within that time? as they are very important, but 
I shall try to be very brief. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nothing is impossible in this world! (Laughter.) 
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Mr* •OfctNORA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir, I shall b* w 

brief. • 

By illy amendment No. 72 I want aufcstitutiou of the present proviso 
by the ope that I have suggested. If my amendment is accepted, then 
it will Se that the appellate officers appointed shall he such judicial 
officers of the Provincial Government Who would have the ordinary* 
pecuniary •jurisdiction already given to them over the amount of debt 
concerned in the appeal. But, Sir, in Debt Settlement Board cases we 
find that there is no question of pecuniary jurisdiction So far as me 
appellate courts are concerned. Of Bourse, Sir, let the ordinary boards 
or the <g>eciqj boards deal with debts of any amount, but the appellate 
court to whom the parties mill go for relief by may of appeal, should 
be competent officers. Sir, a muuHif is ordinarily appointed as a special 
appellate officer and no Government officer of u higher grade than the 
grade of munsif is so appointed. I do not think that the Hon 'hie 
Minister in charge of this Bill mill be able to contradict me in respect 
of this. The House knows that the ordinal^- pecuniary jurisdiction 
of t munsif never exceeds Rs. That is to say the maximum 

jurisdiction of a munsif is only Rs. 2,^00. Now, Sir, according to the 
law as it stands now, the munsif mill hear appeul with regard to a debt 
involving several thfnisamls of ru|M*es much exceeding Rs. 2,000. My 
friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has moved an amendment. If Gov- 
ernment accepts his amendment then I would rather withdraw mine. 
But os there is no possibility of Government accepting the same I shall 
press my amendment to the reasonable consideration of the members 
present in this House. As this is u matter of dispensation of justice, 
1 hope the hon’ble members would try to tlw os much reasonable as 
passible without being partial to anylmdf. Summarising my points 
what L want to say is that the munsif, if he sits as an uppellate officer, 
should hear appeals valued only up to Rs. 2,000 and not exceeding 
that; and let a Sub-Judge be the appellate officer where the debt 
exceeds Rs. £,000. That is the only thing which 1 want by thi# 
amendment, and *hat is quite reasonable. But in the name of justice, 
an unjust procedure is being carried on without objection front any 
quarters. As my friend Mr. Datta has already pointed out tig* appellate 
officer liears an appeal from the order of a board under section* 10, 
under which section the board detennipee the amount of principal and 
interest. That is, vei$ important issues such as whether any interart 
has been paid, within or outside the legal limit, whether there ha*bcdji 
an adjustment of the debt, or whether the principal has been rightly 
claimed etcqtera are decided by the Board and appellate officers. All 
these are important issue! and ip cases where rnoif tWn Rs. 2,000 is 
involved ; such cases should in all fairness he referred to the*eompetent 
civil courts for hearing by wiy of appeal*. 

Now I shall come \o another amendment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, how long will you take to speak on 
this? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Some four f or five minutes, Sir. 
MK SPEAKER. All right, I am giving you 5 minutes. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, what 1 want by this 
amendment, namely, No. 76, is that the provincial Government shall 
have the final right to revise an order made under this Act whether by 
a Board or an appellate officer or the District Judge. 

Sir, in this connection also I beg to submit, that if the amendment 
ot tn\ friend Mr. Datla is accepted I shall not press this amendment, 
but as I understand his amendment is also going to be opposed. I shall 
press this amendment. I have personal experience how arbitrarily* not 
only the Debt Settlement Board but also the appellate officers have 
Inaui acting; that being so, and as theie is little chance of getting 
justice from the District Judge as rny friend Mr. l)atta has pointed 
out, by my amendment I only want that the Provincial Government 
do tuke tlie position of the Hon ble High Court. J want that Miiportunt 
‘‘uses may under Jaw come up before the Go\ernment as civil appeals 
for more than Hs. 6,000 come to the Hon’ble High Comt by way of 
second appeals, so t hut we the memheis of this House, may legitimately 
usk the loeal Government to remedy the uiong, it any, done by the 
uppellate officers specially ilf cast's when* there is suspicion that the 
Distrii t Judge has not been able to do justice to the first appeals; in 
tify*sc cases at least there should U> the right of the aggrieved party 
to go up to the Government for relief. Yer\ recently. Sir, in a parti- 
cular case 1 had to move the local Go\ eminent and ti'e Government 
held the same \ icw as 1 did that both the Hoard and the appellate 
officer went beyond their jurisdiction to decide a ease, und acted ille- 
gally ; but under the present law Government are in a fix to find out 
whether under the present law they as*tlie supreme head of the execu- 
tive can wltei the decision of the appellate officer It the Government 
cannot do so 


Mr. SPEAKER: What I am pointing out to you is that you have 
drafted your amendment not on the ground pf law buh./’if facts. 


Mr. SURENbRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, recently, the Hon’ble 
High Court has ruled that the appellate officer is not a court. The 
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appellate Officer is only an executive officer under the control of Gov- 
ernment. So, I submit that if $ie appellate officer is an executive 
officer under the control of Government, let the Government also have 
the right to alter the decision of the appellate officer. If the appellate 
officer yould have been regarded as a court, if pleaders would lie allow- 
ed before him, and •if the pleaders would he allowed to uppear before 
the District Judge, then some justice could have been expected from 
these courts; but when they are not regarded as courts and they will 
not allow lawyers to appear before them. I submit that Government 
should have the final say with respect to any kind of /infers under the 
Act, because all these orders are treated as executive orders and not as 
judicial orders. 


Filially. I .should submit that by this amendment 1 want to keep 
another door of rejief o|**n tt» the aggrieved person, as an aggrieved 
person cannot go to the Hon’ble High Court or to any civil court for 
relief undei the present law. 1 should, therefore, expect, that my 
anfhndrnent will be accepted by the House. 


Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In nm\ 1 1 # u nn amendment s 
on the lines of Mi 1 fat la. 1 lag to add a tew words. Sir, Govern- 
ment ha\e done an net ni belated justice m trying to invest the 

District Judge with '.lie final icvisional powei , but the grace and 
effectiveness ot their act ot justice is being taken away by another 
hand. You know, Sir, as an eminent lawyer, and all important 
|awyer» know the golden saving “Benches are taught by the member* 
of the Bar,” because case- after all are the records «»f their opinion. # 
an<f l have set to know of a Judge who can come to any decifjjo|i, 

who can d<> justice to an> rase without being agisted either by tlie 

parties or jt^rties’ representative-. The analogies of such matlers 
are not out of place The Hon’ble Minister, who is a lawyer, and 
who is also a very plodding and pancaking Minister I .should presume, 
himself cannot deal with hi- own lib’s unless he gets ^valuable assist- 
ant ot tlie Sect etaiy und»olhcy men r>f b»s department, because, after 
all, files are merely dead writings in ink, 'and the judicial ea|Hicity of 
a Judge is never brought injo application unless there is the assistance 
*of someone to excite it. As M» Datta has rigidly lydnted out ; wfcen 
there are Moluminous records in 'erv IkkI writing in Bengali, not to 
speak of the European Judges, but even the Indian Judges feed 
• nausea in>ai*ig through those records pud comjngjo a conclusion. 
So the utmost necessity for i^al justice i* that the court to whom 
the power in being given way of revision should !m afle^wed every 
facility. ho that the court can come to n right decision over the 
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decision of the Board and the appellate officer, with the full assistance 
of the parties or their represen tati yes. 

• 

There in another aspect of the matter which appeals to me. I am 
not sure whether the Legislature has ,reallv any authority^ in the 
matter of restricting the modus opemndi of the trials or the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court. It is certainly open to us to keep certain cases, or 
certafti litigations, or certain matters out of the jurisdiction of the 
Court. But once we have vested those Judges and the Executive 
Officers with* thy power rd going into the matter, ] pause for a reply 
from you, Mr. Speaker, as also from the Jion'ble Minister in charge, 
whether we are competent to restrict the power of thee Judges. If 
the Judges are presumed to do justice, and if in «K>ing so, the Judges 
think that it is necessary to hear the parties or the parties’ representa- 
tives, 1 do not think any authority lies in us, in spite of the pomp 
and glamour of Oovernnient, to restrict r the authority of the Judges 

With regard to the 'question of filing revision application before 
fhe Court — it is an important matter which escaped my notice — Vou 
know, Sir, that lawyers are banned before the bouul, but before the 
appellate officer the lawyers are not banned. Either before the 
appellate officer or a special officer they are found useful. My friend 
Mr. Dutta was rather feeling delicacy because fie might be accused 
of looking to his self-interest. We are talking not for ourselves. So 
far as justice demands, in any ease, t lie lawyers are found very useful 
either before an appellate, ordinary or a spec ial officer. It can lie pre- 
sumed that cases which come to the District Judge ate more or less 
of a complicated nature. In most cases either an intricate question 
of law or of fad i« required to be sohed Therefore, the assistance 
* of the lawyers becomes more necessary in order to solve the riddle 
’vk:ch could not be solved by the appellate officer or by the Board. 

There is another question regarding filing of the revision applica- 
tion before the Board or the appellate officer. It passes one’s common 
sense that litigants who are fully aggrieved by a particular party will 
again have tef run to that party. Tt is apiinst the commonsense, it 
is atfhinst the tradition oL litigation, hgninst the princ iple of justice 
throughout the world. I know the Flon’ble Minister will object to 
these amendments on principle, but I will only appeal to him to loojf 
t(» hir. own papbrs, to lay hand on his breast ami say whether he is 
really doing justice to anybody excepting to himself and to his 
department, 

4 * ? * ♦ ^ 

Tilt Mtli’blt Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I am afraid. 

I h*$e t<S oppose<.«U these amendments. With respect to the atnend- 
taeuis moved bv my friend Mr. Hhirendra Nath Datta where he seeks 
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to omit clause 16(7) whereby it is intended to give the fight of appeal 
under sections 21, 22 and 29 only* to the judicial officers and the rest 
are to be taken over hv other appellate officers. ifis argument is that 
-it is necessary to have judicial experience to dispose of appeals under 
section! 13 and 18. ^On the contrary, experience shows that knowledge 
of local affairs and condition* i* more necessary than the knowledge o£ 
law in disposing of appeals under section* 13, 18 amj 19(21. Wf have 
therefore thought it fit to keep those appeals where knowledge of law 
is necessary for officers with judicial experience, viz., where a certificate 
i.s granted under section 21 nr a gprsnn has been adjudicated a* tin 
insolvent, tthere we feel that some judicial experience i* necessary. It 
is from thnf point of view tliat we have sought to amend the existing 
section 40. 

AvS to lawyers being allowed In appear before the District Judge, 
when the matter g«**s betoie linn tor re\iMnn, l submit respectfully 
that it will only mean further expenditure pn the part of the poor 
iftdfhted agriculturists and practically for nothing. Personally l 
would have been ver\ happy if 1 could have a< ceded to his request. 
For you will find that when the mut!*r is before the appellate officer, 
lawyers are si 1 lowed to appear, ami whatever arguments the> may 
offer they ale ceiUuuK entitled t-n do so at that stage, and when 
the matter has been practically finished by the appellate officer it is 
then nntf then only t hut the* matter can he taken up in revision before 
the District Judge. It is designed that application for revision will 
have to be filed befoie the appellate officer who will have to submit bis 
explanation in connection with the ground* of revision and forward 
the whole record including evidence* recorded b \ the Hoard, to the 
District Judge. Sir. I am extremeh *oir> that an observation could 
at all have been made that the Distiict .fudge would throw away the # 
record and will not look into them. It i< also said that the DistffW 
Judge will nol be able to deal with these applications properly. We 
know, and I abi sure m\ friend Mr Datta also knows, that the District 
Judges and Additional District Judges have to hear appeals in compli- 
cated cases against the decisions of Subdivisional Judges amount- 
ing to J he value of Ks. oJ^b Further in order to arriv'e V some sort 
of unanimity in tjie decisions of the Hoard and Appellate Officef in a 
district, we seek to give this power U\ the District Judge, lhe Select 
Committee went in^’the mailer at very great length and introduced 
this clause in the Bill. I submit, therefore, Sir. that if is not necessity 
to allow lawyers to apear at that stage when the matter will lie heard 
bv the Distort Judge in revision. 

As regards Mr. Biswas’ amendment I do not see whert the value 
of the case comes in. It all depends upon the officer who in e ntruat- 
ed to do this. Ordinarily the appellate officer, ’who i$ a D*patj 
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Magistrate and one who is in charge of % subdivision, will carry wit£ 
him a great experience of local aifaijs hnd be can certainly be expected 
to bring his judicial mind to bear upon the facts of the. case. When 
the matter is brought before him on appeal it is expected that he will, 
make no mistake. But if it Is then found that there is ^omeih&g 
wrong done somewhere the matter can he settled in revision before the 
^District Judge. As regards tin* provincial Government being asked to 
function like a second appellate court, 1 may say that we have not tried 
the District Judges so far. My friend Mr. Biswas will" have no 
grievance whenjie gets an application for revision before the District 
Judge. I submit , # therefnre, Sir, that there is no force in the point 
that is made by moving amendment No. 47. Sir, I submit that this 
disposes generally of the various amendments thaf have been moved. 
With respect to the amendment moved by Khwaja Shahabudrlin I may 
state that it is practically consequential in view of the fact that the 
District Judge may l>e very busy with a large amount of court business, 
but the District Judge, if lie thinks fit, may transfer it io the Additional. 
District Judge for final disposal. In that view I accept amendment 
No. 91. 

The motion of Mr. Dhiiwuiru Nath Datta that clause lt>(/) he 
omitted, was then put and lost 

The motion of Mi Surendia Nath Biswas that in clause lb(/) for 
the proposed proviso, the following pioviso bo substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that the appellate officer so appointed shall be such an 
officer of the Proxinual Government who shall have the 
ordinary pecuniaiv jurisdiction already given to him over 
the amount of debt concerned in the appe.il " f 

w*rs then put and lost. 

The motion that cluuse Hi stand part of ihc Bill wao then put and 
agreed to. 

i 

The mojio.i of Mr. Suiemlra Nath Biswas that in clause IGA, after 
proposed sub-section (l*) yf section -U)A, the following he inserted, 

namely : — 

“(Ua) The Provincial Government -hall have the final right to 
revise any order made under this Act by a Board or an 
appellate officer or the District Judge," 

was then put ftnd lost. 

The motion Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that in clause 16 A, 
proponed section 40A (3) he omitted, was then pm and lost. 
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Tie motioiT of Mr. Dhimndm Nath Datta that in Moose 16A, for 
soh-section (3).o f proposed secti<*i 4(IA. the following be substituted 
namely: — • 

*% Every such application shall l* made to the District Judge 
who ma\* on receip| of the application, call for the records 
of the cases with an explanation which the appellate ofti«*er 
may desire to offer in resjieet of the application am? shall 
cause a notice to l»e served on the opposite parties on pay- 
ment of the prescribed fee.” 

was th*n pgt and lost. • 

The motion of Mr. DhiVendra Nath l)atta that in clause IGA, sub- 
section < 4 ) Of the proposed se< lion 40A be omitted, was then put and 
lost. 

• 

The motion of Mi. Sasanka Sekhar Sanuil that m clause IGA, in 
pio posed section *10A <.-/>, lines J and I, the \}ords “but sliall not heal 
ijt^ parties or itn\ pet son appealing on tbeir behalf” In* omitted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mi. Dhiicmlia N.tfti Datta that in (danse IGA, sub- 
section (*’M (*f t)»e proposed section 40A be omitted, was then put and 
bst 

I he ^notion of Mi. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause ItiA, in 
pioposed section 40AfJ), in line J, after the word 4 'Judge", the words 
“after hearing the parties or pleaders n pouring on their behalf" Is* 
inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Khwajn Shahabuddin that in clause IGA to 
proposed section 40A, tin* following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that the District Judge may transfer to an Additirmi 
District Judge subordinate to him any |Mi|H»rs forwarded to 
hifl by an appellate officer under suit-section (.?), urn! such 
Additional District Judge shall in respect of the applications 
so transferred exercise the same powers nn<k perform the 
same duties as those respectively conferred ,yid im[H>se<l 
% ujioii the District Judge under tjiis section." • 

was then put and agreed to. • 

* The motion that*clause IGA as amended stand nurt«of the Hill. Vh* 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause* 17 to 2(L 

• * 

Mr. OHISCNORA NATp DATTA t I beg to more that clause 17 
be omitted. , # • 

I bejj also to move that clause 1& be omitted, t * 
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Mr. RASIK LAL BISWA8: l beg to move that clause 20 be 
omitted. r 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH CATTA: The ameudment Nos. 92-95 ' 
deals with section 9(7) of the Act. Section 41 of^ the Act autnorises 
the appellate officer to transfer z*n application from one board to another 
board.* This jiower is said to be taken away by the proposed amendment 
suggested by the Hon’ble Minister. I do not understand why this 
power to transfer an application from one board to another should at 
all la* taken away. I know from 'my own experience that there are 
lxjards consisting of jH*rsons of the locality and I know of a Jxmrd where 
a son of a creditor was found to be one of the members of the 1>oard, 
and consequently the debtor wanted to transfer his application to 
another board. In such cases, transfer of applications are now allowed. 
If, as in this case, a son of a creditor hapjxms to be a member of a 
boaid, then the debtor cannot expect justice from it. J cannot under- 
stand why this j»ower of transfer in such a case be taken away. I hope 
members of this House, irresjiective of the party 1o which they lr.at' 
belong, may consider the resonableness if mv amendment and, if con- 
vinced, should Nupjxirt it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mi Speaker, 

Sii, I am souy I lui\e again to op]N,se this. Section tl '•ertainly 
thinks of gi\ing power to the apjxdlate offieei to transfei a ease. Hut 
under this j»articular cluuse the apjiellute officer can deal with the cuso 
for transfei when it is before him Kxperience diows that at times 
there has been some misappichensitm in the use of those powers by the 
two classes of appellate oflieeis. \\ hen wr read section 39 we find that 
it deals with the power* of transfer of applications from one board to 
OAswther b\ the Collector. We have also found that it is the Collector 
who exercises this power much better than an appellate officer for he 
knows to which hoard the case should he transferred. The appellate 
officer does not come to function before he is in seisin of the appeal. 
Therefore the difficulty cannot he removed* unless an order of transfer is 
made before tie ease is finally disposed of hv the hoard. Therefore, 
on examination of the various sections ‘ind Also by the experience that 
we have gained we find that section 41 is absolutely redundant, and 
it has introduced some amount of trouble for m thing. We feel that 
section 99 is enmgh to ileal with difficulties of the nature mentioned 
by Mr. Datta. So, then* is no point in what Mr. Datta has said, and I 
oppose the motion. 

The motion ol ^r. Dhin ndra Nath Dnttu that clause 47 be omitted 
was then put and lost. 

The motion that clause 17 stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Oatta that clause 18 he omitted 
was then put and lost. * 

• The motion that clause 18 stand pur\, of the Bill was then put and 
and agreed to. * 

The motion that clause 19 stand part ‘of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * • 

The moton of Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas that clause 20 be remitted wan 
then put and lost. • 

The mot i 04 that clause 20 stand part id the Bill wu* put and agreed 

to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-3-1 p.m. — 

Tfte House wio adjourned till l-4”> p.m. on Thursday, the 30th 
November, 10-10. in the Assemhlv House, Calcutta 
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[30th Nov., 

Proceedings of# the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* . 

« 

Tiik Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the <10th November, 1939, at 44b p.iu. « 

Prattnt : 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Duhadur M. A/?izul‘ Haque, 
C. !.*:.) in the Chair, II H on'ble Ministers 'and 209 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

* 1 

Platform at Coalundo station on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

*9. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: (a) Iv the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of t lu‘ (’ommunieations and Works Department 
aware 

(i) that there is no platform at the (toalundo station on the 
Kastcrn lion gal Hallway; 

(u) that no ladder is plaeed with 3rd dass and Inter class bogies 
for helping the passengers to get into them; and 

(in) that the passengers including women are to climb up into the 
3rd class and Inter (lass compartments ? 

(ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, \fill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps are proposed* to be taken to 
remove the aforesaid grievances !" 

MIN.8TER in oharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of Coisim- 
bazar): (a) (i) 1 am in form id that there is a rail-level platform at 
.clioalundo (that station. As it is generally necessary to shift the Ghat 
station in the course of the year owing to changes in the course of 
the river it is not possible for the railway administration to provide 
raised plutfonv^.at Goalundo. 

t»0 and (ni) I am informed that the railway administration have* 
already issued orders that step ladders should be placed at female 
compartments V all classes. 

(b) Does not vrise. 
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lift tliNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I request 

you to tee whether ^ the required quorum is there? 

Mr. SPEAKER; *1 think there is. 

Mr. KIRAN SAlAcAR ROY< Is the # Hon'hle Minister aware that # 
it is possible to raise the level of the platform higher to he on the # 
same level as the railway compartment? # 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCtyANDRA HANDY, 'of Cossim- 

bazar: That is not the \iew held hy the Railway Administration. 

* • 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA : Is the lion* We Minister aware 
that the zamindnr of the (foalundo (ih.it station platform is willing 
to co-operate in the nnittei ? 

The Hon'ble * Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotsim* 

bvsr: Sir, 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA*: Will the Hon’Me Minister 
he pleased to # state whether < io\ ermnenl have enquired as to whether 
the orders issued hv the R.uluuv Administration to put step-ladder* 
before the female compartments ha\c been complied with? 

• 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CH ANDRA HANDY, of Cosain»> 
bazar: Sir, l behe\e the ordeis were parsed \ cry recently and it 
is not time \et to see whether the ordeis aie being carried out. 


Light in the Dacca Mail train. 

•10. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: (o) AV.lt the Hon Me 

Minister in charge <»f the (\>mmuni< ations ami Woiks Department lie 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that no light is lighted in the l)a«eu Mail train of the Eastern 
* Bengal Railway gunning from Hoalundo to fseuhlah before 
the arrival of the l\acca Mail steamer between O-IiO and 
10 p.m.; aqd • 

(ft) that the passeugers coming to Hoalundo by v Kaliganj u^i 
B^amer arriving at about T p.m. and hound for Cafcutta 
undergo various sorts of difficulties and inconvenience for 
want of light in the Dacca Mail Jrain ? ^ 

» * * 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state Vhat steps he is proposieg to tale ii^ the 
matter? 
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TfM Hon’Me Mahuaja tRISCHANDRA HANDY, of fosimlMzar: 

(a) (i) I am informed that waiting rakes are not normally ready for the 
occupation of passengers until about one hour before the scheduled time 
for the departure of the train. In the case of the Dacca Mail at- 
Ooalundo the rake is stabled by the platform, but is not fit ta take in 
passengers until one hour before its departure. The lights are switched 
on at about 21-46 hours, i.e., one hour before the scheduled departure 
time, or on the arrival of the Dacca Mail steamer if the latter is earlier. 

(iV) I have been told that the difficulties referred to have not been 
represented to the railway administration. I understand that, there is 
a shed where passengers who arrive at (ioalundo by the Ka’liganj service 
at HMD hours, ran wait until the rake is available for occupation. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the area of the shed? IIow many persons 
can take shelter there? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY of Cossim- 
ba/ar: iSir, I am afraid I cannot answer that question without notice, 
but I may add further t hat even if the accommodation of the shed he 
small the lbniwux Administration low furthei rejmrted ’ lhat the 
passengers mav also watt in the steamer before the train lights are 
lit 


Appointment of officers in oonneotion with Jute Registration work. 

~ Ml. Maulvi ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: [a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Departmeut be 
pleased to lav on the table a statement showing the number of — 

(/) Chie f Inspectors; 

(ii) Inspectors ; 

ini) Assistant Inspectors; und 

itr) Officers in charge of Arei Sections appoirted in connection with 
*<•■> .lute Registration work? 

(6) How many of them are Muslims? 

(c) Has 60 pf*v ; eut. of the above posts Wen given to the Muslims, 
and 16 per cent, to the Scheduled CaVtes? If not, why not? 

0/) Were the posts of Chief Inspectors advertised like the posts of 
In«|*H'tors and Assistant Inspecto-s? If not, why not? 

u 
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MINISTER in eharg* of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan): (a) o') 27 

including 17 Settlement Kauuugos and nine trained officer* of the 
Indian Central Jut! Committee. . 

• • 

(it) 96 including 14 Settlement Kanungos and 2 trained officer* of 
the Indian Central .lute Committee. * 9 

(Hi) 480. 

(tv) 24. 

<>>) (0 8 . 

(iif 45. • 
on) 240. 

<ir) 12. 

« 

(r) Yes, as far* as the new apjiointmcnts are concerned, except thut 
there is a small shortage ot Scheduled Castes recruits in the jxists of 
Inspectors and Officers in charge ot Area Sections on account of the 
paucity of suitable Scheduled Castes candidates In \iew of the com- 
plexity and urgency of the work it sluts Won consideied heoossnn to 
appoint traiyed and experienced officers of Settlement Defmrlment and 
the Jute Census Section under the Indian (Yntr.i! Jute Commit fee to 
important stifiei \ ising and administ rati\e posts such as lliose ot Chief 
Tnspeet#r.s and Inspectors as fat as |«ossihle and as mujoriU ot the 
awtihihlo offiuTs of the desiiiption an* Caste Hindus it has not Wen 
jNtssj hie to ohserxe the communal ratio in regard to upj>ointnient* to 
eu< h post*. 

(,/) As 26 out of the 27 jxists of Chief Inspectors were filled up by 
Tt\ ailahle officers of the Settlement Department and the Jute Centum 
Section, only one |x»st was left for direct recruitment for which a well 
qualified candidate was readily available. It was, therefore, not nefflU 
sary to adverse these posts. 

Mr. PREMKARI BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many candidates of the Scheduled Caste* # fliere were for 
the p<*ts of Inspector* and of^cers-in-t barge of the area tertioiyt and 
how many of them were appointed? 

• The Hon'M* Mr.* TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: I wa$t notice. 

* I 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the ratjo of U>^r cent, as recom- 
*mended for the Scheduled Ca-rfes* lias not Wen observed anywhere 
in Bengal in spite of mutable candidate* being available Ayrywhere? 

• • * 

Mr. SPEAKER:' That quentioif does not nris^. 

# 
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Mr. MONOMOHAM DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale whether it is a fact that In Kishoreganjf in the district of 
Mymcnsingh many* suitable candidates applied for the post of area 
section officers, hut their case* have been neglected by the appointing 
officer ? : 

i 

Mr, SPEAKER : I am Mtrrv that question does not aris?. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state •whethei the deficit ncv in the percentage of appoint- 
ment, 1 mean in the appointment of Thief Inspector and Inspectors, 
wherein Muslims got S out of 21 and h’) out of Wi respect itet\ — whether 
the shortage 1ms been compensated by the appointment in othe® 
branches of the hen ice as we were told yesterday? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 do not remember 
to hn\e said that yesterdu\, but unfortunately no coinpensat ion has 
been made in respect of other appointment* as suggested h\ my 
hon’ble friend. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08H : Will the Hon'ble M'nistei please 
enlighten tis what was tin* Im-is of his inhumation wherefrom the 
Hon’hle Minister deduced the coin lu*ion that there was paucity of 
Scheduled Taste candidates foi the said posts? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was the experience 
of the Kccimting Officer. 1 ha\e got the i «*| k»i t from him 

Babti PREMHARI BARMA: Will the ilon’hle Minister he pleased 
to .state whethei definite institutions were given to the recruiting 
<T,»teis that lo per cent, of the apjMuntments should he given to the 
Scheduled Tastes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir Definite 

instruction was gnen that tlie ( tovenmient 's decision regarding 
communal representation in the services should he strictly adhered to. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the llon’hje Minister In- pleased 

to_>fnte whether those instructions have t>een given effect to? 

* 

Tht Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The answer is obvioua 

that they have uot been strictly adhered to. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My question was this. Where- 
from did "the lloa’ble Minister deduce his conclusion that there wt« 
paucity of suitable Scheduled T-ast* candidates? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has answered that. 

i 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH03E: Now, Sir, I shall ask the next 
question, how many applications were* received from the Scheduled 
Tastes candidates and how many of them were appointed? 

The H&i’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not in possetUion 
of that information just now; I want notice 

9 

Mr. 'MONMOHAN DA8: W ill the Hon'hle Minister t>e pleased 
to state whether it is u fact tliat in Mime districts the list of Scheduled 
Caste candidates included i»*on-St hcduled Caste candidates ulso? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 am not aware of it. 

• 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the ilonlde Minister he 
piraeed to state whether the dispato* m the apopintment of Chief 
Inspectors has been made up h\ teiiiutiug a sufficient number of 
Muslim Kanumro-. who arc rendih a\, triable? 

• . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am given to under- 
stand th.i^ mote Muslim Knmmgo* were not a\ailahle. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 


Appointment of an Assistant Livestock Expert. 


4. Dr. N/fLlNAKSHA 8ANYAL: •>> Will thr lli.i.l.li- Minister 
in iharpr of the* April ulturo ami Veti-tiimn l)e|iailmetit lie pleuaed 
to state whether Government ptojxrs* to appoint *hnitlv # an Assistant 
Livestock K\]»ert ? a * • 


(b) If so, ba\e applications been .qy.ted for the same? 

(r) What are the* minimum qualifications required (pr the posU»-s 


( d ) Will fhe Hon’ble Minister be pleaded to state whether the exist- 
ing officers of the Agriculture or Veter i tun \ lh*jiart!nents of this pro- 
■* since have been debarred from apjdyjrig for* the po«£^*hile those from 
other provinces have not been so restricted? • 


(e) Has any Bengali Hindu or Muslim candidate yrftb the necessary 
qualifications applied for the post? • 
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(J) WheD is the post likely to be filled u$ and when is the final 

selection of the candidate going to r be made? [ 

< ' 

(//) Is there any proposal in the Department for bringing in a 
European officer for the post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The post was advertised in India by the Public Service Com- 
mission and they reported that none of the candidates who applied 
possessed the ’required qualifications. I have, therefore, decided to 
advertise the post* again both in India and the United Kingdom. 

(c) The essential qualifications are tha< the candidate must possess 
a degree or diploma in Agriculture nr an M.H.CW.S. qualification with 
not less than three years’ post-graduate training in Animal Husbandry 
including dairying and a knowledge of small stock and poultry. He 
must also possess considerable organising and administrative ability. 

(d) Yes. For the reason that none of the existing officers of the 
Agriculture or Veterinary Departments of this province who* are 
eligible for this appointment possess the required qualifications. 

(c) None. 

(/) and (•)) As stated aho\e, I ha\e failed to secure a suitable 
Indian candidate for the jx*st by advertisement in India. If, as a 
result of the simultaneous advertisement in India and toe United 
Kingdom now proposed, a suitable Indian i** available he will certainly 
have preference to a Eunqicaii and av ill be appointed on a substantive 
basis. Tf, however, no such Indian is available, I propose to appoint 
a European on contract for five \ears. It is hoped that in the course 
of five years a suitably trained Indian will be available either from 
among the State M‘holur« selected for training in Great Britain, who 
<iTK‘e expected to sail ns soon as war conditions permit, or otherwise so 
that he will replace the Eurojxmn on the expiry of his contract. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to dtate when the advertisement for this post was made and 
what werj Che required minimum qualifications mentioned, in the 
advei tisement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the advertisement 

was made some months ago, and I do not exactly remember the date. 
The minimum qualifications stipulated therein must have been those 
stated in this answer. 

St 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 want a definite answer, Sir. 
Is * he faon’ble Minister sure whether these were the exact qualifica- 
tions prescribed before, or these are subsequent discoveries? 
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Tto Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think the former, Sir. 
The anbsequent qi»lifi oat ions could not he otherwise. 

Dr. NALINAKIHA 8ANYAL: yr. Speaker, Sir, I am entitled 
to ha*e a definite! reply, a\id the Hon’ble Minister must ascertain 
and give a definite reply. I afti not satisfied with his present answer# 
are thesq minimum qualifications the same as those appeared jn the 
advertisement or these are subsequent imaginations Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The* could not he 
subsequent imaginations. My friend perhaps want* to know whether 
I had actually compared Ihe terms of the a<lvertisement with the 
answer that has now been piven. I have not done so, hut naturally 
the*e minimum qualifications were tho same as are stated in the 
advertisement. # 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilnn'hle Minister he 
pleased to state it the present Live-Stock Expert of the Government 
of Bengal possesses all or any of those qualifications Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER; That question does not arise here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
picked V state if these quahficat ions aie in accordance with the 
e\i-tin^ miimmnti qu.ilificatioiis required foi the {K»st Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER : l)r. San y.tl, l am not able to follow your ques- 
tion quite well. Will you please he more clear?* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL I To he more ileai 1 want to know 
if these qualifications are just the same as the minimum qualificat ions 
foi the same post now held hv Ihe incumbent Y 

Mr. 8PEAK£R ; You wjini to know whether there # a re different 
standards of qualifications foi the same post Y . 


JN Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the qualifications 
w ei e recent 1\ revi*ed*and tl**se are t!ie new qualifications. 

. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware 

who determines these qualifications, whether it i« # tbe Public Service 
^Commission or the Government 'Department Y 

9 

Th. Hcm’W. Mr. TAMllUODIN KHANS Go*Anin«nt ’in 
sulfation with the Pdblic Service Commission. * 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hoa’ble Minister aware 
that there were several Indian candidates with the^ requisite qualifica- 
tions mentioned in 'this answer, e,£\, 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I interfere at this staqe Dr. Sanyt.1, and 
, point out that in the interests of the candidates you should not men- 
tion t[ie names. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to his answer (e) “None” if there was 
at least one candidate who has B.Sc. (Agriculture) which corresponds 
to a Diploma in Agriculture, who is a M.H.C.Y.S., who is a Ph.I). 
in Jenetics (Edinburgh ), w I»s» is a Professor of Hygiene in the Bihar 
Veterinary College. The knowledge of small stock and poultry and 
organizing and administrative ability, tljese are matters of opinion. 

1 cannot say 

Mr. SPEAKER • S<> tai as I understood you, you had been trying 

to know vv hetliei il was the Public Seivice Commission 01 ihe Gov- 
ernment that determines these nullifications Now T think you are 
going away from the point. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I got the answer to 
that question that it was “Government in (onsuliation with (he Pub- 
lic Sen ice Commission” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: lhese qualifications 
have been settled 1>\ the Government in consultation with the Public 
Sei v ice ( ommission. 

r 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With refereme to answer (n 
“None”, 1 would like to enquire if the Government ’s aware that 
there was at least one candidate answering all these qualifications? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the position is 
this. Applications are made before the Public Service Commission. 
The Commission do not send the list of all the candidates to Govern* 
iqtnt. They only send the names of those candidates recommended 
V*y them and if they do not find anyone tit for the post or posts, they 
simply intimate the Gov eminent that no qualified candidate was found. 

Dr. NALINAk«HA SANYAL; ' want to know if in this parti**"" 
cu’iar oas<* the Public Service Commission reported the cause of any 
candidate possessing the requisite qualifications, or they did simply 
say that they did not find any candidate suitable. 
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Tbt HonPMi Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, these are matters 
of detail and I w|nt notice. • 

Dr. NALINAKoHA 8ANYAL: V s it » fact, Sir, that an attempt 
is goflig on to ha\f» a European officer for this post and that is why 
the matter has been held hurli!' • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know of any 
such attempt. * 

• 

D* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: U the llon'hle Minister aware 
that the Secretary of his Department in his note on a file has mitten 
definitely that they want a European officer lot the post v 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It < »nnot he so. Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will \«»u please cnquiie and then 
*sa\ without saving at random “It cannot he so . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, l)i. V.nval. the proper Parhamentai \ 
form to prove it «is for you lo produce the note and show it to the 
Hon’hle M in islet tlaughtei*. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If >ou will please give me per- 
mission, Sit. I shall certainly do it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall then send the note to the Hon’hle 
* Minister t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answei {/>), wt?Ve 
the Ilon’ble •Minister says that the officers of the Bengal Government 
were debarred from applying for the post whereas the officers of 
other Govern life n ts were not so debarred, will he please state if he 
is aware that there was at least one gentleman in the Bengal Gov- 
eminent with the requisite qualifications!* 9 , 

Thi Hon’ble M* TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is not mv infor- 
mation, Sir. • 

Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYAL: That .* a fan. 

' . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid. I>r. Sauyal, you cannat in.iit on 
thi* a* the Hon’ble Minfcler ha» already Raid that tbi*'i* <*ot hi. 
information. % 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, here it is stated definitely 
that for the reason that none of thtf existing officers of this Govern- 
ment were eligible hot possessing the requisite qualifications that the 
advertisement was made. Now t hat is the definite reply. He has 
condemned all his officers. In view of tRat, without mentioning the 
name of the officer of the Bengal Goveftiment possessing those quali- 
fications, I wanted the Hon’ble Minister to make a declaration whether 
or not there is such an officer at the present moment. Without men- 
tioning the name I say that officer i* the present Deputy Director of 
the Veterinary Department who was4ormerly the Vice-Principal of the 
Agricultural College* 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 am not in the 

know of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Wi',1 the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the qualifications of the officiating Director of the 
Veterinary Department who wus recruited from the Central Provinces, 
a Muhammadan gentleman ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I frankly confess 
that 1 have not got an acismnt of the qualifications of that gentleman 
with me here. 


Mr. SPEAKER: N oi does the Hon'lde Ministei know the quali- 
fications of any one of us here. (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mnustei be 
pitched to state it ( io\ eminent is considering the desirability of gmng 
definite preference to Indian candidates if all the qualifications 
mentioned in the advertisement are not fulfilled by *u European 
candidate ? 

r 

The Hon M )la*Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* The poMtion is this I 
wish very lunch that a qualified Bengali should ha\e been available 
and failing a Bengali, u qualified Indian, and it wj»,s with that definite 
purpose that at first 1 did not agree to a proposal to advertise the post 
simultaneously both in India and in England l directed that the jvost 
should be advertised first of all in India only and if we failed t-o get a 
qualified Indian, then we might advertise both in India and abroad. 
That has been doite*\u»d if a* qualified Indian is found even now, he 
will certainly be given preference, and if neither a qualified European 
nor a qualified Indian is found, then the best Indian available may be 
appointed. 
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Dr. IIALINAKBHA 8ANYAL* With reference to the answer that 
is given, via., that iou did not agtee to the proposal mode, may we 
enquire who made tlat proposals • 

The4i0(t v bl6 Mr. |TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 d<»*m>t like to dis- 
close that. • # 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER. The Ilon'hle Minister is certuinh entitled to say 

that he is not prewired to disclose it. I think no legislature should 
enter into the question ot 1 leiKirtme 41 t.il matteis. Hv till convention, 

departmental matters are kept out ot parliamentary •d-.c ussion, 

• • 

Or. NALINAK8llA SAlfrAL: lie is an officer of the department , 
and in this particular case, I submit, m\ whole case stands on that 
basis , 

Mr. 8PEAKE&: After all. Dr. Sanyal, mn\ I tell \ou that you are 
nok living under a bureaucrat)* (io\enmient. Whaiever nun he the 
note of a departmental officer, however lughh placed he may he, the 
Hon’hle M inisteT only is respuiisihle *for the depul tnmut. and his 
comluct tan oql\ he yuestioned ami nolmdy else’**. 

GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

[The debate on the Itengul Agricultural Debtors i Amendment) Hill 
Wim resumed.] 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have finished all sections except sections 
15 and 15 A. 

Th. Hon’bl. |lr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, as 
regards 16A, l (rave notice of n short-nolicc ainemlinent eextenlny. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es; \ou nun move it, 

' Th. Hon’bl. Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: I f*jr to 
more that in sub-ckiftse (2)ta) of clause 15, for the word * ‘liability^ 
the following words shall he substituted, naiuelv : — 

“loan other than a loan recoverable as # a publicvj^nuind”. 

I submit that this is consequential in view of what the House ho* 
already done* in clause 2 wheA* they have excluded some of thl public 
demands from the operation of the Dq^)t Settlement Board. Following 
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that, I submit that it is necessary to include the amendment in clause 
15 A, sqb-clauae 2(a), in respect oi any loan/* otheT than a loan 
recoverable as a public demand. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we have 'disposed of all other amendments 
of clause 15 A. * 

The motion that clause 15A as amended stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

■» <t 

Claust 14, , 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will Itow take up clause 14. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In respect 
of clauses 14 and 15 1 submit that I would move short-notice amend- 
ments. With regatil to clause 14, 1 want just to introduce the woids 
“District Judge or an Additional Distric t Judge” who is the revisiopal 
authority in view of the dec ision which the House arrived at vesterdav 
with regard to clause 10(7). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Consequential 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: With your 
leave 1 would just mo\e that amendment first. 

1 beg to mo\e that for clause 14 the* following be substituted, 
namely : — 

In clause (c/) of section of the said Act after the words ‘"before 
u Board*’ the words “or an Appellate Officer or a District Judge or an 
Additional District Judge” be inserted. 

The reasons are apparent. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion that clause 14 as amended stand pait of the Bill, was 
then nut and agreed to. 


Clause 15. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, if is impossible just now 
apply our mind to the short-notice amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER* Suppose you get your brief at 10 o’clock an! 
you are to appear at 10410, what will you do then? Let us leave thy_ 
out for about half an hour. WhSit I can do is this. Now it is 5-10. 
The prayer interval comes after lit) minutes. If I adjourn the House 
til! iJbout 5-45, T think that will satisfy Mr. Datta. We will take up 
this amendment at 5-45. 
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Iff* iURENDRA HATH BIB WAS. Muy we submit short- no tioe 
amendments on thk amendment . v * 

Iff* SPEAKER.} If you do that, i, shall mimed lately accept them. 

(At this stage tie House n,’as adjournel for *10 minutes.) 

« 

(Afttr tul journmnit .) 

<# 

Mf. SPEAKER. It seems to mu* in view of the shoft-notiee amend- 
ment proposed by the Hon’blc Minister which I have 4utd au opportunity 
in the meunfime ongoing through it is not fair to the House to take 
it up immediately. This is*not the first time. I find that short -not ioe 
amendments have become the order of the day in this House. In any 
event, I think we should not ^discuss this important item at once hut 
should give an op{fortunitv to all sides of the House to inmsider its 
implications in detail. I shall certainly take it up biter either on 
Tyesday or Wednesday as will suit the convenience of Oo\ernment. 

Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN: «I would suggest that the mutter 
muy be taken # up on Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right 

The Bengal Jute Regulation Bill, 193S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, ! heg to introduce 
the Bengal -lute Regulation Bill, 1A39. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg also to move that 
the said Bill v referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Md. Israil, 

(2) Maulvi Azhar Ali, 

(3 } % Mr. A M. Abdul ffamid % 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, # 

(5) Mr. S. A. Salim, 

(6) Mr. 'Birat Chandra Mendel, 

<7) Mr. V A. M. Welker, 

(8) Mr. Sibnath Bon^rjee, 

(9) Mr. Cham Chandra Rot,* 

(10) Mr.'Shahed Ali, and* 

(11) the merer, * 
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with instruction to submit tbeir report by the 8th December, 1989, 
ami that the quorum of the Select Committee hef fixed at five. 

Sir, the problem of jute has been agitating the! minds of the leaders 
of the country for some time past, and }n presenting this Bill, I need 
not dilate upon the importance of the crop to the economic life of the 
province. The slump in the jute market, threatening the whole 
economic structure of Bengal with ruin, throw into bold relief the 
important part jute plays in the shaping of our economic destiny. Its 
monopoly Character and high commercial value have secured for it a 
pre-eminent position in the contexture of our national resources. 
Unfortunately, Sir, despair hyd _ loomed large before the grower in 
recent years and cart loacTiTof raw jute passing "ort of his hovel failed 
to leave back any ray of cheer and hope at his door. As is perhaps 
known to the members of this House, maladjustment between supply 
and demand, the lack of any organized effort on the part of the culti- 
vators to put up a bold stand against adverse circumstances, and 
various other factors connected with trade in jute, over which the 
grower has little or no control, combined to put the economic value of 
jute at a discount and brought about the catastrophic fall in prices in 
1980, which persisted during succeeding years. Various remedies have 
been suggested from time to time from various quarters to bring about 
an improvement in this deplorable state of things; but I may perhaps 
say without fear of contradiction that all are ugr*»ed in the view that 
the first thing necessary to restore jute to a profitable level and to 
achieve stability of the market is to bring the scale of supply of raw 
jute into harmony with the world's demand. Kver since the onset of 
the period of slump, the Government of Bengal have been making 
serious attempts to bring about this adjustment and thereby to secure 
to the grower a fair and steady price for jute. The Bengal Jute 
Knquiry Committee appointed by them to in\estigate the problem of 
jute submitted their report in 1988. The Committee found that the 
supply of raw jute was such that it could not adjust »tself to demand 
at u price ouleuluted to bring normal profit to the rui\at. As a remedial 
measure, the Committee discarded the suggestion of compulsory restric- 
tion, as they hoped that the cultivator as a Ivody was definitely open 
to 'earnm and logic of events and that a i -heme of voluntary restriction 
would be sufficient to achieve the adjustment of supply to demand. In 
accordance with the recommendation of the Committee, a eompreben- 
"ViMe campaign for the voluntary restriction of iute was launched by 
Government in 1984 and various methods of propaganda were adopted 
to advise the cultivator regarding the amount of jute to be sown and 
generally regarding matters that were thought to be of economic 
benefit to the raiyat. • 

The experience of the last five years^ with the scheme of voluntary 
restriction has, however, unfortunately belied the hopes entertained by 
the Committee in regard to the scheme of voluntary restriction. Despite 
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the best efforts of all concerned in the organisation of the campaign, 
the cMred result ©ould not be athieved to the fullest extent, chiefly 
due to a lack of concerted effort on the part of ttfe growers to reduce 
the cultivation of Jjute according to ^the advice of the Government. 
On the other hand.ynanv were actuated bv t he suicidal policy of steal* 
ing a march over their neighbours and tfcus injure*! the common object* 
Notwithstanding this fact, however, it cannot be denied that ttys pro- 
longed and oonsistent campaign hud an immense educative value. 
Because of it the peasantry are far more familiar to-day, than before 
with the principles of supply ai*l demand, the movement of jute 
through various stages from the field to the polls, 4he possibilities and 
economic vtflue of substitute crops ami various other matters pertain- 
ing to agriculture. The dissemination of all this knowledge among the 
masses has been in itself no small achievement and has amply repaid 
the oost and labour involved in this campaign. 

Since the assumption of office by the present Ministry the question 
has been engaging their most serious attention. They felt that the 
jffoblem of jute needed further investigation in order to enable them 
to chalk out a line of action calculated to provide a speedy relief to the 
raiyat. They therefore appointed a ( omimttee last year to go into the 
matter in all* its aspects. 

Meanwhile, the price of jute was being unjustifiably depressed 
chiefly, i believe, through the manipulations of speculators and other 
interested people. With a view to arrest this downward tendency un 
Ordinance was promulgated ensuring that the price of lulled jute did 
not fall below Its. Iff) in the market of the East India .lute Association 
commonly known as the “Fatko market” or in other similar markets 
which deal in raw jute futures. 

' The immediate necessity of regulating supply in accordance wii|^ 
demand was at the same time weighing with the Ministry. They 
gave the fullest cdb si deration to all aspects of the scheme of voluntary 
restriction an?l came to the conclusion that the time had come for a 
parting of ways* They were convinced of the necessity provide for 
legislative measures to regulate the growing of jute pnd, as a pre- 
requisite to the regulation sto have an accurate record of *land wider 
jute in any year prefared. As ft was necessary to fix up the plan of 
action in good time Ivfore the next sAwing season, it was not possible 
to wait further forsthe recommendations of the Committee of KnffVff^ 
appointed tyst year, and we decided to arrange for the preparation of 
the records of lands on which jute was grown in with a view to 

^introducing a scheme of compulsory' regulation in 

• 

At this stage, Sir, the war clouds that were hanging o*er Europe 
for some time, burst and changed the whole aspect* of things. ,Cal- 
culations baaed on noftnal years are liable to be upset in such abnormal 
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times, expectations made to-day are liable to be belied to-morrow. 
Faced with this uncertainty we have to reconsider ithe whole position. 
Public opinion on Hhis question also seems to have undergone some 
change in the course of the last few months. \ Befeore the outbreak of 
the war opinion was overwhelmingly in favour ff restriction * of the 
, next year’s crop. But in th$ wake of the outbreak of the war and 
the ripe in prices many who were ere long in favour of restriction have 
begun to entertain doubt about the wisdom of enforcing restriction in 
the coming ^ear. There is, however, a third view that although 
restriction may mot be advisable i# the present circumstances it will 
be most unwise to allow things to take their own course. J^eft to 
themselves, tempted by the prevailing high prices the cultivators will 
in all likelihood produce a much larger crop in the coming year. 
Before the new crop is brought to the market or soon after, the demand 
for jute may be substantially reduced either on account of possible 
cessation of hostilities or the interplay of other economic factors. In 
circumstances like this over-production co-existing with substantial 
reduction in demand may again cause a catastrophic slump in the 
jute market, the result of which will be disastrous to Bengal. It will 
take u long time to recover from that unenviable position. This third 
view therefore favours at least the regulation though igjt necessarily 
restriction of t lie crop in the coming year. According to this view 
production may even be increased if the anticipated demand justifies 
such a com se, but it must be a regulated increase and not ad indiscri- 
minate one. In view of these considerations we have decided to wait 
and study the trend of circumstances before taking any definite step 
towards the regulation of the crop of that year. In any case, however, 
the value of an accurate record of jute lands in any year remains 
unaffected, as such a record will provide a reliable index with refer- 
ence to which the growing of jute in future years can be increased ot 
restricted as circumstances demand. The Bengal Jute Regulation 
Ordinance, 1939, was accordingly promulgated and' elaborate arrange- 
ments have been made for the preparation of as accurate a record as 
possible of the lands on which jute was cultivated m the year 1939. 
The matter waa one of extreme urgency as the whole complicated 
operation .has to be completed before tint commencement of the next 
sowing of jute. At the same time, it is thought advisable to be fore- 
armed with statutory powers to regulate the cultivation of jute in 
M&]^r thut there may be no loss of time in applying them when a final 
decision is eventually arrived at as to whether the 1940 crop 1mm to be 
increased or restricted according to the demand. 

I may be periUtted to mention in this connection, Sir, that fhouglP" 
Government have made their decision in favour of compulsory regula- 
tion, tk educative features of the campaign for voluntary sch eme will 
not bt discarded. The cultivators will as hitherto he furnished 
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with information regarding currei^ prices, trend of the market, simple 
law® of economics Vas affecting the jute business, wtc. As announced 
in the communiqm£iissued in August last, they will also be encouraged 
to takg to the cultivation of .substitute and economic crops as a mean® 
to augment their income and thereby to increase their capacity to hold # 

their jute till a favourable market is available. 

• • 

This, Sir, are briefly the circumstances leading to the preparation 
of the Bengal Jute Regulation Bill. The demand for compulsory 
powers in this respect that has been made from tiihe to time by a 
sectioiq of the public or their representatives in fliis House has also 
urged us in taking the present measure. The first part of the Bill j 
relutes to the preparation of an accurate record of jute lands and I 
follows the lines of the main provisions of the Bengal Jute Regulation' 
Ordinance, 1 9 - 19 . The second part relutes to the Regulation of t lie* 
growing of juty in future \cars. The provisions in this part will 
enable Government to adjust the supply of raw jute to the demand 
of the world b\ declaring before tin* sowing season of any year that 
the area upon which the next crop may be sown shall be* regulnted 
and the extent of such regulation. This declaration will be based on 
due consideration qf stocks at the end of the season and u forecast 
of the demand. Thereupon on the* basis of the prepared record allot- 
ment will be made* to individual growers, through the agency of locul 
Committees, of specific areas on which tin* cultivation of jute in the 
seamm immediately following will be permitted under licence. It i® 
hoped that this will reduce the maladjustment between supply and 
demand to the minimum and the cultivator will be ussured of a fuir 

and stable market. 

• 

With these words. Sir, I commend iny motion lor the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Sir, cruft 

*fl Wtltl*— »r*4ct% C*ctr Cl Jute Enquiry Committee CttClfjpWa C«l 

ett* f«*tt ftittta fr al ? <•« f?Ci trt.W <?t f«nr£T cqp*idcr crttl 

publish* erruetr fr n ? . • 

, Hr. SPEAKER 8 # The Hon’ble Minister will give ^iis reply Wt&F* 

MftUlvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKARl Mr. Speaker. Sir, I beg to 
jaove that the Bill be cijculated for the .purpose td*^liciting opinion 
thereon by the l*t April, 1940. * * # 

Sir, I more thi® amendment because I consider the* Bill a® Conceived 
at present totally unnecessary and distinctly harmful to the country 
considering the present condition of the market fon jute. Thdbgh the 
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word “Regulation** appears on the JJill, the Bill ap it is drafted will 
rather help to restrict the cultivation of jute and tut impediments to 
the cultivator in various ways. For example, the agriculturists will 
hove to take licence from the authorities appointedj.by the Collector, at 
the same time he will have to pay, taxes. Licence fee practi- 
cally is an indirect taxation on the poor agriculturists of 
the cdhntry. On the other hand, Sir, as the matter stands it present 
there is no necessity of a Bill of this nature. The war has changed 
the condition of. the world. The importance of jute has grown very 
much. Sandbars that are being manufactured from jute are now the 
only means of protecting the belligerent countries from*uir ‘attack. 
As we see, the plan of war as expressed by 'the belligerent countries is 
to conduct it at least for five' years and nobody knows whether some 
other neutral countries will be implicated in it or not. England is 
ordering consignment after consignment of gunny -bags and the jute 
mills are now' raising the hours of work day by day td meet the grow- 
ing demand. If this condition lasts for some time, and as I submitted 
some other neutral countries may be implicated in the w*ar, there wull 
t)e a great demand for jute, and I am afraid, Bengal will not be able 
to supply the jute or the gunny bags that will in* required. As I sub- 
mitted before sand-bags are the only protective measures against air 
attack and it is practically taken us a defensive weapon. 

Besides this, Sir, even in normal conditions there is no ground for 
going to aim pie restriction of jute. The Indian Central Jute Com- 
mittee Report published this year says that during the last three years 
there was practically shortage of jute in the world maiket. In 1936- 
37, the report says, there were only 109 lakhs of bales of jute produced 
f in India whereas in that year the consumption was 143 lakhs of bales. 
JUt 1937-38. 1(H) lakhs of bales of jute were produced and the consump- 
tion was 107 lakhs of hales. In 1938-39 only 95 lakhs of bales of jute 
have been produced, and everybody knows that the demand has grown 
due to the outbreak of the war, and nobody knows w'here it will end 
and w’hut amount of jute will be required due to war conditions. 

Another thing is urged before us son*. time* that the Indian jute 
mills generally get vast reserves of jute in their factories. But un- 
fortunately, for them, the saint* Indian Central Jute Committee 
IpP'T’. says that during the last three years, they practically con- 
sumed more jute than they bought. For example, in th* year 1935- 
36 they bought 47 *T lakhs of bales of jute, hut they consumed 68 -9 
lakhs of t)ales. vNext veer, 1936417 they bought 63 '5 lakhs o^, 
bales of jute, while they consumed 70*6 lakhs of bales, and in the 
next yc^r 1937418 they purc hased only Q6 lakhs of bales while they 
manufactured 75*4 lakhs of bales. The net reajilt is that during the 
last throe years there was practically no reserve in the lactones of* the 
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jute mill owners. Now, if in normal conditions restriction is not 
necessary, then in ^ar conditions, hs 1 submitted, it will l be absolutely 
harmful to the cauge of the country. Again, as I submitted, during 
the last three years lute mills manufactured more jute goods than they 
bough t*raw jute, an# this year they have increased their activities. 

The bulletin of the Central Jute Committee for the month of November* 
says “that one-third of the working hours of the jute mills associated 
with the Indian Jute Mills Association is now estimated to be given 
over entirely to the fulfilment of the contracts for saml^hngs placed 
by the British Government very re^ntly." In Sept em tar the accept- 
ance of* Government sand-hag orders necessitated mills extending the 
working (hours, first from 40 hours to 46 hours per week and later to 
54 hours per week, with all looms working full hours. The latest order 
placed with the Indian Jute Mills Association was on the 28th October 
for five hundred millions of ‘hags when very limited loom space was 
available. This necessitated a further increase of working hours to 00 
hours per week of which it is estimated that 20 hours are now entirely 
dAoted to the British Government order. The activities of the Jute 
mills and the demand of jute are, I submit, things which practically 
make this kind of legislation now totally unnecessary. 

Finally, &r, thd report of t he Jute Committee appointed by Gov- 
ernment recently is not yet published, and what it* opinion is we do 
not know# Without knowing the result of that jute enquiry it will be 
very difficult to estimate whether restriction will he necessary at all 
oi not. No doubt our Party and the whole Opposition were tniug for 
fixing a minimum price of jute, and restriction as a necessary corollary 
to it. But here the Bill as drafted only aims at restricting or regulat- 
ing the cultivation of jute without at the same time fixing u minimum 
price for it. Not even a single syllable is to he found or indication • 
given that in the near future Government will try to fix the minimum* 
price. No doubt they have passed some ordinances fixing jute future* 
at Its. 30 percale, but that is quite out of the murk now. As world 
conditions stand,*! think jute futures will never reach such a tattoro 
price as Ks. 3(i. In that ordinance also nothing has ta»% said uhout 
loose j^te with which the cultivators are directly concerted.# it layout 
wide experience, Sir, that after the war when the country will settle 
down there will be trade boom. After tjie last war the price of jute shot 
yp to Its. 30 per maund and if this war is prolonged that kind of thi US*- 0 
will repeat itself anti if restriction on the cultivation dT jute is madt* 

I submit, Bengal will not fee able to supply jute which will he required 
at that time. After the war there will he attempts by the jute mill 
Owners to lower the price*of jute in .order to ensure ftwir better profit. # 
So the thing necessary now is to &x the minimum price of jute so tfcat 
after the war or even during the war the jute mill owners #bo b&ve 
became practically now the monopoly buyers cannot’ suppress the price 
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of jute. Very recently it has been reported in papers that these jute 
mill owners, these four white genfiemen on my feft entered into an 
uugentlemanly agreement of not buying jute abovp a particular price. 
That haa been given up only day before yesterday! and as soon as they 
gave up that agreement the price of jute shot up*to Rs. 108 per bale, 
' that is of rxiurse regarding jute futures. The report says: “There 
was % sudden rise in the price of jute and hessians in the' Calcutta 
market to-day the former having increased by about Rs. 12 per bale 
and the latter by about Its. 1-8 per 100 yards. This, it is stated, is 
the result of the Jute Mills Association having revoked to-day the 
general agreement' (which I term as an ungentlemanly* agreement, 
entered into by gentlemen), which was arrived at .among its members 
about a week ago not to make further purchase's of jute from the 
Calcutta market for the present. ” Now I submit, Sir, if you only 
regulate jute cultivation, and if you only depend oy the law of supply 
and demand you betray all knowledge of present day trade conditions. 
When monopoly buyers or monopoly manufacturers exist, the law of 
supply and demand does not apply in conditioning the price ot nhv 
commodity. On account of the parachute and magnetic bomb other 
countries practically have stopped exporting jute. The only monopoly 
buyers at present in India are the Indian jute mill Owners. They 
manufacture sand hags and export them on convoy system. If these 
gentlemen take into their bruins to enter into any agieement they will 
be able us they did, last week to suppress the price of jute, setting at 
naught the so-called law of supply and demand. Unless and until the 
present Ministry cun convince me that they have got sufficient control 
over the white gentlemen there on my left (The Uon’ble Mr. Tvmiz- 
UW>in Khan: They are nearer to you.) from entering into an u,n- 
gentlemanly agreement in order to suppress the priee of jute, I submit 
,be hus no euse to regulate jute in the unsettled conditions of the 
market. 


So l submit that this Hill is quite untimely and uuUeoessarv. It 
i 8 ill-conceived and it is ill-advised, and at the saint it will he quite 
harmtul to The cause of the countrv and to the agriculturists, the 
growers ot jute. So this Hill should not^be taken into con sierra t ion 
at present. It ran he circulated for public opinion for the time being. 
Let us watch the condition of, the market arn^ the condition of the 
anything occurs subsequently, then we fpay take to legisla 
tarn of this nature. And finally I submit, Sir, that we wanted brtwd 
and we are given stone. We wanted to raise the price of jute by 
fixing the minimum value, hut unfortunately the Government now 
without doing that is indirectly taxing the poor agriculturists. There*" 
•hall be ommiitteea the members for which will be nominated solely 
by ^he Id strict Magistrate who will be another Tiar in modern times 
aad to that committee the agriculturist* will have to apply by paying 
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the prescribed fee and I fear, Home salami too. And the agriculturist* 
in that way instead of getting tht^r legitimate prices will have to pay 
tax in the alternative. ThAt is the sum-total of the gain which the 
agriculturists may fee t from this kind, of legislation. Therefore with 
these ftemarks, Sir, II commend my motion to the House for its kind 
acceptance. (Applause from the Opposition Benches.) 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr S|mak*r. Sir, 1 Mg to move 
that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 31st March. 1940. I would have most gladly supported the 
motion»of Mj. Abu Hossain Sarkar but I would like to have a date other 
than the first April* 1940, fe»r obvious reasons, and therefore I move my 
motion and I suggest the 3Nt March, 1940. If my esteemed friend 
Maulvi Abu ihw*ain Sarkar accepts this date, probably it would be con- 
venient tor the House to vote on one motion only. But for the change 
in this date both the motions are absolutely similar. 

1 propose this circulation on grounds not exactly the Name as those 
put forward by my esteemed friend, because 1 and the Party to which 
I belong do believe in Government'* taking a Mid policy in the interest 
of the tenants of the country We welcome the departure of the 
present Ministiy in* regard to such matteis especially when we notice 
that the interests that are usually found to control uud guide the 
Cabinet #re not in a position to influence their decision in bringing 
forward a legislation of this character. It may be noted that we have 
been all along insisting u]*ui some legislative measures to 
regulate the production of pile and we have been always criticising 
the Government’s former policy of voluntary lestriction, becuuse we 
had felt that without proper legislative action the desired result would 
never la* obtained. But, Sir, at the same time, when a measure of • 
this importance is ushered before the House, it is only fit and proper 
that we should devote ample consideration to all the problems that are 
likely to ariw^*and we should try to guard against every possible pit-fall 
in pushing such a piece of law for the land. 1 submit that enougfb 
attention has not been bestowed on the various proHiaiu* connected 
with the regulation of jute and the fixation of a minimum price of 
raw jtfle for the growers atfd therefore 1 am constrained to movft my 
motion. 

• * 

• The primary object of introducing this Bill ha* been mention*! 
be to secure to the grower a fair and steady price for his pr&luri. 
With this object we are in entire agreement. But, Sir, studying the 
Bill in its present form I fail to be convinced itf^the possibility of 
"^•ecuring this primary rfbject through the proposed* measure. Th# * 
difficulties that have occurred to me are as much on theoretical and 
scientific grounds as on grounds of practical possibility and Vimioi#- 
trmWve convenience. » , i 
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Id order to raise the price or rather to secure a fair price lor the 
grower, it is proposed, first, to havfe an enumeration of all jute land 
in the province. Secondly, to prohibit the growing of jute except 
through a licence. Thirdly, it- is suggested that j Government should 
take power to fix a quota for a particular year’s production on tlfe basis 
f of an estimated world demand <and certain penalties have been proposed 
to he imposed for failure on the part of the cultivators to -accede to 
Government’s directions. I feel that in all these different proposals 
there ought 'to he very much more study and a very much intensive 
thought given ahd we should not f?ush a legislation of this character 
before all the possible dangers have been examined and provided for. 


Examining each of these proposals one by one I •would like to draw 
your attention to some of the pit-falls that hove just occurred to me 
and I am sure many more of such pit-falls will be discovered when 
some greater degree of attention is bestowed upon the provisions. 


With regard to the first proposal for an enumeration of jute land, 

1 feel that the manner in which this enumeration or recording is pro- 
posed to he conducted by a large number of ill-paid, temporary, ad boo 
enumerators .spread all <>\er the Province having been brought 
from different regions and sent to parts not known to those respective 
enumerators tihemselves is not satisfactory. The system that has now 
been under experiment bristles with great difficulties. I fear that 
there will be always a tendency on the part of the rural people', because 
after all human intentions are the same everywhere in the rural areas 
as much as in the towns, for over-statement and it would be practically 
impossible for these ill-paid young enumerators to judge for themselves 
con cells how fur theie 1ms been am ul tempt :it over-statement. If t lie 
help of loral union hoanl meml»ers or othei such officers is sought, 
there is no knowing whether smh advice would not be given in the 
Interest or self-interest of particular individuals, parties or groups. 

It is also unfortunate that in some parts attempts mey be made to have 
recourse to questionable means for having records made -which are not 
quite consistent witth facts. Even if the enumeration is capalble of 
being properly made, the enumeration will have to be changed every 
year and Doin' time to time, because the preus of plots that would lie 
under examination would themselves .probabh change and the plots of 
land under cultivation of jute also would certainly change from time 
time. 

* In* the second place, if we pass on to the question of issue of 
licence, 1 for myself fail to understand how it would be administra- 
tively possible for District Magistrates or for officers under the District 
Magistrates of rfiffioient responsibility to have licenses issued to^ 
•numerable* number of our peasantry consistent with justice and fair- 
play within a short period of about 2 to 3 months. This duty waould 
therefore most certainly be laid as has been proposed in tbe Bill in4taa 
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bands ill union committees and how those union committees will be 
constituted and to frhat extent thbse union committees will remain 
above influence andVcorruption are yet to lie seen. 

Thijily, when th| questioy of estimating world demand comes, and 
fixing of quota on the basis of ^uch world demand, as has been propos- 
ed in the Bill, has to be considered by Government, I do not yet know * 
with whaf magic knowledge the Government of Bengal will bw in a 
position to judge world demand in the month of January for thi 
probable consumption of the world from July aud August *bf the next 
year # 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: They will go to Bhatpara to 
find out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They will have to take the help 
of astrologers as my esteemed friend to the left suggests; because if it 
was possible otherwise surely the machinery of businessmen would 
not leave that possibility unexplored. So 1 feel that all that the 
Government would be in a position to do would be to have their own 
ideas about wVit sihAuld be done for the following year and those ideas 
of their own must necessarily 1h> guided by political considerations. 
We unde$ the present constitution arc fully aware of the limitations of 
democracy in the matter of estimating things which require expert 
knowledge, and surely tin* Government would not take upon themselves 
such a serious responsibility which may upset the whole economic life 
of the province. Sir, each of the-u* proposals thus appears to be brist- 
ling with insujH* ruble difficulties. Apart from these difficulties there 
are also difficulties in the first place due to the fact that intensive culti- 
vation has not l>een properly attended to or the influence of intensive 
cultivation has not l>eet» duly examined. If, for example, the Govern- 
ment propose Jjb bring down cultivation in acreage by 20 per cent, there 
is no knowing that through better manuring, letter seeds, more inten- 
sive attention to agriculture and better irrigation arrangements, crop# 
would not be obtained very much more than the 20 per ^ent, sought to 
be restricted. There is rfue^the danger of seasonal fluctuations upset- 
ting all calculation. We in Bengal are fully aware horn' from year to 
year the crop on the wame plot varies* sometimes from between 3 to 4 
Inaunds per bigha to about 7 to 8 maunds, if not tqpre, per highwf**‘ 
Where is that capable astrologer who can calculate in advance* whit 
would be the seasonal conditions in March, April and May when the 
^Government will have their restriction scheme prepared in January or 
February f I fail to understand, bow this difficulty can be overcome. 
There are also difficulties dtje to the fact tbat in order to otftain better 
yield of the crop provision must l>e made for rotation'of crops. If*y<nt 

allow licence on the basis of a particular plot this year and confine that 

* . 
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licence to that particular plot from year to yqar, undoubtedly the 
quality of yield that land will go down. If jtau allow licence on 
the basis of individual persons, and allow them to cl&nge their land from 
year to year the gentlemen or the agriculturists concerned may jjjell out 
their land and yet possess a licence the privilege of which they may 
• transfer to some other persons as is done usually under the restriction 
scheme for tea. The tea quota is often sold out as you mayT>e aware. 
These are obvious practical difficulties that have got to be accounted for 
before a legislation of this serious character is pursued. There may be 
difficulties also Hue to the accumulation of unknown reserves in hand. 
Moreover a very -serious difficulty is likely to result if other provinces 
than Bengal, namely, Assam, Bihar and Orissa in particular, which 
also grow jute, do not come under the same restriction sehemd as we 
seek to propose. What would then be the result 'i The result would be 
that while we in Bengal would have restriction we will have at the cost 
of the agriculturists of Bengal advantage given to the- agriculturists of 
tlhc neighbouring provinces. Therefore, it is very neecssary that the 
other provinces should Ik* roped in before this legislation is actually 
put on the anvil. It is, of course, not the intention of either myself 
or those of my way of thinking, that Government should give up tho 
proposed restriction scheme for these difficulties, but all that I want to 
submit is that some of these, if not all of these, which ure capable of 
being bandied properly and managed for should first be so arranged so 
that these difficulties may not stand in the way of actually effecting 
the restriction desired. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: How long will you take, Dr. Sanyal!' Since you 
have been speaking I have got a list of seven members of your group 
1 who want to speak. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, I shall try *to finish in 
another six minutes. a 

There is also another important topic of the question which has got 
to lr considered in this Bill. A proposal* is made to arm Government 
with the jwwer to fix the quota foV a particular year. We are all 
aware how Governments ure liable to be influenced in a matter of thin 
'"’"YharActer. Ev^p as it is now, with a little power under the (trdinanre 
that the present Government possesses, we have practical demonstra- 
tions of how the market is definitely raised and how the market goes 
down with the slightest flutter from the Ministerial camp about their • 
probable interference in the Futka Market, and prices have fluctuated 
from between Rs. and Rs. 108. Of course, the whole of this may not 
be due to the interference of Government, but surely a very large part 
of the fluctuations do take place with inspirations obtained from 
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ministerial quarters. If Government retain such a power and no expert 
body is entrusted* with expert# investigation into the problems 
connected therewityi, I am sure the power wifi be abused and 
the effect on the market will be not to ^steady the market, but to makr 
the market more unready than what it has been ever before. For the 
laws of Economics would bring down tl^e fluctuation very much more » 
effectively than what a Government ukase would do at a particular 
moment under the present circumstances in the present constitution of 
our Cabinet. I would submit that the least that Government can do 
is to wait till the jute report is published and that report is projierly 
studied^ and investigated into, ami till Government formulate their 
recommendation* on the basis of that report. I submit that without a 
comprehensive study of the* whole situation a piece- meal legislation 
should not lie attempted. Government should try to tackle all the 
problems connected with the jute prices simultaneously. These prob- 
lem* have been stated to l>e problems connected with the improvement 
of the prices of jute, regulation of production of raw jute according to 
changes in the demand and various other factors of production and 
removal of imperfections. In each of these fields considerable scope 
remains for Governmental action. It cannot Ik* denied that the price 
of jute must J>e dependent upon the priee of the manufactured articles 
of jute. After all. *hc demand of jute is all derived from the demand 
for the manufactured articles from jute. Therefore, it should not be 
impossible for Government to see that the price of manufactured 
articles which practically will lie obtained from a monopoly of this 
province may he so fixed and determined ns may enable the jute growers 
to get a stead) and fair price for all times to come. In the course of 
some previous occasion 1 gave an indication of an alternative policy. 
That altcrnathe polic\ would lie based not on the attempt tit regulation 
of jute growing only hut the principal basin of that would In* to 
control the jute mills in particular, u» has been done in fact in the ease** 
of sugar. The miyowriers must have to he first controlled and tJho 
system of licensing the mills must first he contemplated before, or, 
probably ut the s^me time that the growing of jute by the ngrieiilturists 
is sought to be controlled, bemu*e unless you control thousand you try 
to have some kind of influence over jute mills themselves whiyare practi- 
cally t\e monopolistic purchasers, of raw jute, it would be absolutely 
impossible for you to provide fail; prices. All sorts of means 
gentlemanly and ungentleman ly might be resorted to and all attempt*^ 
at steadying the price and improving the price might M set at naught 
There are <ft the present moment only two groups of purchasers in 
the province — one group is, of course, the Indian jute mill owners 
and the other group is the exporters of jute. For .each of these 
groups Government can, if they' so like, have a licensing, system — 
(Here the member reached his time-limit and was allowed ^wo 
minutes to intsh his tpeech.) 
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Therefore, I submit that, if Government really wanted to Lave 
effective interference with the juter industry itf * the interest of the 
growers and if the£ want to have a bold policy/ let them start on 
all fronts at the same time, let them start with the control of jute 
mills, let them also control t lie jute pvoductionf in the villages, let 
, them have control over the jnarketing of jute, over the financing of 
jute and over warehousing and regulating the markets. Let. them also 
have economic jute stores for storing surplus jute that will be grown in 
a particular year. Without sudh arrangements it would be impossible 
to have any improvement in the p^jce of jute by mere restriction in the 
cropped area. As* I have shown, it would probably be unwise^to force 
such a piece of legislation in a hurry in this manner. I therefore submit 
that the lion 'hie Minister in charge will Hake a little more time, so 
that he may come prepared with a comprehensive scheme for Tackling 
the problem from ail sides. Nothing will be lost in waiting for 
another three or four months. Because in this particular year, as you 
are all awure, there would be no problem of jute restriction. On the 
other hand, there may be rather a problem of finding out how best 
can take ample advantage of the market conditions created by the war. 
I submit, Sir, that let us wait for another three months and Heavens 
won’t full. As it is now conceived the Bill is more likely to he a Bill 
for compulsory jute production rather than compulsory jute restriction, 
because the cultivators will ulways have this in view tlhat unless they 
produce sufficient quantity of jute in a particular area, in a year the 
next year they may not get facilities for producing jute in that area. 
Thus there wfil be compulsory production of jute even if the price is low 
instead of securing control of jute production. That is a very unfor- 
tunate situation and I would like the Hon ’hie Minister to examine all 
these points before he comes forward with a Bill of this character. Let 
him give us a comprehensive scheme covering all assets of the ques- 
* tion at the same time. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I aW support the 
motion for circulation of the Bill, but my reasons arc other than those 
advanced by its mover. Sir, 1 want circulation not as it is done ordin- 
arily to l)jstrict Boards, Municipalities, or public bodies or important 
public men, but I want this Bill tq be circulated to the jute-growers 
themselves in whose interests (government propose’ to make this law. 
-JOj 1 ask tin* Hon’ble Minister whether he has by this time cared to 
Jfnow the opinion of the jute-growers, whether he is satisfied that the 
jute-growers will be contented with this piece of legislation, I tnean 
mere regulation for production of jute? Has he ever seriously thought 
of the jute problem P Sir, I am afraid neither the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Agriculture nor any other member of the Cabinet ever 
cared to consider the jute problem. Had 'i t been so, the most important 
feature of the problem would have come to their sight before anything 
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alee. Whit ia that moat important feature of the problem? Sir, that 
is tha want of holding power o( jute-growers. It i* not the over- 
p reduction of jute but the want of holding powei^of the jute •growers 
which harms them most. Sir, last year in 19,18 the floods restricted 
the production of Jute by reducing if to 66 per cent, of the normal 
production and also to 66 pci* cent, of the normal demand; but may, 

I ask tl^p Hon’ble Minister what was the price which the growers 
obtained last year? The members of this House know that almost 96 
per cent, of the jute passes out of the bauds of the jute-growers during 
the months of August, Septemlve^and October, und invariably every 
year the price of raw jute is kept depressed during # these three months. 

It is ficcauie of the want of their holding power that the poor jute- 
growers are forced to sell the jute during these three months at a 
price dictated by the purchasers. So this is the problem of all 
problems. If you tackle the problem of jute, you must first tackle 
the problem of the want of holding power of the jute-growers. Sir, 

I say, as far as* I know the mind of the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
Agriculture, that he was also of the opinion that there should be 
simultaneous provisions for regulation of production, financial arrange- 
ments to increase the holding power of the jute-growers, and fixation 
of minimuu^ price; these three things should be taken in hand simul- 
taneously, so that *better price might be ensured to the jute-growers. 
That was his opinion while he was not a Minister. Now I find. Sir, 
that he 4ms changed that opinion. Then, Sir, I find (hut behind this 
Bill there is the hand of the Indian -lute Mill* Association. ((Vies 
of “hear, hear” from the Coalition Benches.; Please hear me and 
then you will realize why I have said so. Government being pressed 
by the members of the Coalition Party whom they ure afraid of, had 
been thinking of bringing in some measure in order to increase the 
price of jute. Government knew that mere regulation of production 1 
would not do, that some other measures were to be adopted, minimurj 
prices were to b^ fixed, and simultaneous establishment of regulated 
markets wills warehouses all over the jute-growing areas, with finan- 
cial arrangement to advance money to the jute-growers against jute 
stored in those warehouses were necessary. Government knew that; 
but % when they consulted the opinion of the Eurrtpesyi members 
representing the Indian Jute M^lls Association, they were found to be 
in favour of regulation of production only and not of anything else. 

# That is the reason why this isolated measure has been brought 
Government to-night. Sir, I am u rnemtar of ihh Jute Enquiry 
Committee* and I can tell the House that our report has l»een finished 
and signed, but unfortunately it ban not been printed and published 
yet. It could bare been published, even a' week earlier. In that report t 
we have recommended simultaneous provisions for regulation of produc- 
tion of jute, for establishment of regulated markers with warelymees 
all over jute-growing areas in the province, for fixation of minimum 
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price ac financial arrangement* as I have said before. These 

are our recommendations. But Government bring? in this piece-meal 
legislation only to leep it consistent with the greatest common measure 
of agreement with the European group. The members representing 
the Indian Jute Mills Association in our* Jute Coinmittee agreed with 
t us up to the stage of regulation of production and opposed tooth and 
nail the other provisions. The European Group are in favQur of the 
provision for regulation of production only (cries of “shame, shame” 
from the Congress Benches), and that is the reason wfoy this piece- 
meal legislation has come before i[§. 

Now, Sir, the'Hon’ble Minister has told us that there € will be 
regulation of production of jute in the next year t and not this year. 
1 ask the members of the Coalition Party, do the jute-growers want 
mere regulation of production without the fixation of the minimum 
price, without establishment ot regulated markets with warehouses and 
sufficient arrangements for advancing money against jute that they 
may store in the warehouses, so that they may get advances instead 
of selling their jute at a low price in the months of August, September 
and October? Sir, wherever we have gone during our tour the jute- 
growers wanted us not merely to regulate the production, but the> 
also wanted the fixation of minimum price and an organisation b> 
which they could be advanced money against jute which they might 
be enabled to store in the warehouse of that organisation instead oi 
selling it. outright, so that at the proper time the stored jute might 
be sold at a better price, and the balance of the price alter deduction 
of costs might be given to the jute-growers by that organization. I 
should repeat, and I trust it bears repetition, that the jute-growers want 
a provision so that their holding power may be increased and they ma\ 
be ensured of a better price for jute. Regulation ol cultivaiton alone 
will not satisfy them; and I believe that if Government pass this 
legislation alone and do nothing else the jute-growers will go against 
them. If, however. Government want to bring this legislation in the 
interests of the jute-growers, they should first circulate this Bill to 
the jute-growers and tell them that Government w«nt to pass this 
measure alone and not to do anything else. If Government say that. 
I am sure 'that no jute-grower will agrea to this Bill being passed. 
So. Sir, I submit that befoA* referring this Bill to a Select Committee, 
as Government have [imposed, this Bill should be referred to the public 
•deluding the jute-growers. Let a copy of this BiH be translated and 
printed in Bengali and circulated in all villages as other government 
leaflets are Wing distributed, and let us wait for three or four months. 
Let us see what the jute-growers themselves say about this Bill. As 
. the Hon’ble Minister has just now told us tha\ regulation is not going 
to take pla<ee this year, why is the hurry for referring the Bill to the 
Selert Cdbamittee. Why do they not circulate the Bill to the Jute- 
growers and have their opinion? I am sure if Government #i!l 
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circulate the Bill to the jutc-gro%en*. they will once discard it. 
They will not accept it. They want bread and Government are giving 
them stone. I shall not say anything jnore than t hut to-day, because 
I am <%e of the members of Ihe Jute Enquiry Committee. After the 
Committee report is published *1 shall n chance to speak more * 

on this subject. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will finish in about sii minutes* 

time, Mr. Dutta. % 

* • 

• • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Mr Speaker Sir. I welcome 
the measure rn the .sense that Government has acceded to our request. 

If the restriction is to be made, it cannot lie done voluntarily, 
it should l>e done aompulsor il y , but our request is not the restriction 
alone but the fixation of minimum price also, One cannot 1 m* divorced 
from the other If you want to resin* t the jute you should also at 
the same time ti\ a minimum price. That is our demand We are 
all agreed that the jute-growers .should get a fair price Insides the 
foreign exploiters here. 

Mr, SPEAKER: None in this House, (laughter.' 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Whether «,« belong to the 
Congress (irnup, whether we Irelong t*> the Muslim League, or belong 
to the other j o i! 1 1 1 ra I parties, whether we ute zamindars, middle elans, 
plyadcis of the mte-gtowers. on i interest in tins matter is identiuil. 
Because it the jute-gmueis got a fair pine, it will not »ml\ be to the 
interests of the , ute-giouer* theniM-hc*, but it will Ik* also to the 
Interests oj the other middle < hiss people, tenure-holders, the zumin- 
dars. jrleailefs J\tid e\er\bod\. It is a well-knoun fart that t)»c jute- 
g-roweis are the ryal producers ot wealth and we arc the consumers. 
It is dear from the speeches ot tire Hon'ldc Minister aiAl in\ other 
friends that it is a matter which requires careful < onsrderajmn. We 
are likeU to make mistakes and oji a< count *of these mistakes disaster 
may come. So instead of burning, may 1 suggest that we sit together 
and find <>u* whether tile Bill should ‘be hurried through or it should* 
l>e further considered. I want to draw the attention df the Hon'ldc 
Minister to the fact that in the preparation of the records there is an 
initial mistake. It is an admitted fart that there are localities where 
the lands are capable of ^yielding jute onlf, and there are localities 
where the lands are capable of Melding other crops aW You know, 
Sir, that in my district there are localities in the law lying* arefwi, 
eapeyally in the chars, where lands are not capable of yielding ai$y 
other crop. If there be restriction of cultivation in those areas, tha 
12 
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land will remain fallow. You are*aware, Sir, that there are certain 
localities where on < account of abnormal rise of water paddy cannot lie 
grown. The jute is to be sown early in the month of Phalgoon and to 
he harvested in the early part of Ashar. • If the Cultivation of«jute be 
• restricted in those localities, ^he lands** will certainly remain fallow to 
the detriment of jute-growers to a very great extent. r 

It has been stated in the Bill itself that a declaration will be made 
in respect of the locality and area where jute will be restricted, but as 
far as 1 know in ^he record there is no entry whether the land will lie 
capable of yielding any othei crop, or tile land will bp capable oi 
yielding jute only. Unless the record is ‘prepared in that direction, 
it is impossible to restrict the jute in those localities. I draw the 
attention of the HouTde Minister to this fad. The previous speaker* 
have lefeired to vurious difficulties. We should, not quarrel among 
ourselves in this matter, hut we should he tully aware* of the difficulties 
and I am quite sure merely by restriction ot jute the jute-groweis will 
not get the piopei pi ice, unless and until the jute purchasers also hre 
restricted. 

Sir, we have one advantage, numeh. it is now the jnouopoly pro- 
duct of Bengal. It is only produced in this count iy m the province 
of Bengal and the jute produced m other provinces is comparatively 
very small. So, it a minimum price is fixed and the jute 'purchasers 
he restricted, I am quite sure the jute-giow eis will be able to letch 
proper pi ices. So, 1 say there is no huiiy in tins matter, and specially 
in view ot the tact that there was a jute enquiry committee, we can 
wait for some time. The Uoninnttee sat togethei and have submitted 
their report, the report has not yet been published 1 do not under- 
stund where is the hurry. As suggested by my tiiend that in the 
next Near it is very hkelv that jute will be giown over u large area of 
land and if the demand, due to the cessation ot <\var k is lowered the 
price may full abnormally. * 

As a matter of fart if the minimum pi ice is hot fixed aud the 
grow tli of ju,(e is not restricted the pi ice mu\ abnormally fall, hut in 
sush eventuality jute ipay be destroyed if the necessity** arises. 
Ouly regulation should not Ik* done* without fixing the minimum price 
^of jute. We have spoken of the* difficulties and the record so hurriedly 
prdpgred, I am quite sure, is not a correct one - I myself was in 'a 
locality at the time when the record was l»eing prepared, tnd the hurry 
with which it was prepared no doubt will result in a wrong record. 
I can tell you, JmI , and through vou the Hop’ble Minister, that correct 
record ciyinot be prepared in such a hurried manner, and 1 am quite 
sure it*wiil mislead the Hon’ble Ministfr in determining the locality 
Vftere restriction of jute is to be made, Instead of hurriedly proceed- 
ing with the matter, let us sit together, let us think over the matter 



193k] GOVK1JXMKNT ifllUt. m 

and then come to definite and cqprect conclusions in respect of thaae 
matter*. I^et this Hill In* translated into Bengali* and Ih» sent to all 
dife members of the Union Boards and let their opinion U k taken; let 
a mee^ng l>e held. \ As a matter of fait while I was coining to attend 
thi#i session of the Assembly 1 was receiving reports iniiu various 
quarters Unit with regard to regulation fn the matter of cultivation of" 
jute it should not U* done so hurriedly This is the report wfneh 1 
have got from my ronstituem \ and it is my duty to caution the 
Minister 1mm proceeding so huirydly. Kvery one was telling me 
that in those localities where the lands ale tapaUle of yielding jute 
°nlv, it t he*rest r let ion lie made i| will lie fniehnding a giave disastet 
to trie jute-growers in lined* localities it is a matte! m whieh we are 
all interested, we <>t the ('digress and the members of the other patties 
here m< hiding the (Nuditum l\ut t \. the xuiiiindara and tin* talukdur* 
should have identical inteiests in this important matter eoneerning the 
poor agl leult in ists ,So 1 doe again say that we should sit together 
aipl discuss this mattei between mjts«-ives I.et the Hill hr 'Undated 
among tiiosr who are ha-ieaUy udeiested. and let us tome to a decision 
leisuidv without much hum as m hnng done now in w Inch latter 

ease we ate likelv t<» tomind mistakes 

• 

With these tew woids. Sir, 1 heg to support tin motion mo\ed hy 
my h lend l)t Naliuaksh.t Sanyal 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQH Mi Speokct, Sn, \ou will permit 
me to have my say even it it he toi five minutes. I was looking forward, 
Sir, to get a leal knowledge ot the stihjei t unde! disillusion iioiu the 
speet li oj the louooiKthlr ami hailied ineinher llom Muishldahad 
l>eeause 1 have begun to a-"Ociate him with statistics. i|)> N vi.l- 
nakmu Swim . 1 am Horn President y l)i\ismri Munieipah. Hut 

his lit a i n has U*< otne vitiated hy an obsession *w|ii‘h he lias placed 1 
before the liitiiM* binder different names, i e., “Cabinet", • poiitual 
reasons" and *n vaimu« other forms Kven the loinpliment he paid 
to the Cabinet, atld natuiallv to the people on tins side id the House, 
was so half-hearted that 1 have begun to lose faith in his powers <d 
studying a case intelligent!# and without mejudice. He ^ias lapsed 
bogey s which the mealiest of inti^ligeme that understands tin* mean- 
mg of the word ‘ jut**' would hesitate to mention The arguments 
he has used have begm heard h< ton* and the remedies luj has sugg<**ted 
do not appear to he loiivirmng Imagine, Sir. the colossal iguioram^ 
exhibited hv the learned doctor when he states that it was impossible 
for experts and the trade was incapable of ^irrivinguit a correct figure 
of tbe world demand for jute J 1>eg to inform him through von. 
Sir, that it is possible and there are human Iwing* alive who yan give 
& figure of the worhj demand for jute within eertfiiri definite ffm! 
welf-defined percentages. Such beir^r the case it becomes <gt*y for 
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who really want to help the Jteuants ami no$ for those who sat 
an neutral* when t* measure of tenancy legislation is being passed in 
the House or for those who tried to delay the Money-lenders Bill for 
months through sheer opposite for the, sake of ppposition. ^ stand 
up here, Sir, and declare boldly that # these people have no love, no 
4 affection for the poor tenants/ (Dr. Naunaksiia Sanyal : As though 
you Iftive ! ) Yes, because we have gone ahead step by sfep in the 
rehabilitation of the peasantry oi Bengal. We do not raise bogey > 
just to delay for the sake of delay. ^ Not one speaker from the opposite 
has mentioned tlu^t there is an ordinance already in toice and that 
the Ordiname is likely to come to an end verj much before *the 1st 
of April. As this Ordinance is coming to i*n end sflon, my honourable 
friends on this side of the House want if necessary to rush through 
with the Bill under discussion. We want to march along with a 
definite programme in even branch of the jute industry, whether it 
refers to the mill*' or to the cultivation of jute, itrf marketing and 
sale oi even its w aiehousing and financing. All these points have 
U*en studied, We do not prole** like the deini — gods of Indian 
polilhs sitting op)M>site to have achieved pellet lion Sij, aitei all 
we aie human IxMiig.*. No doubt we shall make mistakes, hut 1 ho[»e 
Providence in its wisdom will aid us and guide u*. dnght. We shall not 
he ashamed oi our mistakes hut it will be mu endeavour to reitifx 
them and to go forward We are not going to wait whatever the 
opposition be the honotnuhle and lenined Doctoi has advised us to 
seek the assistant e ot a st l olo*«;ei *> We do not lmhl with lh.it tor we 


believe m the lYm.in a Umr . ^ 

“hi an .el oj pietv there is m> need what> 


y> ^ 0 


c\ e i ’ii look for omens.” 
W e are not going to wait tor tin* * in illation ot the Bill ioi the eiieitft- 
1 tion ol public opinion, llomuahle Memhei* in the Congress Party 
•will remember, Sir, that one ot out old lmus.iiios against tin* Biitish 
(iovotninent, was that whcmvei a thing had to be delaved the 1 (\ S 

folk sent it to a Select Committee m cm ulated it to elicit public opinion. 
No, we mean business now and we piypos,- to ^o ahead We have had 
ample tune* to study the jute piohlem m all it" aspects Another 
1 * ‘gey luistd b\ lu\ it olid who tame outers ;» great authority but did 
seem to know much about it was that because other Provinces also 
grew jute Bengal must wait un/il we secured t\ieii good pleasure and 
-«*gonJ opinion. No, Sir. that cannot be; if the^e Provinces do not 
dbine* into line with Bengal, Bengal has the power to force them to 
come into line with us CDr. \amn%kmi\ Svnxvi : How?) If my 
friend is really serious and mix intis to know I shall In* onlv too pleased 
, to inform him privately bow that tan be ditne. This is a matter of 
reciprocal • arrangement among the different Governments in India, 
and as tVy say in Trdu : ^ ^ jU 

"Give with this hand and take h with that”, it is indeed a ( question 
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of jfiw and take. (Laughter from the Coalition Bench**, ft (Mr. 
Narrndha Najuya$ Chakrahakti*: We tlo not |cnow Crdu; speak 
in Bengali.) Whenever a telling argument i* phi red liefore the 
House, whenever something that takes, the wind out of their sails in 
uttered* in this House, these gentlemen. Sir, Uegm to shout, interfere 
and heroine an alewdute tniisaflef I appeal to you. Sir, to protect 
speakers an this side of the House from frequent interrupt tong like 
these They must understand that "we on this side do give and have 
always given them a patient hearing and I hope the honourable and 
learned leader of the Opposition vfRll Mipjxut me 

• 

Mr.’SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: On u point ot mdei. Mr. 
Speaker. I > it permissible To tlie honourable member to descrilie the 
members of the Opposition as a nuisano* h I should have thought that 
the honourable membei who was uUo a member of other legi slat urea 
knew that it was unparliamentary . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 withdiaw, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mi Siddiqi has withdrawn his remarks. I 
think il is t.iu that w henew r a memhei on one side speaks, there 
should 1 h* no iliteri ftptioii This debate was bring rondtn ted ver\ 
well till Mr >id<li(|i ,i?om\ when iheie began interruption. I think 
that is m+t \er\ desirable 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI : ( should like to take tlm 

House into < onfideni «■ and phu »■ all the fails befoio it to-day. The 
honourable and learned la'uder of the (tpposition, Sir, will endorse 
w^at I have said. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will \ on please speak on the motion Y 

Mr. ABOUOI R&HMAN SIDDIQI: They ha\e broken my line ot 
argument 

Intensive cultivation and extensive cultnation, 1/0 percent. indue- 
tion ot^ 40 pci rout mltietiqp, economic forces and *n*ont-ttll tJ^eiie 
arguments we have heard ad tiau*tum Thdre in no question of rtiflh* 
mg this pieee of legislation There iy no question of trying to put 
%nybodv into inconvenience. We haw a definite and tegular plug a* 
to how we should forward m this mattei Tliere may lie rnoni fo^ 
difference of*opinion We are ready to !*• eonvineed if disinterested 
and really sincere advice is given; we are not m^d or obstinate on 
this .side of the House. Such advice will T>e aei eptecf grace fully and 
gratefully, but when its advice is mixed up with argumeirts of the 
type that have Wen brought* forward, fot instance, tone hodou ruble 
member »aid tonight that he wished .the Government had waited for 
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the report of the Jute Enquiry Committee and immediately after that 
lie Haid that Government had sold noul to the 1 Indian Jute Mills 
Aswri&tion. Now the report is not yet out. How could the Govern- 
ment sell its soul? (A voice: .They could easily.) It leads me to the 
view that the sj>eeches made from the efther side are meant tfhly to 
•oppose the Government. Thtyv ha\e nt»t touched even the surface of 
the c%se before us. They liave just uttered those remarks for the sake 
of maligning people who, according to the 1 i trli t God has given them, 
are trying to do their best for the peasant and the cultivator. If you 
think there is some good m this if.easure please support them, but if 
you find that it 1 / beyond you to siippoil them, then at least^opfiose 
them intelligent 1 \ , oppose them with sincerity, oppose in order that 
they nun be guided aright I could have said many tilings more 
but you asked me, Sir, that l should not exceed my five minutes. I 
beg to appeal to the House through you, Sir, iush this legislation, 
commit mistakes, do \vhatc\ci you ran, but foi God’s sake, do not 
wait till the 1st of April Go ahead and begin to-morrow if possible 
The idea is to help out people a** s<mm» ami a- carl\ a** possible • 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: 1 iisr to support tin- motion for 
circulation in spite ol the eloquent, but «*ai<nsti< and biting speech 
of the honouiablc memhet opposite Mi Siddiqi wants ns to gH along. 
I say d i I to All light, let us get along. but what is to hr* done to-day? 
The war is thci<*. tin- jute price is shooting up, nulls hu^e raised 
their walking hours trout 1(1 to t »0 to-day, to-morrow it may be 70 
The Jute Knquin Committee ha\e estimated the world demand wh'rb 
is snaring high ami the nulls .ire making huge pudits l.et us nation- 
alise tin 1 jute inrlust i \ l.et Mr Abrlur Habmau Siddiqi get along 
with tin* Cabinet to do so Nationalisation • *t jute industry is quite 
feasible It does not require much money. 1 myself have already 
0 given a pioposal before the .lute Knquin Committee tfrhieh wi 1 J 
pet haps be coming soon hefoie this House Hut Government want to 
get along. Mv ftiend Mr Siddiqi wants to get along ».Well, I agree 
with him. There is im question ot shelving W,p must rush a 
legislation, 'Out we must not rush to do sueh things as are detrimental 
to the interests of the peasants. If he s^iys “let us fix the minimum 
price ot jute at Hs. vfO", \ will suy*“yes, do it today ’-. Get us make 
mistakes We shall learn by , doing s<* Hut Mr. Suldiqi and the 
—Cahjnet will not do anything of that kind, winch will really help the 
peasants What they did Indole? They fixed the jute futures at 
Hs. dti per hale That means the jute grower would get not more than 
Its. 4-8 per maund. In tlie previous Committee as well as in the 
present Jute Enquiry Committee "very body -agreed that the cost of 
product io:. of jute was never less than Us. .*» per maund and what 
this Government did? The benevolent ordinances were passed fixing 
the minimum pri«v of jute at Hs. 4-8. We all know that the minimum 



price has a tendency to become the maximum price. But fortunately 
for the peasants, it} spite of the Cabinet, the war broke out and the 
price began to shoot up. Had tin* war not come. U* 40 hours* working 
of the jute mills would have continued and the peasants would not 
have gjfit more than-Rs 4-8 jj* they w«*re getting when the ordinances 
were passed. Therefore the credit lor this rise of price does neither 
redound to the Cabinet noi to Mr. Siddnji’s studying the problem, * 
He says that he has got an estimate of the world’s demand, in all 
humility. 1 can say that. Mr. Mazumdar. the worthy Secretary oi the 
Jute Kmjutrv (\>mmittce was writing frantically not only to the 
British t iovei nmeii t . to Dundee. Hamburg and New ^Jfork but to trade 
agents fill oaer the world about then probable demand, but they bud 
not been able to sifpply even a tairly at curate demand of jute which 
normally is net essary tor the world To-day t In* war is there and the 
difficulties of estimating wmld demand are numerous, but I do not 
say that we shouhUimt nisii a legislation Cettuihly 1 am f oi passing 
a legislation - legislation whnh ''ill be helpful to the peasants, but 
not this kind nl legislation whuh will make the Distiut Collet lor an 
absolute Cz.u to «j uot* the uokI ot my hoimutable triend on this side 
of the House H\ tir.s legislation tin* Cnlleetoi w ill ha\e the power to 
nominate a Committee of f> members, to appoint ils Chaiiman, ft) tils- 
miss him or to dCifl^s a commitlee In tael, he will be aide to do 
wha!e\e| he Will 1 .e pii\«~n| {■• do lit the .Illte 1mi«| 11 1 1 \ Committee 
and the in low Committer, a suggestion has Imm ii made that the 
members of the union board pin* tfie representatives of the peasants 
from each \iilage should form tin* Cnioti Jute Committees. But the 
present Cabinet has ignored those suggestions and made n \eiy gener- 
ous gestuie and collie out with ll»e pioposal of jute regululmn. Thin 
is, t lie lninimuni demand to which the Kurope'ou mends is oj tlu* Coin- 
mittcc are agreeable to vote with the (iovernment . Regulation ih # 
tfieir goal and not more than that As has fn*en pointed out by my 
friend, Mr Biswas, last yeai then* was ait uulotnutn regulation 
Floods regained tfie produce by ( urtaihng the » ulf iwif ion by dd per 
cent, or more, but the price did not go up. because the jute mill* 
acted ungciit leiiian l\ . They did not buy jute until ju1«* had passed 
from the hands of tlu* peasants The peasants did not, get the prue 
prevailing even in this yea f The prue ty-duy for future* umrlftft is 
108. The pea. s;t nls sold (lour jute at U-s 4 to 7 per maund This i* 
the position. * * * 

• • • ^ 

The ohjertion to this legislation is two-fold On the one hand, by 

this legislation the jauisant will 1 m* thrown into the tender mercy of 
the Collector, who we knpw is veiv much influenced bv the Jute Mill* 
A«ho( nition and the Ku rope an members of this AsMemfdy. We know * 
the reason why, and that ha been mentioned too often in thit* IIou m to 
be repeated this evening. The other objection to this Bill ii that if i« 
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not comprehensive. If we Want <0 propose regulation, at least the 
mini mum price of jute should be fixed. But I want to go much further 
as Mr. Siddiqi wants us to get along. I suggest let us nationalise the 
jute industry at this war time. No better opportunity can offer itself 
to us for the nationalisation of the jute industry than the present time. 
The Government of India have nationalised the Railways which cost 
nearly Us. HO erores and the t£tal capital of the jute mills according to 
their original share value will not exceed Rs. 25 erores. But if we 
accept tin* principle which has been accepted in the case of the Money- 
lenders Bill tliut it you get double the mone\ you invested, there is no 
further claim ; jute mill owners can expect nothing from Government 
for the nationalisation of the industry, the firms having received more 
than ten, nay, fift\ times or more of their original share vale. There- 
fore, on the analogx of tlx* money-lending business the jute industry 
can well he nationalised without paying an\ com|M*nsation whatsoever 
to the firms If Government is prepared for that, if Mr. Siddiqi is pre- 
pared for that, the\ can nationalise the industry. But are they pre- 
pared to do 1 hat y If Mr. Siddiqi is prepared to do that, I shall be very 
happ\ to follow him and tin* members of the Goalition party for the 
nationalisation of this industry . But 1 do not want to speak on the 
question of nationalisation of pite industn this evening at length, as I 
propose to bring the proposal senouslx at an earh date hut it is only as 
a retort to Mi Siddiqi that I say that if in the interests of the jute 
workers and the poor jute growers he is prepared to bring forward such 
a proposal, we on ibis side of the House would he very happy to support 
him. (Mr. Amu h Hoimw Smmui : lushallahli I could not follow 
Mr. Siddiqi's interruption but any way that does not matter much. 
W h«‘ii we want to go ahead, we must see what w»* are doing. This 
legislation deals with onlv one aspect of the question; that is, by regula- 
tion something tan he done and that the ditfu ult ie> are not insuperable. 
Of course, I do not agree that the ohjeeiions raised b\ I)r Sanval are 
insuperable He has raised the question ot enumeration, regulation, 
bril >er\ and con option h\ union hoard members and man/ other matters. 
They are similar to those raised h\ jute mill owners and the members of 
the I.f'.S V dn not agree with them because those difficulties can be 
overcome end' will be overcome very shnrUx But what I mean- to say 
is that if this piece of legislation doeo not deal w’ith tile question of 
fixation of the minimum pri<*e of. jute and if the question of regulation of 
production is left entireh in the hands of District Magistrates and if the 
jfowet to inflict a savage punishment of imprisonment for one year for 
not submitting a return of the acreage under cultivation is retained, 
then it is better t|iut the Bill should be sent out for circulation with 
a view to brittf? forward at a later ^ stage a* better drafted Bill with 
more winprehensive clauses incorporated in it and then L assure there 

wiH be Vull support given to it from this side of the House. 



193*.] GOVERNMENT RILLS. M 

I * ' 

- Tfct Hontri# Mr. TAMIZI/DDIN f Kt(AN: Tklr. Speakers 8ir, I 
must confer to a Reeling of surprise on hearing the speeches of my 
honourable friends opposite. Their chief complaint is that Govern* 
m«nt is rushing matters through. (Mr. Jogksii Chamuu Otrt»TA : 
No, no. Jt is only unsatisfactory.) Well, that is the impression that 
I have gathered; why rush through this Bill— circulate it ami let the 
country give its opinion— that is the coutention. If this is not tt com-* 
plaint affainst rushing matters I do not know what it is. However, i 
am sure that if Government were sitting idle to-day and doing nothing, 
my friend Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkai would have been the first |w*rson to 
(complain. The attitude of the Oppnsitioti is simply this: whatever 
Government* does or proposes to do. must he op|M>sed whether good or 
bad. i N oise from Hhe Opposition benches i 1 hope there would be no 
further interruption . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But. Sir. interruptions are 
allowed hv wa\*of parliamentary practice. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: \Y ell, 1 am afraid, parliamentary practice does 
not consist of interruption* of the nature we have been expel iencmg, 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khan: 1 am thankful to those of 
my honourable friends who have gi\en me some constructive suggestions. 

If I umliitting hack on certain points it is because ] have to expose the 
hollowness of some of the arguments that have been adduced by some of 
the memlaTs. First of all. criticism that has been launched against 
this proposal has been mainls based on misapprehension. Most of th<P 
speakers have said it is not the proper time to restrict pioduetion of 
jute The world demand is going to he very high: high prices will^ 
prevail for a long tune to come; why at such a time should we come^ 
forward with a proposal for the restriction of production of juteP I 
say that is a «iiis;fyprehen*ion of the jtosition The projMwa! in the 
Bill is not necessarily to restrict production of jute for the coming 
year. First of ifll (jo\ eminent wants power to make a ycord of the 
lands under jute in any particular year. Kveryom* of # us knows that 
hith«*to we have had no aA’urate record of land under J^ite any 
particular year •Records that ife now jmisscss are admitted by all 
not to be correct at aW The\ arc v<\rf much wide of the mark. There* 
•fore, unless Government is in a position to know actually on what ap- 
proximate acreage of land jute is sown in any particular year I think 
it i» impossible to think of regulating the crop in any year. That ia 
what is the intention of Government to-day in asking for powers in thia 
Bill. I have made it cfear in my initial speech that Government baa * 
not yet derided whether the crop of 1940 mull be restricted or ^regulated 
or Upended in any yay. l'hat will have to be decided after giving 
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full con§i deration to various factors. Thlrefore, the criticism that hw 
been launched against this measure has been mostly due to misappre- 
hension. f shall remember, and Government will remember, the various 
points raised by the honourable members when Government considers 
whether next year’s crop should 4 >e restricted or regulated in.an^ way. 
But, I think, if powers are not driven i|nw the situation may become 
’very dangerous. Mr. Abu Hoftsain Sarkur thinks that war will conti- 
nue fov five years more, but there are others who differ. We do not 
know anything- Circumstances muy intervene which may see the 
termination of war within a few months. It should be as plain as water 
that if war terminates, demand for jute will fall, and certainly next 
year the price will go down. If on account of the present* high* prices 
the cultivators are left free to do whatever -they like, is it not likely 
that they would sow as much as they can!-' Therefore, I think, next 
year’s crop mav he increased even by per cent, if the cultivators are 
left to themselves. If such a thing happens we do, not know whethei 
the price of jute will not fall next year to two or three rupees pel 
maund This would he simply disastrous to Bengal, but I would remind 
the Hou sc that we have not \et decided what to do I tally realise life 
<1 i flic ul t \ of the situation. 


We shall consider all aspects \ei\ seriously and then .decide what 
to do. Unless powers am given to us, not only we shall have to wait 
till Mui *ch 01 April next according to the recommend. tf ion» of m\ 
honourable friends opposite, but we may have to wait tor tf year or 
even more, because if the Bill is circulated lor opinion by the dlst 
March, 01 by the 1 st April, UMO, then whatevei recommendations 

Government may expect theieatter those cannot be eodified into law 
within a short time, and in tin* meantime another crop will go by , and 
it will be doubtful whethei anything could be done before the yea* 
* 1!M 1 . 


I should like to give a brief replv, Sii , to some of the salient points 
raised by my honourable friends opposite They have said that simple 
regulation or restriction of cultivation is not the remedy Along w’ith 
that fixation ,of minimum price is also necessary Thai is an important 
jwiint which Government has not at all overlooked In fact Government 
has • Iread v‘sfarted an investigation of fluff problem, but that problem 
does not loom ns large now as it may ho in the futun or as it did some- 
time ago when prices were low ‘ lust at present' the price of jute is 
fairly high ami therefore the absence of a minimum price is not at all 
harmful to the cultivator or to anyone else It will he for the Govern- 
ment to consider serioush whether u minimum price should la* fixed 
latei on according -o the circumstances as they may prevail. There- 
fore, I say this thut Government is not at all oblivious of this aspect 
of the question. We know. Sir. that on account of the combination of 
interests who can 'organise themselves easily in spite of regulation of 



1989.] ^ GOVKRXMK.VT BILLS. 17? 

tie crop, prices can he kept down Therefore, if a situation like thi« 
arises or if there it any reasonable apprehension of such a situation 
arising, Government will certainl\ take all neecsmfty steps to prevent 
a catastrophe in the jute market 

Then, Sii. another critrcHm i- that it i- imposihle to ascertain the 
world demand — that i- what I)f Sam a) jay- lint my friend Mr. Abu , 
II ossa in Sarkar think- that it i- verv ru-v ptohlem, and gives his 
considered Opinion that next \eai there I- guilig to he a verv high 
demand for jute t and theieioie hi- adviee is "do nothing for the 
♦present ’ "don't regulate, don't nutnet the t altivation of jute", that 
is "•h*« he said 1 trust thai the opinion- explor'd h\ some ot my 

friend- ha\e heen given not -o much with a view to help the Govern* 

* 

ment in uhv wav hut to emharra— it Hut. I think, the contradictory 
statement- that thev have mud< have Husti-utcd the object that they 
had in view 

Then. Sir. lm tiieiid Mr Sureioha Nath Hi-w.i- is apparently living 
in the land of imagination He -»-es phantom- where there itie none, 
rihd I think therefoie it i- in* good living to »n-wei him He has 
satisfied himselt tliat ncithei the Mmi-tei*in i bulge nor unv of the 
members of the Cabinet ha- he-towed am -enoiis consideration to this 
ploldetu, ln-fnuating iheiehv that Ml Hi-wa- i- t he onlv person m the 
whole Bengal, probahlv in I h«* whole woihi, who thinks about this 
i in pot t a pi t thlet n That bring !i>t pieihb*ition .md that being bis 
• Liin., 1 do not like to distuib Inin in his nnag mat ion 

Then, Sir. Mr Sibnatb Banei |ee bus eonie forward, at the < hallcitge 
ot my friend Mr Siddiqi. witli a progressive proposition that tin* jute 
industry should be nationalised Sir, it i- verv easy to say things 
Uke that Heie this proposal i- Minting fiom a ( 'angles* uiembei. 
We have seen Coliglcss Gov rt li lio-nts fuiietiomng eUeuheir and for a 4 
long time too. imt 1 do not know how mam indtistues have )>een % 
nationalized m hyw mativ ot those Congress provinces Thiif is no 
reason, hovve»ei, why Bengal should not eome up witli a forward policy. 

1 i hum that going onward with piogiesnive and forward 

pnlieies and it i- my honourable fneiids opposite who a** now living 
to pidl the* string, probably J.ei aiise t 1 m* \ ale unable to *keej) [Nice with 
the Government. and they are now advancing those old argunmntVthut 
used to In* advanced bv the previous ( iovernments against anv scheme 
# for restriction of product ion of iutt* laughter from the* Congress 
benches* These are the verv arguments which the previous (jfivojp- 
nirnU used* to advance. It i- ver v < urious to find that the* mantle of 
the old (iovermneiit has fallen cm the* progressive Congress Cur tv in 
this House-. If this Government Jias to* follow th$ advice of these 
honourable members, Bengal will have to wait for a decade pioro Iwfore 4 
anything could Ire done for redressing the grievances of J»er jioor 
cultivators. I do not like to refer to the things that were mentioned 
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by my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi, but the House remembers what 
the attitude of some of the members has always f oeen about certain 
progressive measures brought forward by this Government. (Dr. Nalinak.s^a 
Sanyai. : tffffC*, ») My friend is , absolutely 

wrong. I was not an absentee in the Hoifse w T hen the Bengal Tenancy 
, Act was passed into law. I wiys in the flouse and I voted in its favour. 
However, Sir, I realize that this is a very difficult problem/ In fact 
Government have taken an extremely bold step in coming forward 
with a proposal like this. I think an experiment like this has not beeu 
carried out anywhere in India on'smli a gigantic scale. I do not 
know if such an experiment has been tried anywhere else ip tlu*« world. 
Therefore, it is quite possible that mistakes ,may be# committed. I am 
not oblivious of that. On the other hand I am always apprehensive 
that some unthought of circumstances max intervene and probably 
frustrate the good attempt that is now being made. In that view I 
shall remember all the warnings that have been given by my honourable 
friends. In fact Government lias alreadx been thinking of these things, 
and the more these things are brought to the notice of Government 
the better 1 , 1mm a use lhat will make them all the more careful about the 
pitfalls into which there is lertainlx a danger to fall. 

I think, Sir, 1 need not dilate further on the' minor points that 
have been raised b\ ru\ honourable friends There is no justification 
for the circulation of this measure The whole count! \ kmrws what 
it wants so far as the problem of jute is concerned. Therefore if the 
proposal of rii) learned friends is to be accepted. I think, Sir. that 
will be against the trend <d public opinion in this country. I oppose 
all tlte amendments 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hussain Snrkar that the Bengal Jute 
« Regulation Bill. 19‘M. be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
/hereon by the 1st April, 1940, was then put to the House and a division 
taken with the following result:-- 


AY El 44. 


Mm, Mr. Uni OliMri. 
ttakrMKtj, Mr. BatiaBra Dili, 
bbabrrtarty, till BaraMra Barayaa. 
tCbattepaibyay, Mr. Na*tpaOa. 
j CbaaObari, Bal HaraaBra Hat*. 

' Oat, Baba Madia OBaaBra. 

Pas, Baba RKbtuli 
I Daa, Mr. MaaauBaa. 

I Daft Oapta, Baba KbafMtfra Nattft 
I Daa Oapte, Irtjat BaraaBra BatB. 

Datta, Mr. Pbi c a — r * BatB. 

\ Datot, Mr. HfraaBr* BatB. 
f aaBaBai Mafaa, KaM. 

Baaffaty. Mr. Prataf MU ft n . 

BBaaa, Mr. Ate! KrMBaa. 
j B l a u tela ABwai. Mr. 

•afla. Mr. Ba«aa0 biftte . 


AbBal WaBaB, Maahrt. 

Aba Maaaal* larbar, M»alai. 
Abai re«3, Mr. ml 
ABmm A baa, Mr. byte. 
AahaaBBIa AbaaB, Mr. 

Baaarli, Mr. P. 

BaMr|l,Mr. batya Prlya. 
Baflfrjaa. Mr. bibaalb. ’’ 
l aftft rjw, Dr. baraab OBaaBra. 
Barata, Baba PraaiBari, 

Baraaaa, Baba bbyaaia PrataB. 
Barauia, Baba DpaaBra BatB. “ 
Baaa, Mr. baateaB KaaMr. ' 
BBavatb, Dr. B^toBa OBaaBra. 
BMwaa, Baba lakiOari Barayaa. 
Man Mr. B*te la l 
Btaaaa, Mr. ia rt aOte Bate. 
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Mm, Mr. I. D. 

M*B Att RiJiMm, Baelvt. 

Kimt, Br. A tel CteNfi. 

■am, B^RlkAja hm. 

Mira, Br. tinMn >«kai. 

BaJL >r. AdviiU Kama/. 

Bejaaniar, «rt. Htauprava. 

M«l. Mr. Itwaf OtiMn 
BeMat, ar. AmrMa Lai. 
iMtramau Itfaaafcati, Baelaea at. 
aa*MI Httaia, ar. 
aakarfl, ar. Oklraatra Rerayaa. 
Bekkerjet, ar. t. 
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aakkarK Or. Iharal Maaara. 
aa«ak. krtjal AafcMetfc. 
laalnMi Aka^t/ar. 

Kay. ar. Mara OfcaMra. 

S ay, ar. KaaeltrtaRaa. 

ay, ar. Ktrae taafcar. 
lay, ar. Ktekart Fan. 
laL ar. Ream at ka Nat*. 

»aa|al. Or. HaMaakaka. 

•aa. ar. Atal e*aa#ra. 

»aa. lal la taker tafeek Utatri. 
IkiNtaU, ar. 

Ikameeatla Akmat, ar. a. 

W»M. Irtjat Baeietra Bketaa 
•ar, ar. Haraatra Kemer 


NOEt 97. 


AMal Am. Maalaaa at 
AMal Hall, ar. atm 
AMal Hakim, Rtelvl 
AMal Hamit, ar. A. a 
AMal Hamit Ikak, aaalal 
AMal Karim, ar. 

AMal Ra)ii, Rr Syt 
AMal Wake* Kkan, ar * 

AMella-al aakmaat, ar 
AMer Rakman, Kkaa lakatar A f a 
AMar Rakmgt littlfi. ar 
AMer Raikeet, aaelvi at. 

AMer Raef, Kkan tafeik aaalel I. 

AMer Rant. Kkan Bakater Ikak. 

AMer lUiiik, aaalel. 

AMal IkahMi, aaelvi at. 

Aklter Rut Ckevtlery, Kkan Bakater aaelvi. 
Akal Qeaaem, aaelvi. 

Aftak Alt, ar 

Akmet Alt Inayvtyen, Kkan Bakater aaelaaa. 
Akmet All antka. aaelvi. 

Akmet Hotati, ar 
Amiaallak, Kkan ftakik aaelvi 
Amir All ata. RaulvIRRn. * 

Athrafall. ar. a. * 

Aalat H attain Kkan. Ra^fvi. 

Atfcar All, aaelvi. 

•arat All, ar. at 
Maaeattack, Mr L. N 
OUffatAli, ar. 4. W. 

Clark, ar. I. A. 

Dae, Rat BaMC Klrtt Bketaa. 

Dana, lake DtCaatra Hatfc. * 

•Atfcar, ar. Uynatraaatfc. # 
farkat Raia Ckavtkary. ar. a. 

Ferial Baa# Kkaaam, Bafaa. 

Fallal Hat, **• Men'kte ar. A. K. 

Fatlal Qaattr, Kkaa Bakater aaelvi. 

Faalar Rafcmaa, ar. rOaa«t>. 

Fatter Bafcmaa, ar. < Rymevtleyk,.. * 
tnm ee. Mr. I. A. 

OrMHfca, ar. B. 

•afc.«r.t. H. 

•wac Damker Magfc. 


Haklkaliak, Ika Maa'ata Naaak Bakatar K.. at 
Date*. 

Kataettla Ckeatkerl, aaelvi’ v 

Hamit ettie Akmat, Kkaa laklk. 

H ate m ally tamatar, Kkan laklk aaelvi 
Itru Akmat ata, aaelvi. 

Jaiimettin Akmet. ar. 

Kaklruttla Kkaa. Kkan Bakatar aaelvi. 
acCreier, ar. 8. C. 
aetrettia Cfcaetkery, aaelvi 
aafelre, ar. L. T. 

aeMekettin Akmet, Kken Bakatar aaelvi. 

aaetel, ar. Banka Bekari. 

aaetal, ar. Birat Ckantra 

aaetal, ar. Jagal Ckantra 

aenirettin Akkent, aaelvi. 

aartntle, ar. F. 4 

Mehammet Ah, Kkan Bakatar. 

aekammat Altai. Kkaa laklk aaelvi lyat. 

aekammai likt'et, aaelvi. 

aekammat (trail, aaelvi. 

aekammat Ittttyee, Kkan Bakater Or. lyat. 

aekemmei lelaiman, Kkaa laklk aaalel. 

aelitck, lit Hen'kte ar. aekeeia Bakery. 

aeUtck. ar. Fella Bekary. 

RetkarreR Heeeata, tke Hae'Me Naval, Kkaa 
BakMar. # 

Mmiaiavtai Mafet, ar. lyat. 
aeitala All Davaa, aaelvi.* 

NaMy, Jke Hen ‘at# Rakaraja* Irlaakaitta, ay 
j Ceeatmkaiar. 

{ atarwRafc, NavaktMa K. 

atimettin, tke Hee'kte Kkvaja Ilf, K. C. 1. 1. 
Rafcman, Kkaa BakMar A. a. L, # 

Baikal, Ike Hee’kte ar. Fraaaaaa Oak. - 
| Re|ikettta Tar attar, aaelvi. 

Raaaer Rakataa Kkaa, ar. 

I Ray, ar. Dfcaaaa>ay. 

j Ray, «r. Fattraa. * 

I ' Ray, Kaaar Ifctt IMkfcamvar. 

tafcak AJam, ar lyat. 
iM a re tt t a Akatet, ar. 

MRta, Br. i, A. ‘ * 

t aaa atak , Ai-MeJ Baalaaa Or. 


larfcar, Bake 
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•wajtl Mr. 

ItaiiKM*, Mr. Kktijl, «.».!. 
tHwMH AkiMtf Mr. 

IMMMl HH«, NailHi. 
lifter, late Life M»»4a. 


•«H», Mr. H. BrafttfL 
lalravarlr, (hr HteTMa Mr. M. «. 
Taaltiteia Kbaa, (H Haa'hte Mr. 
Tatal Abate Ok*wtfk*ry, BaiM Nall. 
Zahar Abate Ohaahhanr, Maahri. 


Ayes being 04, Noes 97, the motion* was lost. 

t 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 

vote Y • 


Do you want \our amendment to be put to tlit* 


4 

Dr. NALINAIC8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. Sir 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.shu Sanyal Uiat "the Hill W circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 19441’’ 
■was put and lost. 

Then the original motion of the llon’hle Mr .Tamizuddin Khan 
that “the Hengal .futi* Regulation Hill. 1939, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of 


(1) Maulvi Md. I si ail, 

(4) Maulvi A/Jiar A 1 i . 

(3) Mr. A. M. Abdul Hamid, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 
(ft) Mr. S. A. Salim, 

(0) Mr. Hirat Chandra Mandal, 
(7) Mr W A M. Walker, 

(N) Mr Sibnath Banerjee, 

(9) Mr Chnru Chandra Roy, 

(10) Mr. Slmhed All, and 

(11) the mover, 


with instruction to submit their report by the Sth f I)ecember, 1939, 
and that th« quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five,” was 
then put and Agreed to. 

r* 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think we miglit, at this stage, adjourn for the 
day. * 

fl (Cries of “Yes, yes”.) 


, Adjournment. 

It Wing 74i6 p.m. — 

*The ‘House *ns adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the * let 
DeeemWr, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under provision* of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

• e 

flip, Ass km am met in the Asm*iii1>1v9 liou.se, (\ilnittn, on Friday, 
the 1 st f>tH*emlier. 19M, at 446 p in. • 

Prmmt: 

e 

Mr. Sjwakei i^he Double Khan Iluhadu! M A/i/n Ihqt *, 
c.i.k i in the Chan. 11 Hon hh* Mmisteis un<l 1 1 mem hern. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Recognition of Tra* Unions. 

• 

M2. Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: «D With reference 

to the statement made on page S(j of “Two Years of Provincial Auto. 
nom> in* Bengal" published b\ the Ihreetor of l'uhlie Information, 
Bengal, August, PKW, will the Ilon'hle Minister in charge nj the 
Labour Department 1 m 1 pleased to state how many Trade 1 * niotiM have 
the present Government promoted up till now? 

(h) Mill the Hon’hle Minister lw» pleased to lav on the table slute- 
ftient showing — 

(il to how main of these Trade I nions have the ( ioverninont* 

granted their own recognition; and 

• * 

{n) for 4»ow many of them have they secured recognition, from 
the employer* ? 

• 

<c) Have the Government am -jxu ml machinery for grunting such 
recognition v # * 

i 

(<l ) If s<>, wliut the name of th$ machine! y and what are it* con- 
stituents! * 

• , • 

(c) Wfyat are the rules and regulations for the guidance M ftfiw 

machinery ? 

(/) Will the Ifon’bje Minister lie planned to# state whether thin 
recognition referred to in clans*. (M has any connection with the appli* • 
cation for recognition that jias of late been invited by the eminent 
in connec tion with the coming Calcutta Corporation Election in accord- 
ance wi|h the newly amended Calcutta Municipal Act? 

* 
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QUESTION?. 


[1st Dec, 


MINISTER in charge of the LABOUR DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. c Suhrawartfy): (a) and (b) The hon'ble member’s 

attention is invited to the answers given by me on the 27th March, 
and 22nd June, 1939, to similar questions asked by him. • 

(r) None. 

(d\ Does not arise. 

(e) Recognition of each Trade Union is given on the merits of its 
past activities and I am endeavouring to frame general rules on this 
subject. 

(/) No. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: m rfTT? 

WITO? fa Two years of Provincial Autonomy in Bengal 
— CTO CTO Unions 'SR? fTOR recognition C5W ?CTO — TO 

far, $c?w tot fa ?t? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Undoubtedly the 
honourable member has read that l>ook. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of privi- 
lege, Sir, ®nfa <3$ 3R TO TO CTR 9 tT$ •TTf I ei'sco Rtfr 

Oovernment CTR CTO Union CT recognition faCTOR; fa*$ TO TO 
CWT principle and jsdicy a? SSqTrfi RSTT 5? — fa 1 ^ CTO straight 

i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Wb at is tin* passage*" Have you got that lx>ot: 
wit I i \ou Y 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: ! <au gei it from the 
Library. 

The Hon’Ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On u point of order, Sir 
If the honourable member wishes to knov* whether a certain passage 
appears in a Government publication, surely 1 am entitled to refer him 
to that publication. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: TOT? STRT? $CTOT Govern- 
ment nfWT? trot — CTO WR Union CT recognition faCICtR. « CTO 

CTO Union RF ?T recognition CTO TORT CfTOT t Bflfa 4 TOC*f 
direct answer wtt Policy TO principled? W 5Tt TO 

The Hon’ble ML H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I referred the honourable 

gentleman to an answer which I have on the 22nd June, 1939. If I 



18».] QUESTIONS. I* 

may recall that answer, it wa? something on this line that although no 
formal recognition* has been give# to any trade union, we have given 
practical recognition to many trade unions, b&cause we received 
representations from them am! 1 have been endeavouring to see that 
the emph* erf ‘ al>»<> gi'e theyi practical recognition in that manner. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdBE: stos 

e*T*«I Caiim t#IWt Union c* recognition fHTTril w* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot uiu^rstarid unless 1 read that passage. * 

Mr. ATOL KRJSHNACHOSE: 1 l**g to draw vour attention to 
the fact that within such u short time, if the Hon’hle Minister refer* 
to some particular publication, is it jmssible for any member of this 
House to go through the contents of that publication ami come to any 
conclusion Y 

• 

• Mr. SPEAKER: If that is a question of a particular passage, he 
ought to have read it 

Mr. 4lOCt8H 8HANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
explain what is the cl ill ere iu*e between formal recognition and practical 
recognition Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The difference is m law, 

and it is this; that a formal recognition will be given by (lovernment 
after rules have been framed ami application has been made by the 
union, and I am fully satisfied with regard to the point as to whether 
the union conforms to those rules. The rules have not yet been « 
definitely framed, because 1 want clearly, if a question of recognition * 
has to be considered, to get the cooperation of the* employers 
in this imittrr. Mere tiovernrnent recognition will not Is* of verv 
much help to tl#* unions, unless I can get employers along with me 
Until that i** done, I am giving them practical recognition and I am 
endeavouring to help them in every possible munner* f 

• 

Mr. SIBNATH ^ANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1m* 

• pleased to state hojy many years will he take to formulate the qondi- 
tions on which the recognitions should be given? 9 

Tha Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAQDY: U is m difficult to 
make an employer understand the true meaning of tfade union*, an it * 
ia difficult* for me to make ray honourable friend on the ' other side 
understand it. * ’ 

18* 



tm QTTESTI0N8. [1st B*c., 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I have not yet got the answer £o 
my question. My question is that «how much time the Hon'ble 
Minister is going to take to formulate conditions which if a union 
satisfies will give it recognition. Often we hear about conditions 
being imposed. We want to know" what .those conditions a!*e. t 

« 

The HoiPble Mr. H. 8, tfUHRAWARDYs The approximate time 
will (fepend very much on a favourable atmosphere and I look to my 
friend on ike other side to create that favourable atmosphere by taking 
to the paths of constitutional trade# unionism. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER : How long will you take to fornfulate* those 
rules, that is what Mr. Bauer jee wants to k'now ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : T do not w'ish to frame 
rules without the help of tin* employers or of the trtlde unions, because 
if Government have to frame rules, they must have as large a 
measure of co-operation and agreement as possible with tho^e 
corn el Tied. 


Mr. J 0 CE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Tlon.’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long this eduruti\e propaganda amongst the 
employers will have to be carried Iwfore tlie rules ran be formulated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is very difficult 
for me to forecast, but, I believe, it will take less longer time than 
the educative propaganda that 1 have to earn* on amongst my friends. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA* Will the Hon’bh* Minister 

be pleased to state m terms of da\s, months and years, so that we 
can understand when we can have them? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This ‘ met&nhysical quas* 
tion cannot be reduced to concrete terms. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister aiso consult the yepresentatives *of the employees in matters 
of framing rules? f 

Th# Hon’blp Mr* H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes; 1 shall certainly 
db so. Of course I will choose the trade unions. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state wficther afhliatio?* to the Muslim Chamber of labour 
is a condition necessary for formal recognition? 
v < 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doea not arise. 



QUESTIONS. 

• . 


IMfcl 


*4 


Anmal imw tb tlon in mm .part* o< th* (fatriot of Bogra. 

• 

.•It. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALls <<*> Is the Hon’Mt 

Minis^pr in charge of the Communications and Work* Department 
aware that some parts of We*k liogra, vir. , Souamukhi. Akkelpur, in 
police-station Adamdighi, and some jiarSs of villages in police-station 
Khettal are subject to annual inundation due to insufficiency of the out- 
let through H&lpai, a railway bridge on the Santahar-Saidj»ur Section 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway Y 

(h)»l f s(^ what action doe* he |>rojHi*e to tuke*to save the people 
of that area from Aikm! lmy>c ? 

(c) If no action is proposed to lw» taken, is the llon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of an expert enquiry into the mattery 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srtschandra Nandy, of 
COSainthazar) : (<f) to (<•> {iovernment have taken up the examination 

of the general question of the adequacy of openings in railway em- 
bankments. •! und'tfMand that a projMMiul regarding the waterway at 
the place to which the hon'ble moinlier leters lias l»een submitted by 
the District Magistrate That proposal will In* examined by out 
experts in due course 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the expert examination is likely to In- completed Y 


The Hon*tNe Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cotsimbtzar: , 

I hop# very short I v 


Rural reconstruction grants. 

•» « 

•14. Maulvi. MUHAMMAD • ISRAIL: <o) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of .the Home Department lx* pleased to state the 
amount spent out uf the rural reconstruct ion grant <*f He. 2 lakhs 
placed at thy disposal of the Collectors, district by district, up to tii 
30th October, 1939 ? 

(6), Did the Cdllector# ask for any schemes from fhe Subdivision*] m 
Officers and other non-official bodies for spending the amount? 

• • • « • • 

(e) Has aay amount out of this sum bean spent in urban srsas? 



ISO QUESTIONS. f [1st D»c., 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Honliit 
Khwaja Sir NazimigMin): (a) The sufh of Ils. 2 lakhs'bas not been placed 
at the disposal of Collectors in its entirety. Grants are made ior 
individual schemes if approved on application. A sum of 
Ks. 1,01, 853 has been thus disbursed, 'details of which district by 
district are placed on the Library taHle. 

(//) Government issued no instructions that schemes were to be 
called for but understand that this w'as done in most cases, any repre- 
sentations from non-oificial institutions being also Riven consideration. 

(c) Yes, in some few exceptional cases. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if the sum was placed at the disposal of Collectors at 
the instance of the Government of Bengal or Uhe Government of 
India? 

r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: ( lovernmeut of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if at the time of placing the sum with the Collectors 
for disposal the Government of Bengal gave any general ( or special 
direction as to how the sum should lx» spent? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: May I refer the 

honourable member to my reply? It the honourable memlier will 
kindly read rn\ reph he will find that no sum was placed at file 
disposal of Collectors. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But it is stated', that a sum of 
Rs. 2 lakhs has not been placed at the disposal of Collectors. 

# 

uTttt 'Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, a s&m of 

Rs. 1 ,01 .Sod has been disbursed. r 

Tflr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With referfnee to answer (c), 
will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state the nature ,of the excep- 
tional cases where rural reconstruction grants were spent in urban 
areas? 

. The HOfYbl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to the statement placed oa the library table. 



im,] QUESTIONS. m 

Mr. PRAMATHA RAN4AN TJ4AKUR! With reference to answer 

<«)» namely, that grants an' made for individual #c hemes if approved 
oia application, will the Hon’ble Minister l»e pleased to state the names 
of offers* who actually approve or disapprove of the schemes in every 
individual ease? * 

« 

Th* Hon'bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Th.- Uov,.rnro*ht of 
Bengal. 

• 

Df^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know • which particular 

officer of th* Government of Bengal was giving the approval? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* It was done by the Home 
Department and the Minister. 

a 

• 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon hie Minister la* 
pleased to state whether Government . when they placed n portion of 
Us. k* lakhs at the disposal of Culler tors of whieh Us. 1. 01, Sod was 
actually disbursed, gave any sper ific or general instruction ns to how 
the Mini should 1 m* gpent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you have misunderstood the question 
I he position i* that after the t hemes were sent up and approved noney 
was placed at t In* di*q>osal ot Collector*! So money went with the 
scheme w hen approved. 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Government consider the 
desirability of fir-t approving the entire list of institutions and tin- # 
purposes for which money wus to l>e provided Indore fd acini? the moneys 
ut the hands of Collectors? 

• w 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Y our point is that instead of sanctioning each 
scheme hit by hit whether all the m hetne-i should he first approved. 

Dr. SanvaTs question isawhether instead of sanctioninif ip d initial 
schemes (fovernpiunt consider tha desiiahifitv of sanction ini? ail the 
scheme* from every part of He ngn 1 # fr*g ether and then allotting the 
•money district by district. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Collector* 
asked to send up themes and Government allotted money as the 
schemes came up from Ihe Collectors, 

# ftlaulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer ~<j), 
what wa# the actual sum placed ut tht* disposal of Collectors? • * 



* 

til QUESTIONS, [1st D&c., 

Mr. SPEAKER: No money was placed at the disposal of Collectors. 
The entire sum was*budgeted and the Collectors were asked to send up 
schemes and then money was allotted on each scheme sanctioned. * 

<’ r 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (c), 
what was the actual amount spent in urban areas? 

« * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, even if the 
interpretation made by you is accented I submit the answer has not 
been properly framed, because it is stated there that the sum of Es. 2 
lakhs has not been placed at the disposal of Collector in # i t s entirety. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do agree there. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: If tire honourable 
member will add up all the details contained in the statement placed 
on the Library tuble he will get his reply 

* 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL; ill the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state tiom mcmoi\ what is the propoition of the grant to 
urban areas to the total amount? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I think less fhan ten 
per cent. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: What are the considera- 
tions for which part of this grant was sprnl in urban areas? 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 

mt'inlicr will look through the details lie will find them theft'. 

I , 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Dongle Minister l* 

pleased to stute b\ whom were the applications made? 

ttt Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: District Magistrates. 

Ofe NALIN/VK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Government consider the* 
desirability of seeking the advice of the Rural Reconstruction Officers 
of Government in the disposal of this sum? 

The Hon’blt Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as this sum is 
concerned ’when the Rural Reconstruction Department gets on going 
naturally all grabts will 1 h» through that * department, but at" the 
present jiine it is not in full working order. 
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I QUESTIONS. 1H 

Itelihri MUHAMMAD I8RAIJ.; Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state if a District Magistrate of a certain district did not send 
up any scheme, the case of that district went by default f 

« • * 

TM Hon’ble Khmji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There was no such ca se 
of default, and the District Magistrate «c,f his district got the largtwt # 
sum. * • 

Mr* 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: W itli reference to answer (/i) t 
may l emjuire wlicthei Government ha\e received schemes fiom district* 
valued at - lakhs J* 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The schemes tm which 
money has been allotted cost Its 1. 01, So l. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. Will tin* lloulde Minister l»e 

pleased to state it sehem* s worth 1G It lakhs ha\e been tecei\cd by 
(fovernment but Government h«\e not upproved of all the scheme*!'' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No I hat is t ,«,t 

correct. , * • 

Mr. QHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: W ill the lion Id, Minister In* 
pleased to **tate whether the contnbutiotis horn local people is a iondi- 
t ion precedent ho Government giant?* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think it was 

an absolutely essential condition, but as a tub* that was one of the 
necessary umditmns ho getting the grant quickly. # 

• 

Mr. ATUL CHfNDRA SEN: Will the HorThlc Minister | N . pleased 

to state whether eontrihutions were made hum this fund to local 
institutions, libraries, and clubs lor doing propaganda work lot Govern* 
ment!* • 

• • # # 

The Hon*bl*. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I <l<. n..t tl.int *>.* 

I 

* Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHM00D: Will ih.- ll.m’IJr Mi.h.i.. be 

pleased to %tatr whet Imt moiicv spent li> Dislrirt OHirei. in »ee< *d. 

ance with the scheme of jurat reeonstru* turn propounded by the HoiThJjB 

Minister in charge of that department sorry time a^o?' * 

• • • 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Si£ NAZIMUDDIN: Thij« is a tjuft^ separate 
grant and it has nothing to do with the Rural Reconstruction Depart- 
ment grent. • 
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184 QUESTION^ [1st D*., 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view ©f the answer just 
given by the Hon’ble Minister, is it not a fact that the interests of the 
poor people suffer to a great extent as a result of it? 

t 

« Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble k.u.ntn 
pleased to slate whether members of this House have been consulted in 
drawing up any of the schemes? f 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That question does net arise.* 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
p loused to state whether lie has issued any instruction to the District 
Officer to consult the member* of this House? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon' ’hie .Minister he 
pleased to state whether the rural reconstruction has been contemplat- 
ed to be taken by every department of Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T liut qiii'Minn (loos not nriw*. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the total umonnt involved in the schemes 
so fur received by Government ? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice 

Representation of sub-j*il clerks. 

» « • 

*15. Maulvi AULAD H089AIM KHAN: (a). Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home* (.Jails) Department be pleaded to state 
whether any u^uraiKT was given on the representation of the sub-jail 1 
clfcrhs to appoint them in clerical services in district and central jails? 

* (/>) If so — 

k (i) how iniutv sub-jail clerks "have since then been given such 

' posts ; 

‘(ft) what are 'their qualifications; and 

' (tit) srliat princjple is followed* in such recruitment? 
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1938. 1 QUESTIONS. 188 

* 

Til* Hon'Me Kkw*)» Sir NAZJMUDOIN S Government ordered 
on the representation that there is no objeetinn to^he appointment of 
sub-jail clerks to the clerical service in district or central jails provided 
they are adequately qualified and any Nuch candidates should he duly 
considered when vacancies aris$. 

(b) (i\ Five. • 

(n) hour are matriculates and one has passed the I. A. examination. 

(ui) Recruitment is made on merit, efficiency combined with 
seniority. # 

• # 

Manners of (.egislaturts as «U. • V IWUVI M 
•18. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: <«> I. the H.m’Mo 

Minister in ehurge of the ll'»me (Jails* department aware that there is 
a pro\i,sion in the ff.nl Tod.* fur the appointment of all the members of 
the Legislatures b\ rotation in the district as .lad Visitors V 
• ( l> » II the answer to on is m tin* afhrnmti\e. will the Hori‘ble 
Minister he pleased to state the rea-ons u !i v the title is not observed in 
all the distru ts m the piownn in getieial and in Hinajpur in parti- 
cular ? • 

t 

(c) \V ill the lion Ide Mmistei he pleased to lay on the table a stnte- 
numt slum i no the name or names of the district or districts where the 
rule has not been eomplied w it It v 

(</t What steps t ii anv do***, the Hon’lde Minister propose to take 
for the stint observance of the said rule? 

. Th# Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAIIMUDDIN: {a) Yes. 

t//i I ha\e no in loi mat mu t * » the effei t that 'be rule is being din- # 
regarded m anv district 

(i ) and id ) Do not ai is**. 

• • 

Mr. NISAITHA NATH KUNDU: Will tho non ’We Minim.r be 

pleased to state what steps he lias taken to obtain information from the 
districts ? 

The Hon’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In pra. ticull* nil* the 

jails there are M L A.^s us visitors, 

4 

Mr. NISHITHfc NATH KUNDU: M.v qumtion ♦was thnt»*tkfge 

ift a provision in the Jail Lode for the upjKuntinent of inemher* of the. 
Legislature by rotation a« jail visitors, will the II on’ hie Minister 
pleased to state whethc* that provision is* taken ifitq consideration in 
appointing the jail visitors? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja lir NAZIMUDDIN t nr. TuA*i/u) 

of rotation. 
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m QUESTIONS. [1st 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: .Will the Hobble Minister be 

pleased to state whfch particular jails particular M.L.A.’s are expected 
to be made visitors of, — whether to the jails within their constituencieB P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a very difficult 

• question. As a rule they belong to the' same district in which the jail 

is situated. * 

Dr. NAJ.INAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

. pleased to state whethei the (VnliaJ .Jails which do not belong to any 

particular district, will have ant visitor from persons who do not 

represent a part iculai 'district but a division*' * * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: If the honourable 
member bring this to m.\ notice later on, 1 will look into it. It is 
rather complicated, and 1 cannot give an answer offhand. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lion 'lde Minister be 
pleased to stale what, steps did he take to obtain information in this 
regard P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got nothing 
further to add to what I ha\euliead\ said. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will ,he Hon'ble Minister he 

jib asi d to stale what is the difficult \ i n ai ran^in# b\ rotation, having 
regard lo the number of jails and all the members of the l.egislative 
Assembly , to fix a period according to the numbei of members 
available Y 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It will be rather 

• difficult, especially in the case of M > nieiisin^h district to get all 

• M.L.A.'s within the period of five \ears. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the IlWbir Minister be 
pleased to state whether one M.L A. or one M L.<\ is appointed at one 
time in one year, or more than one ma\ U» appointed!* 

Tb« Hor'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not quite renumber 
the uutuber, but it depends upon the* number of M.L.A.’s or M.L. (Vs 
residing in the district in which the jail is situated. 

. f Ml. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: V\ ill the Hon’ble "Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that none of the jail visitors appointed to the 
N.akhali District Jail are members of the legislature }" 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be ho, because 

there are^ non-officials who take \ery great interest in this work, and 
thejf do very useful work, no it would be unfair to them if they are 
entirely yxeluded from this. 



IS*] QUESTIONS. 1ST 

Mta NARENQRA NARAYAJt CHAKRABARTY: 

WK «E=gHf C¥Ttf WWW f* Cl W CWtttt CWWI 1 % P(3'1 UTCf. WUf* dl 
iTWLI* Cl UT H^lTl C1C1 flCHH 0*rcn 4 umi preference C1W 

in f¥#r? • • 

• * 

Mr. SPEAVeR: That question does* not urine. 

Communal proportion of the staff in the offlots of tbt Chiaf Impootor 
of Factories, and Chilf Inspector of Boilers. 

*17*. Mliivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: t-r Will the Hon’M, 

Minister in charge of the Coimneiee and Falntur Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement .“'hotting sepaiutely the present strength 
of the — 

(i) staff officers, 

• (n) uppei ami low ei dmoon t loiks, 

(no typist**, am! 

(ir) menials, 

. 

em ployed under tin* Chief Inspector ot Factories, ami the Chief 
Inspector of Boilers? 

(hi Hou many of each of those posts ure held by 
( i ) Hindus , and 
(/i) Muslims? 

t C) Will the lion hie Minister he pleased to la\ on the table a 
statement showing-- 

( 1 1 the names, and 
(a) the educational qualifications, 
of the i lie undents of the denial jmsts, upper and lower? 

(<h W ill the tlon'ble Minister 1 h< pleased to state whetlyr there have 
been any < uses of promotion in the Factorieg ami the Jloilen» Depart- 
menT during 1 the last se\en \eurs? # • • •• 

(e) If the answer to (dj is in the affirmative, will he be pleased to 
.state whe.her seniority in the length of service was ever taken into 
consideration at the time of promotion? # ## #• 

* % 
The HoiVWf Hr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY, (a) to (r) Statement* mA 
laid on the table. • . 9 * 

( d ) Yes. 

(k) Both merit and •euiority in the length of aerv&e were fiiken Into 
consideration at the time of promotion. # 



188 QUESTIONS. 

4 

[1st D*j., 

€ • 

Statement referred to if the reply to clauses (a) to (c) of starred question No, 17 \ 

Office staff of the CpiEF Inspector of Boilers. 

, 

t (a) (1) Staff officers .a 

i 

» 


(2) Upper and lower division 'clerks 

14 clerks, viz., 1 Superintendent, 
2 upper division clerks, 1 
cashier and 10 lower divi- 
sion clerks. 

(3) Typists 

2. 


(4) Menials 

18 (1 vacant). 



Caste Scheduled 
Hindus. Castes. 

Muslims. 

(b) (1) Staff officers 

2 - Nil 

Nil 

(2) Upper division clerks (including 1 
Superintendent and 1 cashier). 

4 rtii 

Nil 

(3) Lower division clerks 

0 Nil 

4 

(4) Typists 

Nil Nil 

2 

(5 Menials 

11 1 <• 

5 

( c ) Names of upjicr division clerks. 

Educational qualification. 

(l)Babu Janaki Nath Bancr joe (Superin- 
tendent). 

Matriculate. 

i 

(2) Babu Pashuputi Chakra varty (upper 
division clerk). 

Ditto, 


(3) Babu Kalipada Mukherjee (upper divi- 
sion clerk). 

Under -graduate. 


(4) Babu Purna Chandra Dutt (cashier) . . 

Non-Matriculate. 


Names of lower division clerks. 

Educational qualification. 

i 

(1) Babu Sasi Jiban Sen 

Non-Matriculate. 


(2) Afauk i Sfd. Wadiyet tlliyh 

w Ditto. 


(3) Babu Krishna Mohan Dutt 

Matriculate. 


r 

(4) IJabu Sarat Chandra Ohosal 

DittOj 


{#) Babu IVemtosh Kumar Sinha 

Ditto. 


Maulvi Shaik Oli Ahmed 

Non-Matriculate. 


(7) Babu Khagendra Nath Chfetterjee 

Ditto. 


(8) MaulvLMd. Abul Farah 

Matriculate. 


(9)' Maulvi Khondker Baric All 

Graduate. 


(10) Babu Jitendra Nath Chakravert> v 

Ditto. 




QUESTIONS. 


19 *. ] 

t 

Oinoi staff qr the Chief Inbi 
(a) (1) Staff officers 

« • 

(2) Upper %nd lower divisiorf clerks 


(3) Typist* 

(fl Menials 

(6) (l) Staff officers — 
Caste Hindu 
Schedul'd Caate 
Muslim 


lA 

e or Factories t Bengal. 

• 

11 (one post vacant, vi*„ Cer- 
tifying Surgeon of Factories, 
Barrack pore). 

. ^ 13 clerks, viz., 4 upjwr division • 
10 lower division and 1 post 
vacant (clerk of the Certi- 
fying Surgeon of Factorial, 

Barrack pare). 

•• 

.. 17 (2 vacant). 

.. 3. 

.. 1 . 

. . Nil 


(2) Upper division clerks — 

Caste Hindu 
* Muslim 

(3) fiouer division clerks — 

Caste Hindu 
Muslim 

(4) Typists — 

Caste Hindu 
Scheduled (’aste 

Muslim m 

• * 

Indihn Christian 

t 

(f>) Menials — 

Hindu 

Muslim* 

(c) Names of upper divinion clerks. 

*. 

(1) Babu Jibon Krishna Banerjee 

(2) Babu Rukmini Kants Chakra v arty 

(3) Babu R&moni Mohan Bose 
(#) Babu Debendra Nath Qupta 


4. 

Nil. 


8. 

2 . 


Nil 

2 . 

2 . 


•• §. 

.. 7. 

Education!] qualification • 

Under -graduate. 

. . "Matriculate* 

Ditto. 

• 0 

* . Non-Matriculate. 



QUESTIONS. 


Names of lowej division clerks. 


f 


f 


[1st Bid,, 

» 


Educational qualification. 


(1) Babu Profulla Ctf. Roy Chowdhury 

(2) Babu Sailendra Nath Sinha 
(2) Babu Hirendra Nath Sen 
(4) Babu Gour Chand Dass 

(6) Babu Sadhan Chandra Ghosal 

(6) Maulvi M. A. Jabbar 

(7) Babu Balai Nath Mukherjee 

(8) Maulvi Abdul Hakim 1 

(9) Babu Lolit Mohan Chatterjee 

(10) Babu Nagondra Nath Banerjoe 


Graduate. 

Matriculate. 

Under-graduate. 

Non-Matriculatq 

Matriculate. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Under -graduate. 

Matriculate. 

Ncn-Matricuiate. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for the absence of any Moslem in the cadre 
of the staff ¥ 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Possibl y very few stall 
officers have been recruited in our time, and unfortunately among the 
few now recruits no Moslem possessed the requisite qualifications. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the appointments of tin* office sti^ff of the 
Chief Inspector of Boilers were made alter due advertisement ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of how 
the appointments are made since 1 am not responsible in a manner for 
these appointments But I take il that tho\ must have Wen appoint- 
ed according to the Secretariat Rules 


Bridge over the Dakatia in Tipperq. 

•18. Mr. 8HAHEDALI. (n\ Is the Hon’lde Minister in charge of 
the OonimunhaUions and Works Department aware — 

4 * that? Chuml pur in the district of Tippera is a hig comm<*flial 
town and an important jutP centre; « 

(ii) that ('hand pur stands on'tvo sides of t lie river Dakatia; and 
„ j(m) that several boat accidents take place every year in the Dakatia 
ow r ing to narrow breadth of the Dakatia and incessant plying 
of boats and steamers ? 

Q>) If the answer to (a) (i**) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of erecting a bridge over the 
Dakatia in the nekr future ? 



UNK] QUESTIONS. of 

" Hwinu* nkwraja SRiKHANDRA NANIXY, of OmMkanrt 

(«) (*) and (iO Yes* • 

(tit) I have no information. 

(&) Nonsuch proposal is under the f oo ns i deration of Government. 

• • 

tHAIJiOALI : With* reference to answer (nO, will the • 
Hon ble Minister be pleased to at alt* what steps he has taken to secure 
this information ? s 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CNANDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbaiart • 

Unless^ some rejnert or uny information roac hes (internment, it is not 
possible to usceitaip if un\ art ldcut really octuitimI. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will th. H on 'hie Minister he phrased to state 
whether he enquued of the Kuhciiv isionul (Mlieer of ('hamlpur? 

The H on* ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbaxart 

I*ihe!ieve some local otlieers were asked 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Will (he Ho„’ble Munster Ik* 

pleased to etate he k** auaic that several cns»\s of accident were 
reported to the police, ami the pol i< «• made enquiries tin-irony 

The Aon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaxart 

It may he so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the llon’hle Minister Ik* 

pleased to state jf In* made enquiries of the Home Department which 
department is responsible for iccvmng rejxuts of accident ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDf, of Coteimbaxar: ' 

No, Sir. ( * # 


A b e enoe of urinals in local trains running botwoon # Calcutta ami 
*' • Bongaon. # 

. * * 

•18- Mr. 8ERAAJL ISLAM: yt) In the Hotrhle Mimic ter in 

charge of the LalcoSr Department aw»rc* — * • 

• • • 

(») that there are no arrangements for urinab* and privies in th^ 
Inter and Third (’lass carriages of the ^oral trainee runnfflg 
between Calcutta and Btmgaon; and • ^ 

(it) that the pu»sengersj>f those clauses are inconvenience*^ for tjieir 
absence? . 



•m QUESTIONS. [1st Bec., 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, w£at steps, if any, 'do 
the Government propose to take in the matter? * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja ftRlftCHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

(a) Yea. I am informed that it is not the policy of the ltailwa> 
administration to provide latrine accommodation in any t^ass of carriage 
on loqal trains covering less tlian 50 miles. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. PRAMAtHA RAN JAN THAKUR: Will ,ihe dlon’ble 
Minister lx* pleased to state if he is aware that ‘for want of latrine 
accommodation passengers arc compelled to commit nuisance in the 
open? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. As a matter ot 
fact it is entirely for the Railway Advisory Committee. 


Cultivation of jute in Malda district. 

•20. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: (,/) Will thee Hon'bh 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department bt 
pleased to state — 

(t) how many acres of land were cultivated for jute in the Maids 
district last year; and 

(it) whether he is aware that the district produces negligible 
quantity of jute in comparison with other jute growing 
districts P 

(b) If tips answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, afe the Government 
considering the desirability of excluding the Malda district from th« 
operr.tiott of the Jute Kegist ration ScheiuO? 


MINISTER in charge of the*ACRICULTURE and INDUSTRIE! 
QEtaRTMENr (the Hon’ble Mr. T*rozuddin Khan): (,/) <t) About 
23,400 acres. 

K# 

(it) The acreage of jute ip Malda is by no means the smallest of an; 
di*$rict in the province and can hardly be regarded as negligible. 

(b) No. 



QUESTIONS. 



unstarKed QUESTIONS I 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 


tti 


Ctmtitation of • bridge over the Owarke in Murshtdehad. 

5. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYXL: (a) In the Rouble r M in in- 
ter in charge of the Com muni oil ion* ami Works Detriment aware— 

(i) that the construction of tb^new bridge at Knmtgiuiu across the t 
river Dwarka along the Kuudi-Berhumpogc Hoad in the dis- 
• tiiet of Munihidabad was completed lost summer; 

(if) that it was to have lieen formally oftened at the beginning of 
August last; and 

fut) that before such opening the approaches to the bridge on either 
side were washed away, leaving the bridge separated from 
either bank? 

• 

( ft) If the answer to Ui) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state — 

(A what ate tlu* reasons (or such discomfiture of the bridge; 

(a) what steps, if any, are lieing taken to prevent recurrence of 
, such havoc in future; 

(ii A what has lieen the actual cost of construction of the bridge; 

(ir> what amount, if an> , will have to lie spent for additional safe- 
guard ; 

(r) who was entrusted with the construction of the bridge; and 

(ri) what action, if any, bus been taken or is lieing projwwed to la* 
taken against the contractor for the defective construction f 4 


Th« Hon’JII* Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANOY, of Coaalmtoazari 

(a) (A Yes, in t^e sense that the bridge was ready for traffic, byt the 
construction of culverts on the approaches in accordnifce with the 
approved plan, had l**eu postponed in order that traffic Bright pass over 
during the rains. • * M 

(ti) Yes. 

(tit) Yes, a smajl length of the approaches won washed away# 

* #♦ 

( b ) ( I ) There was a record flood in the river this year and the earth) 
work between the bridge and the approaches was new, 

(it) It is proposed totsonstruct a^horf span at Aclfend of the bridges 
in place of the proposed culverts in the aptiroaches. 
fiii) The contracted cost was Re. 1,10,442. 


14 



1&4 QUESTIONS. ffsi Djr., 

(«’) Little, if aty, as this short spdfi will replace the culverts not 
yet constructed on this approach. 

(r) Messrs. Braithwaite, Burn and Jessop. 

( ri) There wan no defect in construction. 

■ • t 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to ‘answer (a I (tii 
that ‘a small length of the approaches was washed away, will tin 
Hon'ble Mjn inter he pleased to state the actual depth and the bieadtl 
of the portion that actually was washed away? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossiifibazar: 

Sir, it is diiiicult for me to give the actual'measurement offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister U 
pleased to state it he is aware that practically tin* ‘whole length etjua. 
to one span of the bridge bus been washed away? 

• 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, 1 may inform t fit* honourable member from my personal knowledge 
tthat he is not absolutely correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Muiisiei la 
pltuised to state with retereme to aiiswei u/>, that it is pioposed t( 
construct a shotf spun at each end of the bridge in place ot t lie proposed 
culverts, will he he pleaded to state if any ai i angements h.i\e been 
made ahead v to get the estimates and tin* plans made tor the span? 

< The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar! 

1 Yes, Sir, the estimates are under preparation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon'hle MniMei he 
pleaded to Matt 1 with leteience to answer l/n that h short spau will 
replace the culveits not \et < oust! acted, it lie is uwaie that there 
mil) *be ^itvessitx ot both the span as weU as the <ul\erts? «* 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 dtf.not think* that is the view of the experts. 

* f 

O' Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slaty ft his attention, wan drawn before the bridge was 
eontYruefejl to the necessity of having culverts kept, otherwise the 
bridge nyould be washed away and to that effect a resolution 
of the Kamli Bar Library was forwarded to him? 



QUESTIONS. f» 

Th* H^W* jlataraja iL#CHANDRA NARpY, of Oaaaiwhawt 

Sir, it is difficult to give a refdy to the question in one sentence. 
Sir, there was a provision for the culverts referred to in the original 
estimate Jmt in order to nv<gd delay* in giving the public the use of 
the biidge the construction* of the euherts was kept in aheyume; but 
unfoitunntel\ theie was un unprecedented Hood breaking all previous 
records,* w Inch was responsible for the washing uwa\ portion^ of the 
embankments filled up with Ioom* eaith. 


Of. NALINAK8HA SANYAS. \\ i t li reference to answer (rt)* 
tlmt thereat us no detect in construction, will the Ibmble Mmistet 
be pleased to state what was the drte< t then if il is , i( .t the defect in 
cntistnii lion it is a detect in designing which was responsible for the 
hi each r 

Mf. 8PEAKER; 1 he lion idc Mtnislei has answered u* due to 
yuprei edeufed Hood. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Si i , the answer as due to miprece* 
dented H<h>4 do»*s not explain Was then* any defccti\c designing of 
the bridge and was that drawn attention to Mure the Imdge wan 
count i acted y 

m 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Maharaja Inis answered that it in not 
that their was no cul\cit, 1 here was a <ul\eit along the bridge*, but 
foi eon\ etiiemv <»t the public, t be cwUeit wart not finished, that is why 

the cuhert was washed awa\ 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon blc Minister 1 m<* 
pleased to state by w hat turn* the profHi.m d span* on l?»lh sides are likely 
to 1 m* complied afid the bridge made available f«o puldii traffic l" 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of ^ottlmbaiar l 

Sivit i.s difficult tor no* to gj\e an idea <«f tijnc withouf «o*sgltiyj£ the 
experts, but I jM*|iev that it wjl take abfmt two months to complete 
the two additional span*. 


Rate of rent in permanently*§ettled areas. 

6. Mr. RA8IK LAI* BI8WA8* mi** Is^ the rtojj’ble \fini-».*« ia 
charge of the Revenue Depart merit awaieuhat there exist* 4 feeling in # 
thejwovince over the quea^ion of reduction of th# yite of rgnt in* the 
pegnanently-settled area®? 



QUESTIONS. 


vk QUESTIONS. [1st D*c. 

(b) If the anewel to (a) is in the a ffi Dilative, will^the Hon’ble Minis 
ter be pleased to state what action cfther than setting up of a Cora 
mittee to enquire into the incidence of rent has been taken in th< 
matter ? » 

* * . t r 

, ( c ) Have the Government taken any, steps since 1st April, 1937, fo 

the reduction of the rent!' • * 

(d) If not, what steps, if any, do the Government propose to tak 
in this mutter in the immediate future ? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT^ (tin 
Hon’bla Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) yes, Government are awar 

that such a feeling exists in some quarters. 


(b) and (r) Besides setting up the Committee referred to, Specia 
Officers were appointed to enquire into the incidence of rents in th 
districts of Mytnensingh, Faridpur and Howrah with a View to examin 
the desirability ot taking action under section 112 of the Benga 
Tenancy Act to reduce rents. The reports of the Special Officers an 
now under examination by the Board of Revenue whose view 
are awaited by Government. The question as to what is th 
case for adjusting the general level of rents of * agrieuliura 
land in Bengal has also been included in the terms of reference to th 
land Revenue Commission. 


(d) Does not arise. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8; ustt* qp c<i*w fa c*R c*T 
quarters a affJR fading ®rrpr? , 

The Hon’ble fir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The quarter U 
which the honourable member himself Indongs. 


Development of a seaside resort within the borders of Bengal. 


7.‘ Ati HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI: (a) U the Hon’bl. 
Minister in charge of the Couupunications an<^ Works Departmen 
awarp — ° 

^ ' (i) that a feeling exists in this province over the question that < 

v seaside resort should be developed within the borders o 

Bengal ;• and * 


m \ii) that in a sketch m£p prepared hy Mr. King, Special Officer, 
s t Road W^ r ks, Digha has l>een mentioned as the proposed sea 
side resort for Calcutta? 



fife] QUESTIONS. & 

(6) I* there an*’ railway ckingction to the pi*#? 

• 

% (c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’Kle Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action d^es he propose to take in the 
matter? * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAMDY, of Cotaif*aiari 

(a) (0 I understand that such a feeling is prevalent among certain 
sections of the wealthier classes. * 

(«) Yes. 

(b) No.* 

(r) None at present. 

Rai HARENPRA NATH CHAUDHURl! Will the IWble 
Minister be pleased to state that in view of the fact that the wealthier 
classes can go to distant seaside resorts in other provinces, what grounds 
there are for the llon’hlc Minister to consider thut the feeling is confined 
only among the wcaltheir classes ? 

The- Hon’ble Mkharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coatimbews 

Sir, in order to develop t hi* sea si < If resort referred to by the honourable 
memherawe will have to ^pend a considerable amount ot money on the 
construction of roads, and it is not the policy of Government for the 
time being to spend money on roads for that purpose. * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: M y question was some* 
Ihing very different. With reference to answer ia i, he says “I under- 
stand t hat such a feeling is prevalent among certain wet ions of the* 
wealthier classes/' My question was whether in vitw of the fact that* 
the wealthier daises can move to distant seaside resorts in other 
•provinces, what are the grounds for the lfon'hle Minister to consider 
that the feeling is only confined among wealthcir olnssesj 

# 

*Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8QHANORA NANOY, of ffoSMbltar: 

That is bemuse the Jfeeling in the <jpuntry for spending more money 
o on roads is entirely for a differenf purpose. There is an increasing 
demand for giving more facilities for roads to the*agrirulturi*t# *to 
bring their produce to the market place and m> forth. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The questions are" over. *The House stand# 
adjourned for fifteen minutes. ' < ~ 

• • • t 

* The JHouae at this stage adjourned for fifteen minutes. 



ra5 NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. [1 st D*v 

* / ' 

# (After adjournment.) * 

NON-OFFICIAL t MEMBER8* BILLS. 

« * 

The Bengal Local Self-Government '(Amendment) By l v 1937. 

Mr* P. BANERJI: Sir, T beg to move under the proviso to sub- 
rule ( 2 ) of rile 19 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Proredure Rule* 
•that the Bengal Local Self-Governntent (Amendment) Bill, 19 d 7 , l» e 
continued. • 

The motion was put and agreed to 


The Adi Ganga Improvement Bill, 1937. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 hog to move under the proviso to sub-rule ( 2 ) 
of rule 19 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rule* that tin 1 
Adi Ganga Impiovement Bill, 19**17. he continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, 1 heg to move that the Adi Ganga Impiove- 
ment Bill, 19*17, he taken into consideration. r 

In doing so, 1 must submit that my Bill is a very shoit one and 
was introduced a very long time ago The object of m\ Bill is that 
the Adi Manga which is the old channel ot the sacred Bhagirathi 
(Ganges) is in a deplorable condition and both sides are full of slum 
quarters, ditches and jungles leading to tin- pollution of the water and* 
making the locality unhealthy and unsightly. There are only 
o clauses in this Rill. I have given the Government a blank cheque 
and it is up to the Government to do everything possible. 
<l)r. N U.IN VKSMA Svnyw. : You aie giving a blank chetjue; wliat is. 
your hank balanced) (Laughtw.i To this 1 would Vuy that gentle- 
men of rank nave no money in the bank. 

Th« ifcoft'hle Minister *nyi\ ptobabh 1>e aware that at one tfme 
the Port rornmisshumrs used to dredge 4 this channel which is no longer 
d°ne. Man\ of the honourable mVyibers max not*be aware what this 
Adi Gnngu is. It is |>opuhtrly called "the Tolly’s Nulla”, from Alipore 
If' (Variaiiat bridge. I want to improve that portion of the Adi Ganga. 
v iiecessan not onlv because id its sacredne>s but also thousands of 
pilgrims visit the |Jace not, only from this province but from other 
v nartsj»f India ulsh, and also tourists from America and other places 
whenever they come to Tab utta ibex visif the Kalighat temple and 
the Xdi tVauga. <ThT* water of such a sacrVed river has berame pol- 
luted In the (litharge of foul water from mills situated on the bank, 
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of tlw wwag? aud j>tonu from iuunici|Mkl <1 1 ^ i n *, and by other 

sources of pollution. To add to tliis, last year 'Wiring the flood the 
nij^ht-aoil pipe passing over Chet la s sluice was broken, and the Cal- 
cutta Corporation notified that its watrr should not he taken. That 
was all they did. Still lakhs of* pilgrims eome here and take a dip 
in the Adi Ga^ga because its wifter is cotisideied very sacred. Govern- 
ment are floing all sorts ot improvements in the rural and urban ureas, 
but such an important place so near Calcutta, near the metropolis, 
though theie has been improxement all mund, this portion has been 
practically neglected and theivtori^ it is in the fitness of things that 
the Mijiister^ the Maharaja, should look into the fflntter and remedy 
the complaints in the satn^ win as he lias stopped the resuscitation 
of the Bhairab ri\er. It max be within the lecolleetion of fillet 
H' n'ble Minister that more than -fit \e.tr> ago at Knlighnt under the 
presidency of the late Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Xandx a 
meeting was heljl in xxliich tin* late Sir Surendia Nath Banerjea also 
spoke, and a largi meniorainlum wa> sent to the tiovernment, Gov- 
ernment in replx said that this u.i> a matter which required immediate 
attention. But anxhoxx the matter was shelved for the time being. 

Since then no attempts were made to improve that part of Calcutta, 

but some improvement howexer has been made now by the eontribut ion 
tiiat has ’been made by Sir Badridas Goetika who eontrihuted Its. 4 
lakhs and that part of Knlighnt has been improved. The river fitm 
silted up And the embankment destroxed. In view of all them* thing* 

I would reipiest the present Maharaja to take this matter up in earnest 
and not shelve the same as was nine done. Bv so doing he will stop 
the nmtagion on in taunt of pollution ot the river water from spread- 
ing to all the paits ot Calcutta But to m\ curiosity 1 find that 

tii* re is a motion tabled alieadx b\ the Maharaja to delay such an 
important matter by proposing its cin illation for the purjwiHe of 
eliciting opinion theteon tin* -fitth Apnl, Still I would 

i eijuest brill once i^rain to remedx this grievance of the Hindus in 
ygrtiiular \vlrt> consider the rixer to be a sacred one from time 
immemorial and ill so look to the health of the people of Calcutta and 
its suburbs. # 

With these words, Sir, I «*»minend my liioyon to the *aregptj»nee^of 
the House. 

• • 

• Tht Hon’ble Malytraja 8RI8CHArtDRA HANDY, of CoMimbyar: 

I beg to move that the Bill he circulated tor the purpose of eliciting* 
jpinion thereon by the dOth April, 1 1440. 

Sir, I may assure the* House tlu»< I have full sympathy with the 
object which the mover of thf Bill has in his mind, and it wauld IB*® 
griven*me greet pleasure to liable to help him in tbi* respec t. 4 should 
Iraw attention of the* House to clat^e* 4 and 5 of the Bill which 
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propose to charge he Calcutta Corporation and tbfe District* Board of 
the 24-Parganas to bear the entire cost of improvement and main* 
te nance of the scheme. In addition it is proposed that a terminal tax 
should be realised from the pilgrims who visit the Kaligkat temple. 
Sir, in a matter like this, 1 believe it ig only fair that the parties 
to be affected by the Bill should be given an opportunity to express 
their *views. Sir, my honourable friend was quite correct when he 
stated that' the Adi Ganga at one time formed the old bed of the Ganges 
and was known in those days as Gt^nga Nadi 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the definition f of Adi 
Ganga 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

And that was the reason why this was considered so sacred by the 
Hindus. But, I am afraid, he was not quite correct when he called the 
upper reaches as Adi Ganga. It is true that it formed a part of Adi 
Ganga at one time, but alter the improvement effected by Major Tolly 
in 1777 that portion ot the waterway from Kidderpore to Samukpotu 

Df* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (hi a point of order) Sir, May I 
enquire if the Iion’ble Minister is speaking on the Bill or is giving a 
history of some p re-historical period?' We are rather hard-yressed for 
time. We have got many Bills before us. We know all about this 
history 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Is that a point 
of order. Sir? 

Df. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes. 1 will show you a rule that 
anything which is irrelevant becomes a point of order. 

t 

Mf. SPEAKER: l think Dr. Sanya] did not me^n it as a point fit 
ordef. Unwanted to make an appeal to the Ilon’ble Minister. 

"The'HWble Maharaja, 8RI8CHANDH A NANDY, of Cossimtfazar: 

My honourable friend seems to think* that the monopoly of long speeches 
is left to him. 1 would not hdw> referred to jfost history but for the 
fact 1 that the mover himself has referred to it Sind I think I shall 
presently be able to show why I did so. The upper reaches of the Adi 
>(£anga from Kidderpore to Garia and Garia to Samukpota are popularly 
known as Tolly’s .Nulla and I may inform the House that we are oon- 
ai^eriug a scheme for the improvement of that portion of the waterway. 

t To effect any^ i improvement to the Adi Qanga itself there are various 
difficulties which stand in the way. Unfortunately a major portion of 
the riv-?r bed has been raised knd converted into paddy fields, croaa 
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bnatl* having be on put up l^re, and there. Vil&ges have grown at 
several places over it. It would not be a practical proposition to 
undertake the scheme suggested in the Bill. According to experts it 
is hydraulically a dead river. BesidVs it would cost a huge sum of 
money to ownplete the scKenje* As a matter of fact, in 1917-18 the 
question examined at some detail and it wan found that the cost 
would be prohibitive. Save and except that • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Though 1 ^thought Dr. Sanyal's point of order 
was a point of disorder, 1 find that it is now becoming a point of order. 

• i 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of CoatimlMuear: 

I bow down to your ruling but not to Dr. Sanyal. 

The Calcutta Improvement Act cannot apply to the entire portion 
of the waterway as it is outside the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust. 

I will now’ conclude. We are aware of the miserable water-logged 
condition of the salt lake areas to the south of Calcutta and so near the 
town. Wc # are considering schemes to drain out the Pune ban vagram 
as well as the Ohuni-Jutragachi areas w hich will improve local conditions 
oonsiderabh and may to some extent remove the grievances of the 
honourable mover of the Bill. 

With these words l would appeal to my friend to accept mv motion 
for circulation. I am sure that after what 1 have stated he would 
accept my motion. Once more 1 would urge that it is only just and 
fair that we should give an opportunity to the parties affected to express 
their views before taking any legislation in hand. With these words 
I would commend mv motion to the aeceptam e of the House. • 

• 

Mr. P. BAN£RJI : I accept the motion. 

The mofimi of the Hon’ble Mahaiaju Sri»i handrn Nandy, of C<>*»im- 
aaziir. tluit tin* Bill be lireulaled for the purpose of editing opinion 
thereon l.v the Wth April, 1!)40, was then put and ugreed to. 

- • 

Tho Bangal .Court of Ward* (Amondmont) Bill, 1937. 

• 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: Sir, I beg t* move under the 
proviso t# cuh-nile CJ) of rule H* of the Bengal legislative A»*efnUy 
Procedure Rules that the Beugal Court of Ward* (Amendment ,i # BjB, 
1937, be continued. # * • # 

The motion was put ami agreed to. , mm # 

.* Maulvi ABU HUOBBaIn 3ARKAR: I beg *alfc to nidle that th« 
•aid Bill be taken into consideration. # 
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Sir, tlie Bill is iifeended to do away ^om the Co(irt of W^rds Act 
one of the most infmoral provisions contained in section 6(e). The 
Act was passed to help the really needy and helpless zemindar, such ^ 
widows, orphans and lunatics, but subsequently section 6(e) was added 
to pamper the do-little and worthless dons of zemindars of Bengal. 

/ 

Mr. «PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Who is the lunatic , Sir? 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will you please find that 
'out? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is very difficult. 4 

« 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: The zemindars are responsible 
for tlie consumption ot a vast amount of money that may have been 
utilized for the economic development of the country. So there is a 
cry in the air foi abolishing the zemindari system. At such a time 
the present paternal treatment to a class ot zemindars who prove 
themselves ineflicicnt , extravagant, and unable to save iticn projHTty 1 
is highly improper. 11 tlm Hou.se be pleased to pas* m\ Hill into law 
anybody calling himseii a disqualified proprietor will not be able to 
keep his property under the charge ot Court ot Wards afid all the 
properties taken charge oi from such worthless persons will forthwith 
be released. This will, at t lie first instance, be an e\ e-opener to the 
zemindars who live on the unearned income derived iiom the labour 
of theii foieiathcis and not to li\e extravagant and questionable life. 
At the same time an impetus will be given to the \nung sous of 
zemindais to learn how to manage their own proper! \ So viewed in 
tills light tin' Bill may be considered to be in t he interest of the 
zemindars themselves, heaving aside the somewhat sentimental* 
ground I wonder why these able-bodied men will get shelter from 
Government. Hmv Van a microscopic lush of peisons not really nced\ 
expect paternal treatment? Is it not shameless and disgraceful? Can 
special right be claimed or created or exist for jiersons who bring 
misfortune on fheir own heads or try to shift the burden of the manage- 
ment of their prqpertN to Government ? Very main ot these zemindars 
are absent#* landlords whtf y>me to the metropolis tor living beyoffd 
their tneaus ami alter some time appl\ ' to the Court ot iWurds to take 
charge ot their property. 1 he original duties itfiposed on the land- 
lords, such as, spread of primary education, irrigation, and policing 
their' own zemimlanes are not now in their hands. I ask Si^ Bijoy to 
nK|ce out a clear case for his perpetual minors, some of wdioni generally 
sit on his right, left ?nd helipad him. 

% 

MI.8PEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Abu Gossain Sarkar, you must 
w itluhaw fiat expression. You cannot make* any reflection directly <or 
indirectly on any member of this Hpuse. ’ • 
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MftUtvi,ABU Hci$8AIN BANKER: I withdraw! Sir. 

But I ask Sir Be joy to make out a case for th^ }>er]>etuttl in in ora 
of the Court of Wards. If tin* properties were taken over for national 
welfare or t for nationalising them, th&re would not have l>een any 
objection froni our side. Ini^ tjjere is no reason whatsoever why the 
property of otm*rs is to be managed by the Court of Wards. It is a 
matter for Government to decide. By deleting section thei I liketto do 
awa\ with the privile*t* of disqualified proprietors to *ive their 
properties to the Court of Wards, and the other provision in the Bill 
is that all the piopeitios taken under tin* Couit of # Wards umlet this 
section %houUl be released at once, ami the last pronsion of my Bill 
is that disqualified* proprietor will not be able to berome members 
of any local bodies either b\ nomination or by electron To this mv 
motion perhaps Sir Be joy will come forward with some objections. 
He may ut*e that, it the properties of some of the encumbered 
zemindars aie irt»t taken chaise oi b\ (ioxernmeut the revenue will 
suffer. I submit 1 1» i -s cannot be a plausible objection. There are 
enough monied men who will purchase these zenmidans ami compensate 
Sir Bcjo\ and replenish his treason. 1 lie stenmidais are «'oiujH*lled 
to keeji tin* property in chaitre of the Court ot Wards only because, 

as they sji\ . fhe tenants do not pav their i « n t s This I submit cannot 

also be a true proposit mn Because when a property is taken oxer by 
t he Courted Wards the tenants *encr;tllx pa\ and there is im reason 
why the tenants will not pa\ it the property is imuiu*ed b\ the 
proprietor effieientlx The real reason for keeping the properties 
under tlie charge ot the Court of Wards nm\ be found soim wlore else. 

I mav quote a tow lim*s from the leport ot a Kuropeun rtxiluih, these 

ar^* astounding linos in a ’JIMh <eiiturv It h published in BMS, 

Then*, ho >a\s, “Their is alwa\s a tendenex for the rich to become 
richer and tin* poor to heroine poorer, am! it is hardly the duties of 
the khas mahal to interfere with this law of nature. ,4# This *ohtloimiii 
was appointed b\ ^rox eminent to report on the effect of suspension 
1ft rertitieate in t]u* khas mahal areas and there the gentleman makes 
this astounding remark. It is no doubt the opinion of a vvrlinn. but 
if this Ik* the opinion ot tin* present Government iibn, then 1 shall 
not Tie sorry if thev throw otft my Bill, lmt g if thev*elajm tfra# it*** a 
popular (tovernnferft then I suhtnff it is their duty to accept mv Bill 
and pass it into law. *1 do not um IfiTther. With these few remark* 
"1 commend mv inorton for the acceptance of the Ho ust. 

« 

Tht Hon*bl« 8»r BUOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: 1 he* to m <w* 

that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of elieitirift opinion thereon 
hy the -tOth. November, 1940* • 

Srr. first of all I woul<f like to point out tliaf Mr, Abu*How*Ain 
Saxfcar is^not quite correct when he*says in the objects and renatf n$ 
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of the Bill that thl original intention /or passing Ihe Act, s* far as it 
could 1m? gathered, *was to give protection to those who really need it. 
Besides giving protection, Government thought that it was necessary, 
in the interest of Government Avenue and for safeguarding* it, to give 
protection to estates of big zemindafs., That was reallv the primary 
object of the Court of Wards Act, and I venture to submit that that 
object*™ still being adhered to. It is only important estates with large 
charities, with historic traditions, the estates of families which have 
rendered useful and valuable services to the public and the State for 
generations, are given protection by the Court of Wards. The 
members of those families are always expected to render *uch Services 
at present and in the future and in fact they do fender such services 
still. These estates are not mere individual properties; without 
reference to particular instances I may submit as is well known to the 
members of this House, that there are many zemindari houses in 
Bengal which have rendered vuluable services to the country bv 
establishing schools and colleges, by maintaining charitable institu- 
tions, by constructing roads, by establishing hospitals and dispensaries, 
and these institutions are permanent ( barges on the revenues of these 
estates. If these estates disappear the public are not going to benefit. 
The public interests will seriously suffer, and it is undoubtedly the duty 
of Government to see that they do not suffer. If the zemindari schools, 
colleges and hospitals have to be closed down, or the charities main- 
tained by the zemindari estates arc withdrawn, then I am sure the 
public revenues will have to substitute the expenditure now met by the 
zemindars. Besides under Government management the tenants are 
supposed to la* better treated, so, that is also one of the reasons why 
at least my friend the honourable mover of the Bill should not object 
to larger number of estates coming under the Court of Wards. He 
says that there is a demand nowadays for ulndition of the zemindari 
system. I join iksue with my honourable friend. I have had occasion 
of visiting all the districts of Bengal during the laAt two years coming 
in close contact with tenants’ representatives and representatives of tlfo 
public, in general, but nowhere it was suggested that the zemindari 
system should.be abolished. On the other hand, I found that everyone 
was* anaiotls that Hie existing system sluttild be maintained as best es 
possible. Of course it requires pruriing here and there — some tighten- 
ing up somewhere — but that is* not abolishing Uhe zemindari system. 
8ir,«some of these estates which are at present "under the Court of 
/•Hards art* heavily indebted, and certainly the publh* of Bengal do 
^ *npt desire that these estates, these princely houses, should collapse or dis- 
integrate. Ben^abwill be*poorer if they do. ,and 1 for one, Sir, would 
' reytftjnlv regret such an incident. t 

Mr. lAbu Hojtsam Sarkar referred to a particular passage in tbs 
report 9 f Jlr. Stewart on the khas mahal management. I. am srnto 
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Mr. Sarkar lias misquoted it, ^1 would request m J honour* Hie friend 
to quote with reference to tlieVontext in whicy those words have 
been said. There is definitely a tendency on the part of the rich to 
be?‘oaie richer — the man who is rioh t is always anxious to become 
richei^ The man who is poc^r is ft*conomirall\ not in a position to help 
himself. Naturally lie Woiuor poorer though we all regret it, and 
certainlv*it is the desire of the present Government to help that lielp- 
less class as best as we cun for whom my friend seems to be so artxious, 
viz., the agriculturists and the tenants of Bengal. The , honourable 
member said, “why should the** able-bodied men l>e given such 
protection, they do not deserve it and it is an immoral provision in the 
Act“. # Sir, % I may say that the landlords have come to their present 
plight not Jways localise they wasted money but because of the 
general world depression. It has hit the agriculturists, it has hit the 
businessmen, it has hit the professional men, and it has hit the land- 
lords. By establishing the Debt Settlement Boards (iovernment are 
trying to help tile agriculturists. As most of these estates are trust* — 
iy the hands of their proprietors for public benefit, as they are assets 
to the country — Government think that it was their duty to give them 
protection, and so long as this Government remains in power it will 
go on giving them protection. With these words I commend my 
motion for acceptance of the House. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Court of Wards ( Amendment > Bill. 1?W7, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dOtli November, 1940, wai 
put to the House and a division taken with the following result:— 
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fark* Oaaa K k a aa a, i4«a. 
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O r lMtHa. Mr. ft. 
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'mmmmmm, Ma** Mft. 
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Rakmaa, Kkaa BakaBar A. M. L. 
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lirBar, Baku Lltta MunBa. 
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Mtven, Mr. J. W. R. « 
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TamixuBBia Kkaa, Ika Hoa’kla Mr. 

Tatal AkmaB CbauBhury, Maalvi Haji. 

Wardiwarth, Mr. W. C. 

WkltakaaB, Mr. R B. 
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AkBttl Waked, Maulvi. 

Aku Hueeala Barker, Maulvl. 

Akul MSI. Mr. MB. 

AkmaB Kkan, Mr. Syel. 
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Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nalk. 
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Banarjaa, Mr. kfciknatk. 
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Barman, Baku Ikyama PrataB. 

Baau, Mr. tantaak Kumar. 
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ChettupeBhymy, fbr. Hart pad* * 
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Maji, Mr. ABwaita Kumar. 
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Mukhtrjta, Mr. B. * 
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! Mattie k, thjut Askutuak. 

! Rramanik, Mr. Tartaiekaraa. 

BamNuBBia AkmaB, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara OkaaBra. 
i Ray, Mr. Kamalkriakca. „ 

, Ray, Mr. Maamftba Natk. 

laayal, Dr. NaJiaaksfca. 

| It*, Mr. Atal Chan Are. 

| lhahaBaK, Mr. 

Ika mead* a AkmaB, Mr. M. * 
: lingua, Baku Kabatra Natk. 

Siaba, trtjart M a a BeB r a Bkaaaa. 
j Oar, Mr. HapaBra Kumar. 

Wakur Rakmaa, MaakrL 

i * 


Ayr* twing lift* uml Nih*^ 57- the motion wa$ tarried. 
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Kht Bengal ifhtriM Sill, mil 

• Iji NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTAs Sir, 1 beg to move) under 
the provi^oD to sub-rule {2\ of rule* 19 of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Pumedure Rules /thg t % the •Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1WJ7, be 
continued. ^ , • 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAs'cUPTA: Sir. [ beg to move that 
the Bengal •F inherits Bill, 1TL, be referred to a Select ('ommitlee 
consisting of — * 

(1 i The Hon Ido Sir Bijn\ Prasad Singh Bo> , 

( 2 ) Mr. ('liarii ('ha mini Ro\ , 

( ; l > Babu > pendr.t Nath Barman, 
i 4 > Mauivi Abu Ilos.sam Sarkar, 

{')} Mr. Surendia Nath Biswas, 

((>) Mr. dogendra Nath Mandal, 

(7 Mr." Asimrjdd'in Ahme<l, 

( S > Mr. A ulad II o>sain Khan, and 
( 9 ) «the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report b\ the 21st February, HI40, and 
that the quorum of the Select (’oniimttee be fixed at four. 

rstt?. to **«*«> «,*•.**• c? isfc Fishery Bill «x? 

m oti to ettes *t:? •hi <r««tr cwr«r a 

a tj 3 i :? ji'tT $ir$? <T4>sn c4t?t«4i to?t # % 

5=37^ STR CTO *P? U* X<*TT- - 4?r ZU^W $\ r .Z4 XC*T STJt 

emres mr? aft errJ croft *9*\ wu aTO «rrwt «r?t ctott ri*i 

4r*TTtf TO, *T?1? TO TO CTO'o ?*'? sr % rsjtMT? '**'.? STT39 *TW C«7? 

irr?«T 47? i ‘4™ *??? «tto? h*wi 4T^tt? vc?? vr?*m 

sn 57?. T?T$ 5^ TOU? p % *'C7 TO? *H«TCT *3 *?T §Cj? &7?$ fai; 

w*rt, to? Sn? sjstjto? Sn? 4* *w<t c<nc* cto # toci. cn 

f*C* TO T W ? ?Ttl* TO «rf*X 4gfK *7*t *Wt T4TT? faCTO? ?J?*T 

• ^tCTWT 47? i TO?, ipfm n7W- Wc?? *7W— ST$7t C4TCJ C?*a> *tr4p «f I 
3ft5? few. tTTrtT CM? TO* ir$Tt C4T7? 4ft CTO 9R9 4*^9 *t*f 

C4TC? ff?t 7TO t^TTO? TOTT *(t?5T!RT 74T975 *rr?^$ TO7T? 4T7f TO a4T"5 f4*W 

nt«fw*5 tm 74tr ^ fw an j^ck? b?jr? 4Ttt*iwi «trot 
al Fishery «r*?r? l?^r ■rayr’s am 4tri 3?t>T to? arttow i ent ^Qjn^r# 

WtmTO? — TO twt «? «rcjfc S’^rr? tot? that the Bill be .circulate^ for 
ih^ purpose of . eliciting publi(\ opinion — at*? 
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4#r aro ci ira* ^ tot sRjwianr to ert crofi 

tUfc TO* TOT* TOT E^(ff *tTO? C* 3TOT? \+Cm wftw wtf* aWTOT to 

*rto mm murtw , totoo «cW to to tot cot a* oft TOtoto BwTwtft 
tos^I wtotf tot towt r*l srto .etto spot f^crt tfinm $*tf"ro toto hs 
topi eww * wrt crot «ro *n topEt qnw «l w— ** ^TOroftfa c^ 

• HUT TOIY fafW C*TCI «TO, &TCW WtfTO ** ^It TO CTO meip&er ^IblLb TOT 

yn T f » TO TOto*frC* OTTfTO - influenced tTOCff *TOI QCTO TOT* 

far fai * ,1w« to to crora at to =0*, ^sto wtoto tor^st cro mt 
atflfo wi IV$ sft <rftoto ^tt«t biro to hw.&Tk wnfto aero =rr c*Hc% 
tro ctto «crf*r tot jrfa topiW? $ro w< ^fuc$ w c’trcw to T4c<ri 
TOR bTTO TOTOTTO 9RT to; TO TO TOC5 *TO1 • ° 

aw wt cfiic^b — at wfa to ttonr^ oicmi sr^w f ^twrsRT ec?r i 

tot 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Dim Gupta, I am sorry* to interrupt you 
at this stage. I would not have done so but for the fart that there 
are other Bills and amendments thereto with which I would have ip 
hasten up and finish as much of them as possible. I am afraid I have 
to point out that you have introduced your Bill without obtaining 
the previous sanction of the Governor. So far as sectioq (3) is con- 
cerned it speaks of the right of a person in fisheries and you want 
to curtail that right. But under section 299(.T) “no Bill or amend- 
ment making provision. .. or for the extinguishment or modification 

of right therein shall he introduced in either Oiamber without 

the previous sanction of the Governor”. To mv mind it looks as if 
is requires such sanction. Unless you satisfy me 

8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I did not ask for 

« the sanction of the Governor because I thought that the provisions 

* would not require such sanction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under section (3) are you not taking away the 
right of a jgnion in the matter of fisheries to settle *With anybody he 
like? The modification of rights in a land includes 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, .Sir, that the modi- 
fication contemplated here is something different from what is pro- 
bably eought V> be contemplated in the section of*the Act. Here my 
ttfriend wants regulation and not modification in the sense that the 
r right should be extinguished. 

\ J|r. SPEAKER 8 Naturally. It is very 1 well understood. II I 
w^nt to settle with anybody and if you say I should settle with a 
particular person" that, I think* is a modification of the right. 
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Or. I|ALINAK|HA SANDAL : For example f Sir, let ua take 

the anilogy of the case of the ifengal Jute Bill.* There an attempt 
iS'Kiade to regulate production, and I shall have no right to produce 
jute iy nnjr manner and in any quantity 1 like, as also whatever crop 
f like in my land. In this/case*although the right in land possessed 
hy an indivicft^pl was sought to he modified, this point, namely, com- 
pliance *ith section 299(.J) was not raised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The right in* the modification contemplated in 
that case was something quite different. This Bit! goes against an 
aireadj existing right, namely, catching fish. Gotitrolling the* same 
ih something quite'dift'eient . in an\ case I am afraid I shall have to 
jx>stpOne the consideration of t h i ^ Bill till the Sth. As at present 
it does not satisfy me to pinceed with this Bill unless the Governor's 

assent is obtained a 

• 

• gj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: I did not apply for 
Governor’s assent, limuiM" I .lion^lil it was not necessary in tliis 
case. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If that is a!! what \oit lm\e got to sav, I urn 
afraid that umler the rule** 1 am under the painful necessity to rule 
that this discussion cannot pmceed fin t her at this stage; it will have 
to be taken up on the Sth instant. In the meantime our department 
will take the necessary steps to obtain the sanction. 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1839. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Biswas, regarding this Bill, Governor’ll 
"Billet ion under section 299(.'G has been obtained, but the recommenda- 
tion ot the Governor under section HHt.G lias tint. So <»i may 

not move \oiy motion, but the Bdl < an not lx* passed unless the recom- 
mendation is obtained. * 

• • 

* Or. NALINAK^HA 8AHYAL: Sir, Manet iou can be Kiiheequently 
taken, and he nun move it now. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, Lbeg to, move for leave*to 
introduce the Bengal Fisheries Bill, *1999. 

%e Secretary then readout the *1io&t title of tW Hill, nkmdy t "tb# 

Beifjgal Fisheries Bill* 1939”. < 

15 
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* Mr. ABDUL L^TIF BI8WA8: I'also beg toimove thaj the said 
*Biil be referred to L Select Committee consisting of : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, 

(2) Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandakar, 

(3) Muulvi Md. Abdus Shaheed, 

(i) Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan, 

(ft) Mf. Abdu!la~al Mahmood, 

(6) Mr. Abdul Karim, 

(7) Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(9) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

(<10) Mr. Kiran Sankar Hoy, 

(11) Dr. Nalinaksha Snnyal, 

(12) Mr. Birendra Kishore ltoy Chowdhury, 

(13) Mr. Md. Israil, 

(14) Mr. Sved Abdul Majid, 

(1ft) Mr. Mnfizuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal, and 

(17) the mover, t 

with instruction to submit their rejmrt by the 29th February, 1940, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I beg fc> 
s ,raove that the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1939, he circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1940. 

Sir, Government appointed a Special Officer to enquire into the 
rights of fishermen in fisheries. It being a very big ancf complicated 
problem he naturally took several months over the enquiry and he 1ms 
just submitted a very voluminous report on the subject. Government 
received j^cnly about a couple of days ago* and it has not been possible 
to print the same. We propose to examine the same and then to draw 
up our Bill on the lines of the recommendations \*f the Special Officer. 
In this view of the matter, Sir, I would move that ihk Bill be circulated 
tdr eli citing public opinion thereon, so that Government may have 
jfurther materials at their disposal to enable them to try to draw up 
thetr Bill. So I would request my hou’ble friend to consider my 
motion. t 

Mr. A30UL LATIF BISWAf : In view- of wbat ha* been said by 
the Hon'ble Minister I accept his amendment. 
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Tk* motion of /he Hon’bl^gir Bijoy Prasad |ingh Roy that the 
Bengal fisheries Bill, 1939, move<l by Maulvi AbJul Latif Biswas W 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 

UAO, wo s then put and agreed to. 

• % 

% 

U 

Tha •Transfer of Property (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 193f. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Mr. Maitrn,*we asked for Governor’s sanction 
under section 299(.‘i), but we have not got it. • 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I got sanction of the Gov- 
ernor last year. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has lapsed. 1 am afraid, it will have to be 
carried over to the Sth and in the meantime we shall get the sanction 
of the Governor. 


The Bengal Cattle Bill, 1939. 

Mr. P. BANERtll: 1 beg to mote for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Cattle Bill, 1939 

Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So for as this Bill is concerned no sanction i# 
necessary but we have not got the recsiininendution under section 82(J). 
There is no Iwr to its introduction, but it cannot be Ultimately {Hissed. 


Tht Bfngal Political Priaonort* Claaailloation BiU, 1939. 

Mr. JOCEtA CHANDRA CURT*: I l>eg to move for leave % 
.introduce the Benjgal Political Prisoners’ Glassification Bill, 19^9. 
(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) * * 

Mr. JOCESH CHAM0RA CUPJA: I*Ulso l»e£ |o move that the 
said BiU he taken into con*idcnition. 

Mr. f PE AKER: Third reading o\nnot be pawed. 
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‘ Mr. JOCESH pHANDRA GUPTA?: I understand it. I have 

Vot an intimation that steps have been taken by tfie legislative 
Department to obtain the necessary sanction. * 

I do not want to take up flic time of the House. The Statement 
of Objects and Hensons fully explains the' purpose of the Bill. 


Mi* SPEAKER* Who is the Hon’ble Minister in charge? 

Mr. J 0 CE 8 H CHANDRA CUPTA: He is not here, but I 
think he will he here soon. 

The object of the Bill is to provide facilities for the political 
prisoners in jail and to enable them to become useful members of 
society after their release. It is further desirable that political 
prisoners should be segregated from tin* ordinary criminals. 

The classification of prisoneis in three divisions according to 

social status and standards of living has presented many difficulties 
so far as political prisoners are concerned. In numerous eases the 
classifieul ion has been arbitrary and unsatisfactory. It is therefore 
considered necessary that political prisoneis should la* brought under 
one class and more humane treatment should he ensured in jail; so 
that they may not he shattered in health and mind as unfortunately 
has been the ease with many political prisoners. 

The llon’hle the Minister in charge of the Home Department is 

not yet here, hut I am sure, 1 m* will agree that if he will facilitate 

the passing of the Bill without mu< h delav, mail) worries ami troubles 
be will In* saved from. A great deal of the time of this House is 

taken up in answering the questions relating to the treatment of 

political prisoners ami their health, but if this Bill is juissed, I am 
< sure that will relir\e tin* Hon’ble the Home Minister of the many 
troubles, and worries he has to face on account of the unsatisfactory 
state of things. 1 do not think I should take up more Him*. 


The Hor/ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; I regret very much 
that i have to oppose this Bill. I am afraid it is not pos ible to make 
thesfe' elnssi first ions. It w ill entail a lot of expenditure and there are 
obvious diftii ultics in giving effect to the provisions of* the Bill. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesli Chandra Gupta that the Bengal Political - 
Prisoners’ Classification Bill, 19-19, be taken into consideration, was 
«then put and u division taken with the following result: — 
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I AMmrnm* A km*, Mr. 
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dant AM ItjiaAl Maalal 
Ramar, Mr. At* C iM rt 
KmA, Mr. R*Mth#Ratb. 


ill 


Bjltraa, Mr. RaMh LaL 

Chattayadbyay. V. Harlpada. 
Chaadbari, Rai HaApdrt Mat A. 
DM. RaM Mahim OhdBdra. 

DM Oipta, AM Rhagaadri Rath. 
PM Bapta, MJat Hartadra Hath. 
Delta, Mr. DMraaria Math. 


D«tta, Mr. takaaiar. 

Datta Maxandar. Mr. Mlbaraada. 
Emdadat^taga*. Rari. 

SIMM. Mr. Atal Krishaa. 
ttapta, Mr. dagacb Ohadra. * 
Hasaa AM Obawdbary, Mr. tyad. 
dalaa, Mr. I. D. 


Majt, Mr. Adaratta Kiav. 
ftajamdar, Mrv Htmaprava. 

Maadal. Mg. dagaadra Nath. 
Maairaxumaa liUaubadi. Maataaa Md. 
Ma|NrjM, Mr. B. 

Matbarji, Dr. tarat Obaadra. 

MaMtfc, Ortjat AabatMb. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Obaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Ramalfcritbaa. 

% Ray, Mr. Maa»afba Natb. 

•aayat. Dr. NaMaakaba. 

taa, Mr. Atal Obaadrl 

laa, Rai Babadar dagath Obaadra. 

Ibamtaddia Abaiad. Mr. M. 

liaba, Irijat Maaiadra Bbutaa. 

lar, Mr. Naraadra Kaaiar. 
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Abdal Aril, Maalaaa Md. 

Abdal Hail, Mr. Mina. 

Abdal Haklai, Maahri. 

Abdal Haklai Vlkraaipari. Maalal Md. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdal Latlt RHwat, Maahri. 

Abdal Majid. Mr. |ytd. 

Abdal Wabgb Rbaa, Mr. « 

Abdar Rabiaaa, Rbaa Babadar. A. F. M. 

Abdar Raaf, Khaa lablh Maahri ». 

Abdar Raat, |haa Babadar Ibab. 

Abdar Rauak, Maahri. 

Abdat Obabaad. Maahri Md. 

Abal Haatala Abaiad. Mr. 

Abal Qaaaaai, Maalal 

Acbaryya Qhaadbary, Mabara|a Oaabi Kaala, at 
Mahtagacha. Myanaaiagh. 

Attab All. Mr. 

/fttab Haaala daardar. Maalri. 

AbaMd AM Eaayatparl, Kbaa Babadar Maalaaa. 
Abaiad AH Mrtdba, Maalal. 

Abaiad Haaala. Mr. 

AariaaRah. Rbaa tab* Maalri. 

Aarir AM Mia. Maahri Md. » 

•dUhraftaU, Mr. M. * 

Aatad Haatala Rbaa, Maghri. 

Aibar AM. Maahri. 

BaB-Hart, Miaa P. B. 

ORA, Mr. I. A. • - 
Oat, Hal OaMb Rtrtt Bbaaaa. 

Data, Baba Babpadra Na|h- , 

Edbar, Mr. tlpabdranlh. j 

Farhad Ran Cha*dbary. Mr. M. 

* Parhat Ban Rhaaaa. Ra<«ab 

Paata! Hag. Tba Haa*bla Mr. A. R. 

Farial Qaadtr, RAM Ba b a dar Mortal 
Part* Rahawa, Mr. (Daata). 

Fariar Rahaua, Mr. (M ym a ffig hi. 

B amt t, Mr. 0. A. 

Nataaddla Bhamdhwi Maahri. 




Hataaially daaiadar, Rbaa lahtk Maahri 

Htrtxri, Mr. M. A. F. 

Rabiraddaa Rbaa, Rbaa Babadar Maahri. 

Kaitm AH Mina, tabibxada Raaaa dab lyad. 
Maliaddia Ohaadbary. Maahri. 

Mabtab. Mabarajkaiaar Uday Obaad. 
Mabtabaddia Abaiad. Rbaa Babadar Maalal. 
Maadal, Mr. dagat Obaadra. 

Maalraddta Akhaad, Maalal. 

Mariadla, Mr. F.d. 

Mabammad AH, Rbaa Babadar. 

Marital AH MaMah, Maaltl. 

Mabammad Ataai, Rbaa lablb Maal* a I lytd. 
Muhammad Ibrahim. Mail*!. 

Mabammd Ubagat, Maalal. 

Mabammad Urall. Maalal. 

Mabammad tMdigai, Rbaa Babadar Dr. lyad. 
Mabammad galaimaa, Rbaa labib Maalal. 
Maffick, tba Haa'lla Mr. Mabaadt Btbary. 
Maffich, Mr. PaHa Btbary. 

Matbsrraff Hattala, Ibt Maabla Matrab. Rbaa 


■aaaaar. . 

Martagawtai Hagat. Mr. Iy«d. 

Needy, Ibt Haa'blt Maharaja IrtMbndra, 
Oatrimbaiar. 

RataratUb, Nawabtada R. 

Rarimaddla, tbt Haa’blt Rb*aU kb. R.O.l.t. 
Rahman. Rbaa Babadar A. B.l 
Ruur Btbmaa Rbaa, Mr.# 

Bay, tbt,H*a'b*a ffirMOay PratadMI^fh. , « 




Bay, Mr. Pattram. 

§ Wcddla Abmtd, Mr. 
gaRm. Mr. ». A. 
tartar, Baba Madbaiadta* 
tarajat Warn, Mr. 

Iblbffiaddlft Mr. RbaralA, 0. B. E, 
tbamtadara Abmtd Rbaadbar, Mr. 


tridar, Rdfea Utta Mgada. 

• tabraarardy, tbt Haa'bld Mr. H. 0. 
Ti n add b Rbaa, tba Maa'Mt Mr. 


»Thc A yea being 48 and Noey 81 the im^on mm krt. 
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\ * 

ThI Bengal Misdem|ttf4ur Bill, IBftB. 

C 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave 4o 
introduce the Bengal Misdemeanour Bill, 19*19. . o 

(The Secretary read the short title of the Bill.) j 

Dr/NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: 1 heg also to move that the Bengal 
Misdemeanour Bill, 19*19, tie referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 

(1) the Hon ’hie Minister in charge, 

( 2 ) Mr. Jatindra Nath Ilasu, 

(8) Mr. Bramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(4) Mr. W. (’. Wordswoith, 

(5) Mr. Fa/.lur Hah man, of Daeea, 

(fi) Mr. Pulin Beharv Mullick, 

(7) Mr. Ahu II ossa in Sarkat, and 

(8) myself, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 80th March, 1940, and 
t hut the number of members who will constitute the quorum will be 
five. 

Sir, this Bill is a very simple Bill, and it is a very healthy piece 
of legislation which is verv much needed under democracy. The 
Government of India Act, 198*>, does not provide against certain classes 
of offences which were formerly legarded as acts of misdemeanour 
under tin* old Act of 1919. As you know. Sir. an election petition 
ease which was much fought and advertised last year, revealed how 
the present law fails to ensure free exercise of the franchise by the 
people, and to ptevent the utilisation h\ persons in authority of tht^ 
service# of offieeis placed under them. This aiinma.v is “likely to 
lead to a grtHs and dangerous form of corruption in public life*’. 
The^woj’dr are quoted from the judgment in that elect ioft petition t*a*ie. 
The existing legislation has also no 'olequate provision for effectively 
dealing with cori option, bribery and undue infueiice in the public 
Inulies of the ppc.ince. as a result whereof certain "lasses of member* 
of public bodies like municipalities, corporations and even legislatures 
can, with impunity, accept inducements for their public duties and 
go scot-free, because the law’s arms are not long enough to bring them 
to book. The object of this Bill is to remove such anomalies in the 
present law and to ensure purity and freedom in the functioning of 
democracy and tin institutions w rking thereunder. The clauses of the 
Bill are self-explanatory and the Bill was circulated to members long 
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ago mad Jhoee meiAltera who aW u«w have receive^ the llil] aa it wij 
circulated to them a few days ago. • 

• This Bill has been drafted entirely in accordance with the Uarliu* 
mentury of a similar Hill of the Victorian era and 1 hope the 

Government qyill feel the justification fora Bill of this character and ( 
will not oppo4h my motion for reference to Select Committee. 

• 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khag Bahadur: 

Sir, the motion of Dr. Sanyal isrfor sending the Bill to Select Com- 
mittee. I received the notice of this motion jnst tins morning and all 
along 4 ! was under the impression that he wanted to introduce the Bill 
and nothing more. But all on a sudden, he has sent this motion at 
the last moment for sending 1 the Bill to Select Committee, (tut attitude 
is that as long as you ask for len\o to introduce a motion, we do not 
object to it been ust we do not like In deprive the members of tin* House 
of the right t.r introduce a Bill but if after that any further motion 
ij sought to be mo\ed, then tin* Go\erumeiit has to consider it in all 
its aspects, Unfortunately, the notice l)r. Sanyal gave reached mv 
hand only this morning and I was not in a position to go through it. 

If notice wqyc given at proper time, 1 could have armed myself with 
all the facts and citrumstanees of the case, hut 1 could not do so as 
I have had to go through ten other Hills 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In view of the circumstances stated, 

I- do not mind postponing it till Hth December. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088A1N, Khan Bahadur: 

What I sav is this; neither myself nor anv member of tire Cabinet had 
time to read the Bill through. Now, if m\ friend is really anxious to 
see that his Bill is taken real notice of, then he must give us some 
time, and I also want to know Imw the country accepts his Bill, whether 
the country jjlntly wants u measure of the kind that he proposes. If 
tlie country accepts it, if from the volume of opinion that is received 
I find that there is unanimous demand from the people for jf Bill of this 
nature, I wiil^iut it up before the Cabinet in a propel* way and wiM 
Kee’whut can be done. But before i know ftcfually’how it is IveMved 
by the country / am yot prepared to do anv thing now'. So 1 would 
t rather ask my friend to agree to the ♦•iiculatiou of the Bill till the 1st 
of June, 1940. Then in Julv session you will have • every ojJpor^ 
t unity * j 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA SANYAL: There wiH lie twme**hn in July. # 

• * * 

Tlw HonlS. Nawab MUftHARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan taM&^rs ' 

Theft may be a July^sesahfn. In Fel\uary -March* swisiori yob cannot 
exp&ct tly Ministers to devote themselves to any other snbjecto except 
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^mdget disgussions, |*ut you can exjKigt^till these woikfi to be flone in a 
session when everyAe has got sufficient time. 

• 

Mr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: !,*t it bo after the dint March, 
that is after the hud yet is passed. r ^ / 

i 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

i do not know what my friends will do. I will ask my friends not to 
work after the ‘list March and to f.nish all their work by then, and 
take rest. It will 'he in the interests of all. Tnder the circumstances 
1 wdll ask the mover to wait till the 1st June, 1940. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff ITossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that the Hill he cijrulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 1st June, 1940, was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Anti-Thumb Impression Bill, 1939. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Anti-Thumb Impression Hill, 1909. 

Secretary then read the short title of the Hill. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 also beg to move that the 
said Hill be taken into consideration. * 

* „ • * " r * * ’ s - * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur*: 

I beg to move by way of amendment that the Hill he circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opiniofi thereon by ‘list January, 1940. 

Again, Sir, l have had to move this amendment as we Jmve not l>een 
able to go through the Hill in this short time. It may be a goocb 
measure and it may be a bad measure ami no one caif'give an opinion 
on it unless end until one goes through it thoroughly. I think like 
tho.o|hej H*ll this Hill should also he circulated for getting the opinion 
of the country. If we find that the miblic opinion is vri favour of the 
Hill, there will he no difficulty in passing it in good time. Therefore 
1 woyld ask the Khan Bahadur to Accept my amendment. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In view of what the ITon'ble 
Nawab Musharrutl Hussain has said l beg leave of the House to with- 
draw my motion hud l accept his amendment. 

- * >i 

r, he motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the Bengal Anti- 
Thumb Impressing flill, 1939, b‘ taken into^hmsideration waa therf by 

leare of the House withdrawn, ' v 



lS39.it NON-OFFIOLiL fMEMBERS' BULLS. 

•* »’ 7 i . 

Bb motion of *the Hon’bi^fNawab Musharraff Hoaaain, KbiA 
Bahadur that the Bill be circulate for the purpoa^of elicitfog opinio? 
thereon by 31st January, 1940, was then put and agreed to. 

> 

The 'Bengal Marriage 'Dowry Prevention Bill, 1838. 

% • 

MftUtVi AFTAB H08AIN JOARDAR: 1 beg to move for leave to 

introduce the Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention Bill, 1939. 

Secretary then read 1 the short tifle of the Bill. 


The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1938. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, your Bill will have to aland ovar 
under section 299(5) as sanction has not been rewived. 


The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1938. 

Mr. SPEAKER Mr Hakim, your Bill also will have to stand 
over for ‘want of sanction under section 299(J). 


The Legal Practitioners (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Mr. MIRZA ABBUL MASIZ; move lot to introduce 

the Ijegnl Practitioners (Bengal Amendment ) Bill, 1(M9. 

* Secretaiy then read the short title of the Bill 

' ^ *M|‘ 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: I also beg to liiftve that the .aid 

Bill be taken Into Consideration. 

‘ ♦ 9 

The Hon We Neweb MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khtm Bahadur: 

I l»g to movBjlmt the Bill be eirrulated for tlie ptirpy* of eliciting 
opinion thereon* by the 1st Deeemlier, 1ft40. • / * 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musburruff Hossain Khan Baba- 
.dnr that the Bill be circulated for* fie purpose of fliciting opinion 
thereon by the 1st iJeeember. 1!M0, was then put and agreed to. . 


The Bengel Mpn-Agricultijral Tenney Bill, 1*88. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr.>bdul Hakim Vikrampu*,^ c*6ao% takeVip 
your Bill under sectidta 299(.?) as sanctfcn has not been received. . 

16 ' v ' 
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? V ’ . ». 

Tb# Btngal primary Eduoatkw ^Amendment! Bill, 1939. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hafiz, I cannot take up your Bill becauae.i 
requires the previous recommendation of the Governor untler sgctio 
82(i)(c) of the Government of India Act, 1£35. 


The Bengal Land Alianatkm Bill, 1938. 

Mr. SPEAKER*: Mr. Abdul Hakim Yikrnmpuri’s Bill also cannc 
be taken up under section 299(J) as sanction has not been received. 


The Bengal Prohibition Bill, 1939. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sit, I hep to move to 
leave to intjoduee the Bengal Piohilution Bill. 19d9. * 

The Keeietary lead the short title ot the Bill 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Sir. I hep to move tbn 
the Bengal Prohibition Bill, 19-19, be eiieulated foi the purpose o 
eliciting opinion thereon b\ the 29th Feluuan, 19-40. 

The motion was then put to the Mouse ami apieed to 


Tha Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Meulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sii, I hep lyave to move t 
introduce the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill 
1939. 

The Secretary read the short title of the Bill. 

• * 


Meulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAEL. Sir. as the 1 Rouble Miuister ii 
eh&rge is uhsert/ran the motion for refeience to the Select Committei 
Maud over? 

Or. NALINAKfcHA SANYAL: Sir, notice repardinp this Bill foi 
*Seiet‘ Committee then lapses, because th- hon’ble member even aftei 
hntSng had the opportunity did not saove the name. Under the »ev 
rules he will not pet another cb«nee. 
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. . ternative i», i( Ec wauti to move, /or 

somebody in the absence of Na?Nb Bahadur to mjve for emulation 
hie behalf. 

fflaulw MUHAMMAD ISR^IL: Then, Sir, I further beg leave to 
move that Ihe said Bill l>4 referred to a Select Committee consisting, 
of . % 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sony, you have not got the conseut of any 
one of the memheis mentioned. %^o your motion does not arise. 


1939.1 

, • 


NON -OFFICII 

Mr. SPEAKER: f Aie onW a 


Adjournment 


It being 7-13 p.m. — 

The House thou adjourned till 4-4b p m. on Tuesday the 5th Decem- 
ber. I9*f9, at Tin- A-^einhh Hou-e, Calcutta 


• EG. Prwe-l*3<MO-9^iA-«0Q. 
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